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Original and Extra Senes Books , 1893-5. 3 

Uay 1892. For this year and 1893 the Original-Series Texts are now ready, and so are 
tite Eitra-Seriea TexU for 1892, and the first of those for 1893, while the second will be 
ready in a few months. Memben are aikt to send their two-yeari' ■ubicriptlonB for 
both leriea at oace. 

Tlie second Extra-Series book for 1891 is also ready. It is No. LX, Dr. J. Schick's 
ediUoQ of Lyd^te's Temple qf OIom^ with a full discussion and classification of its MSS. , a 
diTDDoIogical arrangement of all Lydgate's chief works, and some account of his best poem, 
still in hiS.t ' Reason and Sensuality. 

The Original-Series Texts for 1892 are :— No. 98, The Minor Poems of the Vernon MS, 
Part I edited by Dr. Hoistmann, and No. 99, Part VI of the Cursor Mundi,-^ihe Preface 
by the Rer. Dr. R. Morris ; an Essay on the Sources of the Poem by Dr. Haenisch ; and a 
GloMary by Dr. Max Kaluza. 

The Original-Series Texts for 1893 are :— No. 100, Capgrave's Life of St. Katharine, the 
text wlited T>3* Dr. C. Horstinann, with Forewords, side-notes, aud a discussion of Chaucer's 
gh and Shaksfiere's long t, by Dr. F. J. Fumivall ; and No. 101, the Cursor Mundi, Part VII 
and last, an Essay on the MSS. of the Poem, their Dialects and Relation, &c, by Dr. H. Hupe. 

The Extra-Series Texts for 1892 are :— No. LXI, Hoccleve's Minor Poems I, from the 
PbiUipps and Durham MSS., edited by Dr. F. J. Furnivall ; No. LXII, the Chester Plays, 
Part 1, re-edited from the MSS. by the late Dr. Hermann Deimling. 

Those for 1893 are — 1. Thomas k Kempis's Ik Jmitatume ChrisH, englisht : the first three 
books from the MS, in Trinity College Dublin, about 1440 a.d., and from Dr. Wm. Atkynson's 
veision, printed by Wynkyn de Worde in 1602 ; and the fourth book by Margaret, Countess 
of Richniond and Derby, Mother of Henry VII ; the whole edited by Prof. J. K. Ingram, 
LLD. 2. Dr. Mary N, Colvin^s edition of Caxton's Godfrey af Bologne, or Last Siege of 
Jt^nattlem, A.D. 1481. This is all printed but the Notes and Glossary, and they are in the 
hands of the printers. Dr. Fumivall's edition of the Lichfield Oilds is also all printed, and 
wsits only for the Introduction, which Prof. E. C. K. Gonner haa kindly undertaken to 
write for the book. 

The Original-Series Texts for 1894 and 1895 will be chosen from books already at prera : 

Part I J of Uie Minor Poems cftKe Femon MS., edited by Dr. J. Kail ; Richard Misyn s — he 

was Prior of Lincoln — englishings in 1434 and 1435 of Richard Rolle of Hampole's Fire (/ 

Zocr and Mending of Life, edited by Robert Harvey, M. A., Headmaster of the Cork Grammar 

Scbool ; Lydgate and Burgh's Seerees of Philosoffres, c 1440, edited by Robert Steele, B.A. ; 

Mr Gollaacz's re-edited Teeter-Book — Anglo-Saxon Poems from the unique MS. in Exeter 

Cathedral — Part I, of which the Text, with a modem englishing, has been long in type. 

Dr. R. Ton Fleischhacker has also in the press — 333 pages of text stereotyped out of 352 — a 

tTeatise perhaps more valuable for Dictionary purposes than any yet issued by the Society, an 

en^iaht Lanfrane's Cirurgie, about 1400 a.d., wliich takes up to Chaucer's death the whole 

class of snrgical and medical words (besides many others of common speech) which we before 

had only from the black-letters of Queen Elizabeth's time. The Editor has collated the 

Enliah text with its Latin ; and he shows how largely our first printed Anatomic (Vicary's) 

is R>rrowd from it. Dr. Fleischhacker's illness drove him to the South last winter, but he 

hopes to be in England again in the summer, and then to finish his edition. Miss Pemberton 

has also sent to press her edition of the fragments of Queen Elizabeth's englishings (in the 

Record Office) from Boethius, Plutarch, &c. Prof. Napier has nearly ready a 12th-century 

Homily on the Legend of the Holy Rood, with an Introduction en the difierent Legends 

abont it, together with an incomplete Chester Hymn to the Virgin of the 13th century, and 

a ^ort Paper on the soft and hard g*B of the Ormulum MS., with a facsimile. Prof. Mead 

has aeut to press the completion of the prose Merlin, for which the Society has been looking 

in rain from its Treasurer since 1870. Mr. Utley is home from Roumania, and promises to 

fiuah Lyndfsay*s Works this year. 

The Texts for the Extra Series in 1894 and 1895 will be chosen from the Parallel-Text of 

th« only two MSS. of the Owl and Nightingale, edited by Mr. 6. F. H. Sykee ; the prose 

Romance of Mehtaine, edited from the unique MS. by Mr. A. E. Donald ; Hoccleve's english- 

ii^T of i>« Begimine Principum, 1411-12, edited by Dr. Fumivall ; Deguilleville's Pilgrimage 

oftKt Life ef Man, three prose versions — two English, one French — edited by G. N. Currie, 

K.A. Some of these Texts will be ready in 1892. Membera are therefore atkt to send 

▲ivasee SabteriptionB in 1892, for 1888, 1894, and 1898, in order that the 1893-5 books 

may te issued to them as soon as the editions are finiaht. The Society's experience has shown 

that Editora ronst be taken when they are in the humour for work. All real Students and 

farlherers of the Society's purpose will be ready to push-on the issue of Texts. Those 

Jif embers who care only a guinea a year (or can afford only that sum) for the history of our 

Iniyiagie and our nation's thought, will not be hurt by those who care more, getting their 

booca in advance ; on the contrary, they will be benented, as each successive year's work 



4 Texts prepanjig. Dsguilleville, Anglo-Saxon Psaliers, 

will then be ready for issue on New Tear's Day. Memben are aakt to realise the fact that 
the Society has now 50 years* work on its lists, — at its present rate of production, — and that 
there is from 100 to 200 more years' work to come alter that. The year 2000 will not see 
fiuisht all the Texts that the Society ought to print. 

Mr. 6. N. Currie is preparing an edition of the 15th and 16th century Prose Versions of 
GuUIaume de Ddguilleville s Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, with the French prose version 
by Jean Oallopes, frem Mr. Henry Hucks Gibbs's MS., Mr. Gibbs baring geDcronaly 
promist to pay the extra cost of printing the French text, and engraring one or two ol ti/e 
illuminations in his MS. 

Gnillaume de Deguilleville, monk of the Cistercian abbey of Chaalis, in the diocese of 
Senlis, wrote his first verse Pelirinaige de V Homme in 1830-1 when he was 86.^ T wen tv -five 
(or six) years after, in 1355, he revised his poem, and issued a second version of it, ana this 
is the only one that has beeu printed. Of the prose representative of the first version, 1830 1, 
a prose Englishing, about 1430 A.D., was editt^d by Mi-. Aldis Wnght for the Roxbiirghe Club 
in 1869, from MS. Ff. 5. 30 in the Cambridge University Library. Other copies of this piose 
Euglish are in the Hunterian Museum, GIamtow, Q. 2. 25 ; Univ. Coll. and Corpus Christ!, 
Oxford' ; and the Laud Collection in the Bodleian, no. 740. A copy in the Northern dialect 
is MS. G. 21, in St. John's Coll^ Cambridge, and this is the MS. which will be edited by Mr. 
Sidney J. Herrta^ for the E. £. Text Society. The Laud MS. 740 was somewhat cotidenst 
and modernised, m the 17th century, into MS. Ff. 6. 30, in the Cambridge University Lib- 
rary:' "The Pilgrime or the Pilgrimaffe of Man in this World," copied by Will. Baspoole, 
whose copy "was verbatim written by Walter Parker, 1645, and from thence transcribed by 
G. G. 1649 ; and from thence by W. A. 1655." This last copy may have been read by, or 
its story reported tn, Buuyan, and may have been the groundwork of his Pilgrim's Proyress, 
It will be tfdited by Mr. Currie for the E. E. T. Soc., its text running under the earlier 
English, as in Mr. Herrtage's edition of the GesUi Romanorum for the Society. In Februair 
1464,^ Jean Gallopes — a clerk of Angers, afterwards chaplain to John, Duke of Bedford, 
Regent of France — turned Deguilleville's first verse Pelerinaige into a prose Pilennage cU la rit 
humaine,^ By the kindness of Mr. Hy. Hucks Gibbs, as above mentiond, Gallopes's Frenck 
text will be printed opposite the early prose northern Englishing in the Society's edition. 

The Second Version of Deguilleville's P(?2mnai9€ de Vffommef a.d. 1355 or -6, was englisht 
in verse by Lydgate in 1426. Of Lydgate's poem, the larger part is iu the Cot^•n MS. 
Yitellius C. xiii (leaves 2*308). This MS. leaves out Chaucer's englishing of Deguilleville's 
ABO or Prayer to the Virgin, of which the successive stanxas start with A, B, C, and run all 
thro' the alphabet ; and it has 2 gaps, of which most of the second can be fild up from tba 
end of the other imperfect MS. Cotton, Tiberius A viL The rest of the stopgaps must be got 
from the original French in Harieian 4899,* and Additional 22,937' and 25,594* in th« 
British Museum. Lydgate's version will be edited in due course for the Society. 

Besides hb first Pelerinaige de Vhomme in its two versions, Deguilleville wrote a second, 
" de I'ame separee du corps," and a thir«1, " de nostre seigneur lesus." Of the second, a proaa 
Englishing of 1413, The. Pilgrimage of the Sowle (perhaps in part by Lydgate), exists in the 
Eficerton MS. 615,» at Hatfield, Cambridge (Univ. Kk. 1. 7, Caius), Oxford (Univ. Coll. and 
Corpus), and in Caxton's edition of 1483. This version has 'somewhat of addicions'as Csxton 
says, and some shortenings too, as the maker of both, the first translntor, tells us in the MSS. 
Caxton leaves out the earlier etiglisher's interesting Epilog in the Egrrton MS. This rros« 
englishing of the Sowle will be edited for the Society after that of the Man is finisht, and will 
have Gallopes's French opposite it, from Mr. Gibbs's MS., as his gift to the Society. Of the 
Pilgrimage of Jesus, no englishing is known. 

As to the MS. Anglo-Saxon Psalters, Dr. Hy. Sweet has edited the oldest MS., the 
Vespasian, in his Oldest English Texts for the Society, and Mr. Harsley has edited the 
latest, c 1150, Eadwine's Canterbury Psalter. Dr. Logeman then raised the question 
of how the other MSS. should be treated ; and he was authorised to prepare a Parallel- 
I'ext edition of the first ten Psalms from all the MSS., to test whether the best way of 
printing them would be in one group, or in two — in each cafte giving parts of all the MSS. oo 
one page — under their respective Roman and Galilean Latin originals. If collation proves 
that all the MSS. cannot go together on successive pages, there will be two Parallel-Text«| 

1 He was born about ISM. 8m Abb« Ooom's BibliMhtiu* frvtm^im. Vol. IX. p. 7S-4.-P. M. 
s Hmm S MSS. have not yet been eoUatad, bat art believed to be all of tbe same ventou. 
s Anotber MS. la in tbe Pepyt Library. 
4 According to Mr. Hy. Hacks Olbbs's MS. 

• Tbese were printed In Prance, late in tbe 15tb or eariy in tbe 10th century. 

• 16tb cent., oontaining only the Vie kwmnnu. 

f 15tb cent., containing all tbe 8 Pilgrimages, tbe Srd being Jesus Cbrlst's. 

s 14tb cent, containing tbe VU kumaiiu uid tbe Snd Pilgrinuure, dt VAmt: both ineomptete. 

• Ab. 1430, ion leaTcs Oeaf 1 of text wanting), with illuminations of nice little devils— red, green, tawny 
Ar.— «nd damnd souk, (iree, angels 4o. 
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one nf the A.Saz. MSS. foUowing the Roman version, and the other, of those glossing the 
GatUcaii ; bat every effort will be made to get the whole into one Parallel-Text. This Text 
'Will be an extravugance ; but as the Society has not yet committed one in Anglo-Saxon, it 
will indulge in one now. And every student will rejoice at having the whole Psalter material 
before hira in the most convenient form. Dr. Logeman and Mr. Harsley will be joint editors 
of the Parallel-Text. The Early English Psalters are all independent versions, and will follow 
separately in due coarse. 

Through the good offices of Prof. Arber, some of the books for the Early-English Ex- 
ikniinationa of the University of lx>ndon will be chosen from the Society's publicatioiij^, the 
Committee iiaving undertaken to supplvsuch books to stndents at a large reduction in pn'ce. 
The profitii from these sales will be applied to the Society's Reprints. Five of its 1866 'Texts, 
and one of its 1867, still need reproducing. Donations for this pnrpose will be welcome. 
They should be paid to the Hon. Sec, Mr. W. A. Dalziel, 67 Victoria Rd., Finsbury Park, 
London, N. 

Members are reminded thtit fresh Subscribers are alwnys wanted^ and that the Committee 
can at any time, on short notice, send to press an additional Thousand Pounds' worth of work. 

The Subscribers to the Original Series must be prepared for the issue of the whole of the 
Karly English Lives of Saints, sooner or later. The Society cannot leave out any of them, 
even though some are dull. The Sinners would doubtlesH ho much more interesting. But in 
many Saints' Lives will be found interesting incidental details of our forefathers' social state, 
and all are worthful for the history of our language. The lives may be lookt on as the 
reiigiooa romances or story-books of their period. 

The Standard Collection of Saints' Lives in the Corpus and Ashmole MSS.« the Harleian 
MS. 2277, frc. will repeat the Lsud set, our No. 87, with additions, and in right order. The 
di^erences between the foundation MS. (the Laud 108) and its followers are so great, that, to 
prevent quite unwieldy collations, Dr. Horsttnann decided that the Laud MS. must be printed 
alone, an the first of the Series of Saints* Lives. The Supplementary Lives from the Vernon 
and other MSS. will form one or two separate volumes. 

Besides the Saints* Lives, Trevisa's englishing of Bartholonueus de Proprietatibtu Berunif 
the medi«ral Cyclopiedia of Science, Ac, will be the Society's next big undertaking. Dr. 
R. von Fleischhacker will edit it. Prof. Napier of Oxford, wishing to have tl e whole of 
our MS. Anglo-Saxon in type, and accessible to students, will edit for the Society all the 
nnprinted and other Anirlo-Saxon Homilies which are not included in Thorpe'n edition of 
iElfric's prose,' Dr. Morris's of the Blickling Homilies, and Prof. Skeat's of ^Ifric's Metrical 
Homilies. Prof. Kolbing has also undertaken for the Society's Extra Series a Panllel-Text 
of all the six MSS. of the Aneren RiwU, one of the most important foundation-documents of 
Early English. Mr. Harvey, too, means to prepare an edition of the three MSS. of the 
Earliest English Metrical Psalter, one of which was edited by the late Mr. Stevenson for the 
Sartees Society. 

In case more Texts are ready at any time than can be paid for by the current year's in- 
ooree, they will be dated the next year, and issued in advance to such Members as will pay advance 
snhAcriptions. The 1886-7 delay in getting out Texts must not occur again, if it can possibly 
be avoided. The Director has in hand for future volunteer Editors copies of 2 or 8 MSS. 

Members of the Society will learn with pleasure that its example has been followed, not 
only by the Old French Text Society which has done such admirRble work under its founders 
Profa. Paul Meyer and Oaston Paris, but also by the Early Russian Text Society, which was 
set on foot in 1877, and has since issued many excellent editions of old MS. Chronicles &c. 

MemWrs will also note with pleasure the annexation of large tracts of our Early English 
t«rritnry by the important German contingent under General Zupitzn, Colonels Kfilhing and 
Horstmann, volunteers Hausknecht, Einenkel, Haenisch, Ealuza, Hupe, Adam, Holthausen, 
fce. &a Scandinavia has also sent us Dr. Erdmann ; Holland, Dr. H. Logeman ; France, 
Prof. Panl Meyer — with Gaston Paris as adviser ; — Italy, Prof. Lattanzi ; while America is 
represented by Prof. Child, Dr. Mary Noyes Colvin, Prof. Mead, Prof. Perrin, &c. The sym- 
pathy, the ready help, which the Society's work has cald forth from the Continent and the 
United States, have been amon? the ploasantest experiences of the Society's life, a real aid 
and che<»r amid all troubles and discouragements. All our Members are grateful for it, and 
rem^ise that the bond their work has woven between them and the lovers of language and 
aatiqnity across the seas is one of the most welcome results of the Society's efforts. 

Of tIkCM, Mr. Huniley In |>rer«iiin(r a new edition, with coUations of all the MSB. If any copies of 
T.i»irpe*« brw^k, not iMiied by the iElfric Society, are Mill in •tock. 

\n the Tomlli Homilies, the Society Hm bought the copy mode by Prof. O. Lattanxi. 



tt 



6 The Original Series of the " JfktHi/ Englinli Text Socieif/'* 



OmaiNAL SEBISS. 

Half the Publications for 1866 (13, 14, 15, 18, 22) are out of print, but will be gradually 
reprinted. Subscribers who desire the issue for 1866 should send their guineas at once to the 
Hon. Secretary, in order that other Texts for 1866 may be sent to prtfss. 

The PubliecUions for 1864-1893 (one guinea each year, 9<ive those for 1866 now haif 
out of print, two guineoM) are ;— 

1. Xuly Bn^uh AUittnttre Foams, ab. 1890 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 16f. 1S«4 

S. Azthvr, ab. 1440, ed. F. J. Foraiyall, M.A. 4«. .. 

8. Laad«roiitlieI>«wtitof Xyngis, ftc, 15M, ed. F. Hall, D.C.L. 4«. „ 

4. Sir Oawayae and the Oreea Knight, ab. 1300, ed. Rer. Dr. R. Morris. 10«. , , 

5. Emiie's Ozthographie and Ooncniitie of the Biitaa Tongne, ab. 1617, ed. H. Bw Wheatley. 4«. 1 8S& 
0. Laaoelot of the Laik, ab. 1600, ed. Rer. W. W. Skeat. Sa. „ 
7. Oeaesia 4 Exodus, ab. 1260, ed. Rer. Dr. R. Morris. 8«. „ 
& Morte Arthnze, ab. 1440, ed. E. Brock. 7«. ,. 

9. Thjime oa j^peghf § ed. of Ohanoer, a.d. 1599, ed. Dr. 0. Kingsley and Dr. F. J. FumiTeU. 10«. ,, 

10. MeiUa, ab. 1440, PaH I., ed. H. B. Wheailer. 2«. 6d, 

11. Ljadesay'B Kooarbhe, *o., 1552, Part L, ed. J. Small, M.A. 8c „ 
19. Wrifhfs OhssU Wit; ab. 1402, ed. F. J. PamiTall, M.A. It. , , 
18. Beinte Kaxhenle, 1200-1880, ed. Rer. O. Cockayne. 1866 

14. KjBf Hern, Flotis and Blanohtflonr, 4o., ed. Rev. J. R. Lnmby, RD. 

15. PoUtioal, Belifioaa, and Lore Poema, ed. F. J. Ftomivall. 

16. The Book of iloiiite Xasfnoe, ab. 1460-70, ed. F. J. Fomtvall. U. [In print.] „ 

17. Paiallel XslraoU from 46 H88. of Piera the Plowman, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. U [/a print] „ 

18. Hsli Woidanhad, ab. 1200, ed. Rev. O. Cockayne. 

19. lyndoiiy'i Kooarbhe, fte., Part IL, ed. J. Small, M.A. 8«. M, {In print.'} „ 
SO. Hampole's Bnglish Piooe Treatiaea, ed. Rev. G. 0. Perry. If. [/» prinU] „ 

21. Merlin, Part IL, ed. H. a Wbeatley. U. [InpHnt.] „ 

22. Parteaay or Losifnen, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat ,. 
28. Dan Xiehel'a Ayenbite of Inwyt, 1840, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10«. M. [/h print.} , , 
24. Hymns to the yirgin and COuist; the PazUament of Devils, fte.,ab. 1480, ed. F. J. Fumivall. 18(i7 

28. The StaeJeniofBome, the PUfzims' Bea-voyafO, with Olene Kaydenhod, ed. F. J. Poniivall. 1«. 

26. BeUfioas Pieees in Prose and Yene, from R. Tbomton'a MS. (ab. 1440), ed. Rev. O. O. Perry. U. 

27. Levma'a Haaipolos Yoeabnlomm, a ryadnf Dietiooary, 1570, ed. H. B. Wlieatley. 1S«. 
SS. William's Vision of Piera the Plowman, 1362 a.d. ; Text A, Part I., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat 6f. „ 

29. OldBagliah HomiUeo(ab. 1220-80 a.d.). Part I. Edited by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 7t. 
SO. Pioroe the PloiifffamaasOrede, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat 2«. 

81. Hyz«*s Duties of a Pariah Priest, in Verse, ab. 1420 a.d., ed. E. Peacock. 4f . 1 S«6 
81 BSrly Bnf^ish Meals and Manners : the Boko of Mocture of J«^m Bwsaell, the Bokes of Kemyafe, 

Onrtasyo, and Demeanor, the B a b tae Book, XJrbanitatia, 4o., ed. F. J. Fumivall. 12«. 
88. The Kai^t do la Tour Landry, ab. 1 440 a. d. A Book for Danghters, ed. T. Wright, M. A. 8«. 

84. Old Bn^iah Wamilies (before 1800 a.d.). Part II. , ed. R. Morris, LL. D. St. 

85. Lyndeaay's Works, Part III. : The Hiatorie and Testament of Sqayer Meldmm, ed. F. Hall. 2m, 

86. Meriin, Part III. Ed. H. B. Wheatley. On Arthurian Localities, by J. 8. Stuart Glennie. 12$. 1K69 

87. Sir David Lyndeaay's Works, Part IV., Ane Satyre of the Three EaUita. Ed. F. Hall, D.C. L. 44. 

88. Wniiam'B Vision of Piers the Plowman, Part II. Text B. Ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. M.A. 10*. (W. 

89. AUitanttve B o man ee of the Dss UmiUuu of Troy. Ed. D. DonaMson ft G. A. Panton. Pt. I. IOa. M. 

40. Bngliah Oilds, their Statutea and Cuctoma, 1880 a.d. Edit Tonlmin Smith and Lucy T. Smith, 

with an Eaaay on Oilda and Trade^Uniona, by Dr. L. Brentano. 21t. 1 81 

41. Wmiam Laader'a Minor Poems. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. St. 

42. Beraardna Do Ovia Bei FamoUaiis, Early Scottiah Prophecies, Ac. Ed. J. R. Lumby , M. A. tt. 
48. Batis Baiiaf , and other Moral and Religious Piecea. Ed. J. R. Luniby, M. A. 3«. 

44. The AU i t a i a t i vo Booaanoe of Joseph of Arisnthie, or The Holy Grail : from the Vernon MS. ; 

with W. de Worde'a and Pynaon'a Lives of Joaeph : ed. Rev. W. W. Skoat, M.A. 5«. 16i 

45. Xing Alfred' a Weat-8azoa VeraioB of Oregofy'B Pastoral Oare. erlited from 2 M88., with an 

EngUah translation, by Henry Sweet, Esq., B.A., Balliol College, Oxford. Part I. lOt. 

46. Legmids of the Holy Bood, Symbols of the Pasaioo and Gross Poobm. ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10«. 

47. Sir David Lyndessy's Works, Part V., ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. St. 

48. The Times' Whistle, and other Poema, by R. C. 1616 ; ed. by J. M. Cowper. Esq. 6«. 

49. An Old English Misoellany, containing a Bestiary, Kentish Sermona, Proverbs of Al5vd, and 

Religioua Poema of the 13th cent, ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. 10«. ]$: 

§0. King Alfrad'a West-Ssaen VoraioB of Gregory's Pastoral Oare, ed. H. Sweet, M. A. PaH 1 1. 104. 
61. The Life of 8t Joliana, 2 versions, a.d. 1230, with tranalationa ; ed. T. O. Oirkaync A E. Bmek. it. 

82. Palladias sa Hasbsodrie, engUsht (ab. 1420 a.d.}, ed. Rev. Barton Lodge, M. A. Part L 10a. 
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6S. OU>Xbi^iah EomQSm, Series IL, and three Hymns to the Virgin and Ood, ISth-centnry, with 

tiM moalc to two of them, in old and modem notation ; ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. 8«. IdTS 
fti. TkM Ymmb of Piers PlowiBan, Text C : Riohard the Bedelea (by William, the author of the Vition) 

and The Crowned Kinf : Part III., ed. Rer. W, W. Skeat, M. A. 18«. „ 

&5. flsaeijilei, a Romance, ab. 1440 a.d., ed. W. Aldis Wright, M. A. Part I. St. „ 

64. The Oeet Systorials of the Sestmotiea of Troy, in alliterative verse ; ed. by D. Donaldson, Esq., 

and the kte Rev. 0. A. Panton. Part IL 10«. td. 1874 
57. Thm Barty EnffUsh Yersion of the ** Cunor Hnndi" ; in foor Texts, edited by the Rev. R. Morris, 

M.A., LlbD. Pari I, with 2 photolithographic fiacsimiles. 10«. Mw „ 

5S. The w<^w«y HmnlHea. 971 i.n., ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. Part I. 8f. „ 

50. lbs ** Oozaer Mnadi,*' in four Texta, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part II. 15f. lb7S 

60. KsditaeTana ea the Boper of our Lorde (by Robert of BrunneX edited by J. M. Cowper. 2«. 6<{. ,, 

61. The Miomanee and Propheoies of Thomas of Eroeldoime, ftt>m 5 M8S. ; ed. Dr. J. A. U. Murray. 10$. 6d. ,, 

62. Ike **CBraer Mundi," in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part III. lb§. 1876 

65. Ike WIUkMag EomiUsa, 971 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part 11. 74. „ 

64. fkaaeis Thynae's EmWeawea and Bpigrams, a.d. 1600, ed. F. J. Fnmivall. 7<. „ 

65. Be Denes Dafe (Bede's Dt Die Judicii), Ac, ed. J. R. Lumby, B.D. 2*. ., 

66. The '* Ovisor Hoadi," in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part IV., with 2 autotypes. lOf. 1877 

67. Boise m Piers Plowman, by the Rev. W. W. Slceat. M.A. Part I. 21f. „ 

68. The "Conor Hnndi," in 4 Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part V. 25s. Ib78 

69. A4aa OAvie's 5 Dreams about Edward IL, fte., ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 5<. „ 

70. OeaetTdas, a Romance, ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Part II. 4<. „ 

71. TW li^ Fdks Wsse-Booh, four texts, ed. Rev. Canon Simmons. 25f. Ib70 
7^ Palladiiis en Ettsbondrie, englisht(ab. 1420 A.D.). Part II. Ed. S. J. Herrtage, B.A. l&t. „ 

75. The WiitWiUy Homilies. 971 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part III. lOt. USO 
74. Buglish Works of Wydif. hitherto unprinted, ed. F. D. Matthew, Esq. 20«. ,, 
7ft. Osthelieeii AnfUenai, an early English Dictionary, from Lord Monson's MS. a.d. 1488, ed., with 

Introduction A Notes, by S. J. Herrtage, B.A. ; and with a Preface by H. B. Wheatley. 20<. 1881 

76. lelfrie*s Xetrieal Lives of Saints, in MS. Cott Jul. £ 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. Part I. 104. „ 

77. Biewulf, the unique MS. autotyped and transliterated, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. 25«. lNb2 

78. Tke Fifty Barliest English Wills, in the Court of Probate, 1887-1489, ed. by F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 7$. . 

79. Xhif AUSred's Croahis, from Lord Tolleinache's 9th century Ma, Part I, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 18<. 188S 
Extra r«4ume. Faesimile of the Epinal Glossary, 8th cent, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. Ibt. „ 

80. The Bailj-Bnglish Life of 8t Batherine and its Latin Original, ed. Dr. Einenkel. 1 2«. 1 884 

81. Piers Plewmaa : Notes, Glossary, Ac. Part IV, completing the work, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. let. „ 
81 Adifrk's Xetrieal Lives of Saints, M& Cott Jul. E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A., LL.D. Part 11. 12«. 18h6 

83. The Oldest English TezU, Charters, fte., ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 20t. 

84. Additienal Analogs to * Ths Wright's Chaste Wife,' No. 12, by W. A. Clonston. 1<. 1 S80 
65. The Three Bings of Cologne. 2 English Texts, and 1 Latin, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 174. „ 

86. Pi use Lives of Women Saints, ab. 1610 a.d., ed. from the unique MS. by Dr. C. Horstmann. 12ii. ,, 

87. Esiiy English Yerse Lives of Saints (earliest version^ Laud MS. 108, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20f. 1 » 87 
86. By. Bndahsw's Life of St Werhurghe (Pynson, 1521 ), ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 10«. „ 

89. Yiees and Yirtaes, from the unique MS., ab. 1200 a.d., ed. Dr. F. Holthausen. Part I. 8f. Ih 88 

90. ABgl»-8azoii and Latin Bule of St Benet interlinear Glosses, ed. Dr. H. Logeman. 12f. 

91. Two nfteoath-Ceatory Cookery-Books, ab. 1430-1450, edited by Mr. T. Austin. 10<. 
93. Badwioe'B Canterbury Psalter, from the Trin.Canibr. MS., ab. 1150 A.D.,ed.F.HarsIey,B. A. Pt. 1. 12<. IPfO 

93. Dflbaaar's Liber BeintiUamm, edited ftx»m the MSS. by Ernest Rhodes. B.A. 12«. 

94. Ailfxie's Xetrieal Lives of Bainta, MS. Cott Jul. E 7, Part IIL, ed. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. 12«. 1800 

95. Ths 01d-&iglish version of Bede*s Eeelesiastioal History, re-edited by Dr. Thomas Miller. Pnrt I. l$f. „ 
(With Reprints of No. 16, The Book of Quinte Essenoe, and No. 28, BeU^ious Pisees, from R. Thf mitoii'ii M 8.) 

96. The Old-Bnglish vsrsion of Bede's Eoelesiastieal History, re-edited by Dr. Thomss Miller. Pt 1 1. lot. 1891 

97. The Earliest English Press Psalter, edited from its 2 MSS. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. Part I. 1&«. „ 
96. Biasr Poema of the Yemen X8., Part L, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20c. 1F92 
90. Ovasr Xnnii Part VI. Preface, Notes, and Glossary, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. ,. 

100. Cspfzmve's Life of St Katharine, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann, with Forewords by Dr. Fnmivall. 20«. 1^ 98 

101. Ovaor Xnadi. Part VIL Essay on the MSS., their Dialects, Ac, by Dr. H. Hupe. 10«. „ 
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EXTBA SEBIEa 

The Publications for 1867-1893 (one guinea each year) are: — 

I. WOlUm of Palanie ; or, Wflliun and the Werwolt Recited by Rev. W. W. Skeat, M. A. 13ff. Im; 

II. Early Zngliih PronunoUtioii with esjwcial Reference to Shakipere and Cltancer, by A. J. Ellin, 
F.R.8. Parti. 10*. 

III. Cazton'e Book of Gttrtesye, in Three Versions. Ed. F. J. FnmiTall. 6t. Ishv 

IV. HaTolok the Sane. Re-edited by the Rer. W. W. Skeat, M. A. 104. „ 

V. Ohanoer's Boethius. Edited from the two best MBS. by Rey. Dr. R. Morris. 12«. „ 
VL Oherelere Assl^ne. Re-edited from the unique MS. by H. H. Oibbe, Esq., M.A. 8f. 

VII. Early English Pronnneiation. by A. J. Ellis. F.R.8. Part II. 10*. U*^ 

VIII. <lneene Eiisabethes Aohademy, ke. Ed. F. J. FumiTall. Essays on early ItaMan and Oertuaii 
Books of Courtesy, by W. M. Rossetti and Dr. E. Oswald. 1S«. „ 

IX. Awdeley's Fratamitye of Yaoabondeo, Hannaa's CaToat, *o. Ed. E. Viles k F. J. FnmiYsll. 7$. liif. „ 

X. Andrew Boorde's Introduetion of Knowlodge, 1647, Byetary of Helth, 1642, Barnes in Befenoe of tbo 
Berde, 1643-3. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 18«. 1*^19 

XI. Barbour's Bmoe, Part I. Ed. from M8S. and editions, by Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 12s. „ 

XII. England in Henry VIIL's Time : a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole t Liipset. by Tliam. Stnrkey, 
Chaplain to Henry VIII. Ed. J. M. Cowper. Part II. 12j. (Part I. is No. XXXII. 1878. S$.) in 

XIII. A Supplioaeyon of the Begfors, by Simon Fish, 1528-9 a.d., e<1. F. J. Fumivall ; with A BappU* 
oatlon to onr Hosts Soaoraifne Lorde ; A Bopplieation of the Poore Oonunons ; and The Beoaye of 
England by the Or«At Multitade of Sheep, ed. by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6». „ 

XIV. Early English Pronnnoiation, by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.8. Part III. lOt. 

XV. Robert Orowley's Thirty-One Epagrams, Yoyoe of the Last Tmaipet, Way to Wealth, tc., A.t». 
1550-1, edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 12». Ijrr; 

XVI. Ohaooer'B Treatise on the Astroiabo. Ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 6t. 

XVII. The Complaynt of Sootlaade, 1549 a.d., with 4 Tracts (1542-48), ed. Dr. Murray. Part L 10«. 

XVIII. The Gomplaynt of Sootlands, 1549 a.d., ed. Dr. Murrsy. Part II. 8«. U7l 

XIX. Oure Ladyes Myroore, a.i>. 1530, ed. Rev. J. H. Blunt, M.A. 24s. 

XX. LoneUoh's History of the Holy Orail (ah. 1450 a.d.), ed. F. J. Fumivall, M. A., Ph.D. Part L 8«. 1(74 

XXI. Barb.nr'B Bruoe, Part II., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 4». „ 

XXII. Henry Brinklow'a OompUynt of Bodoryek Mors (ab. 1542) : and The LameataeioB of a Ohristiaa 
against the Oitie of London, made by Roderigo Mors, a.d. 1545. Ed. J. M. Cowper. 9t. ^ 

XXIIL Early English Prononoiation, by A. J. Ellis, F.R.8. Part IV. 10s. 

XXIV. LoneUoh's History of the Holy Orail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M. A., Ph.D. Pari IL 10s. UT* 

XXV. OnyofWarwisk, 15th-century Version, ed. Prof. Zupitsa. Part I. 20*. 

XXVI. Ouy of Warwiok, 15tli-century Version, ed. Prot Zupitxa. Part II. 14*. ir» 

XXVII. Bp. Fishar'B English Works (died 1535), ed. by Prot J. E. B. Mayor. Part I, the Text. !««. 

XXVIII. LoneUoh's Holy OraO. ed, F. J. Fumivall, M.A., Ph.D. Part IIL 10*. UT 

XXIX. Barbour's Bruoe. Part IIL, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. M.A. 21*. 

XXX. LoneUoh's Holy Orail, ed. F. J. FumivaU, M. A., Ph.D. Part IV. 15*. l»;i 

XXXI. The AUiterative Bomanoe of A toaand er and Bindinras, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 0*. 

XXXIL Starksys*»EnglandinHenryVIirBtime." PtL Btarkoy'sLifeandLetters,ed.8. J.Herrtage. Ss. .. 

XXXIII. Oesta Bomanomm (englisht ab. 1440), ed. S. J. Herrtsge, R A. 15*. iri 

XXXIV. The OharlMnagae Bomaaoes :— 1. Sir Fenunbraa, from Ashm. MS. 83, ed. 8. J. Herrtage. 16*. 

XXXV. Charlemagne Bomanoea :— a. The 8eg« off Kelayne, Sir OtnaU, Ac., ed. 8. J. Herrtage. 12*. !»«• 

XXXVI. Oharlemagne Bomanoes :— S. Lyf of OhaxleBthe Orete, Pt. L, ed. S. J. Herrta^ 1«». 

XXXVII. Ohariemagae Bomanoes :— 4. Lyf of Oharleo the Orete, Pt IL, ed. S. J. Herrts^ 15*. lf>l 
XXXVIIL Oharlemagne Bomanoes :-*, The Sowdone of Babylone, ed. Dr. Hausknocht 15*. 

XXXIX. Gharlnnagne Bomanees :— 6. Bauf Colyear, Roland. Otuel, Ac, ed. 8. J. Herrtage, B. A. 15*. l«: 

XL. Oharlemagne Bomanoes :— 7. Hoon of Bnrdenx, by Lord Bemers, ed. 8. L. Lee, B.A. Part L 15*. 

XLL Oharlemagne Bomanosa :— 8. Euon of Bnrdeux, by Lord Bemers, ed. 8. L. Lee, B.A. Pt^ IL 16*. 1»I 

XLIL Ouy of Warwiok : 2 texts (Auchinleck MS. and Caius M8.), ed. Prot Zupitxa. Part L 16*. 

XLIIL Ohariamagne Bomanoes:— a. Enonof Burdeox, by Lord Bemers, ed. 8. L. Lee. RA. Pt IIL 15». i»4 

XLI V. CharUmagne Bomanoes :-10. The Four Sons of Aymon, ed. Miss Octavia Richar^lson. Pt L 15*. „ 

XLV. Oharismagne Bomanoes :— 11. The Four Sons of Aymon. ed. Miss O. Richardson. Pt II. 20*. is- 

XLVL Sir Bevis of Hamton, from the Auchinleck and other M8S., ed. Prof. E. K6Iblng. Part L 10s. 

XLVII. The Wars of Alexa nd e r , ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, Litt D. , LL. D. 20*. 1^* 

XLVIIL Sir BevU of Hamton, ed. Prof. E. KOlbing. PartIL 10*. 

XLIX. Ouy of Warwiok, 2 texts (Auchinleck and Cnios MS8.), Pt IL, ed. Prof. J. Zupitxa, Ph.D. l.S*. l«r 

L. Oharlemagne RomaBoeB:—U. Hnoa of Burdens, by Lord Ikrucrs, ed. 8. L. Lee. B.A. Part IV. 5«, 

LL Torrent of Por^yngale, from the unique MS. in the Chetham Library, e»\ E. Adam, Ph.D. 10*. 

LIL BnUein's Bialogue against the Feuer PestOenee, 1678 (ed. 1, 1064). Ed. M. A A. H. Bnllen. 10>u :i* 

LIILYioary*sAnatomieoftheBodyofMan,1648.ed.l577,cd. F..L&PercvFi.mivalL PartL li*. 

LIV.Oa»toB'sBngUahingofAlalaOh»rti«'sOurial,ed. Dr. F.J. Fumivall A Prot P. Meyer. 6*. 
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LV. Iwboiir'a Bniet, eU. B«T. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. Part IV. b». 1^89 

LVL laxly Snfflish Pronanoiation, by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.8. Pi. V., the present English Dialects. 26«. „ 
LVIL OaztPtt'sSiMydos, a.d. 1490, coU. with itn French, ed. M. T. Culley, M. A. * Dr. F.J. Fumivall. 184. 1890 
LVIIL OftStoa'sBlanohardyn k XfUntine, c 1489, extracts from ed. 1595, « French, ed. Dr. L. Kellner. 17«. „ 
LIX. Ony of Warwick, 2 texto (Aachinleck and Cains M8S.X Part III., ed. Prof. J. Zupitza, Ph.D. lb$. 1(91 
LX. Lydfate's Temple of Olass, re-edited from the M8S. by Dr. J. Schick. 15«. „ 

LXL HooekWa Minor Poems, I., fh)m the Philliiips and Durham MSS., ed. F. J. Fumival], Ph.D. 154. 1892 
LXIL Tbe Chester Plays, re-edited firom the MSS. by the late Dr. Hermann Deiiuling. Part I. l^s. ., 

LXIIL ThoBua a Kempii's Oe Imitatione Ohristi, englisht ab. 1440, ft 1502, ed. Prof. J. K. Ingram. ISt. 1898 
LXIV. Oaztoa's Oodirsy of Bebciia, or Last Siege of Jerusalem, 1481, ed. Dr. Mary N. Colvin. Ibt, „ 



EARLY ENGLISH TEXT SOCIETY TEXTS PREPAKING. 

Besides the Texts named as at press on p. 12 of the Cover of the Early English Text 
Society's last books, the following Texts are also slowly preparing for the Society : — 

OBIGINAL SEBI£S. 

Themaa KoUiiaon*s Life and Death of Kary lUfdalene, from the 2 MSS. , ah. 1620 a.d. ( Text in type.) 

fleorte Aahby'a Poems, 1463-75, ed. fkt>m unique Cambridge MSS. by Miss Mary BateKon. {At Press.) 

^^flstaad ^nxtoM, fh>m the unique MS. ab. 1200 A.D., ed. Dr. F. Holthausen, Part II. (At Press.) 

Aasle-SaxoD Poema, trom the Veroelli MS., re-edited by I. GoUaucz, M.A. 

Aagl»8a«on Q l e as ea to Latiu Prayera and Hymns, edited by Dr. F. Holthausen. 

An kuf^r-^t^'^ Xaxtyrology, edited ft-om the 4 MSS. by Dr. G. Herzfeld. 

▲•l£do*B MeCtieal liTes of Saints, MS. Cott Jul. E 7, Part IV, ed. Prof. Skeat, Litt.D., LL.D. 

▲11 ^ Ajsflo-flaxoa Hemities and Lives of Bainta uot accessible in English editions, including those of the 

VeroalU MS. Ac, edited by Prof. Napier. M. A., Ph.D. 
The Aa^o>8ax«B Psalms; all the MSS. in Parallel Texts, ed. Dr. H. Logemau and F. Harsley, B.A. 
Bee^alf, a crittcal Text. &a, ed. Prof. Zupitxa, Ph.D. 
Byxhtfecth'sHandboe, edited by Prot G. HempL 
Saciy BnytiahHemiKea, 13th century, ed. Kev. Dr. B. Morris. 

The Ealo of 8t Beaet: 5 Texts, Anfrlo-Saxon, Early English. Caxton, Ac., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 
The Serea Sages, in the Northern Dialect, fh>m a Cotton MS., ed. Eev. Dr. B. Morris. 
Tha Master of the Game, a Book of Euntynge for Hen. Y. when Prince of Wales, ed. Mr. T. Austin. 
Aibed's Bale of Jfuns, 4o., edited from the Vernon MS., by the Bev. Canon H. B. Bramley, M.A. 
Looeli«h*a XcrliB (verse), from the unique MS., ed. by Mias Mary Bateson and Prof. E. K51biiig, Ph.D. 
XariiB (proee). Part IV.. oonUiuiiig Preface. Index, and Glossary. Edited by Prof. Vf. E. Mt-ad, Ph.D. 
Xarly Xaglish Yene LiTes of Saints, Standard Collection, from the Harl. MS., ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 
Xaily Ttoglish OenfeasJonals, edited by Dr. B. von Fleischhacker. 
A lafiSaxy, fri>m Lord ToUemache's MS., Ac, edited by Dr. B. von Fleischhacker. 
Xaxly KwgliBh Deeds and Doouments, rkx>m unique MSS., ed. Dr. Loreiis MorMbach . 
Oilbart BaaaatiVa Poena, and other Boecaooio eBgUshings, edited by Prof. J. Zupitza, Ph.D. 
Lydfate*BLile of 8t Edmund, edited ftrom the MSS. by Dr. Axel Erdiiaun. 
WiDiaB of Vaamnctoa'a XizTor of Life, from Jn. of Waldby. (Editor Wanted. ) 

A Ohroaielt of S&gUnd to 1377 AJ>., Northern verse (42,000 lines), ab. 1400 A.D., ed. H. L. Perrin, B.A. 
Xece Early Eaflish Wills from the Probate Begistry at Somerset House. ( Editor Wanted,) 
Xady Lineobi Willa and Sooomenta fnim tiw Biahopa* Begisfeara, Ae., edited by Dr. F. J. Fumivall. 
Xaily Oaatvbary ^^^Us, edited by William Cowper, B Jk. 
Xasty Vorwieh WQla, edited by Walter Bye, and F. J. FumivalL 

The Oaitahuieaof Oseney Abbey and Oodstow Bnnnery, englisht ab. 14fiO, ed. Bev. A. Clark, M.A. 
ThaThraeKisgs' Sons, edited ftrom the unique Hart MS. 326, ab. 1600 a.d., by Dr. Leon Kellner. 
The Maero XenlitieB, edited from Mr. Gumey's unique MS., by Alfred W. Pollard, M.A. 
A Tkay-Book. edited fhmi the unique Laud MS. 606, by Dr. E. WOlflng. 
AUitoative Propbeeiet, edited fh>m the MSS. by Prof. Brandl, Ph. D. 

AUitttative Poems, edited fK>m the MSS. by Dr. L. Morabach. 
Poems, a collection from MSS., edited by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 
Ae., fh>m the Liohiii Id MS. 16, ed. Miss Bom Eiverson, LL.A., and Miss Florence Gilbert. 
TRvefa F^eaeh Ghrooiele, fh>m 8ir A. Adaud-Hood's unique MS., ed. by Miss Mary Bateson. 
2>« QmOkiwSkfn Pilgrimage of tiba Bowie. ediUHl by O. N. Currie. M.A. 
Sterica isr BenBoaa, edited fh)m the Addit. MS. 26.719 by Dr. Wieck of Coblents. 
A 2Mb Century Trea'iae on Arithmetie, e^Mtcd by Bobert Steele. RA. 
The Ffadiaff of the Holy Bood, firom a ISth-oentuxy MS., ed. Prof. Napier, Ph.D. 
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YiaarT't Automto, IMi, ed. 1677. edited by P. J. A Percy Furnivall. Part II. [At Prt»$, 

Bp. Fisher't Infliah Works, Pt II., with hit Life and Letters, ed. Bev. Ronald Bayne, B. A. [At r< e««. 

A Parallel-text ef the 6 H88. of the Ancren Riwle, ed. Prof. Ur. E. Kulbing. 

TroTiea'tBarthdoouBiu de Proprietatibos Remm, re*edited by Dr. B. von Fleiscbhacker. 

Bulleiii't Dialofue afainat the Feuer PeatOenof, 1564, 1673, 1678. Ed. A. H. and M. Bullen. Pi. II. 

The Bomanee of Boetaa and Sidrae, editnl from the H 88. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

The Bflinawtt of Clanodua, re-edited by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

Sir Amadaa, re-edited from the M 88. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

Bir Begreraat, edited from the MSS. by Dr. K. Luick. 

Bebert of Bninne't Chroniele ef Sngland, from the Inner Temple MS., ed. by Prof. W. E. Mea(^ Ph.D. 

MaaaderiUe'i Yoiafe and Travaile, ro-edited from the Ck)tton MS. Titun C. 16, Ac, by Miw M. fiat<»on. 

Arthonr and Merlin, re-edited from the unique MS. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

Quy of Wanriek, Copland's version, edited by Prof. Zupitza. Ph.D. 

7ho Segeof Jerasalem, Text A, edited from the MSS. by Dr. F. Kopka. 

L.ber FondaoieBis Eooleaie Saneti Bartholomei Londoniantm : the 16th century englishing iu the Cotton MS. 

Vespaidan B ix, ed. Norman Moore, M.D. 
Awdelay's Poems, re-edited from the unique MS. Douce 302, by Dr. B. Waifing. 
William of Bhoreham's Works, re-edited by ProfesKor Konrath, Ph.D. 
The Wyse dijlde and other enrly Treati^os on Education, ed. G Collar. B.A. 

Oazton's Diotes and Bayengis of PhOosoithirs, U77. with Lord Tollemache's MS. version, ed. S. T. Kutler Esq. 
Oazton's Book of the Ordre of Ohyualry, collated with Loutfut's Scotch copy of it, ed. F. 8. Ellis, Esq. 
Lydgate*s Oiort of Sspienor, edited by Dr. Borsilorf 
Lydgate's Beaaoa and Benwiality, edited by Dr. J. Schick. 
Jn. Hart's Orthographie, M8. \b'o\ ; black and fonetic letters, 1509, ed. Dr. F. J. Fumivall. 



The Society is anxious to hear of more early Dialect MSS. Misvn's englishings, in the 
Lincoln dialect, 1484-5, of two of Hampole's Tracts, are in type. Orders have been "given for 
the co{)ying of John Lacy's copy, in the Newcaatle-on-T^e dialect, 1434, of some theological 
tracts in a MS. of St. John's College, Oxford. Prof. Napier will reprint his copy of a bit of 
a Hymn in the Chester dialect late in the 18th century. More Haropoles in tne Yoikshirv 
dialect will follow. The Lincoln and Norfolk Wills, already copied by or for Dr. Fumivall, 
uuluckily show but little traces of dialect. 

More members (to bring money) and Editors (to bring brains) are wanted by the Society. 
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The List of Hoccleve's Minor Poems in the Ashlmrnham MS. 133 is at p. 
xxvii of the Forewords. Hoccleve's only other work is his Hegetnent of Princes, 
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FOREWORDS. 



§ 1. Hoccleve's Life and dated Poems, 
p. vii. (The Ashburnham MS, 
p. xxvii). 

§ 2. Hia Love of Chancer, p. xxx. 



§ 3. His Patrons, Associates and Cha- 
racter, p. xxxiy. 

§ 4. Comments on some of his Poems, 
Metre and Language, p. xxxix. 



§ 5. Text-copying, and Thanks to Helpers, p. xlv. 

HoccLBVB must have got his name, says Mr. Kirk, from the 
pleasant village of Hockliffe in Bedfordshire,^ on the Eoman road, 
Watling St, 4^ miles S. of Wobum, and 3 J E. of Leighton Buzzani.* 

^ At Mr. Overend's suggestion, Mr. Kirk searcht the Subsidy Rolls. Those 
for Hoccleve's father's time seem to be lost, but earlier ones mention a Richard 
do Hoclyve, who may (or may not) have been the poet's grandfather. 

Lay Subsidy Roll, Bedford, H* 

t3 £dw. II (July, 1309-10), Roll of a 25th granted to the King. 
Hundred of Mansh<»d. Hokkelyve. (28 names. ) 
Of Richard de Hokkelyre, is, Hid. 
Of the Master of Hokkelyve, 68. Sd. 
Sum of the whole township, 73^. 

t8 £dw. II (July, 1314-15), Roll of a 20th and 15th granted to the King. 

Township of Hoclyve. 
Of the Hospital of Hoclyve, e». 6d, 
Of Richard de Hoclyve, 5«. 6d. 
88 names. 
Sum of this township, 4/. Is, O^d, 

H. 

no Edw. II, July, 1316-17], RoU of a 16th granted to the King. 

Township of Hoclyve. 
Of the Master of the Hospital, 9«. 
Of Richard de Hoclyve, 6«. 5^ 
30 names. 
Sum of the township, 4/. la. lOd, 

6 Edw. Ill (no month), a 15th and a 10th. " Hoclyve.*' 
Only 15 names. The Master of the Hospital is mentioned, but no surname of 
Hoclyve. Sum 26s. 6d. 

oil *' Occleve or Hocclyf," Bedfordshire, Tanner says. Vet. Mon., B 2, back), 

" Here was an hospital of a master and several brethren, as ancient as King 

John's Reign. It was dedicated to St John Baptist" See too Dugdale, VI. 

H. 758. t No month given. 

Mr. Stevenson suggests that l^oceleTe must have been a West-countryman, 

as CleTes prevail in the West Wo Thames folk know Clove Lock and Mill 



X § 1. Hocclcve^s Life, Privy-Seal Office, Traind as a Pric^, 

script. Tliis document is presumed to belong to about the 9th or 
lOth Ric. II. (22 June, 1385, to 21 June, 1387), as Sir John Clan- 
vowe, who is mentioned therein, was retained to serve in the King's 
expedition into Scotland in 1385, and is supposed to have died before 
April 1390.] 

*' Sensuent les nouns des persones as quaux le Consail estoit 
accordez que briefs de liberate soient grantez pour les causes desouz 
expressees, sur les fees et annaitees a eux grantez et confermez .... 

Monsieur Johan Clanvowe | Par cause quils furent ovesqtie le 

Monsieur Eobert Whitteneye > Roy en Escoce .... 

Monsieur lliomo^ Bret j 

Thomas Hoccleve* \ 

Robert Frye f Par cause quils sount clers en Toffise du 

Joha;» Hethe ( prive seal.* 

WilHam Flete ) 

Hoccleve meant at first to be a priest^ : — " I whilom thought 
Have ben a preest ; now past is the raas." De Reg,, p. 52, 1. 1147-8. 
He probably enterd the Privy-Seal Office till he could get a benefice 

* The payment to Hoccleve referred to in the Privy-Council procee<ling8 hna 
not been fonnd in any of the rolls for 1885-7. It may have been of a similnr 
nature to the payment made to the Chancery clerks in 1387, in the Pells Issue 
Rolls for Easter, 10 Ric. II : — Payment to divers clerks of the Chancery of the 
Kin^s gifti for their labour in copying Chancery enrolments and sending them 
to the Exchequer for execution. 

The roll for Easter, 10 Ric II (a.d. 1387), contains a payment of 6/. \Z8, Ad. 
to Ouy de Jioelyff, one of the clerks in (he office of the Privy Seal, sent by order 
of the Lords of the Council as messenger to the King, "for certain matters 
touching the state of the King and the Kingdom." — R. O. Kirk. 

* Mr. Kirk cannot find any entries relating to Hoccleve or his fellow-clerks 
in the Pells Issue Rolls of 1388-90, tho there are others relating to payments for 
parchment, to Chaucer, kc, : — 

1388, Easter, 11 Ric II. Payment to John Blyth (as below). 

1388, Mich., 12 Ric II. 20 October, Tuesday. To John Blyth, ** pergame- 
narius " of Lincoln, for parchment bought of him " as well for the office of 
the Privy Seal, as for the Great Excheouer and the Receipt thereof/' Ac, 

10/. [This is probably the " Blith*' mentioned in later entries. See 

Appendix]. 

1389, Easter, 12 Ric II. Three payments to Blyth and another, for parchment. 
Two Chancer entries. 

1889, Mich., 13 Ric II. Two payments to Blyth. 8ix Chaucer entries. 

1390, Easter, 13 Ric II. Three payments to Blyth. Six Chaucer entries. 

1890, Mich., 14 Ric II. Two payments to Blvth. Six Chaucer entries. 
John Prophete (see p. xiv below, note 1) is described as '* Clerk " only. 
Payment to ''the Clerks of the Chancery." (See alao Easter, 11 Ric II. 
They seem to have had occasional '* rewards " in the same way as the Clerks 
in the Privy-Seal office). 

' Miss L. T. Smith says, in Anglia v. 15, that it may be concluded he was 
brod to the law. This was only because he Uvd in Chester's Inn. 



§ 1. Hocci:8 TAfe. Pensiond in 1399. " LeUer of Cupid " 1402. xi 

promist him, and then meant to be ordaind and take the endowment. 
But no benefice came. Instead, after twelve years' office-work. Hoc- 
cleve got from H^uy IV, on Kov. 12, 1399, (six. weeks after his 
accession), the grant of £10 a year for life, or until the King should 
promote him to an ecclesiastical benefice, without cure of souls, worth 
£20 a year, in other words, quarter him on a convent^ (see Appendix 
I). The fifst pajrment of this Annuity, to Michaelmas 1400, namely 
jB8 15«. Sc/., was made to Hoccleve on Dec. 13, 1400 (App. II). 
The Boll for Easter, 2 Hen. IV, 1401, is missing, but no doubt the 
poet drew his half-yearly £5, as we know he did the payment due 
at Michaelmas (App. III). Then in 1402 he gets his Easter £5 
on April 26 (App. IV a), but out of his Michaelmas money fifteen- 
pence is deducted (App. IV h). 

In 1402, Hoccleve wrote his Letter of Cupid, printed in some of 
the black-letter Works of Chaucer, and below, p. 72-91. He based 
it mainly on Christine de Pisan's UEpistre au Dieu d^Afiwurs? the 
iiret poem in vol. ii of her Works just issued for 1891, by the Old 
French Text Society, p. 1-27, in 826 lines, and complaind how in 
Albion, above all lands, men shamd tears and sighs to deceive 
women, and then forsook them. His date of the month of May for 
the poem is borrowd from Christine de Pisan : needless to say that 
he never alludes to her. (See Notes at the end of this volume.) 

On Oct. 15, 1403, Hoccleve gets his Annuity only by giving up 
£\ of it to the King, and taking X9 for ten (App. Y). Next half 
he is probably hard-up, as he draws his half-yearly Easter £5 on 
March 6, 1404 (App. VI). The Michaelmas-1404 and Easter-1405 
Bolls contain no entry of payment to Hoccleve, and he may then 
have written his appeal to the Lord Chancellor, p. 58 below, for 
payment of his arrears ; but he gets his £5 for Michaelmas 1405 and 
Easter 1406 (App. Vn, VIII). On Aug. 14, 1406, he is paid 
X3 Os, %d, for parchment, ink and red-wax that he'd bought of divers 
folk for work of the Privy-Seal Office (App. IX). 

^ Compare the case of Thomas Purde, one of the Privy-Seal Clerks in 
Henry VHI's reign, "21 May, 1509. For Thomas Purde. To have a pension 
which the late created abbot of the Monastery of Hyde is bound to give to a 
clerk of the King's nomination." — CaXendar of State Papers, Domestic, i 12, 
uo. 75. ' Prof. Paul Meyor told me this. 



xii § 1. Hoccleve kissing Girls, His "Male Regie" of 1406. 

In the last quarter of 1406, our poet wrote La Male Regie de T, 
Hocdeuef p. 25-39 below, in which he b^ my namesake " my lord 
the Foumeval . . . ))at now is tresorer " to pay him his Michaelmas 
£5 ; he dares not ask for the arrears^ due to him, p. 36, st. 53. In 
this poem Hocclere also confesses his ill-regulated youth, and says 
that for twenty years past he had eaten and drunk outrageously,^ — 
ever since he 'd been in the Privy-Seal Office, if not before, — ^had 
frequented wine-houses, gone after pretty girls at the PauFs Head 
Tavern,^ treated em to wine and wafers, and kist em, but hadn't 
"done the deed" (p. 28-30), owing, no doubt, to his cowardice, 
which he confesses made him keep quiet and out of rows. He was 
well known to the tavemcrs and cooks at Westminster Gate, paid 
them whatever they askt, and was cald "a verray gentil-man" (p. 
SI). After eating and drinking there, instead of going back to the 
Privy-Seal Office, he 'd take a boat ; and the boatmen fought for him 
because he always paid so well, and they cald him "Master" (or 
Squire), the name of a gentleman by birth or office, which tickled 
his vanity. 

Hoccleve's appeal of 1406 to " my lord the Foumeval" seems to 
have produced £5 (App. X). On 12 July, 1407, Hoccleve gets his 
Easter £5 (App. XI), and on 15 July £3 6«. 8<i, part of £7 9^. lOR 
due to him for parchment, ink and red wax (App. XII). But at 
Michaelmas, no pay is forthcoming, and so, on behalf of himself and 
his fellow-clerks, Baillay, Hethe* and Offonle, Hoccleve >VTites to 
Sub-Treasurer Somer the Balade and Eoundel on pages 59-60 below, 
praying him to get em their pay before Christmas. Tliis pay seems 
to be for salaries, not annuities. But on 16 Jan., 1408, Hoccleve 
gets £4 Zs. 2\d,, the balance of the £7 9«. \0\d, due to him for 16 

^ As Hoccleve's side-note to his past year's dues is "Annas ille fuit restric- 
tionis annoitatum/' he probably refers to the Act of 7 Henry IV (a.d. 1406), I'h. 
16, entitled, " Annuities graunted by the King or his Ancestors of an older date 
shall be payed before them that were graunted of a later date. " — Pulton, 268. 

' This stanza (826) is quoted from a scribbled poem on a blank leaf of Register 
O of the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, in the 9th Report of the Hist MSS. 
Commission, p. 108, col. 1. 

' On its site, with that of Paul's Brewhouse, stood afterwards the St^ Paul's 
Coffee-house, at the comer of the entrance from 8t Paul's Churchyard to 
Doctors' Commons. — Cunningham. ^ See Hcthe's name, p. x above. 



§ 1. HocclJs fresh Pension. His ** Regemcnt ofPHiices " 1412. xiii 

month's parchment, mk, and red wax (App. XIII) ; on 4 Feb., 1408, 
he is paid his half-yearly annuity of £5, due at Michaelmas, 1407. 
In 1408 Hocdeve also gets his Easter £5 on July 7 (App. XV), 
while his Michaelmas £b is paid on Feb. 13, 1409 (App. XVI). In 
1409 he surrenders his Annuity of £10, and on May 17 has a fresh 
giant of an Annuity of £13 6«. dd, from Michaelmas, 1408 (App. 
XVU). Six days after, on May 23, he gets his first half-yearly 
£aster payment of his increast annuity, £6 13«. 4d (App. XVIII), 
and the like sum for Michaelmas, on Nov. 22, 1409 (App, XIX). 

A few days before May 1, 1410,^ if I read the lines aright, Hoc- 
cdeve writes a chirpy poem to Somer, — then Sir Henry Somer, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, — from their Temple^ Club, " the Court of 
good Company," p. 64-6 below, reminding him that he was to give 
em a good dinner on May-day, and had promist them £2 to buy 
flour or wheat. On June 23, 1410, Hoccleve is paid 22s, 2d, for 14 
month's ink, parchment and red wax (App. XX) ; on the following 
July 17 he gets his Easter £6 13^. 4<i., but no payment is made to 
him for Michaelmas (App. XXI), till July 8, 1411, when he gets his 
overdue £6 IZs, id, (App. XXII). On 26 Feb., 1412, his annuity 
for the whole year 1411 is paid to him (App. XXIII). The EoU 
for Easter, 1412, is missing, and no payment to Hoccleve is on the 
Michaelmas EolL So it was doubtless in 1412 that he wrote his 
JiegemetU of PrineeSf or De Regimine Prindpum^ to Henry, Prince of 
Wales, who became King Henry V on 21 March, 1413. On Nov. 5, 
1412, Hoccleve is paid 32«. for parchment and ink (App. XXIV), 
by the hands of John Welde, afterwards his clerk. 

La Male Regie of 1406 records Hoccleve's fast life. His larks, of 
course, required a good income, and he seems at one time to have had 

' The date is settled in this way. The Club dinner is to be on Thursday, 
May 1. I ask Prof. Skeat if he can tell me in what year, after 1408, May 1 falls 
on Thursday; and he answers, *'To8, certainly! The Prayer-book Calendar 
marks May 1 as ft. Let this be Thursday. Then e = Friday, d =: Saturday, 
and e = Sunday. So the Sunday-letter is E. 

The tables of years for which £ is the Sunday-letter include 1410, I4SI, 
1427, 1482, 1438, 1449, and 1465. You can take your pick: 1410 looks 
probable. Yours ever, W. "W. Skeat." 

' Probably the Middle Temple, to which Chester's Inn, where Hoccleve 
lird, beloDgd. See Note, p. xviii below. 



xiv § 1. Hoccleves Life. His Poverty: has only £4 a Year. 

private means — see the extracts below ; — but even in 1406 his 
^ rentes annuel" '* too scarso been, greet costes to susteene/' 36/361-2 
below; the return from his ^'manuel labour" can be hanlly seen 
or felt ; and by 1411-12, he tells us three times over in his Regenie^Uf 
that (besides his annuity) his income is but six marks, X4, a year 
(34/935, 36/974, 44/1217). This X4 must have included both his 
rents — if he had any left — and his salary from the Privy Seal. The 
Chief of the Office^ probably paid Ids clerks himself, out of his 20«. 

> In the earlier entries in vol. i. of the Proceedings and Ordinances of tfie 
Privy Couneilf the name of " le gardein de notre prive seal " is not given. Tho8e 
named afterwards — but who may have been appointed earlier, — are, in 
1402, April 2. Thomas Langley, Keeper of the Privy Seal. — ib. i. 188. 
1407, Nov. 16. John Prophete' (I 300-1, ''Maist .... Prophete, gardoin de 

no^re prive [seal] " ; iL 79, *' John Prophete, Secretaire dn Roys, no^re souverain 

seigneure" ; Sec. to the King in Sept 1402. — ib. 78).* 
1417, Feb. 16. H. Ware (il 204 : Feb. 16, 4 Hen. V, "H. Ware, custode pri- 

vati sigillL") 

1421, July 1. John Stafford (il 287 ; 1 Hen. VI, vi. 844), and till 1422, Dec 
16 (iil 8). 

1422, Dec. 16. William Alnewyke (iu. 8), and on 16 July, 1424 (vL 846), and 
on 14 March, 1426 (vi. 848). Also frequently after he was Bp. of Norwich, aa 
10 March, 1427, *' Episcopua Norwicen^, custos privati sigillt " (iiL 255), and 
in 1429 (iii. 426), kc. 

1434. William Lyndewode (iv. 202, *' custos privati sigilli*') and "utriusque 
juris doctor,** iv. 69. (When secondary in the Privy-Seal Office, he had £40 
a year, with clothing, furs and lining : see in v. 160-1 the Petition to the 
King, June 3, 19 Hen. VI, a.d. 1441, of **your poevere clerc, Adam Molevns, 
secondai^ in y* office of your prive seal, for such yerly rewnrd and clothing 
for y* said office . . as was P&iea and delivered to Maister William Lyndewodt* , 
late secondary in y* said office .... in monnaye to be nnderstande xL tL and 
clothing, forrur andlynjmg as y* said' William Lyndewode receyved.*') 

1437. Thomas Beckington (v. 13, 313, "Th. Bckyngtofi . . Custos pnvati 
sigilli"; 836 (a.d. 1439, ''Thomas Bekyntoii, legum doctor. Regis secre- 
tarius") ; 837 (a.d. 1489, *'Bekyntofi, secretario*') ; 360 (a.d. 1439, **Thome 
Bekyntofi, legum doctoris "), kc. 

1441. Adam Moleyns (v. 161, *'Rex mandavit Ctistodi privati sigilli tui nt 
acceptaret Adam Moleyns, clericum, tunc consilii sui secundarium officii, 
custodiie privati sigilli, prout et diu Custos fuit antequam in custodia ejusdem 
privati sigilli sui fuit assumpttM ; recipiendo . . . zl fi singulis annis,") kc 

1444. Thomas Beckington, Bishop of Bath (vL 24 ; Feb. 1, 22 Hen. VI : 
''Toure humble chapelhun, ThoraaH, bishop of Bath, keper of youre prive 
seal" [Adam Moleyns was present at the Council on Jan. 26. — ibid.]) 

1446. Bishop of Winchester (so Index, vi. 408 : vL 61, July 24, Hen. VI : *• my 
Lon) of Chichestre, keper of his prive seal "). 

1450. Andrew Holes (vi. 93: May 17, 28 Hen. VI : "To our right trusty and 
welbeloved clerc, Maister Andrew Holes, keper of oure prive seel "). 

For particulars respecting the Privy Seal Office, says Mr. Kirk, see the 

1 He had 90«. a day. 

s "Master John Prophete was appointed Keep^ qf the Privy Stat on 4 October, 8 Henry 
IV., 1406. Hee lasne Roll for Eajtier, 8 Hen. IV. Prcvioualv he waa described as follows :— 

(1400). Mich. S Hen. IV. He ia called Dean of Hereford, and had been * retained' aa one 
of the King's councillors. 
(1405). Mich. 7 Hen. IV. John Prophet or Profyt, clerk, the King's Secretary. "—a O. Kirk. 



§ 1. Hocclevea Life, His 'Mai^riagc. Waste in YcnUh, xv 

a day, as littde as he could : no payment of salary to Hoccleve, or 
any of the fellow-clerks he names, is on the Issue Eolls. At any 
rate, whatever money he had, he spent on drinking, stuffing;, and 
girlB ; and then, as no henefice or corody was given him, he tired of 
waiting for it, and drifted into marriage : 

Harl. 4866, If. 26, bk. 
I gasyd longe firste, & waytid faste 1451 

After some benefice, and whan non cam. 
By proces I me weddid^ atte laste. 
And, God it wot, it sore me agaste 1454 

To bynde me / where I was at my large ; 
But done it was : I toke on me fat charge. 

ed. Wright, p. 53, st. 208, 1. 1456. 

He married for love, not money {Reg. 56/1559-61), and after his 
** skittish youth " (as the old Beggar terms his own gay time. Beg, 
22/590) settled down into poverty and sad old age : no more treating 
and kissing the pretty plump girls at the PauPs Head. 

Here is the account he gives of his prodigality in youth, p. 156-7 : 

HarL 486, If. 76, bk. st. 623, p. 156, ed. Wright. 

A-mong folies alle, is non, I leue, 4355 Mo foiiy it 

More fan a2 man his gode ful largely fo71'S^'"S 

Despende, in hope^ men wol hym releeve. \JlrholeUwt* 

Whan his gode is despendid vtterly,* hUdone«»'u 

The indigent, men sette no thyng by. 4359 when h^'i" 

I, Hoccleue, in swich case^ am gilty, — f/s me njiathi.. 

touchith, — 
So sei^ pouert, which oon foole lai'ge him vouch ith. 

st 624, p. 157. 

For fogh I nener were of hy degree, 4362 

Ne had[de] mochil gode, ne gret richesse, xho' i never 

Jit hath fe vice of prodigalite ^^i"^' 

Smerted me sore, & done me hevynesse. prodigmi. 

He fat but litil hath, may done excesse 4366 

In his degree, as wel as may fe riche, 
Thogh hir dispenses were nat ylyche.® 4368 

■ 

Deputy Keeper's Reports, H. 33, 34, 70 ; the Guide to the Public Records, by 
S. R. Bird ; the Report of the Record Commissioners, 1837, kc. The office of 
Clerks of the Privy Seal was abolished by Act of 14 and 15 Victoria, c 82. 
(See Deputy Keeper's Reports, XIII. 4.) 

1 1 weddede me, Reg. ' a Reg, om. H. ' hop H, hope Reg. ^ MS. viterly. 
* swich a case H, suchc case Reg. ' lyche H, ylyohe Keg. 



xvi § L HoccUfve's Life, His Wastefulness, a7id Poverty, 1412. 



I Apend my 
pune 

till it was 
empty; 

and I shall 
get noChinK 
unless you, 
Prince, 
gire it me. 



I repent my 

misguided 

life. 



St. 625. 

So haue I plukkid at my purses^ strynges, 4369 

And made hem often for to^ gape and gane, 
)}at his smal stuf hath take hym to his wynges, 
And hath I-swome^ to be my welthes bane, 
But if releef a-way my sorwe* plane ; 4373 

And whens it come shal, can I nought gesse. 
Mi lorde, but it procede of your hynesse, 4375 

St. 626. 
I me repente of my mysrewly^ lyfe : 4376 

Wherfor, in f e wey of savacioil 
I hope I be ; my dotage excessyf e 
Hath put me to swich castigaciofi, 
p&t indigence hath dominacioil 4380 

On me / 0, had I help, now wold I fryue ; 
And so ne did I neu^* 3it in my lyue. 4382 

St. 627. 
My yeerly guerdoil, myn annuite, [if. m 4383 

That was me graunted for my long labour, 
Is al behynde ; I may noght payed be ; 
Whiche causeth me to lyue[n] in langour. 
liberal prince, ensample of honour, 4387 

Vn-to your grace lyke it to promoote 
Mi poore estat,'' and to my woo beth boote. 4389 

St. 628. 
And, worfy prince, at Cristes reuerence, 4390 

Herkeneth what 1 schal seyn, and be^ noght greucd, 
But lat me stande in your beneuolence ; 

For if myn hertes wil wiste were and preeued, 
How you to loue it stired is and meeved, 4394 

Ye shulden knowe / Y your honour and welf e, 
Triste* and desire, and eek your soules hel])e, &c 4396 

Over his writing or copying work, Hoccleve groans to his old 
Beggar, De Beg,, p. 36-7 : 



If 1 can get 
help, I shall 
tlinve for tlie 
fiisttlme. 



My annuity 



Is In arrear ; 
I iwi't get 
paid. 

O, Prince, 



reliereroe! 



I desire your 
wdl-being, 
and your 
soul's health 
too. 



Many think 
copying isn't 



j>y»n 

hard work. 



Harl. 4866, If. 18, bk. st. 142. 
II Many men, fadir, wenen fat writynge 
No trauaile is / pei hold it but a game : — 



988 



^ purs H, pones Reg. ' for H, for to Reg. ' swome Reg. ^ my sorwe away 
R^ * myreuled Reg. ' Hecui never cu ue'er. ' HocclcTe's moral for the 
Prince, on not being paid, is that when he becomes King, he shouldn't (like his 
Father, understood) flrant Annuities unless he's sure he can pay em ; for retrac- 
tion of payment kindles the hate of subjects. He'd better not grant any pensions 
nt all, thui fail to pay em, p. 172, st 685-7, 1. 4789-4809. There's a good bit of 
advice in L 4898, p. 175, "No disdeyne have of the poores sentence (opinion)." 
« beth Reg. » Thurste Reg.^ 



§ 1. Hoccleves Life. His trying jyork at tlie Privy-Seal, xvii 



Aart hath no foo, but swich folk vnkonynge : — 
But who-80 list disport hym in )>at same, 
Let hym continue, and he shal fynd it grame : 

It is wel grettcr labour ))an it seemeth ; 

])e blynde man of coloures al^ wrong deemeth. 

St 143. 
H A writer mot thre thynges to hym knytte, 

And in tho may be no disseuerance ; 
Mynde / ee* / and hand / non may fro othir flitte, 
But in hem mot be ioynt contynuance. 
The roynd, al lioole with-outeii variance, 
On )>e ee^ and hand / awayte mot alway, 
And )>ei two eek on hym ; it is no nay. 

St 144, p. 37. 
H Who-80 schal wryte, may nat holde a tale 

With hym and hym / ne synge* this ne that ; 
But alle his wittes grete and smale 

Ther must appere, and halden^ hem ther-at, 
And syn he speke® may, ne synge nat, 
But bothe^ two he nedes moot forbere : 
His^ labour to hym is the alengere.^ 

St 145. 
H Thise^** artificers, se I day be day. 

In )>e hotteste of al her^^ bysynesse, 
Talken and synge, ^' and make game and play 
And forth hir labour^' passith with gladnesse ; 
But we laboure^^ in traueillous stilnesse ; 
We stowpe and stare vpon Je shepes skyn, 
And keepe muste our song and^^ wordes in. 

St 146. 
H Wrytyng also doth greto annoycs thre. 
Of which ful fewe folkes^ taken heede 
Sauf we oure self ; and ))i8c, lo, )>ei be : 

Stomak is on, whom stowpyng out of dreede 
Annoyeth soore, and to our bakkes neede 
Mot it be greuous ; and f e thrid, our yen,** 
Vp-on the whyte mochel for to dry en. 

st 147. 
V What man ]>at bre and twenti*^ yere and more 
In wryting hath continued, as haue I, 



992 JuRtlet'em 
have a good 
feuruatlt! 

994 



995 A copier mtMt 
always 

work inlnd, 
ejre, und hand 
toother. 



999 



1001 



1002 He can't Ulk 
to oilier folk, 
or sing, 

but niuM (rive 
nil hU wltii to 
his work. 

1006 



1008 



1009 Workmen 



talk, sinff, 
and lark. 

1013 WeUbnurln 
•ilence; 
stoop aitd 

siieepskin. 



1016 Our copy ing 



harln nor 
1 AAA stooinclia, 
1\JZ\) our backs 

and oar eyes. 

1022 



1023 Anyone 

who's copied 
for to yvtris 



' Re^ omits 'al.* • eye Reg. * On eye Reg. * synge Reg.» syn^ H. 
* holde Reg. ' setthe speke he ne. ^ both H, bothe Reg. * Hir Keg., His H. 
» elengeer Reg. ^ This H. " for H. " synge Reg., syng H. ^Mabure H, 
labonren Reg. ^^ and our Reg. ^ om. folkes Reg. ^ eyen Reg. '^ MS. 
xxiy^ H, twenty Reg. 

HOCCLEVEy M.P. b 



xviii $1. Ilfxd.'s Life. HU Dr^ad of Poifrly, At Cluster $ Inn. 

*^)^J,^u!^it ^ ^^ ^^^ ^y^ ^^ smerteth^ hym ful aore 

12 •^*7 ^'** I^ ecery 2 vejne and place of his body ; 

^* And yen^ most it greeueth trewely 1027 

It*. f^aHy ^^^ ^^J crafte ^t man can yraagyne : 

d*** fur BM. Fa^lir, in feith,* it spilth bath wel ny myne.* 1029 

In like wise, Hoccleve says to the old Beggar, De Be^j., p. 35 : 

8t 138 (Harl. 4866). 
if*d I nu If bat I h uMc of custume, or bis tyme, 960 

war* lit <J In -f 1 • • 1- 7 i 1 

i-M>rty, Lyue<l m indigences' wrecchetinesse, 

Tlie lesse heer-after schnlcl I sette* by me ; 
i*i.*^i-in't But in myn age wrastle wtt/<* hanlnesse, 

iniirli mrtr; That witb hym stroglid*** neuere in greennosse 964 

»«t the Of youth, — ^t mutacion and cliaunge 

»u^t' An-othir day me seeme shulde al straange. 966 

St. 139. 
lie fat neu^^'c knewe swetnesse of wele, 967 

Tlioi^b he it Likke ay / lesse hym gi\»ue it sbal, 
Than hym fat Iiatb ben welcfid yeeris" fcle, 
And in effect hath felt no greef at aL 
fj^.,'jj?e^! O pouert, God me shelde fro thy fal ! 971 

iVk iiI^'iiiT* ^ deth, thy strok is moi-e agreable 

fni*crat>ij. To me fan lyue a lyf so miserable.** 973 

In the De Regiinlne (a.d. 1411-12) Hoccleve teUs us that he livd 
at Chester's Inn in the Strand,*^ where lie also was, I suppose, as a 

* smertcth Reg., smerth H. ' eoere H, enery Reg. ' than H. * feth H, 
feith Keg. • 8cte Reg. • me Reg. ' indigence and Reg. • aette Rejj., sit H. 
* in Reg. '* neuore stroglid^ Reg. " wele many yeres Reg. ^ So agniii on 
p. 65, Nt. 259, L 1811-18 : 

Wohi honest dethe come, and me oTcrterve, 
And of my grave nie jMiUe in seiByiie, 
To all my greef thai were a medicyne. 

'' On Chester's Inn, on part of the site of Somerset House, Strand, whore 

Hoccleve and his wife livd in 1411-12, Sir George Bnck, in his Appendix to the 

1615 edition of Stow's Annates^ says, when writing of the Third Univendty, 

Ix>ndon, p. 477 : — 

** Cf Strand Inne, and of the Studies of these Innes of Chauneery^ cap. 25. 

"There was also auother Inne of Chauncery in the Strand, called Cliester Inne, 
or Strand Inne, which, togither with the houses of the Bishops of Chester, of 
Worcester, and of Landafie, and the Church of S. Mary in the Strand, were all 
in the yeore of onr Lorde MDXXXXIX swallowetl vp in the foundation of the 
goodly palace built by the Duke of Somerset, Uncle Matemell to K. Bklward 
the 6. and thus much for the foundation and institution of these Innes of 
Chauncery. For the other matters belonging vnto them, I am able to say by 
mine owne exi)crience, that in these houses of Chauncery Hue and common 
together, Attumies, Solliciters, and Clarks l)elonging to the Courts, as well of 
mere and strict law, as of equitie and conscience. The chiefe or gonemour in 
cuory Inue of these Innes of Chaunwry, is callcnl PrinciiKilL And in tliese 



§ I. Hoccleres Life. A i)oot married Man, and a Preacher, xix 

bachelor, handy for his Club in the Temple, for John Carpenter, — 
both before and after he was Town-Clerk of London, — and for City 
life in general, which he must have given up when he ranged 
himself, and settled into a poor married man. 

Then if wo put Hoccleve's marriage and start of post-Club life 
in 1410-11, we have our rake as a teaclier, philosopher and reformer, 
in the De Regimine^ in 1411-12, and the Balades at p. 61 below, to 

houses or colledges the Tyrones and young Gentlemen, at their comniing vp are 
initiated to make first here an essay and a triall of the studie of the Law, whicli 
if they like, and hane a desire to proceed, they remone shortly after to one of 
the Innes of Courts whereunto that house of Chauncery belougeth : for he can 
take no degrees in an Inne of Chauncery bnt such as I here last named, which 
bee rather oeniices and procurations than aduancements and honors. Eucry 
Inne of Court hath two or three Innes of Chauncery belonging vnto it, viz. to 
the middle Temple belong New Inne, and sometimes [formerly] Strand Innt. 
To the inner Temple belong Cliffords Innn, Lyons Inne, and Clements Inne. 
Thantes Inne and Funiiuals Inne are members of Lincolns Inne. Staple Inne 
and. Bamards Inne belong to Grayes Inne." . . . 

Hoccleve speaks twice of his home as a "pore cote:" De Reg. 31/845, 34/940. 

' The late Thomas Wright says in his Preface to his edition of De Regivihm 
for the Roxbnrghe Club, 1860, p. xiii.-xiv. : "Oecleve tells us that he compiled 
his treatise De Rcgimiru Principum from three works which were very celebrated 
in Ilia time. These were, in the first place, the supposititious epistle of Aristotle, 
addressed to Alexander the Great, and known by the title of Secretum Secretorum ; 
secondly, thtt book of ^gidius de Columna or Colonna, entitled De Regimiiu: 
Principum, and of which Occleve speaks as * Gyles of Regement of Princes * ; and 
lastly the well-known work of Jacobus de Cessolis, or Jacques de Cessoles, 
entitled the * Game of Chess Moralized,* of which Cax ton's celebrated book, * The 
Game of the Chess,' was a translation through the French." After the Proem, 
and the long account of himself by the old Beggar who advises and tells his 
story to Hoccleve, the poet, says Mr. Wright, **in his introductory part, com- 
plains of the neglect which was shown in his time to the old soldiers of the 
French wars of the preceding century (p. 32) ; of the great prevalence of covet- 
onaneas among the gentry (p. 43) ; of the eagerness of the churchmen after rich 
benefices, and of the prevalence of pluralism and absenteeism (p. 51) ; of the 
miAchievons influence of the aristocracy in the courts of law (p. 54) ; of the evil 
practice of betrothing children in their infancy (p. 69) ; and of the frequency of 
adultery (p. 64). When he enters upon the subject of his book, he complains of 
the want of truthfulness among the knights of his time (p. 82), and of the 
absence of righteousness in England (p. 89) ; he urges the prince [after, Henry 
Y] to obey the laws when he should have become king, as one of the principal 
duties of royalty, and complains that in England the laws were neglected, and 
feuds and outrages passed unpunished. Poor men could get no justice, while 
rich men committed crimes with impunity (p. 102). He especially urges the 
prince as king to protect the free election of the bishops in the cathedral 
churches (p. 104). In treating of Pity he condemns the practice of granting 
pardons for offences, giving an illustrative anecdote of a king of * this land ' 

b 2 



XX § 1. llvvcHs Life. His Poaas (j/* 1413, 1 41 5, against Oldcadle. 

the Prince of Wales, and p. 56-7 to the Duke of Bedford, Kegeiit of 
France. On March 21, 1412-13, the day of Henry V*8 accession, 
when the English lords did homage to him at Kennington, Hocclevo 
ap{>ears as a champion of orthodoxy and the Church, and writes the 
King the Balade on p. 39-40, exhorting him to be just, to govern 
with equity, and strengthen his Mother, Holy Church, by driving 
out heresy. Early in 1413 also comes the Balade on p. 47-8, about 
Henry V's enmity to Jleresy, and his having Richard IFs bones 
buried next to his Queen's in Westminster Abbey, one of the first 
things that the new King orderd to be done. On Sept. 28, 1413, 
Hocclevo got an Inspeximus and Confirmation by Henry V of his 
Annuity of £13 6«. 8//., — provided he should not be retaind by any 
one else, — and a grant of his arrears from Michaelmas 1412 (App. 
XXV). Moreover, three days after, on Dec. 1, 1413, this year's 
arrears were paid to Hoccleve (App. XXVI). In 1414, he has a 
clerk, John Wclde, and by his hands gets £\ 6«. M, for 9 months' 
parchment, ink and red wax on Jan. 17 (App. XXVII) ; and on May 
2 his Easter £6 13«. id, (App. XXVIII), but his Michaelmas one 
seems not to have been paid. For 1415 both his half-yearly instal* 
nients were paid, the second on Feb. 29, 1416 (App. XXIX, XXX). 
On Aug. 13, 1415, when Henry V. took ship for Harfleur, on his 
Agincourt campaign, Hoccleve wrote, or began, his Remonstrance 
with Oldcastle, p. 8-24, reproaching him for having left the Fjiitli, 
for being God's foe 9/27, for having sold his soul to the Devil 
10/Gl ; bidding him return to God 16/248, praying God for him 
16/265, damning to hell the heretics who 'd misled him, p. 17, 

(p. 112), aud advocates the punishment of death (p. 114). In the chapter on 
Merry (p. 119), Occleve commends the mercifal dispositions of John of Gaunt 
and his son Henry IV (p. 120). And in treating of 'largesse' and avarice, he 
speaks again of his own youthful prodigality, and repeats his appeal for the 
payment of his annuity (p. 156). He complains of the absence of liberality 
among lords in his time (p. 168). In speaking of Prudence, he counsels the 
prince, still with an eye to his own grievance, not to grant pensions unless he 
intends to pay them (p. 172). And, in his last chapter, when treating of Peace, 
he alludes to the troubles in England (p. 187) ; comphdnshow unworthy people 
were promoted in the world before those who were worthy, while the deserving 
•clerkes' of Oxford and Cambridge were neglected (p. 187); describes the 
melancholy state of Franco (p. 190) ; and deprecates the hostility between 
France and Euj^land (p. 193). 



$ 1. Uocd^s Life. Poem agaitist OUlcadlc 1415. Pai/maUs. xxi 

St 35, hoping they'll be burnt here, 18/320; arguing Popish doc- 
trines with them and calling them asses, 19/352; denouncing their 
rising in St. Giles's Fields in Jan. 1414, p. 20, st. 49, defending 
images, p. 21, rebuking communism, p. 22, st 57-8, declaring that 
the orthodox '11 go to Heaven, the heretics to Hell, p. 23, st. GO, 
shaming Oldcastle for not fighting by Henry's side in France, p. 24, 
St. 63, and appealing to him to flee the Devil and humble himself 
to Henry V, p. 24, st. 64. 

As the Balade to Henry V, on p. 62 below, begins " Victorious 
Kyng," I incline to put it late in 1415 or in 1416, after Henry's 
return to England from Agincourt In it Hoccleve refers to a 
" bill " or petition by himself and two fellow-clerks — not three, 
as before 1408, p. 60, 1. 25-6 — for money for their "ful laborious" 
and "long service," 62/15 — 16, and says that if the King doesn't 
give em something, poverty will compel "us three to trotte vnto 
Newgate." It is curious that Hoccleve's 1416-Easter £6 13/*. id, is 
paid to him on July 8 by three instalments thro friends, — liatl he 
borrowd from any of them? — £2 thro Jn. Burgh,^ Qs, Sd, thro 
Ilobert Welton, and £4 69. Sd, thro Jn. Welde, Hoccleve's clerk. 
Moreover, he gets 13«. 4rf. as a loan from the Treasury (App. XXXI). 

On Feb. 14, 1417, Hoccleve was paid, thro his clerk John 
Welde, £2 6«. Sd, for 4 months' ink and retl wax, bought of Wnu 
Lucy (App. XXXII). 

His 1416-Michaelmas £6 IZs, id, is paid him on March 13, 1417 
(App. XXXIII), and his 1417-Easter one on May 25, 1417 (App. 
XXXIV). His Michaelmas payment he takes in two instalments of 
£3 6g. Sd, each, on Nov. 30, 1417, and Feb. 10, 1418 (App. XXXV). 
In 1418, 1419, 1420, and 1421, the half-yearly payments of his 
Annuity ar^ duly made within each year (App. XXX VI- VII I, XL- 
XLIV), and on July 10, 1419, he gets Us, 2d, for 16 months' iuk 
and red wax (App. XXXIX). 

Yet though he was drawing his Annuity regularly during these 
five years 1416-21, — and "by his own hands" on 13 March and 30 

* Was thia a relative of the Benedict Burgh who finisht Lydgate's verse 
oiif^liiihiDg of the Sccreta Secretonim, now iu the press for the £. £. T. Soc, 
editwl by Mr. R. Steele of Bedford ? 




xxii § 1. HuccHs 5 Years* Madness, His " Complaint " d'c. of 1422. 

Nov. 1417, 8 July 1419, 17 June and 26 Nov. 1420, and 5 July 
and 11 Nov. 1421, — Hoccleve, poor old fellow, tells us in his pitiful 
Complaint f p. 89-106 below, written in November 1421, as I sup- 
pose, or early in 1422, how he went mad five years befoi-e, p. 96-7, 
• St. 6-8, but then recoverd, tho in Westminster Hall and London 
(city) his old friends tumd their heads from him. And yet, tho 
he lookt sane, " there never stode yet, wyse man on my fete," a 
true saying. He seems to have gone back for a short time — 
till, at least, near Michaelmas 1422; see below — to the Privy-Seal 
Office, p. 106, stw 43, and made up his mind to take his trouble as 
all for the best, p. 109, st 57. Then he gives us his Dialog with a 
Friend, in which he talks about his Complaint^ and the evils of 
counterfeit and light coin, from clipping and washing, about which 
he says that an Act of Parliament has been past, that makes the 
weighing of coin necessary. This is evidently the Act of 1421 a.d., 
9 Henry V, chapter xi, enacting that no coin shall be good payment 
unless it is of the standard weight.^ Tlien Hoccleve says he means 
to euglish the Latin Scite mori, "Lerue for to dye" (p. 117). Ho 
is 53 ; his sight and mind are weakend (p. 119, st 36), his insanity 
didn't come from book-study, but from his long illness (p. 121,8t 61); 
ho has long owd a book to the Lord-Lieutenant (during Henry V's 
absence in France, 10 June, 1421, to H.'s death, 31 Aug. 1422), 
Hurafrey, Duke of Gloster, and took pen and ink to begin it as soou 
as he heard of the Duke*s second return from France. (This was 

* 9 Henry V, ch. xi, a. p. \i2\,—Stat%Uc8, ed. Pulton, 1636, p. 290-1. 

** Ko English Gold shall be recrired in payment but by the Kings teeight. 

" Item, to auoid the deceits and perils which long hane continued within 
the R«alme, by Washes, Clipi»er8, and Conntcrfeitors of the money of the 
llealnie of England, to the great losse and damage of all the people of the same 
Realme : The King, by the aduice and assent of all the Lords and Commons 
assembled in this Parliament, hath ordained and stablished, that from Chnstman 
euf II next comming, none of the King's liege people shall receiue any money of 
Knglish gold in psiyment, but by the Kings weight thereupon ordained. An<I 
iKTaiise a great part of the gold now current in payment, is not of rightfull 
weight, nor of good alloy, the same shall be to the gieat losse and costs of the 
Kings subiects, vnlesse it please him to relieue them in this case : Our Soucraigne 
Ix)rd the King, of his spociall grace, hath remised and pardoned to all his liege 
jioojile which, betwixt this and the said Feast of Christmas, shall cause to be 
coynetl of new at the Kings coinage within the Tower of London their money 
of gold that is not of iust weight nor of good alloy, that is to say, all that to 
him pcrtaineth for this new coinage of such gold as afore. Sauing alwaies to 
the Master of the Mint, and to other officers of the same, that which to Uiem 
rcasoiiaMy |MTtaiiieth." 



§1. Hocci: 8'* Complaint'' iScc, of U22. His Wife s Kindness, xxiii 

doubtless with Henry V and his French Queen on Feb. 3, 1421 : 
Halle, p. 105, ed 1809). On p. 130, Hoccleve mentions the Duke's 
vrorthiness at Cherbourg (in 1418 1), his winning Constantino — 
seemingly in 1417 ^ — and his valour at the siege of Rouen, 1418 
(city snrrenderd Jan. 19, 1419). But as the Duke likes dalliance 
with ladies (p. 135, si. 101), and Hoccleve's friend advises him to 
make amends to them for the offence they took — quite wrongly, as 
he well says on p. 137-8 — at his Letter of Cupid twenty years before, 
the poet resolves to english for them the tale of a true wife, — 
of Jereslaus or Gerelaus — from the Gesta Romanorum^ which he 
accordingly does, p. 136, &c. On p. 136, st. 106, 1. 739-42, Hoc- 
cleve's wife turns up again; so he no doubt had some* one to look 
after him during his long illness and madness; and tho he says 
nutliing about his wife's care of him^ we may hope fairly (if not 
admit) that his stanza 57, p. 154, applies here : 

" In al the world / so louynge tendrenes^e 394 

Is noon / as is the loue of a wommau. 
To hir chyld namely / & as I gesse, 
To hire housbonde also / where-of witnesse 397 

We weddid men may here / if fat vs lyke ; 

And so byhoueth / a thank e vs to pyke." 399 

If for " namely / &" in 1. 396, we read " / and namely (specially) " 
with MS Reg. 17 D 6, the line runs better, and the testimony to the 
wife's affection is more emphatic But see p. xxxvii below. 

Having finisht this first Gesta story, and added the Moralization 
which wasn't in his book, but was lent him by his friend, p. 175, 
Hoccleve englishes the first Part of the Latin Scite mori or " Leme 
to dye," and leaves the other three Parts alone, p. 212, st. 132, 

' A.D. 1418. Halle's Chrovicle (1809), p. 83: "To this siege came tho 
duke of Gloucester, ^th therle of Suffolke and the lorde of Burgainy, whiche 
had taken the toune of Chierhurgh, and wer lodged before the porte of Sainct 
Uillarij, nerer their enemies by fortie roddes then any other persones of the 



armie." 



' After Henry V took Caen in 1417, and the Duke of Gloster, Lisienx, Halle 
says {Chronicle, 1809, p. 80) that 

''diuersc tonnes in the country of Constantine wer surrendered to the duke 
of Gloucester, where he appoyncted these ca]<itaines. 

•* At Cauenton, the lorde Botranx. At Chiergurg [Cherbourg], the lord 
At Seint Clow, Reignold West. Grey Codner, and after Ikis decease, 

At Valoignes, Thomas Burgh. sir water Hungerford." 



xxiv ^ 1. HoccUs OesiSL Story of Jonatkus. Wm. Brovme prints it. 



except the portion which tells what joy aod bliss are prepared for 
those who shall go hence to the heavenly city of Jerusalem, and the 
torment that is in Hell. Then, at the asking of his friend, who 
wants a tale to warn his son of fifteen against the wiles of women« 
Iloccleve englishes a second Gesia story, p. 218 &c., of the prostitute 
who beguild an Emperor's son (Jonathas) of his magic King, Brooch, 
and Cloth, tho at last he got them back again : the story of Fortu- 
natus, of which William Browne printed Hoccleve's text in his 
Shephearda Pipe,^ 1614. The MS winds up with an Envoy of the 

^ Browne praises Hoccleve highly, and promises to print the rest of his 
works if this sample tale pleases. This come after the Tale. Before, Browne 
says, p. 177, ed. 1869 :— 

I will sing what I did leere Of a skilfoll aged Sire, 

Long agon in laniueere, As we tosted hj the fire. 

After the Tale, p. 196, Browne's JForki, ed. W. C. Hazlitt, ii 196-8, ed. 1869 :— 

Willy. 
By my hooke, this is a Tale 
Would befit our Whitson-ale : 
Better cannot be, I wist, 
Descant on it he that list 
And full gladly giue I wold 
The best Cosset in my fold 
And a Mazor for a foe, 
If this song thoa'lt teachen me. 
Tis so quaint and fine a lay, 
That vpon our reuell day 
If I sung it, I might chance 
(For my paines) be tooke to dance 
With our Lady of the May. 



Eogei. 
Roget will not say thee nay, 
If thou deera'st it worth thy painet. 
Tis a song, not many Swaines 
Singen can ; and though it be 
Not so deckt with nycetee 
Of sweet words full neatly chused 
As are now by Shepheards vsed. 
Yet, if well yon sound the sence. 
And the Morals excellence. 
You shall finde it quit the while, 
And excuse the homely stile. 
Well I wot, the man that first 
Sung this Lay, did quench his thirst, 
Deeply as did euer one 
In the Muses Helicon. 
Many times he hath been seen 
With the Fairies on the creene, 
And to them his Pipe did sound. 
Whilst they danced in a round. 
Mickle solace would they make him. 



And at mid-night often wake him, 
And convey him from his roome 
To a field of yellow broome ; 
Or into the Medowes where 
Mints perfume the gentle Aire, 
And wnere Flora spends her treasurt : 
There they would begin their measure. 
If it chanc'd nights sable shrowds 
Muffled Cinthia vp in clowds, 
Safely home they then would see him, 
And from brakes and quagmires free 

him. 
There are few such swaines as he 
Now adayes for harmony. 

JFillie f 
What was he thou praisest thus f 

L'oifei, 
Scholler vnto Tityrus : 
'TUyrus the branest Swaine 
Kuer lined on the plaine, 
Taught him how to feed his Lambes, 
How to cure them, and their Dams ; 
How to pitch the fold, and then 
How he should remoue agen : 
Taught him wheft the Come was ripe, 
How to make an oaten Pipe, 
How to ioyne them, how to cut them, 
When to open, when to shut them ; 
And with all the skill he had. 
Did instruct this willing lad. 

lyUlir. 
Happy surely was that Swaine ! 
And he was not tauglit in vaine : 
Many a one that prouder is, 
Han not such a song as this, 



§ 1. Lady Wesirnorland, dedicatee of SoccL' 8 "Complaint" xxv 

Volume to "my lady of Westmorland" by her "humble servant 
. . . T Hoccleve." 

Now, assuming that the allusions and dates above given fix the 
date of the Ckmiplaint MS to the winter of 1421 or the early part 
of 1422, and assuming that Hoccleve, after his long illness and in 
his perpetual want of money, sent the MS to Lady Westmorland 
as soon as it was written, it is clear — say my good friends, Norroy 
King at Arms (G. E. Cokayne) and Horace Bound (whose letter 
dated 1 March 1883 has just turnd up again) — that the Lady was 
John of Gaunt's daughter Joan (by Katherine Swinford), who was 
Countess of Westmoreland from 1397 to 1 425, and Dowager Countess 
from 1425 to 1440.^ But if any reader thinks that Hoccleve did 
with the Durham MS. what he did with the Phillipps, put several 
poems of later date with others of early ones, he can take his choice 
of two other Countesses of Westmoreland, Elizabeth and Margaret, 
before Hoccleve's death in 1450 (1), according to Norroy's pedigree 
printed below.^ 



And his horses all in s^veate, 
In the Ocean coole their heate : 
Seuer we our sheepe, and fold them ; 
T'will be night ere we haue told them. 



And hane garlands for their meed. 
That but iarre as SkeUona reed. 

Roget, 
Tib too true : But see the Sunne 
Hath his ioumey fully run ; 

Thomas Occlbsvb^ one qf the priuy Scale, composed first this taU, and was 
nmer till now imprinted. As this shall please, I may be dratone to publish the 
rest </ his workes, being all perfect in my hands, Hee wrote in Chavcbbs titne, 

^ She was buried at Lincoln with her mother Katlierine (Swinford), for whom 
she had founded a Chantry there in 1437-8. Her first husband died between 
Sept. 1410 and Sept 1411. 

t Ut wife. 2nd vift. 

lAdy BUrcaret Stafford = Ralph Nerill. cr. Eael op WsmioBLAiiD =• Larlr Joan Beaufort (widow 
' " " ' — " of sir Robert Ferrers) da. 



da. of Hugh. Eari of 
Stafford. fiOie dtod 
before 1307. 



1307-otK 31 Oct 1426 



of John of Gaant, Duke of 
Lancaster: tnarrted he/ore 
Frb. 1307; Ob. 13 Nov. 
144«. 



John. Lord Nerill, ob. Titft patrls. 1483 == 



Ul wife. I 

•ElUabeth Percy — Ralph, and Emrl of =■ •Manaret, da. of 



(widow of John. 
Lord Clifford, 
who died 1421). 
ob. as Oct. 1437. 



Westmorland, grand- 
son and heir: bom 
1404, ob. 3 Nov. 1464. 



Sir Reffinald Cob- 
ham: mar. after 
1437. ob. a. p. 



John Nerill =: 
ulaln at 
Towton, 
1401. 



John. Lord Nerill 
ob. rita patrls, ei 
•.p. 



Ralph. Srri Karl of = Margxret. da. of Sir 



Westmorland, nephew 
and heir; bom 1456; 
ob. 1490. 



Roger B«>oth; mar. 
before 1478. 



• Of theie throe Ladies. Jocm was Countess c 1307 to 1440; ElUaJbcth. 14S6 to 1437; Manfcrd, e. 
1437 to 0). 



XX vi § 1. Hoccleve leaves the Privy-Seal Office, and is provided for. 

Before Hoccleve finisht his Complaint he must have written his 
BalaJe in the Ashburnham MS (see below, p. xxviii), " pour la bien 
venue du tresnoble Roy H. le V! . . . liors du Roialme de France 
(cestassauoir, sa dareine venue"), 3 Feb. 1421. On Feb. 29, 1422, 
Hoccleve is paid 40^. \\\d, for 19 months' red wax and ink (A pp. 
XLV), and on May 25 he gets his half-year's annuity of £6 13/^. 4r/. 
to Easter 1422 (App. XLVI). On Aug. 31, 1422, Henry V dies, 
and the baby Henry YI succeeds him. 

On Jan. 24, 1423, there is im Inspeximus and Confirmation, on 
behalf of Henry VI, of Hoccleve's Annuity-grant of JC13 6«. M. 
(App. XLVII). On Feb. 15 he gets a half-year's payment (£6 
13^ id.) to Michaelmas 1422 (App. XLYIII), as late one of the 
Clerks of the Privy Seal Office; and on May 20, 1423, he gets a 
like payment to Easter 1423 (App. XLIX), being again described 
as " late one of the Clerks of the Privy Seal Office." On May 20, 
1423, he is also paid 23«. 1^. (or Ad,) for parchment, ink, and red 
wax, bought by him of Walter Lucy, of London, for the Privy-Seal 
Office (App. L). 

At List in 1 424 comes a grant to our poor poet, now 56 or 55. 
On July 4, 1424, "votre tres humble clerc, Thomas Hoccleve de 
I'office du prive seal," is granted, by the King and Privy Council, sucli 
sustenance yearly during his life in the Priory of South wick, Hants., ^ 
as Nicholas Mokkinge, late master of St. Lawrence in the l*onltry,^ 
had (Addit. MS. Brit. Mus. 4604, art 34 ; Privy Council Proceedings, 
vol. iii. p. 152, App. XLIX below). Notwithstanding the grant of 
this corody — which was, let us hope, worth £20 a year, (see p. xi 

' South wick, a parish in the hundred of Portsdown, co. Hants, 4 miles N.E. 
of Fareham, its post town, and 3 N. of Porchester railway station. The village 
is considerable, and near Bere Forest The parish iucludcs the manor of 
Aplestede. It had formerly a priory of Black Canons, in which Henry VI was 
married to Margaret of Anjou. At the Dissolution the revenues were returned 
at £257, and the site given to the Whites. — Hamilton's QazcUeer, 

2 Sec Dugdale, vi, Pt. I, p. 248, Nicholas Mockyng, 19tli Jan., 1 Hen. IV, 
A.D. 1400, Mastei of St. Lawrence, Poultry. The Priory of Southwick was 
first founded by Hen. I in 1133 in the church of St. Mary PorchoHter, and not 
long after removed to Southwyke. Priors in Hoccleve's tinic : Thomas Curteis 
or CorUys, 22 July, 22 Ric. II ; Edwanl Dene, 23 Sept., 11 Hen. VI ; John 
Soburton, on whose death Philip Stanebi"ok received the tem|>oralities, Sept. 
20th, 3 Edw. IV. 



§ 1. HoccLperJuips dies in 14^00. Ashbum. MS of his Po€7ns, xxvii 

above, and Appendix I) — Hoccleve receivd the Michaelmas half- 
year's payments of his Annuity, £6 13«. 4d, each, both for 1424 
and 1425 (Appendix LII, LIII); after which the South wick priory 
doubtless kept him in moderate comfort. And after this, unless 
our friend Mr. Gollancz shows that Lord Ashbumham's autograph 
Hoccleve MS has any other dated poems besides the Cupid of 1402, 
and the Hen. V one of 1421, we find nothing of HoccIeve*s that we 
can assign a definite date to, except his ^'Balade to my gracious 
Lord of Yorke," the father of Edward IV (p. 49 — 51 below), which, 
as it asks that it may not be shown by Prince £<lward to (his tutor) 
** Master Picard," was probably written between 1448, when Edward 
was six years old, and Hoccleve's death, that Mason supposes took 
place in 1450. The "Balade to my maister Carpenter," on p. 63, 
mast be an early work. See p. xxxiv below. 

The Hoccleve part of the Ashbumham MS 133 contains : 

L Inuocacio ad patrem : 

beg. To thee / we make oure inuocacioun 

Thow god / the fadir / which vn-to vs alle 

20 stanzas of 7 lines each, ahahb cc^ the last ending with 

And stifly graunte vs in thy cause stondo 
And flitte nat / whan we take it on honde. 

2. Ad filium : 

beg. blessid chyld Ihc*u / what haast thow do 
))at for vs shuldist souffre swich lewyse 

10 stanzas of 7, the last ending 

And graunt vs grace thee to loue & drede 
And yeue vs heuene / whan fat we be dede, 

3. Ad sinrttum sanctu7n : 

beg. Now holy goost of the hy deiteo 
Loue and holy cw/iniuiiiciicioun 

10 stanzas of 7, the last ending 

Our soules / hem to haue in gouemance 
O Trinitee haue vs in reniembrawnce. 

4. Ad hcatam. Virgi;ieni : 

Ixjg. Worshipful maiden to the worltl / Marie 
Modir moost louynge vn-to ul mau-kyiidc 



xxviii § 1. TJie Ashbumham MS of IIocclcvcs Minor Poeins. 

7 stanzas of 7, ababb cc, ending 

For whom thow preyest / god nat list denye 
Thyn axynge / blessid maiden Marie. 

5. Item de heattk Virgine : 

beg. Syn thow modir of grace / haast euer in mynde 
Att tho / ))at vp-on thee han memorie 

20 stanzas of 7, ababb cc, ending 

His passion / witnesse here may 
Remembre on fat / and preye for vs aye 

6. IteTn de beo/a Virgine : Ce reust fofc<e ) 

beg. Who 80 desirith to gete and conquere t. M«riebufKn ) 

The blisse of heuene ' needful is a gnyde 

Prologus, 3 stanzas of 7, ababb cc, 

Fabula (story of a Monk who, by saying Ave Maria 50 times a 
^ay> got *be Virgin a sleeveless garment ; and then, by 
trebling the 50 Aves and adding to every tenth a Pater- 
Koster, got sleeves put to the garment, and afterwards became 
an Abbot of his monastery and went to heaven), 15 like 
stanzas. 

7. Lepistre de Cupid, printed below from other worse MSS, p. 
71-92 ; 68 stanzas of 7, ababb cc. 

8. Ceste balade ensuante feust faite pour la bten venue du tres* 

noble Eoy. H. le .V^ (que dieu pardoint !) hors du Koialme ilc France / 

cestassauoir, sa dareine venue. [? 3 Feb., 1421, tho the Queen is 

not mentiond in it, but Henry is cald " heir and Kegent of France " 

in accordance with his treaty with the French King : see Holinshed, 

airon. iil 673-4.1] 

beg. Victorious cristen Prince / our lord soue?*eyn 
Our lige lord ful dred and douted / we 

5 stanzas of 7, alabb cc, ending 

To be ful greet / for why / to vs echone 
Welcome be your pcereles persone. 

' **The morow after Trinitie sundaic, being the third of June [1420], the 
mariape was solemnised and fulHe consummate betwixt the King of England 
and the said ladie Katharine. Herewith was the king of England named and 
proclaimed ficire and regent qf France" Holinshed, iii. 673, Hues 23-9, ed, 1687. 

** 26 Also that our said father, during his life, shall name, call, nnd write vs 
in French in this manner: Nostre treschier Jih Henrt/^ roy d^EuglfUrrc^ hrreUre 
d^ France. And in Latine in this manner : Prarlariitsimwt [for fmrcarvunmua] 
filt'tuf nosfrr IlenricHi*, rex Anglian <£• h/rrea Franciw.'* Holinslivd, iii, 674, col. 
2, lines 60-73. ud. 1687. 



§t«n£ji9 10, U, 12 of |g<rrdebe'0 " ^oto to Jttam to gie 

(p. 180-1 below) 
from Lord Ashbumham's Hoccleye MS. 
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§ 1. Hoccleves AshJmmham MS arid "Letter-Book" xxix 

9. Cy ensnent trois chaunceouvis / lune conpleynante a la Damo 
raonoie / ^ lautre, La response dele a cellui qui se conpleynt ; & la 
tierce / la coT/imenducion de ma dame. 

I. Roundel: 

beg. Wei may I pleyne on yow lady moneye 
\>ai in the prison of your sharp scantnesse 

3 stanzas of 4, ahha.^ the burden being repeated thrice — after each 

half of st 2y and after st. 3 ;-— ends 

Elles I moot in right a feynt gladnesse 

Synge of yow thus / & yow accuse & seye [Wei may I, &c.] 

II. La response ; 

beg. Hoccleue / I wole / it to thee knowen be 
I, lady Moneye / of the world god d esse 

3 like stanzas, with the burden repeated as above ; ends 

Hir comly body / shape as a foot bal 
And shee syngith / ful lyke a papelay. 

10. A Couplet: 

Aftir our song / our mirthe & our gladnesse 
Heer folwith a lessoun of heuynesse. 

11. Hie incipit ars Vtilissima sciendi mori. Cum o^nnes homines 
&c«: the first 96 stanzas of the Poem printed below, p. 178-203, 
with a few various readings, some being improvements. 

The only other MS we have in Hoccleve's hand (almost all of it) 
is the large quarto Additional MS 24,062 in the British Museum, 
containing copies of documents, warrants, letters, <kc., passing under 
the Privy Seal.^ They are chiefly in French, a few in Latin ; and in 

^ Catalogue of Additions to the MS of the British Museum in the years 
1854—1875, vol ii. (1877), p. 8 :— 

** 24,062. A large collection of forms of documents pasfiiiiff under the Privy 
Seal ; consiiitine of copies of letters and warrants, tmipp. Rich. II. — Hen. V. ; 
chiefly in Frencn : compiled by Thomas Hocclyf, or Occleve, the poet, Clerk of 
the Privy Seal, and almost wholly in his handwriting ; in the following order : — 

1. Table of Contents, French, ff. 2-4 b, 198—201 b. 

2. Letters addressed to th«^ Chancellor, under the following heads : " Pur 
la sommacion du parlement," ** Licence," ** Grauntz," " Pardons," ** Collacions," 
•* Nominacions," ** Restitucions," " Presentacions," ** Ratificacions," **Sauf 
conduytz," and "de diverses natures," f. 5. 

3. Warrants to the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer, f. 44. 

4. " Au Tresorer dengleterre par soy, et au Tresorer de lostel," f. 53. 
6. ** As Tresorers des euerres," f. 54. 

6. To the Justiciar and Chamberlain of Chester, f. 69 b. 

8. To the Chamberlain and other officers of North and South Wales, f. 69 b. 

9. *• Pur la guerre " ; to various persons, f. 73 b. 

10. To the keeper of the Great Wardrobe, f, 76. 



XXX § 1. Hocclevcs " Ldtei'-Book." § 2. His Lc/ve of Chaucer. 

turning over the leaves I saw only two notes in English. Article 17 
of this MS contains 28 pages of copied letters, and is headed 
(hnnegadnum, a title that makes you smile when you see it. On 
leaf 101 back, Hoccleve adds a bottom line : " 4 Hie finitur calendera 
istius Libri Qecundura composicionem Thofne Hoclyf. foc^a per 
manum suam ad fine'Ti libri.*' In the margin of leaf 124, against a 
French transcript in another hand, is ** secundum copiam hocclief." 
The two English notes are at the foot of leaf 102 front and 194 
back. At the latter place Hoccleve had left seven lines blank at the 
bottom of the page, and therefore writes in : — 

" IT Heere made y lepe yeer — ex neglicencia &c. "Witnesse on 
Petebat &c, in the nexte syde folwynge, which sholde haue stonden 
on this syde / but how so it stonde / it is a membre of the mateie 
precedent." 

The characteristic form of Hoccleve*s W in his Poems is seen in 
some careless writing at the foot of leaf 102 front, and leaf 194 back 
of this Addit MS 24,062. Compare the facsimile of the last page 
of the Durham MS. in the present volume, Tliere is a^mall aipitul 
R inside the W. 

§ 2. Hoccleve*8 Love of Chaucer, The chief merit of Hoccleve 
is that he was tlie honourer and pupil of Chaucer. Dukes don't 
matter; Chaucer does. On his Master, Hoccleve has three long 
passages in his De Regimine, p. 71, p. 75-6, p. 179, ed. T. Wriglit, 

11. "A diuerses Coillours" ; colloctors of customs and sabsidies, f. 76 b. 

12. ** As Maires et autres officers ioyntement," f. 79. 

13. To Sheritf;^, Bailiffs, Justices, **Gardein8 diuerses," Escheators, Clerk of 
Arraigns, Constables and Captains of castles, Seneschals, Receivers, Farmers 
and Auditors, f. 83. 

14. Letter of Charles V. of France to the town of Abbeville, Melon -sur- 
Seine, 19 Mar. 1368. French, f. 102 b. 

16. •* Lettres Paten tes," for various purposes, f. 103. 

16. ** Lettres adresses a diuerses estatz en Guyenne," f. 115. 

17. ** Oronegadrium " ; letters addressed to various persons for different 
purposes, f. 120 h. 

18. " Pur venir au consail, f. 136. 

19. ** Pur apprester monoie, chiualx et chariottes," f. 137. 

20. " Missiues." Under this heading are copies of letters from the King of 
England to various foreign princes ; with a few letters addressed to the King, 
ff. 139 b— 163 b, 168, 169, 185 b— 197. 

21. Papal bulls, f. 164—167 b, 170—178. 

22. '*Exordics et extraits des lettres'* ; beginnings aad clauses of letters, 
ff. 178—185 b. 

Vellum ; xvth cent." .... 



§ 2. Hoccleve jyt'ohahly with Chaucer when he died, xxxi 

besides the two lines he puts into the mouth of tlie old beggar with 
whom he talks (p. 67, st. 267, 1. 1867-8, ed. Wright) :— 

Jjou were aqueynted with Chaucer ^ pardee : 
God saue^ his soule, best of any wyght ! — 

Had. 4866, If. 34. 

and I think we may fairly conclude from L 1965-6 that Hoccleve 
was either with Chaucer when he died, or saw him on his **bed 
mortel" just before his death. Hoccleve was daily at work in West- 
minster Palace, of which the present Westminster Hall was part, as 
were the present Old and New Palace Yanls. On Christmas Eve, 
1399, Chaucer had a lease for life of a house in the garden of the 
Chapel of St. Mary of Westminster (later, Henry VII's Chapel), part 
of the Abbey grounds. Surely the pupil must have often visited his 
Master before the latter's death ; and surely his naming of ** J)i bed 
mortel " means something more than death in the writer's absence. 

St. 280 :— Harl. MS. 4866, If. 35 bk. 
But weylaway ! so is myn hcrt[e] wo, 1958 AiHi,the 

That fe honour of Englyssh tonge is deed, luuT* deadf' 

Of whicli I wont was han conseil and reed. 1 960 

St. 281. 
O maister deere / and fadir reuerent, [ir.sc] 1961 myMaBtor 

Mi maist^ Chaucer, flour of eloquence, "*"**' 

Mirour of fnictnous entendement, 

O vnive^-sel fadir in science, Why didn't 

Alias, {>at }poM thyn excellent prudence 1965 hiRHkiii.on 

In f i bed mortel mightist noglit byquethe I bidp**^'*' 

What eiled deth / alias ! why wold he sle thel 1967 

st 283. 

O deth, |)ou didest naght harmo singuleer 1975 But, Death, 

In slaghtere of him, but al \\& land it smertith ; 
But nathelees / yit hast )>ou no power yonmnnot 

His name sle ; his hy vertu astertith » y > • ame. 

Vnslayn fro fe / whiche ay vs lyfly hertyth, 1979 

With bookes of his ornat endytyng. 
That is to al fis land enlumynyng.* 1981 

» Gaucher, Harl. 4866, If. 34 : Chancers, MS Reg. 17 D 6. « liaiie H. 

* He goes on : ** Hast \om uat ceke my maister Gower slayn [1408], 1982 

Whos vcrtu I am insufficient 
For to descn^yue, I wotc wel in ccrtayn." 1984 



xxxii § 2. noccleves Love and Praise of Chaucer, 



H« wcmld 
have taught 
iiM, bat f was 
dulU 



2077 



Death haa 
•triptthe 
land of his 
■wc«tiiia> 
t<nio. 



Hawaatba 

hiffheetfn 

Pblloeophy. 



Death re- 
gards tlM 
Tirtooas no 
more than 
the vicious. 



Never shall 
England 
breed another 
Chancer! 



2084 
2086 



2087 



2091 



Pray for 
him, Queen 
of Heaven ; 



p. 75, 8i 297 :— Harl. MS 4866, If. 37. 
My dere maistir — God his soule quyte I — 
And fadir Chaucer, fayn wolde ban me taght, 
But I was dul, aud lerued lite or naght 2079 

St. 298. 
Alias ! my worth! maistir honorable, [if. 87 bk.] 2080 

This landes verry tresor and richesse ! 
Dethe, by thi deth / hath harme irreparable 
Vnto vs doon ; hir vengeable duresse 
Despoiled hath \\% land of )>e swetnesse 
Of rethorik / for vnto Tullius 
Was neuer man so lyk amonges vs. 

St 299. 
Also who was hier in philosophie 

To Aristotle / in our tonge but thow 1 
The steppes of Virgile in poesie 

Thow folwedist eeke, men wot wel ynow. 
That combre-world fat J)e my maistir slow, 
Would 1 slayne were ! Deth was to hastyf. 
To renne on ))e, and reue the thi lyf. 2093 

St 300, p. 76. 
Deth hath but smal consideracion) 2094 

Vnto J)e vertuous, I haue espied. 
No more — as shewith the probacioh), — 

Than to a vicious maister losel tried ; 2097 

Among an heep / eue>y man is maistried ; SuStSr dnc- 
With hire / as wel J)e porre / as is f e riche, to* ■hnoi h. 
Lerede^ and lewde eeke / standen al yliche. 

St 301 (ed. Wright). HarL 4866, If. 37 bk. 
She myghte ban taryed hir vengeance a while 

Til that some man had egal to the be. 
Nay, lat be \?X ! sche knew wel \2X \\% yle 
May never man forth brynge lyk to the, 
And hir office nedes do mot she ; 

God bad hir do so, I truste as for the besto ; 
O maister, maister, God \\ soul^ reste ! 

p. 179, St 712 :— HarL MS 4866, 11 87 bk. 
The firste fyndere of our faire langage 

Hath seyde in caas semblable, & othir moo, 
So hyly wel, \a\, it is my dotage 

For to expresse or touche any of thoo. 
Alasse ! my fadir fro |»e worlde is goo. 
My worthi maist^ Chaucer, hym I mene 
Be ^u aduoket for hym, heuenes queue 1 

* Lerd, HarL, Lerede, D Reg. 6. 
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[Keep the 8Mb> 
baiJi, and 
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$ 2, Hocclevt's Praise and Future of Cliaucei: xxxiii 

St. 713. 
As tfiw wd knowest, o bliMid virgyne, 4985 

WttA louyog hert and hye deuocion) 
In fiyne honour he wroot ful many a lyne ; i" •»>* 

U now fine helpe & [li promocion) SS^? 

To God bi Sone males & mocion) 4989 

How ne bi seniaunt was, raayden marie, [ir. n] 
And lat his loufe' flours and fructitie, 4991 

it. 714. 
Al-^h his lyfe be queynt, ^e r^mblaunce 4993 Hi>iii»nn> 

Of him ba^ in me so fioasK lyflynesse, li'wTiuir'l't" 

J>at, to putto othir men in ri5membraunce l;^"'^"'^ 

Of his persone, I haue heere hie lyknosae 
Do make, to ^ie ende, in eothfastnesae, 4996 

|>at )>ei ))at bane of him leat fought & myndc, 
By fis peyntiire may ageyn him fynde. 4998 



One likes to think of Chaucer's wishing to l«acb the young Privy- 
Seal clerk, and giving him advice; as also of the probability that 
the pupil was with Chaucer sometimes during his illness and at 
bis death. (Gascoigne's making Chaucer "an awful example" is 
mere parsonic rot : the poet's Retractation fancified.) 

IIOCCLEVE, H.F. C 



xxxiv § 3. Hoccleves Patrons, Associates, and Cliaracter. 

In the present volume, p. 135, lines 694-7, Hoccleve cites 

Chaucer's Wife of Bath as his authority for saying that women 

don't like men to put any vice on them, attribute any evil to them. 

As she says, 

Ne I wolde nat / of hym corrected be, 
I hate hym / that my vices telleth me. 
And 80 doo mo / god woot of vs / than I. 

Wife of Bath's Prolog, D § 1, L 661-3 EUesmere 
MS, p. 185 ; Six-Text, p. 352. 

He also adopts Chaucer's excuse when he is blamed for abusing 
the women he meant to defend: ''I wasn't the author of these 
accusations, I was only the reporter of other folk's tales. What they 
said, I wrote, but I never said it myself," 137/760-3. Why didn't 
he confess that he had but adapted the poem from Christine de 
Pisan 1 The influence of Chaucer is felt all thro Hoccleve. 

§ 3. Hocdeve^s Patrons, Associates, and Cliaracter, Among Hoc- 
cleve's patrons were Henry IV (p. 47), Henry V, both when Prince 
of Wales 1 (p. 61) and King (p. 62), Humfrey, Duke of Gloster (p. 
129), the Duke of Bedford, Regent of France (pt 56), the Duke of 
York, father of Edward lY, who once askt the poet to send him 
all the balades he had left (p. 49), the Duchess of York (50/22-4), 
John of Gaunt {De. Beg. 19/512-25), the Lord Chancellor (p. 58), 
the Countess of Westmorland, daughter of John of Gaunt (p. 23), 
Lady Hereford (p. 8), Robert Chichele, probably a relative of Henry 
Chichele, the Archbp. of Canterbury (bom c. 1362, died 1442), and 
possibly Sir John Oldcastle before his heresy so-cald (p. 8). Among 
his friends were Sir Henry Somer, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
John Carpenter the famous town-clerk and benefactor of London,* 

' Beggar, — " My lord the princ^, knowcth he the nat ! " . . . 
Hoccleve, ** Yis, fader, he is my goo<l gracious lon>." — 

De Reg,, p. 66, L 1832, 1836. 

Also the Beggar says to the poet, ib, 69/1899 : 

" My lord the prynce is good lord the to." 

' The City folk long feasted on and plunderd hia charity heqnest, but in 
1833 founded the City of London School ont of it. 

The tone of the Balade on p. 63 is that of one friend to another who 'd be 
likely to intercede with the writer's creditors, st. 4, and not to Jn. Carpenter, 
Bp. of Worcester, even when he was Master of St. Anthony's School and Hos- 
pitol, or Provost of Oriel (1430). Wouldn't a priest too have been cald "Sir 
John " instead of ** Maister " t 



§ 3. Hocckve's Associates arid Cfharader. Bred a Priest, xxxv 

Mr. Masscy, connected with the Duke of Bedford (p. 67), and Mr. 
Picard, tutor to Henry V when Prince of Wales (p. 50). He belongd 
to a dining-club in the Temple, and the five Privj-Seal clerks he 
names are Prentys and Arundel (35/32 1), and Baillay, Hethe and 
Offorde (60/25-6). As yet we have entries naming only three of 
these clerks ; Hethe (p. x above), Prentys and Arundel in the note 
below.^ Wliether the T. Marleburgh, at whose request Hoccleve 
wrote his third Virgin-poem in the Ashbumham MS (p. xxviii 
above), was a patron or friend, is not known. 

There is so little of the country in Hoccleve's works,^ that he 
was no doubt a cockney. I see no evidence that he had ever crost 
a horse ; * and he was too much of a coward (p. 30, st. 22 below) to 
play football or any other rough game. Meant to be a priest, he 
was no doubt brought up at some Monastery School, perhaps livd 
altogether with the monks as an acolyte. He was probably driven 
and lunged with a sharp curb, and kept on the dumb-jockey all day. 

When he got free, and was his own master, he naturally kickt 
up his heels, and at 18 he seems to have tumd into a smart Govern- 
ment-Clerk while waiting for a benefice that he never got. He no 

^ PrentiB and Arundel ore mentiond in 1431 — as entitled to cloth and lamb- 
fdr — in the Privy-CouncU Proceedings arid Ordinances^ 1429-36, ed. Nicolas 
1886, voL iv, p. 77, 

[Additional MS in British Museum, 4606, art. 48, a modem Transcript. 

"Petition to the Council, with the Answer, 14th February, 9 Hen. VI, 1431] 

'* Please an tressage counseil nostre tressoverain seigneur le Roy, granter une 

lettre de garrant desoubz le prive seal, directe as Tresorer et Barons de Fescbequer, 

fmr fair pleine et dehu aUouance a William Philippe, chivaler, tresourer de 
'oiistel nostre dit seigneur, en son accompt qi est arendre devant eux a cause de 
son dit office, des sommes ensuyantz pur certains drops et furres agnelx, acbetez 

Sur diverses clers, escuiers et henxmen a la suyt du dit houstiel, encontre le feste 
e Noel, Tan ix"? assavoir, a John Burey, Robert Felton, John Langton, John 
Tiphan, John de Pount, John PrerUya, John Arundell, John Seward, Nich[o]as] 
Sturgeon et Thomas Walbon, clercs, a chascun en ])rice de v. virges de violet 
engrenez, xl^ — xxV John Perient, Thomas Walsyngham, Thomas Bolthorp, Wil- 
liam Caldwell, et John Waddesworth, escuiers, a chascun d'eux, en price de 
draps de colour et de raye, xirj*. — ixV xviii'. ix4 a William Bourgchier, Richard 
Teer, Thomas Beauchamp, Edward Hull, John Norbury, Johanni Courcy, 
'Bcherib Seint-Johan, et Hugh Malet, henxmen de la Royne, a chascun d'eux, 
•n price de draps de colour et de raye, et un furre de noir agnelx, oveaque le 
Caiaoor de sa robe, xV. vj^ — vjV iiij! 

**(In dorto.) xiiy' die February, anno &c nono, concordatum est per con- 
8ilium» qood sub privato sigillo, fiat garontum prout infra petitur." 

' The proverbial cherry-fair, De Beg, p. 47, 1. 1289, was probably held in 

town. ' Did he see the hunt in 146/184-7 below ? 



xxxvi § 3. Hoccleve a smart Oovemment-Clerk ; then very poor, 

doubt jetted along the Strand in fine weather in the fashionable wide- 
sleevd cloak of the time,^ down to the Privy-Seal Office in the Palace 
at Westminstery where he would see the Prince of Wales and the 
nobles he mentions in his works, and have a chance of talking to 
them. As the Strand wasn't paved till 1533, in winter the way was 
deep (31/193), and Hoccleve took a boat from Chester's Inn (Somerset 
House) to Westminster, and there workt more or less. When young, 
he was free with his money, stuft and drank at the cook-shops and 
taverns at Westminster — paying whatever was askt (p. 30-1) — and 
instead of going back to the office^ after dinner, went for an outing 
on the river (31/190). The watermen, seeing he was weak, cald him 
"Maister" (31/201), which tickled his vanity — it was a term applied 
only to gentlemen^ — and drew money from him. Then he 'd adjourn 
to Paul's Head Tavern, close to the Cathedral, where he 'd treat and 
kiss the girls, or to his Dinner Club in the Temple, and either at 
one of these places, or in his rooms at Chester's Inn, sit up drinking 
all night (p. 34-5, st 39), and be loth to rise in the morning (p. 35, 
St. 40). And so the fun went on, as long as Hoccleve had, or 
could borrow, money (36/369). Then came illness and debt 
His rents but X4 a year {Be Reg,), his earnings nothing (36/364-5), 
his pension in arrear, and his salary too. A bad look-out. To 
improve it, he drifted into marriage, and his only prospect was to 
trot to Newgate (62/8), beg, steal, or starve {De Reg, 65/1802). 
He was ashamed to beg ; he wouldn't steal ; so he wisht to die 
{ilnd, 65/1808). When the old Beggar in De Regimine reproacht 
him for not being content with £4 a year, which ud find him in 
food, drink, and clothes (De Reg, 44/1217), he had to own to a wife 
— "Towe on my dystaf have I for to spynne" {ibid. 45/1226; 

^ The old Beggar says to Hoccleve : 

*' I . . not so wide a gowne have as is thyne. 
So smalle y-pynched, and so fresshe and gay." — 

DeReg., p. 15, L 40910. 

» "Hoom to the priuee seel," he says 81/188, but I suppose that "hoom" 
means back, and does not imply that Hoccleve had rooms in the Palace. 

• See Harrison's England^ p. 129, of my edition for the New Shaksiiere 
Society. I recollect a Uttle Oxford man in Lincoln's Inn Fields, who was always 
comforted by the cabmen calling him " Captain " when he was on the look-out 
for a cab : ** it shows they think I'm a gentleman." 



§ 3. Hccclcves poor Home, and his Wife. xxxvii 

53/1458), and that the fear of poverty made him sad (De Re/j, 42/ 

1244). He alludes twice in his De Reg. to his poor cottage, 34/940, 

" Whan that I at home dwelle in my poore cote " ; and 31/842-7 : 

** Servise, I wote wele, is none heritage ; 841 

Whan I am out of court another day, 
(As I mote whan upone me hastetho age, 
And that I no lenger laboure may,) 
Unto my poore cote — it is no nay — 845 

I mote me drawe, and my fortune abide, 
And sufEre the storme after the mery tide. 847 

As to the relations between Hoccleve and his wife, they were, I 
suspect — tho she was kind to him during his illness, p. 154, st. 57, 
and xziii above — like those between Chaucer and his wife, only 
much more so. They are shown in the 104th stanza of the Dialog, 
p. 136 below, where the poor poet says that, since a woman had such 
power that she broke the Deyil's (or Serpent's) head, it's a trifle to 
her to break a man's head. Therefore let no husband think it shame 
tho his wife breaks his head. Her ''reason" (instinct) demands 
power oyer men; and tho Holy Writ says men should have rule 
over their wives, it is the reverse in fact ; a man had better hang up 
his hatchet and sit down. Our fathers had to do the like (1. 748-9). 
Hoccleve was surely meant by nature to be under his wife's thumb, 
but couldn't take it out of her in chaff, as Chaucer did out of his. 
Mrs. Chaucer, however, wouldn't dare take such liberties with her 
husband as Mrs. Hoccleve would with hers. He evidently knew too 
what a wash at home was, 139/826. 

Still, our master Chaucer tells us by the mouth of the Wife of 

Bath, that a woman's rule of her husband is compatible with kindness 

to him: 

And whan that I / hadde geten vnto me, 
By maistrie / al the soueraynetee. 
And that he seyde / " myn owene trewe wyf , 
Do as thee lust / to terme of al thy lyf ; 
Keepe thyn honour / and keepe eek myn estaat " ; 
After that day / we hadden neuer debaat : 
God help me so / I was to hym as kynde 
As any wyf / from Denmark vnto Ynde, 
And also trewe / and so was he to me. 
Wife's Preamble, D, § 1, 817-825. EUesmere MS, p. 190; Six- 
Text, p. 357. See, too, L 1230-8 on the like state of things. 



zxrw-^ ( %. Rifvs,^^ itDKcl Kuo aajKS:.p€,, vd has Humcmr. 

7'tJt wsufe ifviAL. Kiitiizrrt. if.tk-TOi-tbt^vara faie kin J of ntmn^ 
xt feijvwjb iit lit C^jwu'jxid sul 'im IhuI ^o -wsikk Lis fntud in the 
j>unuaui >t^, UJvw, jl S»V4iiK And viieai cxite cid, HocckTe 
it tJtJlI V>^ Tjcii — pryni, be calk il, I'l T»£'-S — ^to voir ipecUdeSy 
tiiO W U l*jtihj^ Lb fi^in, di iLJuTBC it It noi usng glAflns (t5tc2. 

i^ut U; Itu tJtie Bkerit of Rioccii5xiii|r bit wakiftes, bis foUj, and 
Lie fx/ vatrdiee. He in&k«s up for tboe bj bi§ seiitiizi^iitjJ lore of tbe 
\if^ ^fiisj^ bis gexioiDe »IiicrKbon for Chancer, bis denundatioi] 
<^ tbe ^rximragaot fa^bk^os in dreas, tbe B^:l6ct of old aoldieis, &c.^ 
We w'uh be bad bt«& a better poet and a manlier fellow ; bat all of 
Uifftsti wluj've made fools of tbemaelTee, mof« or less, in their youth, 
wiJl fi^ for the poor old rersifieE. If he was willing to make 
uuyt'UtU lot his own fanlta bj homing Oldcastle and heretics, and 
utU^nng mocsl precepts, we Radifads and Teetotalleia are willing to 
jm^vide a painless lethal chamber for Lordly and other Tories, and 
driuk-«upf)lien — after the manner of lost dogs, — and to provide a like 

^ Htill, Hocclere hss an oecssional toack of humour, as when he says in 2)« 
JUiiUnifU,^^, 64, St. 218, HarL 486(S, It 27 bk.,— that Nema is the patron who 
h«l[;t his follows ; no one else does : — 

" Bot how ben yi fekwes lokyd to ^ 1485 

At home t ben not the! wele^ benefised t " 
" jis, fader, jis ; >er is on clept Nemo, 

He heli)e)> hem ; by hym ben* )>ei chericed, 
Ncre he, )>ey wereu porely chevycetf ; 1489 

He hem auanceth ; he fnlly' hir (rende is ; 
Sauf only hym, |)ey han but fewe frendes." 1491 
His Roundel to l^dy Money in the Ashbumham MS is also humorous ; and 
S(i (m hl« quis of his " lady " in the same MS, which Mr. Gollancz kindly lets me 

print I 

** Of my lady, wel me reioise I may : 

Hir Rolden forhoed is ful narw & smal, 
Hir browes been lyk to dym reed coral ; 
And AS the loet / hir yen glistren ay. 



Hir »>owpy cheekes been as softe as clay | ^^ j^ ^^ 
With large lowea and substancial S '' •" 

Hir nose / a pentice is, Yat it ne shal I Of fcc. 

R^^yne in hir mowth / thogh shee vp-rightos lay. 8 ( 



Hir mowth is nothyng scant / wttA lippes gray ; 
Hir chin vnnethe / may be seen at al ; ( Of 4c 

Hir oomly body /shape asa foot-bal; i 

And *h«»» nyngith / (Ul lyk* a Papelay. 12 ) 

^*\Wn\ X ^h^ h*th a »wt^l mouth," as is said of Launce*8 milkmaid in The 
IVv u\ ^;. •*♦.♦•» in. I, 8'.M) ^Cambr. sd, 1). " AboTe, p. xxix !•. 

» U*i U li>HUw Ktt Ky »*»» w*t « Hart, omita "b^." « ftUlj Rc«-, ftil H*a 



§ 4. Some of Hoccleves Poems. His " Mother of God** xxxix 

serene end for sweaters and anti-Home-Rulers. The mere idea of 
the thing makes one feel virtuous. There's a good deal of human 
nature in man. So we'll not throw stones at old Hocdeve. 

§ 4. Comments on some of Hoedeo^s poems. Setting aside the 
Idographical poems, the most interesting question ahout the others 
is, did he write The Mother of God (p. 52-6 helow), which, on the 
strength of two untrustworthy Scotch MSS, some of us at one time 
attributed to Chaucer 1 When I did so, 1 hadn't seen the Phillipps 
MS, in which this poem appears in Hoccleye's own hand among the 
other pieces — undoubtedly his — in the MS. Nor did I then feel 
the importance of the false ryme in the poem 54/64-6^ the verb 
honaure being spelt honure^ and made to ryme with cure, — a ryme 
which at once causd the German critics to declare that the poem 
was not Chaucer's. But as soon as I took up the Phillipps MS in 
Hoccleve's own hand, and then found the two other instances of 
this -our -iire ryme in its Old castle poem — to honure, wole endure, 
15/222-4, and peynture, honure (vb. itSxi,), figure , creature 21/410- 
15, and afterwards, two instances in De Regimine — honoure (vb. 
imper.), scripture^ creature 21/569-72; dishonourle] (3 pL pres.), 
cure, endure 85/2368-71, and one in the Durham MS, pure adj. 
honure vb. inf. 179/27-8,^ — I gladly gave up the poem as Chaucer's, 
and accepted it as Hoccleve's.^ It was a relief in this way, that the 
Mother of God had no mark or seal of Chaucer on it,^ and didn't fit 
properly into the time-order of his works; it had to be stufb in 
somewhere, so long as it was supposed genuine. On the other hand 
it seemd too good for Hoccleve, judgd by Wright's print of De 
Refjimine, which he took from a second-rate complete MS (Keg. 17 
D 6), instead of the better, tho still faulty Harleian 4866, which has 

' There is at least one more — 9cripture^ to hmurt — in the Ashbumham Hoc- 
cleve MS, in the first stanza of the " Fabnla" of the ** De beata Vir^ne," made 
at the instance of T. Marlebnrgh. The MS has not its leaves numberd. 

* Inside lines be sometimes spelU the nonn honur iifbOA, 126/577, 135/821 
kc, and the adjective hcnurabU 17/275, 128/682, &c Hoccleve of coarse found 
h(mur, honurer in Old French, and no doubt often wrote them so himself in the 
French docnments he copied. He has this line in the Ashbumham MS : 
** Uonnr hir« / if thow wilt honured be." 

' The Virgin's Uats too, in 54/72, didn't look like Chaucer's good taste. Her 
pap8 apfiear again in Hoccleve, iu 47/112. 



xl § 4. Hoccleve copies C/uiiccer. His Fofttis and Metre. 

lost its first leaf ^ and its last. But Hoccleve's poems to the Yirgia 
— poor tho they be — are, I think, better than his other productions, 
and in the Mother of God he undoubtedly did his best 

As the student reads Hoccleve, he will hear many echoes of 
Chaucer, and uses of his words and phrases.^ But there is a phrase 
in De Refjimine that I don't recollect having seen earlier, the original 
of our " I told yon so ! " When the Old Beggar has spent all his 
coin, the folk who used to flatter and give-in to him, turn on him : — 

St. 103, p. 26 ; Harl. 4866, If. 13 bk. 
Now seyn fey fus, "I wiste wel alway 715 

)?at him destroye wolde his fool largesse ; 
/ tolde hym so ; and euer he seyde, nay." 

And 3it they lyen al, [a]s God me blesse ... cms ai*] 718 

I also suppose Hoccleve to be the first user of "know what's 
what" (138/778, below).8 

Perhaps the oddest word that Hoccleve uses is ddauee, Fr. dclavS^ 
172/901. He repeats it in the Ashbumham MS, ''Becam I of my 
body delauee," in the Answer of Lady Money to Hoccleve. The 
Virgin is the ^^feyiUer of wo & stryf," 52/12 ; "without authority" 
is ^^vnhad aucthoritie," 115/135; "a coin-clypper " may appear first 
in 112/66, and ' kerfe ' sb. in 185/203. A look thro tho Glossary wUl 
show a few other unusual words ; ordinarily Hoccleve is commonplace. 

Of the Double vowel for lengthy Hoccleve is fond, but is not 
constant to it. On p. 50, 1. 25 he has haasty in 1. 37 liast. He has 
aart,paart 13/150-2; paart 3/104, aart 14/196, hut part, art 3/111- 
12, art n. 126/565; art vb. 45/75, 46/88, 61/11 ; darst 44/40, dot' 
45/48; haaat (hast) 7/225, 8/7, 9/31, 11/107, 14/200, 50/25, 125/ 
539, 130/670, 131/699, 237/20, &c. ; but hast 4/123, 47/115, 

^ I expect that the first leaf had an illumination of Hoccleve prcsentiuf; bio 
MS to the Prince of Wales, and that "SomOTe Furyows Foole Have Cutt the 
same " leaf ofT, as a later hand says of the cut-away portrait of Chaucer on loaf 
139 of Harl. MS 4826. 

• See 6/204, 26/22, 30/159, 37/380, 40/37, 43/18, 67/20, Itc, kc 
» Isn't Chaucer the first ustr of ** Why " for ** Well then " ? 
*• What eyleth yow / to grucche thus and gronel 
Is it for ye woldc haue my queynte allone? 
Wyf taak it al / lo, haue it euery deel ! 
Pet«r, I bhrowe yow / but ye lone it wecl." 

mfr n/Bnth'H I'rramhlc, D, 8 1, 1. 443-5. Ellcsmere 
MS, p. 179, Six-Text, p. 346. 



§ 4. Hoccleve^s Double Vowels and his Metre, xli 

50/37, 71/122; huaste vb. i., 129/646; haath 126/557, &c. (but 
jMth 8/244, 11/97, 103, 24/508, 65/15-17, 126/570)', vmad 72/151, 
130/683, 685, 693; 139/107, &c (but made 56/140, 133/770, 
138/59); taaatid (tasted) 123/485; taaste n. (taste) 7/214, vb. 29/ 
123, waar 11/88, 36/351, 129/652, &c. ; but Beioar 14/193, 130/ 
680; vnwar 26/41 ; waast (waste) n. 36/371. 

ee: Eeues (Eve's) 132/722; cheertee 48/32, 58/20, 62/7; eerhj 
31/180, 62/21; forgeete 68/29; reedy (ready) 66/41; seetden 30/ 
165; attemjnee 40/13; 6ee/^ (be ye) 55/127, 58/18; eerthely 11 j 
292-7; eer</*6 55/90; Weet(? 144/240; A^ieew 45/50, 140/128; A:wec/f?e;n 
31/196; reetrg 12/131, 38/412, 121/414-15, 141/152; threexo 140/ 
132; treewe 33/273, 34/277, 125/540, 127/598, 134/798, 137/48, 
139/92, (but trewe 13/163); treewdy 121/433, 141/158. Other u s 
are : Retde vb. 66/66, n. 39/8 ; seur (sure) 35/320, 48/14, 61/7 ; Dm 
adj. 39/440, ^IjlZ] pared 44/36. 

oo : dooth imper. 42/32, 43/55 ; farrth 2/60, 27/78, 41/15 ; koolly 
3/112, &c. 

ou: doumb 38/433; souffyse 46/100, souffissance 51/70; souffre 
34/288, 40/23, 30; «OM^erf 68/51, (but suffre 30/151); smtffridut 
bijb^, but soffraunce 109/384. For high, be has /iy/y adv. 68/49, 
on hy 1/46, ^y adj. 39/3, 48/42. 

Hocdeve's metre is poor. So long as he can count ten syllables 
by his fingers, he is content. He rightly apologises in 50/48 for his 
"Meetiynge amis," and in 57/12-13 for "how vnconnyngly My 
book is metrid." He constantly thwarts the natural run of his line 
by putting stress on a word that shouldn't bear it, or using a strong 
syllable as a weak one — as Browning also often does : 

Du^ly in his conceites balaunce 131/601, 

Ful many a man / for to taken heede 131/605, 

Now, good freend / shoue at th6 cart, I yow praye 132/617, 

Eight so / let it be by wrytynge amendid 135/700. 

He turns the pronoun hire her, into two syllables : 

40/24, In preiudice of hire (not " to hire ") by no way, 

141/53, he hire yaf wordes confortatyf*, 

143/97, he stiied hire / whan he fond hir soul [above]. 

Hocdeve often breaks a measure awkwardly with his pause, as in 



xxxiv § 3. Hoccleves Patrons, Associates, and CJiarader. 

In the present volume, p. 135, lines 694-7, Hoccleve cites 

Chaucer's Wife of Bath as his authority for saying that women 

don't like men to put any vice on them, attribute any evil to them. 

As she saySy 

Ne I wolde nat / of hym corrected be, 
I hate hym / that my vices telleth me, 
And so doo mo / god woot of vs / than I. 

Wife of Bath's Prolog, D § 1, 1. 661-3 EUesmere 
MS, p. 185 ; Six-Text, p. 352. 

He also adopts Chaucer's excuse when he is blamed for abusing 
the women he meant to defend: *'I wasn't the author of these 
accusations, I was only the reporter of other folk's tales. What they 
said, I wrote, but I never said it myself," 137/760-3. Why didn't 
he confess that he had but adapted the poem from Christine de 
Pisan 1 The influence of Chaucer is felt all thro Hoccleve. 

§ 3. Hocdeve^s Patrons, Associates, and Clvaraeter, Among Hoc- 
cleve's patrons were Henry IV (p. 47), Henry V, both when Prince 
of Wales^ (p. 61) and King (p. 62), Humfrey, Duke of Gloster (p. 
129), the Duke of Bedford, Regent of France (pt 56), the Duke of 
York, father of Edward lY, who once askt the poet to send him 
all the balades he had left (p. 49), the Duchess of York (50/22-4), 
John of Gaunt {De. Reg. 19/512-25), the Lord Chancellor (p. 58), 
the Countess of Westmorland, daughter of John of Gaunt (p. 23), 
Lady Hereford (p. 8), Robert Chichele, probably a relative of Henry 
Chichelo, the Archbp. of Canterbury (bom c, 1362, died 1442), and 
possibly Sir John Oldcastle before his heresy so-cald (p. 8). Among 
his friends were Sir Henry Somer, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
John Carpenter the famous town-clerk and benefactor of London,* 



' Beggar. — ** My lord the princ^, knowoth he the nat ! 






Hoccleve. ** Vis, fader, he ib my goo<l gracious lon>.*' — 

De Reg,, p. 66, L 1832, 1886. 

Also the Beggar says to the poet, ib. 69/1899 : 

•* My lortf the prynce is good lord the to." 

' The City folk long feasted on and plunderd his charity bequest, but in 
1833 founded the City of London School out of it. 

The tone of the Balade on p. 63 is that of one fViend to another who *d be 
likely to intercede with the writer's creditors, st. 4, and not to Jn. Carpenter, 
Bp. of Worcester, oven when he was Master of St. Anthony's School and Hos- 
pital, or Provost of Oriel (1480). Wouldn't a priest too have been cald "Sir 
John " instead of ** Maister " t 



§ 3. Hoccleves Associates and Character. Bred a Priest, xxxv 

Mr. Massey, connected with the Duke of Bedford (p. 57), and Mr. 
Picard, tutor to Henry V when Prince of Wales (p. 50). He belongd 
to a dining-club in the Temple, and the five Privy-Seal clerks he 
names are Prentys and Arundel (35/321), and Baillay, Hethe and 
Ofibrde (60/25-6). As yet we have entries naming only three of 
these clerks ; Hethe (p. x above), Prentys and Arundel in the note 
below.^ Whether the T. Marleburgh, at whose request Hocdeve 
wrote his third Virgin-poem in the Ashbumham MS (p. xxviii 
above), was a patron or friend, is not known. 

There is so little of the country in Hoccleve's works, ^ that he 
was no doubt a cockney. I see no evidence that he had ever crost 
a horse ; ' and he was too much of a coward (p. 30, st. 22 below) to 
play football or any other rough game. Meant to be a priest, he 
was no doubt brought up at some Monastery School, perhaps livd 
altogether with the monks as an acolyte. He was probably driven 
and longed with a sharp curb, and kept on the dumb-jockey all day. 

When he got free, and was his own master, he naturally kickt 
up his heels, and at 18 he seems to have tumd into a smart Govern- 
ment-Clerk while waiting for a benefice that he never got. He no 

^ PrentiB and Arundel are mentiond in 1431 — as entitled to cloth and lamb- 
fur — ^in the Privy-CouncU Proceedings atid Ordinaneee, 1429-36, ed. Nicolas 
1885, voL iv, p. 77, 

[Additional MS in British Museum, 4606, art. 48, a modem Transcript. 

"Petition to the Council, with the Answer, 14th February, 9 Hen. VI, 1431] 
" Please au tressage counseil nostre tressoverain seigneur le Roy, granter une 
lettre de garrant desoubz le prive seal, directe as Tresorer et Barons de fescbequer, 
pur fair pleine et dehu aUouance a William Philippe, chivaler, tresourer de 
ronstel nostre dit seigneur, en son accompt qi est arendre devant eux a cause de 
son dit office, des sommes ensuyantz pur cei-tains draps et furres agnelx, achetez 

Sur dlverses clers, escuiers et henxmen a la suyt du dit houstiel, encontre le feste 
e Noel, Tan ix"? assavoir, a John Burey, Biobert Felton, John Langton, John 
Tiphan, John de Pount, John Prentys^ John Arundcll, John Seward, Nich[o]as] 
Sturgeon et Thomas Walbon, clercs, a chascun en ]irice de v. virges de violet 
engrenez, xl! — xx^ John Perient, Thomas Walsyngham, Thomas Bolthorp, Wil- 
liam Caldwell, et John Waddesworth, escuiers, a chascun d'eux, en price de 
draps de colour et de raye, xiij"! — ixM xviii! ix4 a William Bourgchier, Kicliard 
Veer, Thomas Beauchamp, Edward Hull, John Norbury, Johonni Courcy, 
"Boherte Selnt-Johan, et Hugh Malet, henxmen de la Royne, a chascun d'eux, 
en price de draps de colour et de raye, et un furre de noir agnelx, ovesqu^ le 
fkiaoor de sa robe, xv*. vj4 — viV iiij*. 

**{!% dmto.) xiiij* die Februarij, anno &c nono, concordatum est per con- 
allium, quod sub privato sigillo, fiat garantum prout infra petitur." 

' The proverbial cherry-fair, De Beg, p. 47, 1. 1289, was probably hold in 

town. > Did he see the hunt in 146/184-7 below ? 



xxxvi § 3. Hoccleve a smart OovemmerU'Clerh ; tlien very poor. 

doubt jetted along the Strand in fine weather in the ^Eishionable wide- 
sleevd cloak of the time,^ down to the Privy-Seal Office in the Palace 
at Westminster, where he would see the Prince of Wales and the 
nobles he mentions in his works, and have a chance of talking to 
them. As the Strand wasn't paved till 1533, in winter the way was 
deep (31/193), and Hoccleve took a boat from Chester's Inn (Somerset 
House) to Westminster, and there workt more or less. When young, 
he was free with his money, stuft and drank at the cook-shops and 
taverns at Westminster — paying whatever was askt (p. 30-1) — and 
instead of going back to the office^ after dinner, went for an outing 
on the river (31/190). The watermen, seeing he was weak, cald him 
"Maister" (31/201), which tickled his vanity — it was a term applied 
only to gentlemen^ — and drew money from him. Then he *d adjourn 
to Paul's Head Tavern, close to the Cathedral, where he 'd treat and 
kiss the girls, or to his Dinner Club in the Temple, and either at 
one of these places, or in his rooms at Chester's Inn, sit up drinking 
all night (p. 34-5, st 39), and be loth to rise in the morning (p. 35, 
st. 40). And so the fun went on, as long as Hoccleve had, or 
could borrow, money (36/369). Then came illness and debt 
His rents but X4 a year {De Reg,\ his earnings nothing (36/364-5), 
his pension in arrear, and his salary too. A bad look-out. To 
improve it, he drifted into marriage, and his only prospect was to 
trot to Newgate (62/8), beg, steal, or starve (De Reg. 65/1802). 
He was ashamed to beg; he wouldn't steal; so he wisht to die 
{ibid, 65/1808). When the old Beggar in De Regiviine reproacht 
him for not being content with £4 a year, which ud find him in 
food, drink, and clothes {De Reg, 44/1217), he had to own to a wife 
— "Towe on my dystaf have I for to spynne" {ibid. 45/1226; 

^ The old Beggar says to Hoccleve : 

" I . . not 9o wide a gowne have as is thyne, 
So smalle y-pynched, and so fresshe and gay.** — 

DelUg., p. 15, 1. 40910. 

' "Hoom to the priuee seel,** he says 31/188, but I suppose that "hoom*' 
means back, and does not imply that Hoccleve had rooms in the Palace. 

' See Harrison's England, p. 129, of my edition for the New .Shak8j»err 
Society. I rocoUect a little Oxford man in Lincoln's Inn Fields, who was always 
comforted by the cabmen calling him " Captain *' when he was on the look-out 
for a cab : "it shows they think I'm a gentleman." 



§ 3. Hccclcves poor Home, and his Wife, xxxvii 

53/1458), and that the fear of poverty made him sad (Be Reg. 42/ 

1244). He alludes twice in his De Reg, to his poor cottage, 34/940, 

" Whan that I at home dwelle in my poore cote " ; and 31/842-7 : 

•* Servise, I wote wele, is none heritage ; 841 

Whan I am out of court another day, 
(As I mote whan upone me hastetho age, 
And that I no lenger laboure may,) 
Unto my poore cote — it is no nay — 845 

I mote me drawe, and my fortune abide. 
And suffre the storme after the mery tide. 847 

As to the relations between Hoccleve and his wife, they were, I 
suspect — tho she was kind to him during his illness, p. 154, st. 57, 
and xxiii above — like those between Chaucer and his wife, only 
much more so. They are shown in the 104th stanza of the DicUog, 
p. 136 below, where the poor poet says that, since a woman had such 
power that she broke the Devil's (or Serpent's) head, it's a trifle to 
ber to break a man's head. Therefore let no husband think it shame 
tho his wife breaks his head. Her "reason" (instinct) demands 
power over men; and tho Holy Writ says men should have rule 
over their wives, it is the reverse in fact ; a man had better hang up 
his hatchet and sit down. Our fathers had to do the like (1. 748-9). 
Hoccleve was surely meant by nature to be under his wife's thumb, 
but couldn't take it out of her in chaff, as Chaucer did out of his. 
Mra Chaucer, however, wouldn't dare take such liberties with her 
husband as Mrs. Hoccleve would with hers. He evidently knew too 
what a wash at home was, 139/826. 

Still, our master Chaucer tells us by the mouth of the Wife of 

Bath, that a woman's rule of her husband is compatible with kindness 

to him: 

And whan that I / hadde geten vnto me, 
By maistrie / al the soueraynetee. 
Aid that he seyde / " myn owene trewe wyf , 
Do as thee lust / to terme of al thy lyf ; 
Keepe thyn honour / and keepe eek myn estaat " ; 
After that day / we hadden neuer debaat : 
God help me so / I was to hym as kynde 
As any wyf / from Denmark vnto Ynde, 
And also trewe / and ho was he to me. 
Wife 8 Preamble, D, § 1, 817-825. EUesmere MS, p. 190; Six- 
Text, p. 357. See, too, L 1230-8 on the like state of thing?. 



xxxviii § 3. Hoccleve weak and sensitive, yet has Humour. 

The same weak, sensitive, look-on-the- worst side kind of man^ 
is shown in his Complaint and his Dialog with his friend in the 
Durham MS, below, p. 94-139. And when quite old, Hoccleve 
is still too vain — proud, he calls it, 51/56-8 — to wear spectacles, 
tho he is losing his sight, and injures it by not using glasses {ihid» 
p. 59-63). 

But he has the merit of recognizing his weakness, his folly, and 
his cowardice. He makes up for these by his sentimental love of the 
Virgin Mary, his genuine admiration for Chaucer, his denunciation 
of the extravagant fashions in dress, the neglect of old soldiers, &c.^ 
We wish he had been a better poet and a manlier fellow ; but all of 
those who 've made fools of themselves, more or less, in their youth, 
will feel for the poor old versifier. If he was willing to make 
amends for his own foults by burning Oldcastle and heretics, and 
uttering moral precepts, we Eadicals and Teetotallers are willing to 
provide a painless lethal chamber for Lordly and other Tories, and 
drink-suppliers — ^after the manner of lost dogs, — and to provide a like 

^ Still, Hoccleve has an occasional touch of humoar, as when he says in De 

JUgimine, — ^p. 54, st. 218, HarL 4866, If. 27 bk., — ^that Nemo is the patron who 

helps his fellows ; no one else does : — 

" But how ben }i felawes lokyd to 1485 

At home I ben not thei wele' benefised t " 
" jis, fader, jis ; )>er is on clept Nejno, 

He helped hem ; by hym ben' )>ei chericed. 
Nere he, )>ey wereu porely chevy cetf ; 1489 

He hem auanceth ; he fully' hir frende is ; 
Sauf only hym, ))ey han but fewe frendes." 1491 

His Roundel to Lady Money in the Ashbumham MS is also humorous ; and 

so is his quiz of his " lady " in the same MS, which Mr. Gollancs kindly \eU me 

print: 

" Of my lady, wel me reioise I may : 

Hir ^olaen forheed is ful narw k smal, 
Hir browee been lyk to dym reed coral ; 
And as the leet / hir yen glistren ay. 4 
Hir bowpr chcekes been as «>«« aji day { ^^ ,^ ^ 
With large lowes and substancial ) •' •'' 

Hir nose / a pentice is, >at it ne shal ) Of Ac 

Reyne in hir mowth / thogh shee yprightes lay. 8 f 
Hir roowth is nothyng scant / with lippes gray ; \ 

Hir chin vnnethe / may be seen at al ; > Of &c. 

Hir comly body / shape as a foot-bal ; ( 

And sheesyngith/fullykea Papelay. 12; 

" Item : She bath a sweet mouth," as is said of Launce's milkmaid in The 
Two OcrUUmen^ III. L 320 (Cambr. ed. 1). ' Above, p. xxix n. 

1 HatL hoom ben (wy not wel. * Hurl, omits **ben." > fkiUy Reg., ful UarL 



§ 4. Soitit of HoccUves Poems. His ''Mother of God** xxxix 

serene end for sweaters and anti-Home-Bulers. The mere idea of 
the thing makes one feel virtuous. There's a good deal of human 
natore in man. So we'll not throw stones at old Hocdeve. 

§ 4. Comments on some of Hocclev^s poems. Setting aside the 
biographical poems, the most interesting question ahout the others 
isy did he write The Mother of God (p. 52-6 below), which, on the 
strength of two untrustworthy Scotch MSS, some of us at one time 
attributed to Chaucer 1 When I did so, 1 hadn't seen the Phillipps 
MS, in which this poem appears in Hoccleve's own hand among the 
other pieces — undoubtedly his — ^in the MS. Nor did I then feel 
the importance of the fake ryme in the poem 54/64-6, the verb 
honours being spelt honure^ and made to ryme with cure, — a ryme 
which at once causd the German cntics to declare that the poem 
was not Chaucer's. But as soon as I took up the Phillipps MS in 
Hoccleve's own hand, and then found the two other instances of 
this -our -ure ryme in its Oldcastle poem — to honure^ wole endurCy 
16/222-4, and peynture, honure (vb. infin.), figure, creature 21/410- 
15, and afterwards, two instances in De Regimine — honours (vb. 
imper.), scripture, creature 21/569-72; dishonour\e\ (3 pL pres.), 
cure, endure 85/2368-71, and one in the Durham MS, pure adj. 
honure vb. inl 179/27-8,^ — I gladly gave up the poem as Chaucer's, 
and accepted it as Hoccleve's.^ It was a relief in this way, that the 
Mother of God had no mark or seal of Chaucer on it,^ and didn't fit 
properly into the time-order of his works; it had to be stuft in 
somewhere, so long as it was supposed genuine. On the other hand 
it seemd too good for Hoccleve, judgd by Wright's print of De 
Regimine, which he took from a second-rate complete MS (Beg. 17 
D 6), instead of the better, tho still faulty Harleian 4866, which has 

^ There is at least one more — uripturty to honurt — in the Ashbnrnham Hoc- 
cleye MS, in the first stanza of the " Fabula " of the ** De beata Yir^ine," made 
at the instance of T. Marleborgh. The MS has not its leaves nnmberd. 

' Inside lines he sometimes spells the nonn honur 24/504, 126/577, 135/821 
&c., and the adjective honurahU Vll7!l$, 128/682, kc Hoccleve of coarse found 
honwr, honwrtr in Old French, and no doubt often wrote them so himself in the 
French documents he copied. He has this line in the Ashburnham MS : 
•* Honnr hir« / if thow wilt honured be." 

' The Virgin's teats too, in 54/72, didn't look like Chaucer's good taste. Her 
paps apjiear again in Hoccleve, iu 47/112. 



xl § 4. Goccleve copies C/umcer. His Fornis and Metre. 

lost its first leaf ^ and its last. But Hoccleve's poems to the Vii^nn 
— poor tho they be — are, I think, better than his other productions, 
and in the Mother of God he undoubtedly did his best 

As the student reads Hoccleve, he will hear many echoes of 
Chaucer, and uses of his words and phrases.^ But there is a phrase 
in De Reffimine that I don't recollect having seen earlier, the original 
of our *^ I told yon so ! " When the Old Beggar has spent all his 
coin, the folk who used to flatter and give-in to him, turn on him : — 

St. 103, p. 26 ; Harl. 4866, If. 13 bk. 
Now seyn fey fus, "I wiste wel alway 715 

)?at him destroye wolde his fool largesse ; 
/ tolde hym so ; and euer he seyde, nay." 

And }it they lyen al, [ajs God me blesse . . . [MS«i«] 718 

I also suppose Hoccleve to be the first user of ''know what's 
what" (138/778, below).* 

Perhaps the oddest word that Hoccleve uses is detaueCf Fr. delave^ 
172/901. He repeats it in the Ashbumham MS, *' Becam I of my 
body delauee," in the Answer of Lady Money to Hoccleve. The 
Virgin is the ^^feynter of wo & stryf," 52/12; "without authority" 
is ^^vnhad aucthoritie," 116/135; "a coin-clypper " may appear first 
in 1 1 2/66, and * kerfe ' sh. in 185/203. A look thro tho Glossary will 
show a few other unusual words ; ordinarily Hoccleve is commonplace. 

Of the Double vowel for length, Hoccleve is fond, but is not 
constant to it. On p. 50, 1. 25 he has Jiaasty in I. 37 hast. He has 
aart, paart 13/150-2 ; paart 3/104, aart 14/196, hut part, art 3/111- 
12, art n. 126/565; art vb. 45/75, 46/88, 61/11 ; darst 44/40, dor 
45/48; haast (hast) 7/225, 8/7, 9/31, 11/107, 14/200, 50/25, 125/ 
539, 130/670, 131/699, 237/20, &c. ; but hast 4/123, 47/115, 

' I expect that the first leaf had an illumination of Hoccleve prcsentiug hiii 
MS to the Prince of Walea, and that "Somj/ie Fiu^ows Foole Have Cutt the 
same " leaf off, as a later hand says of the cut-away portrait of Chaucer on leaf 
139 of Harl. MS 4826. 

« See 6/204, 26/22, 30/159, 37/380, 40/37, 43/18, 67/20, &c, Ac. 
« Isn't Chaucer the first user of " Why " for '* Well then " ? 
** What eyleth yow / to grucche thus and grone ? 
Is it for ye woldc haue my queynte allone? 
l^y! taak it al / lo, hauft it fUery de**l ! 
Peter, I shrewe yow / but ye Ioup it wecl. " 

fK»/r ofBnth'H Pmnnhle, D, § 1, 1. 443-5. Ellcsmere 
MS, p. 179, Six Text, p. 346. 



§ 4. Hoccleve's Double Vowels and his Metre, xli 

50/37, 71/122; huaste vb. i., 129/646; hiath 126/557, &c. (but 
fMih 8/244, 11/97, 103, 24/508, 65/15-17, 126/570)', Diaad 72/151, 
130/683, 685, 693; 139/107, &c. (but made 56/140, 133/770, 
138/59); taadld (tasted) 123/485; taaste n. (taste) 7/214, vb. 29/ 
123, waar 11/88, 36/351, 129/652, &c.; but Bewar 14/193, 130/ 
680; vnwar 26/41 ; waast (waste) n. 36/371. 

ee: Eeues (Eve's) 132/722; c^cer^e 48/32, 58/20, 62/7; eerly 
31/180, 62/21 ; forgeete 68/29 ; r<?ceZy (ready) 66/41 ; seetden 30/ 
165; aUempree 40/13; Z>ee^^ (be ye) 55/127, 58/18; eerthely 17/ 
292-7; eerthe 55/90; Weew 144/240; A:n6e?(; 45/50, 140/128; A7*ee/e?ew 
31/196; reeice 12/131, 38/412, 121/414-15, 141/152; threeto 140/ 
132; <rceM;« 33/273, 34/277, 125/540, 127/598, 134/798, 137/48, 
139/92, (but treioe 13/163); treetcdy 121/433, 141/158. Other u s 
are : Beule vb. 66/66, n. 39/8 ; seur (sure) 35/320, 48/14, 61/7 ; Due 
ailj. 39/440, 61/13; pared. 44/36. 

00 : doofh imper. 42/32, 43/55 ; fofrrth 2/60, 27/78, 41/15 ; hoolly 
3/112, &c. 

ou: domnb 38/433; souffyse 46/100, souffissance 51/70; souffro 
34/288, 40/23, 30; souffred 68/51, (but suffre 30/151); souffridut 
54/58, but soffraunce 109/384. For high, he has hyhj adv. 68/49, 
on Ay 1/46, hy adj. 39/3, 48/42. 

Hoccleve's metre is poor. So long as he can count ten syllables 
by his fingers, he is content. He rightly apologises in 50/48 for his 
"Meetiynge amis," and in 57/12-13 for "how vnconnyngly My 
book is metrid.'' He constantly thwarts the natural run of his line 
by patting stress on a word that shouldn't bear it, or using a strong 
syllable as a weak one — as Browning also often does : 

Du^Iy in his conceits balaunce 131/601, 

Fnl many 4 man / for to taken heede 131/605, 

Now, good freend / shoue at th6 cart, I yow praye 132/617, 

Right so / let it be by wryt/nge amendid 135/700. 

He turns the pronoun hire her, into two syllables : 

40/24, In preiudice of hire (not " to hire ") by no way, 

141/53, he hire yaf wordes confortatyf*, 

143/97, he stiied hire / whan he fond hir soul [above]. 

Hoccleve often breaks a measure awkwardly with his pause, as in 



xlii § 4. Hoccleve's Metrical Patise, and e hefoi^e a VotoeL 

" Wiste I what / good freend / tefl on what is best " 129/552. 
" Or thow auysed be wel / and wel knowe " 1 33/648. 
" Eule him shal / no thinge shal out horn him breke" 133/654. 
" Thou woost wel / on wommen greet wyt & lak«" 134/667. 

He not only lets the metrical pause stop the cutting-off of a final 

e before a vowel or an A, but he keeps the e also in other parts of 

the line : 

Wolde god, by my speechb* and my sawe 67/21, 

To helthe him profyte / ne god qweeme 9/40, 

pat he were of / nat sholde hardy be 14/189, 

From thyn Hynesse haue a tokne or tweye 38/419, 

Of giltes all^ haue an excellence 45/61, 

For our behoue han so mochil wroght 46/98, 

And werre make, & sharp r^sistence 26/51, 

And thus to craue / artith me my neede 39/438, 

Shameth to weme / as )>at I byleeue 39/442, 

With his mowth made / and off his noblesse 56/130, 

O ground and roote of prosperitee 25/2, 

The hope of myn exaudicioun 44/30, 

It for to serue in his cleer brightnesse 18/308, 

So moche is a popes auctoritee 18/315 H So / moche is /), 

How \ai his gouemance is despysid 3Zj27b, 

The gretter needg hath it of his cure 45/67, 

So largeliche opned is thy sydo 3/88, 

If he take heede vnto the scripture 32/235, 

Or take my way / for fer^ into France 139/823. 

Of the eighteen poems in the Phillipps MS, George Mason printed 
the six autobiographic ones in 1796 : " Poems by Thomas Hocdeve, 
never before printed : selected from a MS in the possession of Oeorge 
Mason," &c They are, (1) p. 15, the "Balade to the Lord Chancellor " 
(p. 58 below) ; (2) p. 27, "La Male Kegle" (p. 25 below) ; (3) p. 59, 
the <' Balade and Boundel to Somer " (p. 59-60 below) ; (4) p. 65, 
the " Balade to Sir Hy. Somer" (p. 64 below) ; (5) p. 71, the Balade 
« Au Koy " (Henry V, p. 62 below) ; (6) p. 73, the " Balade to my 
maister Carpenter" (p. 63 below), whom Mason made the Bp. of 
Worcester, or the Rev. John Carpenter who was afterwards Bp, of 
Worcester, but whom I make the more probable John Carpenter, the 
well-known town-clerk and benefactor of London, whose charitable 
bequest, after having been mainly guzzled or misapplied by the City 



§ 4. Prints of some of Jloccleve's Works, xliii 

Corporation for centuries, was in part used to found the City of 
London School in 1833. 

In 1602 Speght printed, in his second edition of Chaucer's 
Works, p. 424, Hoccleve's Balade to Henry V and the Knights of 
the Garter, p. 41 below, under the title of " To the Kings most noble 
Grace, and to the Lords and Knights of the Gartar." It was 
reprinted in 1687, and by Urry, &c. 

In 1614, as noted above, p. xxiv, the poet William Browne 
reprinted Hoccleve's second Oesta story of Fortunatus (p. 214, &c., 
below) in the first Eglogue of his ShepJieards Pipe, and W. C. 
Hazlitt reprinted it in his edition of Browne's Works (Roxburgh 
Library), u. 178-196. 

Next, about 1625, the Rev. Richard James, B.D., Fellow of 
Corpus Chr. Coll., Oxford, copied and annotated Hoccleve's Remon- 
strance with Oldcastle, p. 8 below, and evidently meant to publish 
it: see "The Legend and Defence of y* Noble Knight and Martyr 
Sir John Oldcastel " in the James MS 34, in the Bodleian, or the 
Grenville MS 35 in the British Museum. This copy by James — 
which had mistakes — Dr. Grosart printed, with James's notes and 
Dedication to Lord Bourchier,^ in his " Poems &c of Richard James 
B-D." 1880. Then in 1882 Miss L. T. Smith edited Hoccleve's 
poem from the Phillipps MS, in AngUa, vol. 5, with only three 
mistakes in the text that need be notist — ^notdce for norice, and lore 
for lore, st. 27, lines 4 and 6 ; might for noght in st. 36, line 7 — 
and one in the Latin sidenote to st. 24 : she left-out '' vel militart«" 
after **Clericus." Next to La Male Begle^ readers will probably be 
most interested in '* The Court of good Company's balade to Sir Hy. 
Somer," p. 64. 

In 1801 Dr. John Leyden printed Hoccleve's Mother of God, 
p. 52-6 below, as Chaucer's, in his edition of the Complaynt of Scot- 

^ The Dedication is well known for its defence of Sir John Falstaffe, and its 
condemnation of Shakspere's " ignorant shifte of abusing Sir Jhon '' by substi- 
tating him for Oldcastle whom he had first pnt into 1 Henry I Ft because Old- 
castle's descendants objected to it So in the Epilog to 2 Henry IF, Shakspere 
wrote that he would "continue the Story . . . where Falstaffe shall dye of a 
sweat . . , For Old-Castle dyed a Martyr, and this is not the man. "~ See T?ie 
C^iUurie qf Praise, N. Sh. Soc., p. 164-5, 268-9. 



xliv § 4. Prints of IToccleves Poems. The "Letter of Cupid'* 

land} from John of Ireland's MS in the Advocates* Library, Edin- 
burgh. The poem was also printed from Leyden, as Chaucer's, in the 
First Seiiesr of Notes ^ Queries^ vol. xii, p. 140-1, Aug. 25, 1855, and 
by Dr. R. Morris in his Aldine edition of Chaucer's Poetical Works, 
1866, at the end of vol. vi, from the Bodleian MS Selden B 24. 
Lastly (woe is me !) I printed it in 1878 from its only three known 
MSS in the Chaucer Society's Parallel-Texts of the Minor Poems, 
no. LYII, and separately, in 1880, from the Phillipps MS in no. 
LXI, " A One-Text Print of Chaucer's Minor Poems," Part 11. Dr. 
MuiTay read the copy with the MS for me. The other ten Poems 
of the Phillipps MS appear for the first time in the present edition. 

For the text of •'The Letter of Cupid," 1402, p. 72, I must 
apologize. I forgot to look at my old notes of 1871 for the MSS of 
it, and used my Fairfax copy without testing it by Shirley's and 
other MSS. Then I had it collated with these, and Prof. Skeat 
toucht up the final e's; but still many parts of the text were un- 
satisfactory, and the stanzas seemd in wrong order. Comparison 
with Christine de Pisan's original — of which Hoccleve's poem is but 
an adaptation with changes (see Notes below, p. 243), and to whicli 
our good friend Prof. Paul Meyer referd me — showd that the Fairfax 
man (or an earlier transcriber) had copied from a MS of which the 
leaves had been shuffled like a pack of cards ; and last came Hoc- 
cleve's autograph MS of the poem, which Lord Ashbumham has 
kindly lent to our friend Mr. Israel Gollancz, who will edit it for us. 
This set the stanzas in right order, and improved the text, tho Mr. 
Gollancz's edition of it will be better, and of course the standard text 

The Durham MS I first saw in 1871 (1), on my fruitless journey 
north to try and see Mr. Bowes's Midland MS of Eobert of Brunne's 
Ilandlyng SynnCy a MS which has never been heard of since it was 
in the late J. 0. Halliwell's hands for use in his Glossary.^ Out of 
this Durham MS some other '^Furiows Foole" (p. xl n, above) has 
torn out the first two sheets, a and h in eights, and the good old 
tailor-antiquary, John Stowe, has copied a poor text in, on ten leaves 
of pa|)er. The vellum part, c — m in eights, n 1 — 3 (p. 115 below, 

1 E. E. T. Soc., Extra Series, 8, rc-edited by Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 

' He told me that he borrowd it of, and retnmd it to, Klrkpitrick Sharpe. 



§ 4. IToecL's " Gesta Romanorum " Stories, and '^Lerat to Dye." xlv 

to the end) is in Hoccleve's hand, and has on the last page his 
dedication to the Lady Westmorland, followd by his signature : see 
the Facsimile, with all the later scribbles on it. 

On the pathos of the poor sensitive old poet's sufferings under 
the coldness and suspicions of his former friends, after his madness, 
I have already remarkt. The best parts of the Durham volume are 
Hoceleve's englishings of the two stories from the Gesta Romanwum. 
The reader will find prose versions of them in the Society's edition 
by Mr. S. J. Herrtage (Extra Series, 1879, no. 33), at pages 311-22 
(Merelaus, as Jereslaus is there cald) and 180-96, the latter from 
Addit. MS 9066, as well as Shirley's Harleian 7333, copied by 
Impingham. The Emperor is there cald Godfridus. The Latin 
originals are in Oesterley's 1872 edition of the Gesta, — the Wife of 
the Emperor (or King) Octavianus and her scoundrel brother-in- 
law, at p. 648-654, cap. 249, app. 53 ; the Magic King, Brooch and 
Cloth, at p. 466 — 470, cap. 120 (112), Z^ mvlierum suhtili decepciofie. 
The king's name is Darius ; the third son's, Jonathas ; the ^ Puella 
ejus concubina" — " puella satis formosa" — is unnamed. Hoceleve's 
englishings and those of the prose G^ta should be read together. 
The whole English Gesta was of course printed by the Eoxburghe 
Club in 1838, Sir F. Madden editing; and I printed the prose 
Merelaus for the Chaucer Society in 1872, no. 7 of its Second Series, 
Part I of the " Originals and Analogues of some of Chaucer's Canter- 
bury Tales," p. 55-70, in illustration of the Man of Law's Tale 
of Constance. Of Magic Eings and Gems, Mr. Clouston has an 
interesting account in my edition of John Lane's " Continuation of 
Chaucer's Squire's Tale," p. 271, 334-347, 464, and of Magic CarpeU 
at p. 294 (Chaucer Society, 2nd Series, 1890). 

Tho I've lookt thro the Index De Morte (besides others) in 
Migne's Patrologice Cursus, as well as the Brit. Mus. Class Catalog 
of MSS about Death, I have faild to find the original of Hoceleve's 
Leme to Dye, It was, however, that of a prose version (ab. 1430-40) 
in the Lichfield Cathedral MS 16, which I saw years ago, and which 
Miss Rosa Elverson has copied out for us. This version is there 
attributed to St. Anselm (among whose works I can't see it), and is 
headed " tractatus qui scitte jnori appellatwr." It begins ** SyJ)))e al 



xlvi • § 4. The Prose Treatises of " Leme to Dyt^ John Gerson. 

maner men desireth by kynde to haue konnyng & knewliche on ^ 

hy^e and euerlastyng wysdom," and gives Hoccleve's fourth stanxa 

(p. 179) thus: '* First, y schal teche how ])ou schuldest deye; and 

af tirward how ]>oa schuldest lyue ; and after ]>at how ]>ou schuldest 

resceyue me by sacrement ; And at ])e last, how ]>ou schuldest preysy 

me bysyli with a clene mynd." 

Miss Elverson will edit this prose version for the Society, together 

with the best known englishing (from the French) of the Latin Sciie 

Mori} by John Grerson, properly Jean Charlier, bom at Gerson. This 

is Caxton's "The Art & Crafte to knowe well to dye" — "translated 

oute of Frensshe into Englysshe by Will? Caxton,*' London, 1490, 

folio, 13 leaves. Gerson was a contemporary of Hocdeve's, was 

born in 1363, and died on July 12, 1429, and " is mainly remembered 
in connection with his efforts to bring about a cessation of the great 
schism which had divided the (Eoman Catholic) church since 1378. 
His proposal was to depose both the rival popes, and elect a third in 
their room — a stop which was taken by the council held at Pisa in 
1 409, of which Gerson was a member as deputy of the University of 
Paris. . . Li 1419 he returned to his native country, and spent the 
loMt ten years of his life with his brother, the prior of a community 
of Celestine monks at Lyons, living an ascetic life, and devoting 
himself to religious meditation and the composition of theological 
and other treatises." — Blackie's Cyclopctdia, 

In the 1502 edition, printed by Hermann at Cologne, Gerson's 
tract takes up only 2^ pages, and begins : 

IF Johannes Gerson de Scientia bone mortis. Si veraces fide- 
lesque amici cuiuspiam egroti curam diligentius agant, pro ipsius vita 
corporali fragili & defoctibili conseruanda, exigunt a nobis multo 
fortius deus & caritas pro salute sua spirituali sollicitudine^ gerere 
spirituale^. In hac euim extrema mortis necessitate, fidelis probatur 
amicus . . . 

IF Prima pars continet quatuor exhortationes. IF Prima exhor- 
tatio est, *' Amice dilecte aut dilecta, considera nos omnes subiectos 
esse potenti manu dei, & ipsius voluntati omnes nos, cuiuscunque 
conditionis aut status, reges, principes, aut diuites & pauperes, mortis 
tributum soluere necesse est ... . [end of Part 4] Hinc expediens 
videtur, vt in quibuslibet pauperum hospitalibus vel domibus dei 
statuto firmaretur, ne quis ibidem eger suscipi posset, qui non primo 
ingressus die confessionem faceret, vel ydoneo sacerdoti ad hoc ipsum 

> The Addit MS 15, 105 in the Brit Mas. is: "TracUtulus vtilissimfa de 
arte hene moricndi, doctorit lacohi CarthusieDsmy/i prope Staffordiam, Incipit : 
* Omnes morimur, et qnasi aqua dilabimur in icmm, ' " 



§ 5. Copying in 1^82. Misa Teena Bochford Stnith. xlvii 

<1epatato, paratus confiten se continuo penitaret, sicut in domo del 
Patisiensi laudabiliter obseruatur &c. Finit. 

§ 6. The writing of these Forewords takes me back nearly ten 
years, to the time when the Phillipps MS was copied, the autumn 
of 1882. After a visit to my fellow-Shakspere-editor, Mr. W. G. 
Stone, at his peaceful home at Walditch near Bridport, I went across 
to work at MSS at Cheltenham, and to stop with the family of a 
young-lady lover of Shakspere and Browning, who had been helpt 
by my Introduction to the Leopold Shakspere and had written to 
me. Daily, after my work at the Hoccleve and Chaucer MSS in 
the Phillipps collection at Thirlestaine House, my gifted and sweet- 
sould young friend took me for one of the pretty walks round the 
town, sometimes through level meads, sometimes through Lackington 
churchyard, or by other paths to the Cotswold Hins,^ talking of the 
writers and people she honourd, telling me of her Indian life, her 
work at Cheltenham College, and in the evening singing me favourite 
songs, such as I named in my Forewords to the ** Earliest English 
Wills" (E. E. T. Soc., 1882, no. 78), last page. A pleasant time it 
vriis ; and little did I then think that the happy and brilliant future 
which I lookt forward to for my young friend would be so soon 
ended by her sad burning, and her death a week after, on Sept. 4, 
1883. The pain of that has now past, and the pleasure of the 
friendship remains. It mingles in my mind with the delightful 
summer Saturday afternoons and Sundays ^ last season on the river, 
when we dined on the bank opposite Hampton Court and teaed 
on Tatham's island — we, learned friends,' gentle women, nice girls, 
and darling children, with their pretty ways and eager **0h, Doctor, 

* On one walk there, during a later short visit, the local hunt came on to the 
Hills ; and very pretty it was to see the hounds searching the undergrowth 
while the red-coats watcht them, but no fox tumd out to give them a run. 

• How different it was yesterday, in our narrow sculUng-four ! — dull sky, 
hare banks, hardly a boat to be seen ; no fire in the lunch-room at Eel pie 
Island, keen cold wind for our run and walk on the bank, and dead against us 
all the way down. But still enjoyable, and the spurt enlivening. 

' And — talk of golden garters ! — did not one man famous for folk-lore, fairies, 
phOoeophy, Hebrew, and all sorts of other things, sheen in the sunlight, when 
be peeld to scull bow down-stream, and disclosed to our astonisht eyes, a cream 
ulk shirt ! Could luxury further go t 
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I can pull two now. You come and see me ! Mother, jou come 
too I " '' May we children have the boat all to otuselves ) Kone of 
you grown-ups. We can manage her, &c &e,*' Bless em all! I 
find life worth living. Don't you 1 Specially when you have an 
old randan and can tow and scull. (Don't mention the washing-up 
after picnic meals.) Well, the PhiUipps copy was set, and ought to 
have been issued in 1883 ; but I kept it back till I could complete, 
or get completed, the copy of part of the Durham MS which some 
good friend had transcribed for me years before. At last, after 
borrowing the MS twice, by forbearing Mr. Fowler's indulgence, this 
was managed. And here the Text at last is, as the foregoer, I trust, 
of Mr. Gollancz's edition of the Ashbumham Minor Poems, and a 
Text of The Regement of Princes, when I can find out the best MS 
of it^ If any one will volunteer for the editing of this poem, it 
shall be committed to his charge, for I haven't time for it. Still, if 
no one else will do it, I will. My Circular proposing the '^ Lydgate 
and Occleve Society" (in EUesmere MS, Pt IV) is dated 14 March, 
1872, and says, " From the amount of work before the Early English 
Text Society, it is clear that they cannot hope to print Lydgate's and 
Occleve's Works for something like 20 years, though these works are 
wanted by students at once . . I can do Occleve's ; " and I pronuHt 
that the first MS printed of him should be the Durham one of the 
Complainty &c., printed below. But not half of the 150 men I 
wanted for a start, agreed to join, and so the Society never was. 
Still, 1892 sees a book by Lydgate and one by Hoccleve issued by 
the Early English Text Society, and others will follow. I feel 
bound to try and see Hoccleve cleard, and Lydgate well started, 
before I die. 

I say thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Smith — who have long 
since rctumd to India, — to Mr. Fenwick of Thirlestaino House, 
Cheltenham, Mr. Fowler of Bp. Hatfield's Hall, Durham, to Norroy, 

^ Mr. A. B. Rogers at Cambridge, and Miss A. F. Parker at Oxford, hare 
exauiiDd for the Society all the Regement MSS with our facsimile page in the 
present volome, to see if any has Hoccleve's most frequent w, wid they have 
copied from erery MS the three Chaucer stanzas p. xxxii-iii above, " The first e 
finder of our faire langage/' &c., as a sample of each. We can thus tell which 
are best worth collating further, if no autograph MS is hereafter found. 



§ 5. Thanks to Helpers. P,S, Are the MSS, atUograph, xlix 

Mr. Horace Round, Prof. Skeat (for looking after the final es, &c.), 
Mr. E. G. Kirk, and all other helpers, including our collators llr. 
Rogers and Miss Parker, and Mr. Thomas Austin, who cut down the 
Oxford collations to the Cupid, and has made the Index and 
Glossary. 

BrUiah Mtueum, Monday^ 29 Feb, 1892, 
7.80 p.m., under the electric light. 



P.S. 28 July 1892. After seeing how many carelessnesses there 
are in the three MSS I have put down as Hoccleve's autograph ones, 
I am obliged to doubt his having written them ; and I take refuge 
in the conclusion that the larger writing of these MSS is more pro- 
bably that of his clerk John Welde, or some like man, and that the 
doeer writing of his Dedication to Lady Westmorland, at the foot 
of the facsimile, is alone in Hoccleve's own hand. 



HOCCLEVE, M.P.— U 
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APPENDIX OF HOCCLEVE DOCUMENTS, 

COPIED FKOM THE RECOKD OFFICE 
BY MR. R. £. 6. KIRK. 



L 

12 Nov. 1399. Grant of £10 a year to 
Hoccleve for life, or until he gets a bene- 
fice of £20 a year. 

[Patent Roll, 1 Hen. IV., part 2, membrane 21.] 
Pro Thoma Hoccleue. 

'Rex, Ommhm ad quos etc., saluiem, Sciatis, quod 
de grcicta nostra. 8p6;ctali, et pro bono et laudabili seruicio 
quod dilec^us seruiens nosteVy Thomas Hoccleue, vnus 
clmcorum nostron^m de officio priuati sigilli nostri, a 
longo tempore in officio -predicto impendit, et impendet 
infuturiim, concessimus eidem Thome, in incTementum 
status sui, decern libras, percipiendo^ annuatim ad 
Scoecartum no^rt^m, ad terminos Pasche et Sanc/i 
Michod/is, j>er equales porctones, ad terminum vite 
ipidas Thome, vel quousque ip«e ad bcneficium eccle^i- 
asticum, sine cuia, valoris viginti librarum per annum, 
per nos fuerit promotu^. In cuius etc Teste Ee^e, 
apud Westmono^^ertum, xij die Nouembm. 

Per breue de priuo^o sigtZ/o.^ 

^ 1399. The Pells Issne Roll for Michaelmas 1 Henry lY., 
1899, has no mention of Hoccleve. 

1400. Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 1 Henry lY. This roll does 
not contain any payment to Hoccleve. 

On membranes 3 and 10, and at the end, there are payments 
to Richard Clifford, Clerk, Keeper of the Privy Seal, at the rate 
of 20a. a day, for his wages (vadiis). It is also stated, on m. 1, 
that King Richard II. owed him £200. 

Richara Clifford, Clerk, Junior, was Keeper of the Wardrobe 
of Isabella, late Queen of England ; 5 August. 

On m. 6 there is a payment to Geoffrey Chaucer of part 
of the annui^ of £20 granted him by Ric. II., and confirmed 
by Henry lY. This is printed by Sir Harris Nicolas: see 
C/uiueer'a Poet, Works, ed. Morris, 1866, L 107. 



For the good 
KervlceofTlion. 
Hoocleye. one of 
our Privy-Seal 
cl«frk8, 

We (Henry IV) 
hiivegnuiUid him 

£10 a year 



for his life, 
or until we pro- 
mote liim to an 
eccletiustieul 
benefice (without 
care of eouls) 
worth £2u a year. 
U Nov. 1SI9. 
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Appaidix. Payments to IToccleve in 1400 ami 1401. 



ToThoft.Hoe- 
cleve. to whom, 
CHI IS Nov. ISW, 
Hen. IV. Knuittd 
Mliin jmr 



for Ills good 
Mervica, — 
in money piild 
by Msignmeiit, 



for the tInM trom 
It Not. 19W to 



Micfaa.1400. 



£8. lit. M. 



XL 

13 Dec. 1400. First Payment to Hoccleve 
of £8 155. Sd., being so much of his £10 
Annuity, granted on Nov. 12, 1399, as was 
due at Michs. 1400. 

[Pellfl Issue Roll, Michaelmas, 2 Henrj IV.] 
Die Lune, xi^® die Decembm. 

Thome Hoccleue, cai DominuB Hex nunc, xij® die 
Nouembns ^oximo preterito,^ x. li. annwa*, ad Scar- 
carium ad totam yitam suam, ad t^nii/zos Sa7u:/i 
Micho^/is et Pasche, p^ equales porctcmes percipiendc/^, 
pro bono seTniicio per ipK7<m eidem Domino liegi im- 
penso et impenden^o, pei* ItVeras suas pateuU'tf concessit ; 
In denait/jf sibi liberal/^, per assignoetonem foc/am' is to 
die, in per8oluci07<em viij. li, xv. 8. iij. d. sibi libcran- 
^arum de hmusmodi cerio suo, videlicet, tarn pro rata a 
predicto xij® die H^oueinl/nSf ysqtte vltimnm diem Marcty 
tunc proximum sequente?/^, per [blank] dies, vltimo die 
et nou pn'mo com^iUato, qwam p?'o termiwo Sanc/t 
Michae/is vltimo pretertVo, per breue B\x\xm de libe/tite 
hoc tenwina viij. li. xv. s. iij. d.^ 



f» Not. 1401. 
£5 to Michs. 



III. 

Michs. 3 Henry IV., 1401. This KoU contaiuR a 
payment for the half year of 100*. on Tuesilay, 29 
November; m. 11. 

1 That is, "last past" before Michaelmas day. 

* ** assifrnalio /acta ;** ab. 1400-24. In later times the word 
"assigDment" was used in the Exchequer in two seuses — first, 
as an assignment on a particular fund or branch of the revenue ; 
secondly, as an assignment or transfer of an annuity by thn 
grantee to some other person ; but the former seems to b« tlie 
meaning in the entries relating to Hoccleve. Almost the last 
entry I found, throws light on this point : it states that Hoc- 
cleve had an assignment for the larger portion of his annuity, 
and that only a small sum was paid to nim ** in money.*' So 
that when he was paid " by assignment," which was not always 
the case, he may not have received the amounts on the days 
specified in the rolls, if the revenues on which he had his assign- 
ments had not come in ; but there are no records which wouM 
help to elucidate this question. It u probable however that the 
assignment would not be made till the revenues were actually 
in hand. 

> There is a duplicate of this roll ; but the roll for Easter* 2 
Hen. IV., 1401, is wanting, and there is no Auditors' or TellerV 
RoU for that term. 



Appendix. Payimnts to Hocclevc in 1402 and 1403. 



Uii 



IV. a. 

26 April, 1402. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£5, Ids half-year's Annuity to Easter, 
1402. 

[Pella Issue Roll, Easter, 8 Henry IV.] 

Die Mercunt, xxyj. die Aprilw. 

Thome Hoccleue, clerico, cui Domtnus Rex nunc x li. Thomas 
KSinuaB ad Scoccartttm ad totam vitam suam, ad tcrrai- J^^jJ^^ 
HOB Sanc^i Micho^lB ei Pasche per equales porctowes iv. gwilufd*"'^ 
pcrcipiendoa, pro bono seruicio per ip^um eidem T>omi\\o tovMlm'.— 
Eegi impenso et impendent, per l/Veras suas patent 
Qoncessit ; In denarey^ sibi liberated per manns propno^, in money paid 
per assignoctoTieTTi fac/am isto die, in persolucioTieni ******" 
C. 8. sibi liberandorum de \Lyx\uBfimdi certo suo, vide- 
licet, pro termino Pasche vltimo preterito per bretie to Easter 1402, 
saom etc C. s. *** 

IV. 6. 

In the next roll, Michs. 4 Henry IV., 1402, there is 7 Dec iiw. 
a payment to Thomas Occlive of 4*. 18*. 9*., part of toilteiiJiwf. 
lOO*., on Thnraday, 7 December. (It is not stated 
why he was mulcted in 1'. 3*.*) 

V. 

15 Oct. 1403. Payment to Hoccleve of £9, 
his year's Annuity, less £l which he gives 
up to get the £9. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Michs. 6 Henry IV.] 

Die Lime, xv* die Octobm. 

Tliome Hoccleue, vni ClericorMm de officio pnuati 
sigilli, cui Domtntfs Hex nunc x. li. anntto^, ad Scoe- 
cariMm ad totam vitam suam, ad terminos Pasche et 
S'/TMiri Michael per equales porciones percipienda«, pro 
bono seruicio per ip^tim de longo tempore in officio 
predic/o impenso et impendenc^o, vel quousque idem 
Thomas ad beneficiu^n eccledasticum sine cura valoris 
XX. IL annuarum fuerit promotus, per li^eras suas 
patent es conce^et^; In denany^ sibi liberatie per man us 
propria^, in persoluctonem x. li. sibi liberandarum de 
\ix3Xuem0di certo suo, videlicet, pro terminis Pasche et 

* The roll for Easter, 4 Hen. IV., 1408, does not contain any 
payment to Hoccleve, who seems to have allowed it to get in ar- 
rear. The Auditors' and Tellers' Rolls do not help. See next entry. 



Thomas 
Hooolene. 

To whom (as a 
Privy-S^al clerk) 
Hen. IV. granted 
£10 n year 
for hia life 
(for his long 
■enHoeain the 
PiiTT-Seal OiBce) 
tiil he ahould 
getaben^ce of 
£C0a7ear 
without enrt 
of loaia,— 
Inmonejpaid 
to him 
fbr and to Eastar 
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AppendvK. Payments to Hocclcve in 1404-6. 



nnd MichaelmM 

l«Mi S0«. which 
lie Rivds up to 
the Kiiif; 

ill order to iret the 
remaining £9, — 



« March 1404. 
£5 ill advance, 
due at Easter. 



2A March 1406. 
£5 to MIcha. 1405. 



IS May 1406. 
£5 to Eiiatcr. 



Sanc/i Mich«e/is vltimo preteyntis, deductw vero xx. s. 
qiioe dic/u8 Thomas, de sua mera et spontanea voluntate, 
remisit et relaxauit dtc^o Doinino Kegi, pro soluctone 
haftenda de ix. IL residuis, per breue de priuato sigillo 
inter mando^a de hoc termino ix.lL 

VI. 

On the same EoU, under date of Thursday, 6 March 
[1404], there is another payment of 100*. to lliomas 
Occlyve for the Easter term follomng ; i. e. in advance.^ 

VII. 

The roll for Michaelmas, 7 Henry IV., 1405, contains 
the usual payment of 100*. to " Thomas OcclyfT, Clerk," 
on Friday, 26 March 1406.. 

vin. 

The roll for Easter, 7 Henry IV., 1406, also con- 
tains the usual entry for the half-yearly payment of 
Hoccleve's 100* to Easter 1406, on Thursday, 13 May. 

^ The roll for Easter is wanting, but probably contained no 
payment to Hoccleve. 

In the Auditors' Issue Roll, Easter, 5 Hen. IV., A.D. 1404, 
there are two pajnnents to . . . Blitb, ''pergamenarins" of 
Lincoln, for parchment bought of him ** tarn pro officio prioati 
sigllli [et] duontm BxmeTnorxUorum de Scoccario quam pro Be- 
cepta eiosdem/' 

(In the roll for Easter, 12 Rio. II., these offices are described 
thus : "tam pro exp^nns officij de priuato sieillo Regis qvam 
duorutn "RememoTotoTum de Scoecano et pro Kecepta eiuadem 
Scfl€carn.") 

John Bureh, who is mentioned in a snbseonent payment to 
Hoccleve, is nere described as ** one of the Clerlu of the Receipt " 
[of the Exchequer], and as having an annuity of £20 by grant 
of Richard II., confirmed by Henry IV. This roll is very much 
decayed and damaged, and, as expected, there is no payment to 
Hoccleve, bat there is a similar payment to some one eli«, 
whose name is lost, under a grant of Ria II. There are no 
Tellers' Rolls for Easter or Trim^. 

The three sets of rolls for Michaelmas, 6 Henry IV., 1404, 
and Easter, 6 Henry IV., 1405, contain no payments to Hoc- 
cleve. (Could he not get, or did he forego, payment ?) 

In the Michaelmas roll there is a note that Thomas, Ix>rd of 
Fumy vail, the Lord Treasurer, "began in the second part" of 
this term ; his first date being 13th December. In the Easter 
roll, Thomas Langley, clerk. Keeper of the Privy Seal, is entered 
as receiving 20«. a day, as other Keepers had done before him, 
"until order should be taken for his continual dwelling within 
the King's household " ; bnt on 1st March he was " exonerate<l " 
from the office. John Wisbech, his clerk, is mentioned in the 
TeUers' Roll 



Appendix. Payments to Hocdeve in 1406 and 1407. Iv 

IX. 

14 Aug. 1406. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£3 — %d. for paaxjhment, inki & red wax. 

[PellB lasoe Roll, Easter, 7 Henry IV.] 

Die Sabbad, zii\j. die Augusti 

Thome Occliue, Clerico in officio priuaU' sigiUi, In ToTb<Mi.Hoo- 
denaiT;^ sibi liberate per manna propria^, in persoZu- uiTpHil^^Ulli 
cumem Ix. s. viy. d., qnos Dominua Rex sibi hhersii ®®**» 
mandaoit pro pergameno, incansto, [et] ceia rubea, de for parchment, 
dinersis personis per ip^um ad opns dtcn Domini Regis taught for^' 
empttiy in officio predtc/o ; per brewe de priuato sigillo ^^"**' 
inter mandata de hoc termino ... Ix. & Yi\j. d. £s.— sd. 



The Anditors' Issue Roll for Michaelmas, 8 Henry «^^ij!Jt^ .^^ 
lY., 1406, contains no payment to Hoccleve; bat the 
Tellers' Roll has the following note: "Thome Occle 
[«ie], de X. li annute, per manue propruu, C. s." 

XI. 

The Roll next quoted contains the usual payment of itJm^iw! 



£5U>£M(«r. 



Hoccleve's 100s. half-yearly, on Saturday, 12 June. 

xn. 

15 July 1407. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£3 Gs. 8d. out of £7 9s. 10|rf. due to 
him for parchment, ink, and red wax. 

[Pells Issue Boll, Easter, 8 Henry IV.] 

Die Veneris x«v. die Julij. 

Thome Hoccleue, vni Clericorom in officio prtuati Thomas 

sigilli, In denmjs sibi liberatte per manus propr/ew, in J^^i^jJ^^cierk 

partem solucionis vij li. ixs. xd. ob. quos Do;7iinus Rex in the ^»y- 

sibi liberari mandauit, pro pergameno, incausto, cera SiMrt^^ymeiit 

rubea, de diuersM personis per ipeum ad opus Regis for pwSimili't. 

emptt^, et in dido officio a xxvij" die Marcij anno vij® ^iJS^^^JJJJ^*** 

Regis huius hucusqtie expenditis, ])e?* breue de priuato iMstoJoiy isl 

si^o inter mandata de hoc termino Ixvj. s. viij. d. Jwe;. m. 



Ivi Appendix. Payments to Hoceleve. His fresh Pensiant 1409. 



for parchment, 
ftmtn 27 Miuvh 

1407. 



4 F«b. 140S. 

HiUr-TMrir a 
to Mklia. 1407. 



7 Jnlj 1408. 
£5 to Easter. 



IS Feb. 1409. 
£AtoMiclu. 



XIII. 

16 Jan. 1408. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£4 3^. 2jd. on account for 16 months' 
parchment, ink, and red wax. 

[Auditors' Issue Roll, Michs. 9 Hen. IV.] 
Tuesday, 16 Jan. 1408. 

Payment to " Thomas Occleve, clerk," of i\ 3". 2 J*, 
(part of a larger sum of 7\ 9*. 10|^) for parchment, ink, 
and red wax, from 27 March, 7 Hen. IV. (1406) to 
12 July, 8 Hen. IV. (1407), by the King's command. 

XIV. 

Saturday, 4 Feb. 1408. 

Payment to "Thomas Occlyve, clerk," of lOOrf. for 
Michaelmas term, by his own hands.^ 



XV. 

Easter, 9 Henry IV., 1408. Saturday, 7 July. 
** Thomas Hoccly ve Clerk," lOOs. 

XVL 



To 



Michs. 10 Henry IV., 1408. Wednesday, 13 Feb- 
ruary, 1409. To Thomas Occliff, 100^. 

XVIL 

17 May 1409. Grant of £13 65. 8d. a year 
from Michs. 1408, to Hoccleve, instead 
of his former yearly £10. 

[Patent Boll, 10 Hen. IV., part 2, membrane 24.] 
Pro Thoma Hocdeue. 

Bear, Omnibus ad quos etc, salutem. Sciatis, quod 
On Nov. It. laos, cum duodecimo die Kouembri^, anno regni nostri primo, 

de grooa nostra speeiali, ei pro bono et laudabili seruicio 
quod dilectua seruiens noster, Thomas Hoccleue, vnus 
clmcorum nostroTttm de officio priuati sigilli nostii^ a 
longo tempore in officio predicto impenderat, et extunc 
impenderet' concesserimus eidem Thome, in incremen- 
tum status sui, decem libras, percipiendof annuatim ad 
Scoccan'um no8^m, ad terminos Pasche et Bancti 

1 These were not found on the Pells Issue Boll, which is 
incomplete. 



on aooountof the 
ttood service of 
Tho«. Horrlev*, 
oiieaf oor Privjr* 
SmJ clerks. 



w% fnuiUid him 
£10 a ymr 



Appendix, ffoccleve's fresh Pension. Payments in 1409. Ivii 



lioiild 



Micho^/iSy per oquales porciowes, pro termino vite ipaius foriiuiiib. 
Thome, vel quousqt^ ip^ ad beneficium eccle^asticuni, promoteViin'toa 
sine cura, valoris viginti librarwm per annum, per ^*»™^'^* 
DOS foret promotus, prout in liiens nostna patentibtia 
inde confcc^is plenius contmet?/r; Nos, de vberiori 
gracta no^ra ac in recompensacior^em dic/i seruicij 
sui, pro eo quod idem Thomas, dictss It^eras nostras AiHocdevehM 
in Cancellariam noa^m restituit cancellandoa, con- gr^iTtobo* 
cessimus ei viginti marcas, percipiendoa ad dtc^um S?Siuit wm «o 
Scaccarium noafi'wm, a festo Sancti Michaelia vltimo m«rk»(iBi86i«.w.) 
preterito, singulis annis durante vita sua, ad terminos S^icUMimMl nm. 
Pasche et Sa/«c/i Michae/is, per equales porctoTies. In 
cuius etc Te^e Ke^e, apud WestmoTtoa^mm, xvij^ 
die Maij. 

Per breue de priuo^o sigt7/o. 

xvin. 

23 May 1409. Half-yearly payment to 
Hocdeve of £6 135. id. in respect of 
his fresh annuity of £13 6^. 8d. 

[Pells Issue Boll, Easter, 10 Henry IV.] 
Die Veneris, xxiij" die Maij. 

Thome Occlyue, cui DominttQ Rex nunc x.H. [/or xx totium. 

marcas] singulis annis, ad Scaccarium ad totam vitam ^"**«^*» 
suarn, ad terminos Sancd Michoelis et Pasche, per equales 
porciones percipiendaa, pro bono seruicio per ipeum 
eidem Domino Eegi impenso et impendendo, per liVeras 

suas patentes concessit: In denaxi/s sibi liberatis per in mon^y paid 

manus propricw, in persolucto7ie?n x marcarwm* sibi '**^*™» 

liberandarum de huinsmodi certo suo, videlicet^ pro ter- for hit i year's 

mino Pasche vltimo preterite, per breue suum de liberate EMtJif ^ **** 

inter mando^ de hoc termino vj. IL xiij.s. iiy.d.* *• **•• ** 

XIX. 



Michatlinaa. 



Michs. 11 Hen. IV., 22 Nov. 1409. Thomas Occliff* ttNof.iioa. 
or Occlyff* (no further description), £6 Ids. 4d. The ff^vi».id.Ui 
King had granted him ten pounds [for 20 marks] a ^ 
year for life, for his good service, by letters patent. 
(Master John Prophete is Keeper of the Privy Seal.) 

' zvij is written on an erasure. 

' These sums are written on erasures, the amount having 
probably been ori^pnally written " 0. s." ; but the scribe omitted 
to alter the " x. h." at the beginning. 



Iviii Appendix. Hoccleve's fresh Pension. Paymenia in HIO-H. 



Thomu 
Hoeelen*. 

To him. In monej 
hy tlie nnnds 
of Jn. Weld*, 
for Ink, parch- 
ment, and red 
wax, from 
tl Feb 1409 to 
24 April 1410, 
£lU.td, 



17 July 1410. 
£6 1S«. 4d. to 
Baeter. 



SJnlyUll. 
£0 Us. id. to 
Micbaelmat 1410. 



t6 Feb. 14U, 
£|]| ««. Hd.. 1 rear 
to Mich*. lAlL 



XX. 

23 June, 1410. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£l 2^. 2d. for 14 months' ink, wax, and 
parchment. 

[Pells lasne Boll, Easter, 11 Henry IV.] 
Die Liine, xxiij die Junij. 

Thome Hoccleae, Clerico in officio priuati sigilli, In 
denarijs sibi liberatt^ p^ manus JohanriiB Weld/ in 
persolucionem xxij.s. y.d. quos Doniinus Bex sibi 
liberart mandauit pro incausto, pe)*gameno, cera rubea, 
per ip^um emptM et expendendt^ in officio predicto, 
videlicet, a xxj* die Yehiuarij anno x*, vsque xxiiij*** 
diem Aprilis anno xj® vlttmo preterito, p^ breue de pri- 
uato si^lo inter mandata de hoc termino xxij.s. ij.d. 

XXL 

Easter, 11 Hen. IV. Thursday, 17 July. Thomas 
Hocclyff. The King had granted him 20 marks [13'. 
6'. 8*.] a year for l5e, by letters patent, payable half- 
yearly. (He is not called Clerk here. There is no pay- 
ment to him for Michaelmas, 12 Hen. lY., a.d. 1410, 
either in the Pells or the Auditors' EoU.) 

XXIL 

1411, Easter,* 12 Hen. IV., 8 July. To Thomas Hoc- 
clyf (or Hocclyff'), one of the Clerks, &c., 6*. 13'. 4* 

XXIII. 

Michs. 13 Hen. IV. (1411), 26 Feb. 1412, Friday. To 
Thomas Occlyve (or Occliff'), one, &c., 13* 6". 8*. for 
the terms of Easter and Michaelmas last. This pay- 
ment is also recorded in the Tellers' Koll for Hilary, 
13 Hen. IV.« 

^ John Weld is afterwards described as Hoccleve's clerk. A 
John Wold or Wolde was keeper of the King's lions and leopards 
in the Tower of London ; Mich., 10 Hen. I v., et ante. 

* This, tho' cald an Easter payment, was no doubt for Michs. 
1410 — see last entrr, as the next payment is for the whole 
year 1411 (see XX VI). If not, HoccleTe was paid twice over 
for Easter 1411. 

* 1412, Easter, 18 Hen. IV. The Pells Issue Roll is wanting. 
The Auditors' Issue Roll and the Tellers' Roll are also wanting. 

1412, Michs. 14 Hen. IV. No payment found. The Pells Roll 
seems to be imperfect, the first oate beins 25 Januaty. There 
is no Auditors' Roll, but there is a Tellers Roll for Michaelmas. 
{See extract,) 



Payment to ffoccleve. Hu Anmiity Confirmd, 1412, 1413. lix 

XXIV. 

5 Nov. 1412. Payment to Hoccleve of 32^. 
for parchment and ink. 

[Tellers* Roll, Michs. 14 Hen. IV.] 
Die SaboU', quinto die Kouembritf. 

[It is somewhat doubtful whether this date applies 
to the followinj]? entry.] 

Thome Hocclyfftf, per mAUHS Johannis "Weld*, pro tot. Hocciove 
l>«^meno ei incausto empUs in officio Custodi^ priuati '"' *"** ***' 
sigUli xxxij.8.^ ssf. 

XXV. 

28 Sept. 1413. Inspeximus and Confirm- 
ation by Henry V. of Hoccleve's Annuity 
of £13 65. 8d., with the arrears from 
Michs. 1412. 

[Patent Roll, 1 Henry V., part 4, membrane 25.] 

De confirmaciOTie — Hoccleue. 

Eer, Omnihus ad quo» etc. , salutera. Inspeximus life- we imve wen our 

ras patentes carissimi Bomim et ^cOns iwsfn Baniini »^*''^''* 
HennW nuper Regis Anglie factor in hec verba. Henricus 
Dei gram £ez Anglte et Fiancte et Dominus Hibemte 

Omnibus ad quos [etc. as in tJie Patent Roll of 10 gnmtof£i« 

Henry IV. , 17 May, 1409, j?. liv, above] ti1o«. H«3iv«, 

Teste me ipso, apud Weaimonasterium, decimo septimo on n May 1409 ; 

die Maij, anno regni nostn decimo. Nos autem, de 

grnda notftrsk spectali, et pro bono seruicdo nobis per uidonncoountof 

prefatum Thomam impenso et impendendo, concessi- SjJiJTuiui)*^ 

onem predtctem, ac omnia et singula in hVeris predicts 

contenta, rata hci5entes et grata, ea pro nobis et heredi- 

hu8 noftriB, quantum in nobis est, acceptamus, approba- we Hpprore and 

muA, et prefato Thome, teuore presencium, concedimiis tiTe'^Gnntl 

et confirmamus, prout lifere pr^ic^e raetonabiliter tos- 

tantt<r. Ita semper quod idem Thomas, pro termino 

' There is also a payment to Thomas, late Lord of Fumyrall, 
and Sir John Pelham, late Treasurers of the Wars ; also two 
payments to Walter Lacy for parchment for the Receipt of the 
Exchequer and the Privy-Seal Office. There is no reference to 
Hoccleve's annuity. The roll for Hilary terra following is 
wanting. It may have been in that. The roll for Easter 
1 Henry V., 1413, omits all reference to Hoccleve, because the 
annuity had not then been confirmed by the new King. 
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Appendix:, Payments to Hocelevc in 1413 a7id 1414'. 



Emviiled the said 
[iia'ltfve ii not 
reUiiHl by any 
one eXme, 

And we aliH> grant 
liiin tlie arreara 
of hii Mid 
Annnity Ktnoa 
laAt Michaalmaa, 
1418. 

Given t8 Sept. 
14U. 



ToTboa. Hoc- 

cleye,— a HrlTy* 

Sealderk, 

to whom 

Henry IV. granted 

£U 6«. Sd. a year, 

which waa eon- 
flrmd by Henry V. 
on t8 Sept. Ustr— 

In numey paid to 
him. 



for the termii of 
Kaster iind Mich- 



£1S 9$, 8d. 



To Thou. Ocrlere, 
paid by tlie luuide 
of liin rieric, 
Jn. Welde, 



vite 8ue, cum aliquo alio jtreterquam nobiscum non 
retineatur. Et vlterius, de vbcriori grac/a notftn, con- 
cessimus prefato Thome, id quod ei aretro est de annui- 
tate sua predtcfo, a festo Sancti MichaeZis vltimo p/ie- 
tento, habendum de dono nostro. In cuius etc. Teste 
B£ge, apud Westmonaiftenumf xxviij die Septcmbrw. 

Per hieue de priuato sigillo. 

XXVI. 

1 Dec. 1413. Payment to Hoecleve of a 
year's arrear of his Annuity of £13 6^. Sd. 
to Michs. 1413. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Michaelmas, 1 Henrj V.] 
Die Veneris, primo die Decembm. 

Thome Hoccleae, vni Clericorum de officio pnuati 
sigilli, cui Dominua HenricuSf nuper Rex Anglte, xx 
morco^ anntMW ad Scaecarium Buum, ad terminos Pasche 
et Sancti Michoelis per equales porciones percipienda«, 
per li/eras suas patentee concessit ; quas quideni litems 
DomiTiii8 Bex nunc, xxviij^ die Septembm proximo 
preterito, confinnauit: In denarijs sibi libemtis per 
manus propria^, in persoluctoTiem xx marearutn, quas 
idem Dominua Rex nunc de vberiore grocta sua lib^'are 
mandautY, ha2«ndas de dono suo pro arrcragijs annui- 
tatis predic/e, videlicet pro termints Pasch^ et Sanc/i 
MichaeZis vltimts pretert^t^, per breue suum de liberal e 
inter mando^a de hoc termino. xi^.lL vj.s. vi\j.d.' 

XXVIL 

17 Jan. 1414. Payment to Hoecleve of 
£l 6^. Sd.y for nine months' parchment, 
ink, and red wax. 

[Pells Issue Boll, Michs. 2 Hen. V.] 
Die Jouis, xvij* die Januarij. 

Thome Occlyffe, Clerico in officio priuati sigillt, In 
donarijs sibi liberate, per manus Johannis Welde, 
Clerici sui, in persoluctonem xxvj. s. viij. d. quos 

^ Master John Prophete is still Keeper of the Privy Seal, and 
receives '* wages and fees," at the rate of 20*. a day. A payment 




1*. 331. 



Appendix. Payments to Hoccleve in 1414 — 1416. Ixi 

Domm«8 Rex eidem Thome liberare mandauit, pro 
p^O^ameno, incausto, cera rubea, per ip^um emptiff, et for parchment. 
expendi^i^^ in officio priuaU' sigilli dic^i Dom/ni Regis, ^JSed'^in thi** 
videlicet, a quinto die Marcij yMirno prcterito, vsqwe sMSeiTiiis, 
xiij diem Decembrw extunc proxtme sequen^em; per to is Dec 
breue do priuato sigillo inter mandata de hoc termino 

xxvj 8. yiij d. S6«. m. 

XXVIII. 

1414, Easter, 2 Hen. V. 2 May, Wednesday. To y^f^'^J*- 
Thomas Hoccleve, one &c. 6*. 13'. 4*. toKaater.* 

[Thomas Chancers, Esquire (scutt/er), was sent 
to the Dukes of Burgundy & Holland.] 

XXIX. 

1415, Easter, 3 Hen. V. No payment on the Pells -j^l^^-^ 
Roll. Ko Auditors' Roll. (A William Hokhyrst is to KMter iiis. 
mentioned.) The payment seems however to have 

been made, as the Tellers' Roll for Trinity, 3 Henry 
v., contains the following undated entry — 

** Thome Occleve, de ccrto suo annuo . x. marce." 



XXX. 

1415, Mich., 3 Hen. V. 29 Feb., 1416, Saturday. »Feb.iii6. 
**To Thomas Hoccleve, one of the Clerks of the toMichJluis. 
Lord the King of the Office of his Privy Seal," for 
Michaelmas, 6*. 13*. 4^. (This is a fuller description 
tlian usual) 

XXXI. 

18 July, 1416. Half-yearly payment to 
Hoccleve by 3 instalments, through friends, 
of £6 135. 4rf. to Easter, with 135. 4cZ. 
on loan. 

Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 4 Hen. Y. 
Die Sahbati, xviij" die Julij. 

Thome Hoccleue, vni Clericorur?} in officio priuati Thomas 

sigilli Regis, cui Dominus Henricus nuper Rex Anglw', Occleue. 

pat^r Domtni Regis nunc, xx junieaa ad ScaccartMui cierlcof the 

8uum singulis annis durante vita sua, ad terminos Prtry-seai office, 
Pasche et Saitc/i Micho^Zis, per equales porciones per- 

^ Ezpenditis, for expensia. 



Ixii 



Appendix, Payments to Hoccleve in 1417. 



J Rid tliro' 
n. Bargh m, 
thro' Bob. 
Welton» 6t. 8d., 
tlini' Jn. Welde, 
Hocclerc't d^rk, 
£4 6*. SJ., 

to Easter, 1416, 



£8 IS*. 4d., 



and thro* 

Jn. Welde, 

aa a loaii. It*. 4(1. 



To him, throP 
Jn. Weldc^ bia 
dark. 



lot Ink and red 
wax, bought of 
Walter Imcj. 



cipiendo^, perlz/eras suas concessit, — quasquidem liVeras 
dtc/us Domtnus Eex nunc confirmaoit: — In denan[;«r 
sibi liberatztf, videlicet, per mant^ Johonnis Burgh V 
xL 8. ; per manus Roberti Welton',* vj. s. viij. d. ; et 
per manu« Johannis Welde,* Clerici sui, iiij. IL vj. s. 
viiy. d., in persoluctoviem x vitncarvm sibi liberandan/Di 
de hxiiuemodi certo suo, videlicet, pro t^rmino Pasclio 
vltimo preterito, per biezie de liberate inter mandata de 

hoc termino vj. IL xiij. s. iiij. d. 

Eidem Thome, In denarijs sibi liberatis per manus 
predicti Johannis Welde, Clerici sui, de prestito super 

huitMmo^i certo suo xig. s. iiij d. 

vnde 
Respondebit. 

XXXII. 

14 Feb. 1417. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£2 6^. %d. for 4 months' ink and red wax. 

[Pells IfBne Boll, Micbs. 4 Hen. Y.] 

Die Sabba/i, xiiij® die Febrwan}*. 

Thome [Hoccleve*], vni Clericoittm in officio priuati 
sigilli Domini Kegis, In denary^ sibi liberatis pei* 
manus Johannis Welde,* clerici sui, in persoluciowem 
xli^. s. viij. d., quos Dominic Rex sibi liberare man- 
dauit, pro incausto et cera rubia per ip^um emptii de 
Waltero Lucy, haberdassher, London', et inter xvj diem 

1 John Borgh, "Esanire," is still mentioned on m. 9 aa 
receiving an annuity of 20Z. under a grant of Richard II ; see 
p. lii 

* Robert Welton is aUo mentioned on this Roll, m. 9 and 
14, as one of the Clerks of the Receipt of the Excheqner. He 
had an annuity of 20Z. by grant of Henry IV., and nad been 
sent to Boston and Hull to oversee the cnstomers [receivers of 
customs^aes], and ascertain the amounts of their receipts. 

' On 27 May, John Welde, '*one of the Clerks in the Office 
of the Privy Seal," received 20«., which the King commanded 
to be paid him as a reward for his labours in that Office. 

* Blank : no doubt meant for Hoccleve. 

* 1418, Pells Issue Rolls, Easter, 6 Hen. V. 

"Die Veneris xiy<» die May. Johanni Welde «t WilWmo 
Albertyn, Clmcis in officio priuati sigilli. In doDarv* sibi libn^- 
ads per manns propria^, m pt^rsolucionem Iiij. s. iiij. d. eis 
liberandorum de regardo spAriali, p^ amsamentum Consilij 
Domini Regis, eis facto pro laborilmf per ipaos habitii in officio 
predicto p^ tres annos vlttmof prrteritos, tam apud Calesuini 
[Calais] qi«im infra resnum Angltf, absati« feodo vel animiute 
de Rego p^rrcepto per idem tempus ; per brtfue de priuato sigi Uo 
inter mandate de hoc termino hy. s. iiij. d."' 



Appendix. Payments to Hoccleve in 1417 — 1419. Ixiii 

DecembrM anno secundo et iiij ^^ diem Aprilis anno from la Dec. uu 
quarto expendentU^ in officio p}*ed/c^o; p«* breMe de *® * ^p*^'* "**» 
prioato sigiUo inter mandata de termino Pasche vltimo 
pretmto xlvj. s. vi\j. d. iu u. m. 

XXXIII. 

13 March, Saturday. Payment of the annuity for is March itn. 
Michaehnas, "by his own hands,"— 6.» 13-. 4^ toMwJ^'iiie. 

XXXIV. 

1417, Easter, 5 Hen. V. 25 May, Friday. To Thomas t* M«y un. 

Hoccleve, one &c., for Easter, &. 13«. 4*. (It does toK^^r* 
not say that the payment was made to ''his own 
hands.") 

XXXV. 

1417, Michs. 5 Henry V. 30 Nov. Monday. Payment aoNw.un. 
of part, " by his own hands,"— 3*. 6-. 8^ ** ^' "* 

10 Feb. Thursday. Payment of the rest, "by loPeb.uis, 
his own hands,"— 3». 6". 8^^ ^MidS^un. 

XXXVI. 

1418, Easter, 6 Hen. V. 1 July, Friday. Payment iJaiy.Mig, 
to Hoccleve for Easter term,— 6». 13-. 4**. toE«IuJf' 

XXXVII. 

1418, Michs. 6 Hen. V. 7 Dec., Wednesday. To JJ^^'^^^* 
Thomas Hocdyf , one, &c., for Michaelmas, 6*. 13*. 4^ to Micha. ' 
(It does not say ** by his own hands.") 

XXXVIII. 

1419, Easter, 7 Hen. V. 8 July, Saturday. To Thomas |Jaij. ui^ 
Hoccleve, one, &c., "by his own hands," for Easter, toEMter. 
6*. 13V 4*. 

XXXIX 

1419, July 10. Payment of 12^. 2d. to 
Hoccleve for 16 months' red wax and ink 

[PelU Issue Boll, Easter, 7 Hen. V.*] 

^ Sic, for expendendit, or expendUis, as in other accounts. 
' John, Lord of Fumyvall, Keeper of the King's land of 
Ireland, is mentioned on membrane 15. 



Ixiv 



Appendix, Payments to Hoccleve in 1419 — 1421. 



Thomas 
Hooeleye. 

To bim. for 
red wax and Ink 
bought of 
Walter Lucy, 
flt>m March 6, 
U18.toJal7lO, 
1419, 

\U.td, 



Die Lune, x* die Julij (1419). 

Thome Hoccleve, vui QXencoium in officio priuati 
sigilli, In denBxijs sibi deiiheratis per maiius propr/o^, 
pro cera rubea et incau8to,^ de Waltero Lucj, Ciui et 
haberdassher London', \ier v^im empti9, et in officio 
pred*c^o inter vj*^ diem Marcij anno quinto et x" diem. 
July anno vij"" expenditw ; per brewe de pn'uato Si^^illo 
inter manda/a de hoc termino .... xij. a. ij. d. 



22 Nor. 1419. 
M IS*, id. 
to MlctM.. 1419. 



XL. 

1419, Michs. 7 Hen. V. 22 Nov. Wednesday. To 
Thomas Hocclyve, one, &c., for Michs., 6'. 13'. 4*. 
(It does not say ** by his own hands.") 



17 JoiM. 14X0. 
M ISf. 4d. 
toBaiUr. 



XLI. 

1420, Easter, 8 Hen. V. 17 June, Monday. Payment 
for Easter, 6*. 13*. 4^ «* by his own hands." 



26 Nor. 1490. 

Mlii.id. 

toMieha. 



6 JalT, IICI. 

M1^4d. 

toEasUr. 



II Nov. 1421. 
M II*. 4(1. 
to Michs. 



XLII. 

1420, Michs. 8 Hen. V. 26 Nov., Tuesday. To 
Thomas Occleve, one, &c, "by his own hands," for 
Mich., 6». 13-. 4^ 

XLIIL 

1421, Easter, 9 Hen. V. 5 July, Saturday. Payment 
to Hoccleve for Easter, 6^ 13\ 4*. "by his own 
hands." 

XLIV. 

1421, Michs. 9 Hen. V. 11 Nov., Tuesday. Similar 
payment to Hoccleve, "by his own hands." 



' The payments for parchment during this time were made 
direct to Lucy: see Pells Issue RoU, Mich. 7 Hen. V., a.d. 
1419: "Die Jouis xxx"»« die Nouembrif. Waltero Lucy, Ciui 
et Haberdassher London*, In denarv> sibi liberatis p«r manos 
propriflUi pro pergameno pro officio priuati sigilli, tempore 
festmacionis et necessitatis ab eo empto ad vices: per bmce 
gen^rale vt supra — xi^. s. vi. d." In the next roll, East«r, 
8 Hen. V., unaer date of 8 July, there is another jiayment to 
Lucy for four bundles of parchment at certain pnces, for the 
office of the Privy Seal, and for the Receipt of the Exchequer, 
under a general writ. 



Ajypcndix, Paymatts to Hoccleve in 1422. 



Ixv 



XLV. 

23 Feb. 1422. Payment to Hoccleve of 
405. 11^. for 19 months' red wax and 
ink. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Michs. 9 Hen. Y., 1421.] 

Die Lune, xxiij. die Yobtuarij [1422]. 

Thome Hoccleue, vni Clericorum in officio priuati 
sigiUi Eegis, et WillcZmo Alberton', Clerico in eodem 
officio, In denart;> eis liberatt^, videlicet, per mdnus 
predfc/i Thome, xl.s. xj.d. ob. pro cera rubea et in- 
caiiste^ emptis de Waltero Lucy, Ciiii Londonte, ad 
opuB BegiSy et expenditis in dicto officio, videlicet, a x"*® 
die Julij Anno vij. eiosdom Regis vsqt^ x™ diem Feb- 
Tuoaij vlttmo preteri/um / et per manu^ dic/i WilleZmi, 
xviij.s. iiij.d. tarn pro pei^ameno per iptrtan empto ad 
opus dtcti Eegis et expendito in dicio officio, tempm'e 
quo dtc/us Rex vlttmo erat apnd Eborocum et partem 
ibu^em, quom pro solucione per ip9um nuper foc^a apud 
Cinitatem Lincolnte diueisis personis ibidem, pro certis 
Ittoris Regis portandw in Comitatum Comubte; per 
bretce de priuato sigillo inter mando/a de hoc termino 

lix.8. iij.d. ob.2 



Thomas 
Hoeoleno. 

To him 



40t. lift. 

for red wax ana 

Ink bought ft>r th« 

Privy Seal Office 

from Julj 10, 

U19 to F«b. 10, 

142S; 

and to Wm. 

Alberton 18«. 4d. 

for parchment 

bought 

when Hen. V. 
waa at York, 

and for money 
paid at Lincoln 
for lending tlie 
Kiiig'a letters to 
Coruwalli 

£210f.8i<t. 



XLVI. 

25 May, 1422. Payment to Hoccleve of his 
hidf- yearly £6 135. 4rf. to Easter. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 10 Hen. V.] 
Die Lune, xxv. die Maij» 

Thome Hoccleae, vni Cle>/icorum in officio priuati ToThoe.Hoc- 

sigilli Domini Henriei nuper 'Begia Anglte, pa^ris Begtv pri^.sS^oSira* 

nunc, cni idem nuper Rex, pro bono et kudabili seruicio o'**^* ^v-* 
per ipnon eidem nuper Eegi impenso et iropendeudo, 

XX mcacaa percipiend6» singfilis annt9 ad BiMccarium 7{J[^£^^^^*™ 

Buum, pro teimino vite ipsius Thome, ad terminos Pasche for wti, for hi*^'^ 

et Sancti Michoe^is per equales porciones, per ItYeras ««»**■•"'*<*» 

^ So, for 'incausto.' 

' Among the " Liberationes " to the "ministers" of the 
Exchequer from 14 January to 28 March is the following entr^ : 

"Waltero Lucy de London', Haberdassher, In denart;« sibi 
Ubtfratis per manue propruw, pro peTgameno ab eo empto, tarn 
pro officio l!hsaawrar%j et Cunenxiorum de Scoccario, (^uam 
priuati Slgilli Domini Regis xlv.s. ij.d." 

There is a duplicate of this roll. 

HOCCLEVE. — M.P. e 



Ivi Appendix. Payments to HoccUve, His fresh Pension, 1409. 



£fS«.tfl. 

for parchment, 
frmn 27 Miuvii 
li<«toltJu]jr 
1407. 



4 F«b. I40S. 

HiUr-TMrlr £i 
to Micfaa. 1407. 



7 Jnlj 1408. 
£5 to Easter. 



IS Feb. 1409. 
£AtoMicba. 



XIII. 

16 Jan. 1408. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£4 3^. 2^. on account for 16 months' 
parchment, ink, and red wax. 

[Aaditora* lame Boll, MicliB. 9 Hen. IV.] 
Tuesday, 16 Jan. 1408. 

Payment to " Thomas Occleve, clerk," of 4*. 3\ 2 J*, 
(part of a larger sum of 7^ 9*. 10|^) for parchment, ink, 
and red wax, from 27 March, 7 Hen. IV. (1406) to 
12 July, 8 Hen. IV. (1407), by the King's command. 

XIV. 

Saturday, 4 Feb. 1408. 

Payment to "Thomas Occlyve, clerk," of 100*r. for 
Michaelmas term, by his own hands.^ 



XV. 

Easter, 9 Henry IV., 1408. Saturday, 7 July. 
** Thomas Hocclyve Clerk," lOOs. 

XVL 



To 



Michs. 10 Henry IV., 1408. Wednesday, 13 Feb- 
ruary, 1409. To Thomas Occliff. 100^. 

XVIL 

17 May 1409. Grant of £13 65. 8d. a year 
from Michs. 1408, to Hoccleve, instead 
of his former yearly £10. 

[Patent Boll, 10 Hen. IV., part 2, membrane 24.] 

Pro Thoma Hocdeue. 

"Rex, Omnibus ad quos etc., salutem. Sciatis, quod 
On Not. It, laoQ, cum duodecimo die Kouembri^, anno regni nostri prinio, 

de grooa nostra speetali, et pro bono et laudabili seruicio 
quod dileduB seruiens noster^ Thomas Hoccleue, vnus 
clericorum jkostroTtim de officio priuati sigilli nostii, a 
longo tempore in officio predicto impenderat, et extunc 
impenderet i conoesserimus eidem Thome, in incremen- 
tum status sui, decem libras, percipienda« annuatim ad 
Scocconum nostrum, ad terminos Pasche et Sonc/i 

1 These were not found on the PellB Iisae Boll, which ia 
incomplete. 



on account of tlM 
Knod ton- ice of 
Tho*. Hocrlev«, 
one of oar Privy* 
Seid clerks. 



we sranted him 
£10 a jew 



Appendix, Hoccleve*8 fresh Pension. Payments in 14i09. Ivii 



Thome, vel quousqt^ ip«e ad beneficiuT^i eccletfiasticuni, proVm 
sine cura, valoris viginti librarww per annum, per ^*^' 



MichoeZis, per oquales porciowes, pro termino vite ipdus f«r hi* iif«^ 

* ^ r »i x- or tin w« iboiild 

;>roinote him to a 

ieflo« worth 
5 a year. 

nos foret promotus, prout in hVeiis noir^ris patentibt/^ 

inde confec^is plenius continetz/r; Nos, de vberiori 

graeia uodvdk ac in recompensacto^^m dtc/i seruicij 

sai, pro eo qt^od idem Thomas, dicfas h'^ras no^^ras AaHocdervhas 

in Cancellanaw nostrom restituit cancellando*, con- JSSa tob«* 

cessimus ei viginti marcas, percipiendo^ ad dtc/um JJ'SluIt him «o 

Scoccortum no^i-um, a festo SoTvc^i Michoe/is vltimo in«r™£i«6i«.8d.) 

pretento, singuhs aunis durante vita sua, ad termmos uicimhuiw, ims. 

Pasche et Sa/ic/i Michae/is, per equales porciones. In 

cuius etc. Teste "Rer/e, apud WestmoTto^^mm, xvij^ 

die Maij. 

Per breue de priuo^o sigt7/o. 

xvin. 

23 May 1409. Half-yearly payment to 
Hoccleve of £6 135. id. in respect of 
his fresh annuity of £13 6^. Sd. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 10 Henry IV.] 
Die Veneris, xxiij® die Maij. 

Thome Occlyue, cui Domtntts Rex nunc x.li [for xx totiio*. 

marcas] singulis annis, ad Scaccarium ad totam vitam ^"**«^ 
8uam, ad terminos Sanc/i Michoelis et Pasche, per equales 
porcfOTies percipiendae, pro bono seruicio per ip^um 
eidem Domino Eegi impenso et impendendo, per It/eras 

suas paten tes concessit: In denari;^ sibi liberatis per inmon^ypaid 

manus propria*, in persolucionem x marcarwm* sibi ****^ 

liberandartim de huitismodi certo sue, videlicet^ pro ter- for hit) year's 

mine Pasche vltimo preterito, per breue suum de liberate ESS? ^ ^' 

inter mandoto de hoc termino vj. IL xiij.s. iiy.d.* *• *''•• ** 

XIX. 

Michs. 11 Hen. IV., 22 Nov. 1409. Thomas Occliff* ttNor.iioa. 
or Occlyff' (no further description), £6 Ids. 4d. The Mis».4d.to 
King had granted him ten pounds [for 20 marks] a >'**'*»**'*^ 
year for life, for his good service, by letters patent. 
(Master John Prophete is Keeper of the Privy Seal.) 

' xv^ is written on an erasure. 

' These sams are written on erasures, the amount having 
probably been originally written " C. s." ; but the scribe omitted 
to alter the " x. li." at the beginning. 



Iviii Appendix, ffoccleve^s fresh Pension. Payments in 14s'l0'12. 



Thomu 
Hoeolen*. 

To him. In monej 
by tiM hands 
or Jn. Weld*, 
for ink, pareh- 
nMnt, nnd red 
wax, from 
<1 Feb. 1409 to 
24 AfMril 1410, 
£lU.td, 



17 Jnly 1410. 
MtiM.4d.ta 
Barter. 



SJalyUll. 
iM ia«. 4d. to 
Mlcbaelinas 1410. 



to Feb. 141^ 
£131 ««. 8d.. 1 renr 
to Midw. UlL 



23 June, 1410. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£l 2^. 2d. for 14 months' ink, wax, and 
parchment. 

[Pells lasne Boll, Easter, 11 Henry IV.] 
Die Lune, xxiij die Junij. 

Thome Hoccleue, Clerico in officio priuati sigilli, In 
denarijs sibi liheraiis per manus Johannis Weld,^ in 
persolucionem xxij.s. y.d. quos Dominus Kex sibi 
liberart mandauit pro incausto, pergameno, cera nibea, 
per ip^rum emptts et ex()endend2> in officio predicto, 
videlicet, a xxj® die Febraan; anno x*, veque xxiiij*^ 
diem Aprilis anno xj^ vltVmo pretento, per breue de pri- 
uato si^lo inter mandata de hoc termino xxij.s. ij.d. 

XXL 

Easter, 11 Hen. IV. Thursday, 17 July. Thomas 
Hocclyflf. The King had granted him 20 marks [13*. 
6*. 8*.] a year for l5e, by letters patent, payable half- 
yearly. (He is not called Clerk here. There is no pay- 
ment to him for Michaelmas, 12 Hen. lY., a.d. 1410, 
either in the Pells or the Auditors' Eoll.) 

XXIL 

1411, Easter,* 12 Hen. IV., 8 July. To Thomas Hoc- 
clyf (or Hocclyff'), one of the Clerks, &c., &. 13*. 4*. 

XXIII. 

Michs. 13 Hen. IV. (1411), 26 Feb. 1412, Friday. To 
Thomas Occlyve (or OcclifT), one, &c., 13* 6". 8*. for 
the terms of Easter and Michaelmas last. This pay- 
ment is also recorded in the Tellers' Koll for Hilary, 
13 Hen. IV.8 

^ John Weld is afterwards described as Hoccleve's clerk. A 
John Wold or Wolde was keeper of the King's lions and leopards 
in the Tower of London ; Mich., 10 Hen. I v., et anU, 

* This, tho' cald an Easter payment, was no doubt for Michs. 
1410 — see last entrr, as the next payment is for the whole 
year 1411 (see XX Vl). If not, Hoccleye was paid twice over 
for Eaiiter 1411. 

* 1412, Easter, 18 Hen. IV. The Pells Issne Roll is wanting. 
The Auditors' Issne Roll and the Tellers' Roll are also wanting. 

1412, Michs. 14 Hen. IV. No payment found. The Pells Roll 
seems to be imperfect, the first oate beins 25 Januaty. There 
is no Auditors' Roll, but there is a Tellers Roll for Michaelmas. 
{See extract.) 



PaymaU to ffoceleve. JBu Ammity Confirmd^ 1412, 1413. lix 

XXIV. 

5 Nov. 1412. Payment to Hoccleve of 32^. 
for parchment and ink. 

[Tellere* Roll, Michs. 14 Hen. IV.] 
Die Sabott, quinto die Nouembruf. 

[It is somewhat doubtful whether this date applies 
to the foUowinjj entry.] 

Thome Hocclyflfe, per mantes Johanms Weld', pro tot. Hoccicve 
p«Tyameno et incausto emptt9 in officio Custod/^ priuati '^"' *"'' *^' 
sigilli xxxij.8.^ 82«. 

XXV. 

28 Sept. 1413. Inspeximus and Confirm- 
ation by Henry V. of Hoccleve's Annuity 
of £13 65. 8rf., with the arrears from 
Michs. 1412. 

[Patent Roll, 1 Henry V., part 4, membrane 25.] 

De confirmac207»e — Hoccleue. 

E^ar, Omnibus ad quo» etc., salt^tem. Inspeximus Mie- we imto Men <mr 

ras patentes carissimi Vxnnim ct po^s \\o«tn Dom»ni ^ ^"^"^^ 
HeTtn ci nuper Regis Anglie factor in hec verba. Henricus 
Dei grocta Hex Anglie at Francie et Dommtis Hibemte 

Omnibus ad quos \etc. as in tJie Patent Roll of 10 jmintoffw 

Henry IV., 17 May, 1409, j?. liv, above] tiIo*. HoSev*. 

Teste me ip^o, apud WeBimonasterium, decimo septimo oni7Mi^7i4o9; 

die Maij, anno regni nostn decimo. Nos autem, de 

graeta, nostm spec^, et pro bono seruicio nobi^ per and on ncoount or 

prefatum Thomam impenso et impendendo, concessi- Sr^fiTuiui',***** 

onem predtctom, ac omnia et singula in hYeris predicts 

contenta, rata ha^entes et grata, ea pro nobis et heredi- 

hu8 noff^iis, quantum in nobis est, acceptamns, approba- we Approve and 

muB, et prefato Thome, teuore presencium, concedimiis uTJ^Grllli^ 

et confirmamus, prout litere predtc^e ractonabiliter tcs- 

tanti^r. Ita semper quod idem Thomas, pro termino 

* There is also a payment to Thomas, leUe Lord of Fumyvall, 
and Sir John Pelham, late Treasnrers of the Wars ; also two 
payments to Walter Lacy for parchment for the Receipt of the 
Exchequer and the Privy-Seal Office. There is no reference to 
Hoccleye's annuity. The roll for Hilary term following is 
wanting. It may hare been in that. The roll for E^tcr 
1 Henry V., 1413, omits all refercDce to Hoccleve, because the 
annuity had not then been confirmed by the uew King. 
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Appendix, Payments to Uocclevc in 1413 and 1414. 



Emridcd the uid 
[iioi-ltfve i« tint 
reUiiiU by any 
one eli««. 

And we alfio ((nint 
him Uie amara 
or hit Mid 
Annuity iHnoe 
laMt Miehaelmaa* 
1412. 

Given 18 Sept. 
UlS. 



TtoThoa. Hoc- 
clere, — a Privy- 
Seal derk, 
to wliom 

Henry IV. Kranted 
£1S 6f . Sd. a year, 

which waa con- 
flrmd by Henry V. 
on t8 Sept. laat— 

In money paid to 
him. 



fbr the term* of 
Raster Mud Mich- 
aelroaahut, 



£U 6f. 9d, 



To Thou. Oo'lere, 
paid by the lituida 
of bin rieric, 
Jn. Weide, 



vite 8U0, cum aliquo alio prdterqz^m nobiscuin non 
retineatur. Et vlterius, de vbeinori grac/a nov^, con- 
cessimus prefato Thome, id quod ei aretro est de annui- 
tate sua predict, a festo Sanc/i Micha^is vltimo p^-e- 
tento, habendum de dono XLOstto. In cuius etc. Tede 
Hege, apud Weatmonaderium, xxviij die Septcmbm. 

Per hreue de priuato sigillo. 

XXVI. 

1 Dec. 1413. Payment to Hoccleve of a 
year's arrear of his Annuity of £13 65. 8d. 
to Michs. 1413. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Michaelmas, 1 Henry Y.] 

Die Veneris, primo die Decembm. 

Thome Hocclene, vni Clericortim de officio prtuati 
sigilli, cui Domsnus Henrictis^ nuper Rex Anglie, xx 
marcas annfxa« ad Scaccnr/um st/um, ad terminos Pascbe 
et Sancti Michoelis per equales poroiones perciptend^cir, 
per h'^eras suas patentee coiicesn'^ ; quas quideni Mienm 
Dominua Rex nunc, xxviij* die Septembm proxiTno 
preterito, confirmauit: In denarije sibi Uhemiis per 
manus proprui^, in persolucioTtem xx matcarum, quas 
idom DominuB Rex nunc de vberiore groda sua liberare 
mandautY, habendas de dono suo pro arrcragijs snnui- 
tatis predtc/e, videlicet pro termini's Pasch<< et Sanc/i 
^lichaeZis vltimM preteri^fV, per breue suum de libeml^ 
inter mando^a de hoc termino. xi:g.lL vj.s. viij.d.^ 

XXVIL 

17 Jan. 1414. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£l 6^. 8d, for nine months' parchment, 
ink, and red wax. 

[Pells Issue RoU, Michs. 2 Hen. V.] 
Die Jouis, xvij® die Januarij. 

Thome Occlyfife, Clenco in officio priuati sigilh*, In 
dcnarijs sibi liberatttf, per manus Joharanis Welde, 
Clerici sui, in persoluctoitem xxvj. & viij. d. quos 

> Master John Prophete is still Keeper of the Privy Seal, and 
receive8 "wages and fees," at the rate of 20*. a dav. A payment 
to John Wel(& and five companions in the Privy-Seal Office, for 
copying ont old "tmces** with foreign conntries, at the rate of 
68. 8d. to each, is quoted in Devon's " Issuei of the Exchequer,'* 
p. 331. 



Appendix. Payments to Hocclevc in 1414 — 1416. Ixi 

Dommtw Hex eidem Thome liberare mandauit, pro 
p<»r<^aiQeDo, incausto, cera rubea, per ipaum emptttf, et for pftrchment, 
expendt^M* in officio priuatt sigilli dic/i Dom/ni Kegis, eiJiJSed'^in uw** 
videltcet, a quinto die Marcij vltimo preterito, vsque ? wSiiruis 
xiij diem Docembm extunc proxtme sequen^em; per to is Dec 
breue de prioato sigiUo inter mandata de hoc termino 

xxvj 8. viij d« S6f . sd. 

XXVIII. 

14 U, Easter, 2 Hen. V. 2 May, Wednesday. To y»;y»*J*- 
Thomas Hoccl eve, one &c. 6*. 13*. 4**. toEaater.* 

[Thomas Chancers, Esquire (scutt/er), was sent 
to the Dukes of Burgundy & Holland.] 

XXIX. 

1415, Easter, 3 Hen. V. No payment on the Pells v;,"'*- 
Boll. No Auditors' Roll. (A William Hokhyrst is to Kasler i4i5. 
mentioned.) The payment seems however to have 
been made, as the Tellers' Eoll for Trinity, 3 Henry 
v., contains the following undated entry — 

" Thome Occleve, de certo suo annuo . x. morce." 

XXX. 

1415, Mich., 3 Hen. V. 29 Feb., 1416, Saturday. »Feb.Hio. 
•*To Thomas Hoccleve, one of the Clerks of the toiiidiJ!'iii3. 
Lord the King of the Office of his Privy Seal," for 
Michaelmas, gX 13*. 4**. (This is a fuller description 
than usual.) 

XXXI. 

18 July, 1416. Half-yearly payment to 
Hoccleve by 3 instalments, through friends, 
of £6 13s. 4d to Easter, with 135. 4cZ. 
on loan. 

Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 4 Hen. V. 
Die Sabbati, xviij® die Julij. 

Tliome Hoccleue, mi Clmcorum in officio priuati Thomai 
sigilli Regis, cui Dommus Henricus nuper Rex AnghV, Oocleue. 
jt&ler Domim Regis nunc, xx mnrcas ad Sc/zccariz^m cieric of um 
suum singulis annis durante vita sua, ad termiuos P'^^y**^*' ^^^^ 
Pasche et Sandi Michoe^is, p^r equales porciones per- 

} Sxpenditis, for expensls. 
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SRid thro' 
II. Barffh £2, 
thro' Bob. 
Welton, 6f . 9d^ 
thn>' Jii. Welde, 
Hocdeve't clerk, 
ti 6f . M., 

to Easter, 1418, 



£6 1S«. id.. 



and thro' 

Jti. Welde, 

as a loan, ISi. 4d. 



To him, thro^ 
Jn. Welde, his 
derk. 



for Ink and red 
wax, bought of 
Walter Lucy, 



cipiendo^, per hY^ras suas concessit,— quasquidem Mfems 
dtc^s 'D(nninu& Hex nunc confirmauit: — In dena^y^r 
sibi liberatiV, videlicet, per manu^ Johonnis Burgh', ^ 
xL 8. ; per manus Roberti Welton*,* vj. s. viij. d. ; et 
per mantis Johannis Welde,* Clerici sui, iiij. li Tj. s. 
Yii\j. d., in persoluctoiiem x vxarcarvin sibi liberandoruiu 
de Yviiumiodi certo suo, videlicet, pro termino Pasclie 
vltimo preterito, per breue de liberate inter roandata de 

hoc termino vj. IL xiij. s. iiij. d. 

Eidem Thome, In denarys sibi liberatis per manus 
predicti Johonnis Welde, Clerici sui, de prestito super 

hmuemodi certo suo xiiJ. s. iiij d« 

vnde 
Respondebit. 

XXXIL 

14 Feb. 1417. Payment to Hoccleve of 
£2 6^. %d. for 4 months' ink and red wax. 

[Pells Issue RoU, Michs. 4 Hen. V.] 

Die Sabba/i, xiiij® die FebrMan}*. 

Thome [Hoccleve*], vni Clericorum in officio priuati 
sigilli Domini Kegis, In denary^ sibi liberatis pe/* 
manus Johonnis Welde,^ clerici sui, in persolucionem 
xlvj. 8. viij. d., quoe Dommus Rex sibi liberare man- 
dauit, pro incausto et cera rubia per ipm^m empt<> de 
Waltero Lucy, haberdassher, London', et inter xvj diem 

^ John Borgh, "Esanirt," is still mentioned on m. 9 as 
receiving an annuity or 20/. nnder a grant of Richard II ; 8e« 
p. UL 

' Robert Welton is also mentioned on this Roll, m. 9 and 
14, as one of the Clerks of the Receipt of the Exchequer. He 
had an annuity of 20/. by grant of Henry lY., and nad been 
sent to Boston and Hull to oversee the customers [receivers of 
customs-dues], and ascertain the amounts of their receipts. 

» On 27 May, John Welde, "one of the Clerks in the Office 
of the Privy Seal,*' received 20»., which the King commanded 
to be paid him as a reward for his labours in that Office. 

^ Blank : no doubt meant for Hoccleve. 

* 1418, Pells Issue Rolls, Easter, 6 Hen. V. 

"Die Venms xiy® die Ma^j. Johanni Welde et WiUcZmo 
Alb^rtyn, Clmds in officio priuati sigilli. In denarv'f sibi lib^- 
atis per manus propria^, m persolucionem Iiij. s. ii^'. d. eis 
liberandorum de regardo speciali, p^ auisamentum Consilij 
Domini Regis, eis facto pro laboribta p«r ipsos habitis in officio 
predicto p^ tres annos Y\\imo$ prvtmtos, tarn apud Calesiam 
[Calais] quam infra regnum Anglif, abeau« feodo vel annuitate 
de Rege p<;rcepto per idem tempus ; per breue de priuato sigillo 
inter mandoto de noc termino ...... I^j. a. iiij. d." 



Appendix. Payments to Hoecleve in 1417 — 1419. Ixiu 

Decembra anno secundo et iiij *^ diem Aprilis anno ftt>iii le Dec hu 
quarto expendentis ^ in officio pred/c^o ; per brewe de *** * ^^^^ ^**^' 
priuato sigillo inter mandata de termino Pasche vltimo 
preterito xlvj. s. viij. d. <£2 6f. u. 

XXXIII. 

13 March, Saturday. Payment of the annuity for is Murch un. 
Michaelmas, "by his own hands," — 6.* 13\ 4^ toMiJiilfiiic. 

XXXIV. 

1417, Easter, 5 Hen. V. 25 May, Friday. To Thomas «5 May 1417. 
Hoecleve, one &c., for Easter, 6*. 13». 4*. (It does toEwierf* 
not say that the payment was made to ''his own 
hands.") 

XXXV. 

1417, Michs. 5 Henry V. 30 Nov. Monday. Payment so Nov. 1417. 
of part, " by his own hands,"— 3». 6'. 8*. ** ^- ^' 

10 Feb. Thursday. Payment of the rest, "by 10 Feb. wis, 
his own hands," — 3*. 6\ 8*.^ toMiciu.'ui7. 

XXXVI. 

1418, Easter, 6 Hen. V. 1 July, Friday. Payment uaiy.uis, 
to Hoecleve for Easter term,— 6». 13'. 4*. tofiSielf' 

xxxvn. 

1418, Michs. 6 Hen. V. 7 Dec., Wednesday. To JJ^''««» 
Thomas Hocclyf , one, &c., for Michaelmas, 6*. 13'. 4*^. to Micha. ' 
(It does not say " by his own hands.") 

XXXVIII. 

1419, Easter, 7 Hen. V. 8 July, Saturday. To Thomas |Jn^, i«i^ 
Hoecleve, one, &c., "by his own hands," for Easter, toBMter.' 
6'. 13*. 4*. 

XXXIX. 

1419, July 10. Pa3nneiit of 125. 2d. to 
Hocdeve for 1 6 months' red wax and ink 

[Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 7 Hen. Y.^ 

' Sic, for expendendU, or expendUis, as in other accounts. 
' John, Lorn of Fumyvall, Keeper of the King's land of 
Ireland, is mentioned on membrane 15. 



Ixiv 



Appendix. Payments to HoecUve in 1419 — 1421 



ThomM 
Hocddve. 

To him, for 
red wax mud Ink 
boof lit of 
Walter Ldcj, 
from March 0, 
1418, to July 10, 
1410, 

\U.fd, 



Die Lune, x« die Julij (1419). 

Thome Hoccleve, vui C\encorum in officio pnuati 
sigilli. In denany« sibi delib^ratis per mauus proprto^, 
pro cera rubea ei incaueto,^ de Walter© Lucy, Ciui et 
haberdassher London', per ip^rim eropt<>, ei in officio 
predwrfo inter vj*^ diem Marcij anno quinto et x" diem 
July anno vij"^ expeuditte; ; per breue de piuato Si^lo 
inter manda^a de hoc termino .... xij. a. ij. d. 



tt Not. 1418. 
£8 1S«. id. 
to MiclM., 1419. 



XL. 

1419, Michs. 7 Hen. V. 22 Nov. Wednesday. To 
Thomas Hocclyve, one, &c., for Michs,, 6'. 13*. 4*. 
(It does not say *' by his own hands.") 



17 JOM, 14X0. 
MIS*. 4d. 
toBMtar. 



XLL 

1420, Easter, 8 Hen. V. 17 June, Monday. Payment 
for Easter, 6*. 13*. 4*. ** by his own hands," 



16 Nor. 14i0. 
MlSt. 4d. 
to Midi*. 



5 JalT, IML 
£0li«.4d. 
to Batter. 



11 Not. lUl. 
MVU,4d, 
to Michs. 



XLIL 

1420, Michs. 8 Hen. V. 26 Nov., Tuesday. To 
Thomas Occleve, one, &c, ''by his own hands," for 
Mich.,6*. 13». 4^ 

XLIIL 

1421, Easter, 9 Hen. V. 5 July, Saturday. Payment 
to Hoccleve for Easter, 6*. 13\ 4^ "by his own 
hands." 

XLIV. 

1421, Michs. 9 Hen. V. 11 Nov., Tuesday. Similar 
payment to Hoccleve, **by his own hands." 



' The payments for parehmc^U during this time were made 
direct to Lacy: see Pells Issue Roll, Mich. 7 Hen. Y., a. p. 
1419 : •* Die Jouis xxx"*® die Nouembm. W^tero Lucy, Ciui 
et Haberdassher London', In denari;« sibi liberatis p#r manna 
vTomas, pro p^gameno pro officio priuati sigillt, tempore 
festinacionis et necessitatis ab eo empto ad vices : per breiie 
gen«rale vt supra — xiy. s. vi. d." In the next roll, Easter, 
8 Hen. Y., unaer date of 8 July, there is another payment te 
Lucy for four bundles of parchment at certain pnces, for the 
office of the Priry Seal, and for the Receipt of the £xchef|uer, 
under a general writ. 



Ajypcmlix. Payments to Hoccleve in 1422. Ixv 

XLV. 

23 Feb. 1422. Payment to Hoccleve of 
40^. 11^. for 19 months' red wax and 
ink. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Michs. 9 Hen. Y., 1421.] 

Die Lune, xxiij. die YebntariJ [1422]. 

Thome Hoccleue, vni Clericorum in officio priuati ThomM 
mgilli EegiSy et Wille/mo Albcrton', Clerico in eodem J^**** 
officio, In denart;^ eis liberatt^, videlicet, per mantts 
predfc/i Thome, xl.s. xj.d. ob. pro cera rubea et in- 4o«. ufi. 
canste^ emptis de Waltero Lucy, Ciiii Londonie, ad iTik toLjhfiSr'tiie 
opus R^s, et expenditiff in dicto officio, videlicet, a x™* frS?jSj*io!"** 
die Julij Anno vij. eiusdom Regis vsque x** diem Feb- ui9to^b.io, 
Tuarij yltdmo ^eteritum; et per mantis dicti WilleZwii, Md^wm. 
xvi^.8. iiij.d. tam pro pergameno per iptrtim empto ad to^^^SSbSiat*' 
opns dicii Regis et expendito in dido officio, tempore ^i*"^^ 
qno dic^uB Rex vlttmo erat apud Eborocum et partem when Hm. v. 
ibuiem, quam pro soluctone per ipm^m nuper facte apud ][^ J^^**^ 
Cinitatem Lincolnte diuenis personis ibidem, pro certis Mid «t uSSn 
liienB Regis portanditf in Comitatum Comubte; per Kh^kStento 
bretie de priuato sigillo inter maadata de hoc termiTio comwaU; 

lix.8. iij.d. ob.^ am,2id, 

XLVI. 

25 May, 1422. Payment to Hoccleve of his 
half-yearly £6 135. 4rf. to Easter. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Easter, 10 Hen. V.] 
Die Lune, xxv. die Maij. 

Thome Hoccleue, vni Clencorum in officio priuati totho*. Hoc- 

sigilli Domini Henrici nuper Re^ Anglie, ^tm Regt9 pn^.sMi'offlM* 

nunc, cui idem nuper Rex, pro bono et laudabili seruicto ^^^•^' 'v-» 
per ipnnn eidem nuper R^ impenso et impendeudo, 

XX mcaccu percipiendo^ singulis annt9 ad Scoccanum whonTehim 

suum, pro tevmino vite ipsius Thome, ad terminos Pasche for iife, for mV^ 

et Sancd Michoe^is per equales porciones, per It/eras ««><* ••"^*<»» 

' So, for 'incausto.' 

* Among the " liberationes " to the "ministers" of the 
Ezchaqner from 14 January to 28 March is the following entr^ : 

**Walt«ro Lucy de London', Haberdassher, In denarty* sibi 
liberatis fer mantit propruw, pro p«rgameno ab eo empto, tam 
pro officio TheaauraHj et Camtfrariorum de Scaccario, (^uam 
priuati Sigilli Domini Regis xlv.s. ij.d." 

There is a duplicate of this roll. 

HOCCLEVE. — M.P. e 



Ixvi Hoccleves Annuity Confirmd. Payment to Him in 1423. 



and Hen. V. 
oonArmd U,— 

£6 2«. TK ^ 
MMsiininient, 

and 10». 8|d. in 

moiMy; 



£ft 1S«. *a. 



8uas patentee cono^ssU, quas quidem li/eras dsc/us Doy/u'- 
nus Hex iiutic confirmauit ; In denary<f sibi liberate per 
manua propria^, yidelicetf per aasignacionein foctam isto 
die, vj.li. ^.8. vij.d. ob., et in moneta x.8. viij.d. oK» in 
^enolucumem x marcarum sibi liheraianim de haiu«- 
Ynoc^t certo sno, videlt(;6t, pro termino Pasche vltt?m> pre- 
terite; per breue de liberate inter manda/a de boc 
termino vj. li. xiij.8. iiij.d. 



We hare Men the 
MNiflnnation by 
Henry V. 



of Hoedtre't 
AnnoitT of 
£lS6f.8ii.minUd 
by Km. IV. 

OQ 28 SepC 141S. 

By the advice of 
Oar GoandU 
We approve and 
oonflnn the eame. 

t4Jaii.l4tt-S. 



XLML 

24 Jan. 1423. Inspeximus and Confirma- 
tion by Henry VI. of Hoccleve's Annuity 
of £13 6s. Sd. 

[Pateot Roll, 1 Henry YL, part 2, membrane 7.] 
De conBrmacicme — Hoccleae. 

'Rex, Omnibus ad quoa etc., salutem. Inspeximia 
li/eras patented cari88imi Domini et po^is nogtii Regis 
Henria quiuti defuncti, de eonfinnactone foc/aa in bee 
Terba : " Henricua, Dei groe/a Kex Anglte et Francie, 
et Dominus HendV Omnibus ad quoe (&€., as in the 

Patent of 1 Hen. K, 28 Sept. 1413) 

In cuius lei testimonium, bas liferas noe^ras fieri fecirotM 
patentes. Teste me ipM>, apud Westmotuu/eruimy rice- 
simo octauo die Septembrte anno tegni nostri primo." 
Noe autem dic^ l//eras ipnus pcUris nostn, de auisa- 
mento magni Consilij no^, approbamus, ratificamus 
et confinnamus, prout ItYere predtcfo roetbnabiliter tes- 
tanUir. In cuius etc Teste Bege^ apud Westmoiia#- 
terium, xxiiij die Januarij. 

Per Weue de priuato sigillo. 



XLVIII. 

15 Feb. 1423. Payment to Hoccleve of a 
half-year's Annuity (£6 13^. 4c/.) to Micbs. 
1422. 

[PelU Iwne Rolk, Michaelmas, 1 Henry VI. ] 



Sic, for Hibemie. 



Appendix. Payments to Hoccleve in 1423. Ixvii 

Die Lune, xv* die Febrwan}'. 

Thome Hoccleue, nuper vni clericoTnm in officio ToThot.Hoc- 

priuati sigiUi Domini Henrici uuper Regiv Anglic, aui h*the Pdry^*' 

Kegw nunc 5 cui idem nuper Rex, pro bono et laudabili S%om Henry 

MTuido per ip^Mm Thomam eidem nuper Regi inipenso 'v- 

ei impendendo, xx marcas percipiendcu ad Scaecarium lis?6f . m. a ymr 

svLuniy aingtilis annu* durante vita sua, ad terminos ^''^^"''•» 
Pasche et Sancii MichoeZis per equaled porctones, per 
Uteraa suas patent concern/ : quas quidem It/eras pater ^ 

Regis nunc ac idem Domi'nus Rex confirmauerun/ : and Henry y. 

T 3 •• •!.• 1*1 <• • • and VI. oonflnnd 

In denai^tf sibi liberatte per manue proprtoe, in i^er- it.— 

wiucionem x matcarum sibi liberandarum de hmua- *"™o"^p^<* 

modi certo suo, ytddicet, pro termiwo Sancti Michae/is «Mrah*if.ye«»r'i. 

vlt^mo pi-cterito, per brette de liberate inter manda/a de uSI '^ *** 

hoc ternnno vj.lL xiij.s. iiij.d. m lu. m. 



XLIX. 

20 May 1423. Payment to Hoccleve of a 
half-year's Annuity, £6 135. id.^ to 
Eaater 1423. 

[PolU Issue Roll, Easter, 1 Hen. VL] 
Die Jouis, xx® die Maij.^ 

Thome Hoccleue, nuper vni Cle^icoruT^i in officio Thomaa 

priuati sigilli Domtni Henrici nuper Regis Anglte, aui S?®®JlJJJ*'.jje*i 

R^is nunc, cui idem nuper Rex — pro bono et laudabili derk* t» wliom 

seruicio per ii)eum Thomam eidem nu|.er Re.<;i impeuso ^^J""' 

et impendendo — xx. roareoe percipiend<ie ad Scaccarmm *^* «••*<«•• y«ar, 
suum singulis annitr durante vita sua, ad tenninos Pasche 
et Sandi MichoeZttf per equales porciones, per li/eras 

suas patentes concern/ : quas quider?^ ItVeras Domsnus and Henry v. 

Henricus nuper Rex, pater Regis nunc, ac idem Domi- ***** ^** 

iius Rex nu7ic confirmauerun/ : In denar/te sibi liberatis oouiirmd it- 

, . *^ •! • tn money paid to 

\ier manus propria^, m persoluctonefn x marawvLm sibi furaiyeara'uiin 

liberandarum de h\i\u87nodi cei'to suo, videlicet, pro tea*- »""""> ^ 

nii/<o Pasche vltiVno prete?ito, \wr hreue de libemte inte)* Sa^er, 14m, 

mando/a de hoc termino .... vj.li. xiij.s. iiij.d. m is*. 4d, 

^ This is expressed more fully in the following Boll. 
' This heaaing applies to both this and the next Hoccleve 
entry on this roU, but they are some distance apart 

€ 2 



Ixviii Payment to Hoccleve in 1423. Grant of a Corrody, 1424. 



ThomM 
HoeeleiM, 

or the Piiv7-8«a 
OfBce.paidtohlm 

Ibr rwl wax and 

ink, 

bo««ht of Walter 

Lucj of London, 

ffnr th« OfBce, 

froni 9 Fab. 14tt 

to 19 Maj 14SS» 

tU.ld, 



20 May 1423. Grant to Hoccleve of 235. 
\d. for red wax and ink, bought for the 
Privy- Seal Office. 

[Pells Issae Boll, Easter, 1 Henry VI.] 

Thome Hoccleue, de officio pr/uati sigilli Dommi 
Begisy In denait}V dbi liberate p^ v^arrns yroptias, in 
per^oluctonem xxiij.s. iiij.d.^ qnos Domintia Bex nunc 
eidem Thome libenure mandauit pro cera rubea et in- 
causto, per ip^ton emptt9 de Waltero Lucy de London*, 
et in dicto officio expendiUV, a ix^ die Febniar/;, anno 
ix^ Eegis Henrtct quinti, po^ris Regis nunc, vsqu^ xix 
die[m] Maij ylUino "preieriUim^ per bretie de priuato si- 
gillo inter manda/a de hoc termino . • xxiij.s. j.d.' 



To tht King and 
Guuncll. 

Tho«. Hooclave 
ortheFriry-Scal 
Ofllre begs jua to 
grant liim sacli 

firovitioo for life 
II Huuthwiclc 
HriorY, HaiitJi, aa 
tliv late N. Mult- 
kjTiig luul. 



LI. 

4 July 1424. Grant to Hoccleve of the 
Corrody that the late Nicholas Mokkyng 
had in the Priory of Southwick, Hants. 

[Friny-CouncU Proceedings and Ordinances, 1422-9, 
vol. iii, p. 152, ed. Nicolas, 1834.] 

[Additional MS. in British Museum 4604, art 34 ; a 
modem Transcript — Petition to the King and Council, 
with the answer, 4th July, 2 Hen. VI. 1424.] 

" Au Roy, notre tresredoute et soverain seigneur, et 
as tresnobles et tressages sei^eurs de son Consail. 

" Supplie votre treshumble clerc, lliomas Hoccleve, 
de Foffice du prive seal, quil plaise a voz tresnobles seign- 
uries lui granter autiele sustenance, a prendre chascun 
an durante sa vie, en la priore de Suthwyk en cont4^ de 
Sutharaptofi, come Nichol Mokkynge, que mort est, — 
nadgaire Maistre de Saint Laurance de Ponteneye en 
Londres — avoit et prist en la dtete priorie quant il 
vesquist,' pour Dieu et en oevre de charitee. 

» Sie. 

' ** j.d." is written over an erasure ; probably a correction of 
the **iiij.d." above. 

' As Hoccleve's annuity was paid to Michs. 1425, it isn't 
certain that this Southwick corrody was worth £20 a year so as 
to stop the King's annuity under the original (p. xlix) and the 
substituted Grants. But the Treasurer no doubt did stop it 
after 1425. 



Appendix. Last PaymerU of Hoccleve*8 Annuity^ 1426. Ixix 

**IL Gloucestre. H. Cantuarien^. J. Londont^T^m. 
H. Wjntonte/ww. VYdlipptia Wygomieui^w. WaiTe- 
wyk. Scrop. Hungerford. 

^ {In dorio) iig die Julij, anno secundo, apud West- 4Ju1v14S4. 
mcnuuteriumf concessa fuit prsesens sapplicatio in forma ^tiUonV 
qua petitar, pnesentibus dominis infrascriptis." granted. 

LIL 

1424, Michs. 3 Hen. YI. Thomas Hocclyff, laie one of t? not. uu, 
the Clerks in the office of the Privy Seal, to Henry MiduwimMf 
IV., who for his good service gave him 20 marks 
yearly by letters patent, confirmed by the present 
King: — 6\ 13\ 4*. for the half-year, paid into his 
own hands on Monday, 27 November. 



LIII. 

11 Feb. 1426. Payment of Hoccleve's last 
half-year's Annuity (£6 135. id.) to 
Michs. 1425. 

[Pells Issue Roll, Michaelmas, 4 Hen. YI.] 

Die Lune, xj" die Fehruarif. 
Thome Hocclyff*, nuper vni ClmcorMm in officio ToTho§. Hoe- 

• .• • •11* TA • * Y T • * Y^ * A 1 • * C10T6. Mt4 otic or 

priuati Bigilli Domini Hennci mxper Regis Angit6, am the cierk* in the 
Regis nunc, cui idem nuper Rex — pro bono et laudabili ^^^y-^^^ *^***» 
8«aiicio per ip^<m Thomam eidem nnper Regi impenso to whom 
et impendeudo — xx [marcas]^ percipiendo^ singulis was granted by 
annis ad Scaccarium suum durante vita sua, ad termi- **"*^ ^••"~ 
nos Fasche et Sancti Michoelis, p^ equales porctowes, 
per li^eras suas patented concessit ; quas quidem literaa 
Domimts Kenricus nn^per Rex Anglie, pater Regi^, ac 
idem Doniinua Rex nunc, conflrmauemnf : In denan;« in mon^y ptud 
aibi liberatitf per mantis propna*, in persoZnctbnem x °* 
marcarum sibi libe^-andamm de huin^Tnoe^i certo suo, for hi« j year'a 
videlicet, pro termino Sanc^i Michae/is vlt/mo pretenVo, Michl^uas, 
per breue de liberate inter manda^a de hoc termino 

vj li. xiij 8. iiij d. m is*, iu. 



There is nothing about Hoccleve in the Polls Issue 
Rolls of Easter 4 Hen. VI, 1426; Michs. 5 Hen. VI, 
1426; Easter 10 Hen. VI, 1432; Easter 15 Hen. VI, 

1 Omitted. 



Ixx Appendix. No Payment to Hocdeve in 1440. 

1437 ; Easter 17 Hen. VI» 1439 ; Michaelmas 19 Hen. 
VI, 1440; Easter 20 Hen. VI, 1442; Easter 25 Hen. 
VI, 1447. 

1440. In the Pells Issue Roll for Easter, 18 Hen. 
VL, there is a payment to "divers Clerks of the King's 
Privy Seal," of the King's gift, as a reward for trans- 
cribing the Agreements made with the Emperor — 5 
marks. And another payment to ''Thomas Frat/nk,^ 
one of the Clerks, and Filacer in the office of the King's 
Privy Seal"* But there is no reference to Hoccleve. 

The foregoing notices were obtained from the Patent 
Rolls and the Exchequer Rolls only by dint of search- 
ing through some hundreds of membranes — perhaps 
about 1500. Few, if any, of them are referred to in 
the meagre indexes. 

* Or Franks. 

' Wrs lie the 8accc8»or of Hoccleve ? He is also mentioned 
in Easter 15 Hen. VI., Easter 17 Hen. VI., and Mich. 19 
Hen. VI. 



HOCCLEVE'S MINOR POEMS. 

A.D. U13— 1446. 



PhiUippB MS. 8151 {fonntrly Prinu ffmry*§. Son o/Jemui /). 

leafs : yellum, ab. 1450 A.D. 

Ei)e Complegnte of tije VixQin before 

t^e Cross. 

(englkht by oonmumd of Ladt Hbrbtobd.) 
(In 5-measare sevens, cUxibb, ce,) 

(The fint leaf of the MS. and of this CompleynU (a 1) is lost. 
The fint 2 leave of the Poem to ' Oldcastel/ sign, a 7, 8, hav 
been pat befor the 2nd leaf of the Virgin Cwnpleynie (sign, a 
2), to prevent the MS. looking incomplete. Thcr was thus at 
least one rascaly bookseller in James Ts time.] 



[7] 



43 



% O Womman, — )>at among the peple speek* 

How )>at the wombe blessid was \ai beer, 

And the tetes ^t yaf to eowken eek* 

The Bone of god / which on by bangith heer, — 

What seist thow now / why comest thow no neer t 47 

Why nart thow heere t / o womman, where art thow, 

That nat ne seest my wof ul wombe now % 

[8] 
% Simeon / thow seideat me ful sooth 

' The strook* that perce shal my sones herte, 

My soole thirle it shal ' / and so it dooth : 

The wownde of dceth ne may I nat asterte, 

Ther may no martirdom me make sroerte 

So sore as this martree smertith me : 

So sholde he seyn / )>at myn hurt mighte see. 

HOCOLBVB, M.P. — I. B 



[•ign. t S, iMf S] 

Woman {Lmk; 
xi. 17) who Md 
my Womb was 
' MMMd,' wiMra 
utthoanow? 



49 



50 



Simaoo, tht 
•word that pitrat 
my Son'a haart 

(LvJktf, U. S6) 
irferoaa mina tool 



54 



56 



2 I. THE COIIPLBYNTB OF THE VIRGIN MART. 

[9] 
o Fath«r and if 0. loachim / deew fadir myn ! 67 

Mother ! why did , '' 

ye braed me ? And seint Anne, my modir deere also I 

To what entente / or to what ende or fyn 

Brogliten yee me foorth / fat am greened sot 

Mirthe is to me become a verray fo. 61 

Your fifidir Dauid / pat an harpotir was, 

Conforted folk* pat stood in heuy cas. 63 

[10] 
Me thynkith yee nat doon to me ariglit, 64 

pat were his successours / syn instrument 
Vf cannot comfort Hau yee noon left / wher-witft me make light, 
And me conforte, in my woful torment 
Me to doon ese / han yee no talent, 68 

And knowen myn conforteless distresse : 
Yee oghten weepe for myn heuynesse. 70 

[H] 
oson, % blessid sone / on thee wole I out throwe 71 

My salte teeres / for oonly on thee 

My look is set / o thynke / how many a throwe 

think how I nnnt Thow in myn armes lay / and on my knee 

and kist TliM ! . 

Thow sat / & haddist many a k us of me. 75 

Seek thee, to sowke, on my breestes yaf y. 

Thee norisshyng* fairc & tendrely. 77 

[12] 
Sim Death take* Now thee fro me, withdrawith bittir deeth, 78 

Thee fhnn roe I 

And makith a wrongful disseuerance. 

Thynke nat, sone / in me fat any breeih 

Endure may / pat feele al this greuance ; 

My martirdom mo hath at the outrance ; 82 

I needes sterue moot / syn I thee see 

Shamely nakid, strecchid on a tree. 84 

[13] 
[leaf 4] And this me sleeth / ^t in the open day 85 

Thyn hertcs wownde shewith him so wyde 



I. THE OOMPLBTNTE OF THE VIRGIN MART. 



pat Me folk see and beholde it may, 
So largeliche opned is thy syde. 
1 wo IB me, syn I nat may it hyde I 
And, among othre of my smerte greeues, 
Thow pnt art also, sone, amonges theeues, 

[1*] 

As thow were an euel & wikkid wiglii 
And, lest ^t somme folk* par auentu^ 
No knowleche hadde of thy p^rsone aright, 
Thy name, Pilat hath put in scripture, 
pat knowe mighte it euery creature, 
For thy penance sholde nat been hid. 
O / wo is me / fat al this see betid ! 

[16] 
How may myn yen, )>at beholde al this, 
Bestreyne hem for to shewe by weepynge 
Myn hertes greef / moot I nat weepe t yis 1 
Sone, if thow haddist a fadir lyuynge, 
That wolde weepe & make waymentynge. 
For pat he hadde paart of thy persone. 
That were a greet abreggynge of my nione. 

[16] 
But thow in eerthe / fadir haddist neu^re ; 
No wight for thee / swich cause hath for to pleyne. 
As pat haue I / shalt thow fro me disseuere, 
pat aart al heoUy myn t my sorwes deepe 
Han al myn hertes ioie leid to sleepe. 
No wight with me, in thee, my sone, hath part : 
HooUy of my blood' / deere chyld / thow art, 

[17] 

That doublith al my torment & my gree^. 

Yn-to myn herte / it is confusion, 

Thyn harm to see / pat art to me so leef*. 

Mighte nat, sone / the Bedempcioun 

> f MS. bleocL 

B 2 



89 



91 



92 



96 



98 



99 



103 



105 



106 



110 



112 



113 



And,ftlMl Thoo 
art Mt amonc 
Ihieratl 



Thjnamelt 
written ap that 
all fblk voMj know 
TUm. 



Tboalmttno 
fhtbar llrlng to 
oomfbrt ma* 



naaf4,bMk] 

BwthlyflUlMr, 
thoo iMTtr hadat. 



Thon art whoHy 
my child. 



IgrieratoMt 
Thai halt. 



4 Z. THB COMPLEYNTB OP THE VIROIN MART. 

Of man ban bee withoute eff usicmn 117 

Of thy blood 1 vis / if it had been thy lust 

But what Thoa J J i J 

wilt, bt doMi " But what thow wilt be doon / soufiFre me must I 119 

[18] 
deeth / so thow ky thist thy bittiroesse 1 20 

First on my sone / & aftirward on me. 
Bittir art thow / & f ul of crabbidnesse, 
Death, who hart That my sone hast slayn thurgh thy crueltee, 

•Uiu mjr Son, 

And nat me sleest / certein, nat wole I flee. 124 

•uynMi Come of / come of* / & slee me heere, as biyue I 

Deporte from him / wole I nat a lyue 1 126 

[19] 
Cteftf 5] IT moone / o sterres / and thow firmament ! 127 

o^ and jj^^ j^^y y^ J ^ wepy nge yow restreyne, 

And seen your Creatour in swich torment t 
Yee oghten troublid been in euery veyne, 
weep with met And his despitous deeth / with me compleyne. 131 

Weepeth <& crietli as lowde as yee may. 
Our Creatour wtt/i wrong is slayn this day. 1 33 

[20] 
P But eee Lukt % Q souue, with thy cleere hemes brighte,* 134 

DarkneMfhNnthe pat seest my chud nakid this nones tydo, 
hour. Why souffrest thow him, in the open siglite 

iM^Mt^ ^ Of the folk* heere / vnkeuered abydel 

^ITel^^re? '^^^^ *^ ^ moche, or more, holde hiwi to hyde, 138 

Than Sem, \ai helid his Fadir Noe 

Whan he espyde ))at nakid was he. 140 

[21] 
If thow his sone be / do lyk ther-to ! 141 

Come of / withdrawe thy hemes brightncsse I 
Thow art to blame / but if thow so do. 

Hide hu naked. For shame / hyde my sones nakidnesse ! 

Is thcr in thco no sparcle of kyndenessel 145 

He it thy Lord. Remembre lie is thy lord and Creatour ! 

Now keuere him / for thy worsship & honour 1 147 
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[22] 
T O eertbe / what lust hast thow to susteene 148 

The crois on which he pat thee made, and it, 
Is hangid 1 / and aourned thee with greene 
Which pat thow werist / how hast thow thee qwit 
Vn-to thy lord 1 / o do this for him yit I 152 

O ! wake for doel / & deue thow in two, 
And al ^t blood / restore me vn-to, 154 

[23] 
Which thow hast dronke / it myn is, & not thyn; 155 
Or elles thus / withouten taryynge 
Tho bodyes dede / whiche in thee pat lyn. 
Caste out / for they, by taast of swich dewynge, 
Hem ogfite clothe ageyn in hir clothynge. 159 

Thow Caluarie / thow art namely 
Holden for to do so / to thee speke Y. 161 

[24] 

deer^ sone / myn deeth neighith faste, 162 
Syn to an othir / thow hast youen me 

Than vn-to thee / & how may my lyf laste, 

\)ai me yeuest any othir than thee ? 

Tho^ he / whom thow me yeuest / maiden be, 166 

And thogh by iust balance / thow weye al, 

The we%hte of him & thee / nat is egal. 168 

[25] 
He a disciple is / <^ thow art a Lord ; 169 

Thow al away art gretter than he is ; 
Betwixt your mightes / is ther greet discord. 
My wof ul torment / doublid is by this ; 

1 needes moume moot / & fare amis ; 173 
It seemeth pat thow makist departynge 

Twixt thee & me for ay / witZtoute endynge ; 175 

[26] 
And namely / syn thow me * womman ' callist, 176 
As I to thee straunge were and vnknowe ; 
Therthurgli, my sone / thow my ioie appallist ; 



Hears, bftck] 
Earth, clMve 



In two, and re- 
store my Soii'a 
blood! 



or eaat out thy 
deadl 



Calvary, do UiU! 



How can I IWe f 



[leaf 6] 



Thov Memeet to 
hare severd ma 
from Tliee for 
ever. 



Tboo calledat roe 
'Woman I' 
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My name it 
changed! 



I urn Mara 
(bitter) i 



my tweetneM is 
tumd togall! 



neaf6bbMk] 
O John, how 



can we wciA 
death? 



80 AaU of woe are 
we. 



leluidlel 



O Angels, yoar 
Creator ia ■hdn ! 



187 



189 



Wei feele I pat deeth his vengeable bowe 

Hath bent / & me purposith doun to throwe. 180 

Of sorwe talke may I nat ynow, 

Syn fro ^ my name / I-doon away is now. 182 

[27] 
Wei may men clepe and calle me ' Mara 'I 183 

From hennes forward, so may men me caH. 
How sholde I lengei* clept be * Maria', 
Syn * I ', which is Ihe^us, is fro me fall 
This day / al my swetnesse is in-to gatt 
Tomed, syn pat * I ', which was the beautee 
Of my name / this day bynome is me. 

[28] 
H lohn, my deere froend ! thow haast receyned 190 
A wofol modir / and an heuy sone 
Haue I of thee / deeth hath myn othir weyned I 
How may we two, the deeth eschne or shone t 
We drery wightes two / wher may we wonel 194 

Thou art of conf ort / destitut / I see ; 
And so am 1 / ful careful been wee I 196 

[29] 
Vn-to our8 hertes / deeth hath sent Ids wownde : 197 
Noon of V8 may alleggen othres peyne. 
So manye sorwes in vs two habownde, 
We han no might, fro sorwe vs restreyne ; 
I see non othir / die moot we tweyne ; 
Now let vs steruen heer par compaignie ! 
Sterue thow there / & heere wole I die. 

[30] 
H Angels / thogh yee monme and waile & weepe*, 204 
Yee do no wrong / slayn is your Creatour 
By the folk* fat yee weren wont to keepe 
And gye & lede / they to dethes shour 
Han put him / thogh yee han wo & langour, 208 

> ? * me ' left out, for want of power to work it in. 
2 Cp. Chaucer's 'wrynge k waile k weepe,' Clerk*8 EoToy. 
CatU. Talcs, 
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203 
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No wondir is it / who may blame yowl 
And yit ful cheer he had hem pat him slow. 

[31] 
HO/ special lone / pat me ioyned haast 
Vn-to my sone / strong is thy knyttynge ! 
This day ther-in fynde I a bittir taast ; 
For now the taast I feele, & the streynynge 
Of deeth / by thy deeth / feele I deeth me styngc. 
O poore modir / what shalt thow now seye 1 
Poofe Marie / thy wit is aweye ! 

[32] 
Marie 1 nay / but ' marred * I thee caA, 
So may I wel / for thow art / wel I woot, 
Vessel of care & wo, & sorvres eA ! 
Now thow art frosty cold / now fyry hoot ; 
And right as pat a ship, or barge, or boot, 
Among the wawes dryueth steerelees. 
So doost thow, wof ul womman, conf ortlees ! 

[33] 
And of modir / haast thow eek* lost the style : 
No more maist thow clept be by thy name ! 
IT O sones of Adam / al to long whyle 
Yee tarien hens / hieth hidir for shame ! 
See how my sone / for your gilt & blame, 
Hangith beer al bybled vp on the crois ! 
Bymeneth him in herte & cheere & vois I 

[34] 
His blody stremes, see now & beholde 1 
If yee to him ban any affeccioun, 
Now for his wo / your hertes oghten colde. 
Shewith your loue and your dileccioun ; 
For your gilt makith he correccioun 
And amendes / right by his owne deeth : 
pai yee nat reewe on him, myn herte it sleeth. 

[35] 
A modir pat so soone / hir cote taar 
Or rente / sy men neuere noon or this, 



210 

211 neafT] 

Lovt, 



215 now I feel Death's 
•taig! 

217 



218 iMnnoiMnrjr, 
bat'taurea,' 

« TeMd of woe ! 



222 
224 

225 Mother «in I, no 
mure. 

Son* of Adam, 



229 Me my Son Weed- 
ing ou (he Croce ! 

231 



232 [i«*f7.b^] 



236 



238 



239 



Show jroar lovel 



8 II. TO SIR JOHN OLDOASTLB. A.D. 1416. 

For cbyld / which fat shee of hir body baar, 
To yeue her tete f as my chyld, fat heew is, 
His cote hath torn / for your gilt, nat for his, 

u"'^'«SdHu ^^ ^^ ^^ blood despent in greet foysoun ; 
Wood. And al it was for your Redempcioun. 

f Cesttout 



243 



245 



Ceste Compleynte paramont feut trtbslatee au 
co^mandement de ma dame de Hereford, 
que dieu pardoynt ! 



[IL] 

Ceste fetust Uittt au temps nue le Vioy 

^enri \t iJt, (q«^ ©ieu partiaint!) 

fe^^st a f^ampton mi son primer 

passage bers f^arflete. 

(In S-measure eights, ahab, edci,) 

[1] 

Ltiffo. « 7. loafij rpHe laddre of heuene / I meene charitee, 

-L Ck)mandith vs / if our brothir be falle 
In to errour / to haue of him pitee, 
And seeke weyes, in our wittes alle, 4 

How we may him ageyn to vertu calle ; 
And in gretter errotir ne knowe I noon 
Than thow, fat dronke haast ^ heresies gall^, 
And art fro Crystes feith twynned & goon. 8 

[2] 
Alias ! fat thow fat were a manly knyght, 
And shoon ful cleer in famous worthynesse, 
Standynge in the fauowr of euery wight, 
Haast lost the style of cristenly prowesse 12 

> The aa in 'haast,' L 7, and 'aart. paart,* 1. 150, 162, 
occurs elsewhere. The Latin side-notes, below, are in the MS. 



OldcutWI thoa 
hMi left Chiirt't 
faiUiI 



n. TO SIR JOHN OLt)CASTLB. A.D. 1415. 



Among alle hem / pat stande in the cleemesse 

Of good byleeue / & no man wiih thee holdith, 

Sauf coisid caitifs, heires of dirknesse : 

For verray roathe of thee / myn herte coldith. 16 

[3] 
Thow haast maad a fair permutacion 

Fro Crystes lore* to feendly doctryne i 

From honour & fro dominacion 

Vn-to repreef and mescheuous v[e]nyne ; 20 

Fpo cristen folk* / to hethenly couyne ; 

Fro seuretee vn-to vnsikimesse ; 

Fro ioie and ese / vn-to wo & pyne, 

Fro liglit of trouthe / vn-to dirke falsnesse. 

[4] 
O Oldcastel / alias / what eilid thee 

To slippe in to the snare of heresie 1 

Thurgfi which / thow foo arte to the Trinitee, 

And to the blissid virgyne Marie, 28 

And to the Innumerable holy co7?{paignie 

Of heuene / and to al holy chirche. alias ! 

To longe haast thow bathid in pat folie ! 

Kyse vp / & pourge thee of thy trespas I 

[5] 
Seynt Austyn seith / ' whiles a man abydith 

In heresie or scisme / and litst nat liee 

Ther fro / his soule / fro God he diuidith. 

And may nat saued been in no degree. 

For what man holdith nat the vnitee 

Of holy Chirche / neithir his bapteeme, 

Ne his ahnesse / how large pat it be, 

To helthe him profyte / ne god qweeme.' 

[6] 
And yit more-ouer he seith thus also, 

* Thogfi pat an hcretyk*, for Crystes name 

Shedo his blood / & his lyf for Cryst forgo, 

Shall nat him saue * / alias, the harm & shame I 44 



36 



40 



No one holds with 
thee, bat caned 
oaitUbl 



Thoa haat left the 
liffht of Troth for 
24 darkneea! 



[elgn. A 7, leaf 1, 



Thoa art God*t 
foe! 



^Q Purge thee of thy 
OJ trespMel 



[MS.] 
Angnttinut de 
flde, ad PetraM : 
' FirmiesiMe tene, 
ft nnllateniw 
dobitee, queinlibet 
h«reUcaM Ac. qui 
eccicfie catho/ice 
no» tenet vnita- 
teal, neqii« baptis- 
mus / neqiM ele- 
niotina quaatnM- 
cuMqNtf copiota / 
neqiM mors pro 
CkrifH noaiiae 
suacepta, proflc«re 
pot«ritad 
lalutesi.' 
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IL TO SIR JOHN 0LDCA8TLB. A.D. 1415. 



OldcMtle! obty 
UieCliardil 



CMS.] 
DeTheodotU 
lUtutrlt Iinp«ni- 
toH« obedimeUU 
humlUtato / re- 
■plee ia Uitorte 
triportiU, Hfrro 
lx«, vM iMurrat, 
* Cow mpad ThMO- 
InntoBM Ciotte- 



Thoa liut told 
tftysool totlM 
DevU. 



QiMneh thy 
pride! 

Repent! 



[tlgn. « 8, or leaf 
2,lwck] 

I 

[1 MS. m] 

AtkOodminjI 



May nat thy smert thy sturdy herte attame 1 
Obeie / obeie / in the name of Jhesu ! 
Thou art of merit & of honur lame ; 
Ck)nqueTe hem two / & thee arme in virtu ! 

[7] 
If thyn hy herte, bokiynge in errour, 

To holy chircke can nat buxum be f 

Beholde Theodonus Emperour, 

Hbw humble & buxum vn-to god was he ! 

No reward tooke he of his dignitee, 

But, as a lamb, to holy chirche obeide : 

In the scripture / may men rede & ae 

How meekly of the Bisshop, grace he preide. 

[8] 
Thoffense which fat he ageyn god wroglite, 

Was nat so greet as thyn / by many fold ; 

And yit ful heuy he was, & it forthoglite, 

Obeyyng* as }^t holy chirche hath wold. 

Thow pat thy soule / to the feend haast sold, 

Bye it agayn thurgfi thyn obedience ! 

Thyn heresie is al to hoor and old ; 

Correcte thee at Crystes reuerence ! 

[9] 
And for thy soules helthe / do eeke so ! 

Thy pryde qwenche, & thy presumpcioun ! 

Wher thow hast been to Ciystes feith a fo, 

Plante in thyn herte a deep contriciot^n. 

And hennes foorth be Crystes Champioun ! 

The welle of mercy renneth al in brede ; 

Drynke ther-of / syn ther is swich foysown, 

Thyn hertes hotel / thei'-of filk, I rede. 

110] 

Thow haast ofifendid god wondirly sore ; 

And nathelees / if thow the wilt amende, 

Thogh thy gilt wei* a thowsand^ tymes more, 

Axe him mercy / & he wole it thee sende. 



48 



52 



56 



60 



64 



68 



72 



76 



n. TO SIR JOHN OLDOASTLB. A.D. 1415. 
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Tilow art vnwys / thogli thow thee wye pi-etende, 

And 80 been sUe of thyn opinioun. 

To god & holy chircbe tiiow thee bende ! 

Caste oat thy venym thoigli confes&ioun ! 80 

[11] 

Thow seist ' confessiotm auriouleer 

Ther needith noon ' / but it is the contrarie ; 

Thow lookist mis / thy si^te is Bothyng deer ! 

Holy writ ther-in is thyn Adaersarie, 

And Clerkes alle fro thy conceit yarie, 

})ai Crystes partie hokien & maynteene. 

Leue ])at conceit / lest pat thow nus-oarie I 

Waar of the swerd of god / for it is keene. 88 

[12] 
Heere, in this lyf / vn-to god mercy crie, 
And with the ax or hamer of* penance 
Smyte on the stoon / slee thyn obeUnacie * 
Haae of thy synnes heuy remembrance ! 92 

Bowne in the preestes ere / & the greuance 
Of thy soule / meekly to him confesse ; 
And in the wal of heuene / is no doutance, 
Thow shalt a qwike stoon be / for thy goodnesse. 96 

[13] 
*0 Oldcastel / how hath the feend thee blent I 
Where is thy knyghtly herte / art thow his thral 1 
Thow errest foule eeke in the sacrament 
Of the Auter / but how in special 100 

For to declare* it needith nat at al ; 
It knowen is in many a R^oun. 
Now syn the feend hath youen the a fal / 
Qwyto him / let see / ryse vp & slynge hiw doun ! 104 

[U] 
Ryse vp, a manly knygfet, out of the slow 
Of heresie / o lurkei* / as a wrecche 
Whei* as thow erred haast / correcte it now I 
By humblesse / thow mayst to mercy strecche. 108 



Bmd thM to Holy 



to 



84 sgH p i i..^/ 

*0iUiidit«MM 



Leave that ooii' 
I 



[MS.] 
AjOfpttHnmt <!« 
Tlittattom inflnn- 
OTMM dicii. * III 
maro CialtatI* 
MqMrne upfontn- 
dM M bqpla tIiiim, 
In eoina ediflcio 
mmaudltiir 
Meoria aat mal- 
\mu. hie perfer- 
endue eet etrtpi- 
Uu I hie adid- 
endue ee( Japldi 
maUeoa / l^lc oon* 
UttnA»mt$jt 
totOM laptdie 
eapemacnaM/ 
ctrepitM pe<Ta- 
toraw tnoniM re- 
cordatk) eap<r 
qolbiw peretrepat 
In aare eacerdotie 
hamlUlMa tiia 
confeeelo, &e.' 

[• aifrn. B 1. or 

leafSj 



Rlae ap, and aiing 
the DevU down ! 



Riee oat of the 
elough of Hereajr ! 
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II. TO SIR JOHN OLDOASTLB. A.D. 1415. 



Get absolution 
from Holy 
Church! 



Thoa reftuiott to 
obQjPreUitM. 



[sign. b. 1 ; If. 8, 
l»ck] 



CoiifeM and 
repent of tliy 
erroral 



If a Priest it 
vicious, 

follow him not, 
but obey his 
teach hig. 



Stir no arguments 
about our FalUi ! 



To holy chirche go / & thei* fecche 

The holsum oyle of absolucion. 

If thow of sonles hurt ne shame recche, 

Thow leesist heuene / and al knyglitly renoun. 112 

[15] 
Par cas / thow to thy self shame it arettist, 
Vn-to Prelatz of holy chirche obeie : 
If it 80 be / thy conceit thow mis settist. 
What man aright can / in his herte weye 116 

The trouthe of that i To Ihesu. Cryst, I seye, 
Principally / is fat obedience. 
God hath ordeyned preestes to purveye 
Salue of penance / for mannes offense. 1 20 

[16] 
Ynto seint Petir and his successoors, 
And so foorth doun / god hath his power lent 
Go to the Preest / correcte thyn errours, 
With herte contryt vn-to god y-bent ! 124 

Despute no more of the sacrament ! 
As holy chirche biddith, folwe it ! 
And hennes forward / as by myn assent, 
Presume nat so mochil of thy wit ! 128 

[17] 
I putte cas, a prelat or a preest 
Him viciously goue^ne in his lyuynge / 
Thow oghtist reewe on it / whan thow it seest, 
And folwe him nat / but aflir his techynge 132 

Thow oglitest do / & for thyn obeyynge 
Thow shalt be sauf / & if he teche amis, 
Toforn god shal he yeue a rekenynge, 
And ^ai a streit / the greet peril is his. 136 

[18] 
Lete holy chirche medle of the doctryne 
Of Crystes lawes / & of his byleeue, 
And lete alle othir folkc / ther-to enclyne, 
And of our feith noon argumentes meeue. 140 



II. TO SIR JOHN OLDCASTLB. A.D. 1415. 
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For if we mig&te our feith by reson preeuo, 

We sholde no mer3rt of our feith haue. 

But now a dayes / a Baillif or Eceue 

Or man of craft / wole in it dote or raue. 144 

[19] 
Some wommen eeke, thogh hir wit be thynne, 
Wele argumentes make in holy writ ! 
Lewde calates ! sittith down and spynne, 
And kakele of sum what elles, for your wit 148 

Is al to feeble to despute of it 1 
To Clerkes grete / apparteneth ^at aart 
The knowleche of fat, god hath fro yow shit ; 
Stynte and leue of / for right scleudre is yotir paart 152 

[20] 
Ourc fadres olde & modres Jyued wel, 
And taghte hir children / as hem self tnght were 
Of holy chirche / & axid nat a del 
* Why stant this word heere 1 ' / and * why this word 
there 1' 15G 

' Why spake god thus / and seith thus elles where ? ' 
' Why dide be this wyse / and mighto ban do thus 1 ' 
Our fadres medled no thyng of swich gere : 
))^t oghte been a good mirour to vs. ' 160 

[21] 
If land to thee be falle of heritage, 
Which ^t thy fadir heeld in reste & pees, 
With title iust & trewe in al his age. 
And his fadir before him brygelees, 164 

And his and his / & so foortli / doutelco.^ 
I am ful seur / who so wolde it thee reue, 
Thow woldest thee defifende & putte in prees ; 
Thy rig&t thow woldest nat, thy thankes, leue. 168 

[22] 
Right so / where as our goode fadres olde 
Possessid were, & hadden the seisyne 
Peisible / of Crystes feith, & no man wolde 



[MS.] 
Fide* noD )ia/«t 
merituin, &c. 
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you'd defend it 
against robbers. 



[sign, h ?, If. », 
bM;k] 
80 our fathera 
held Chritt't 
faith. 



\ 
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Iinpugne hir riglitf it sit vs to enclyne 172 

Ther-to / let us no ferthei6 ymagyne 
But as fat they dide ! occapie our right ; 

their poMMtkm And in ouxe hertes fully detennyne 

might! Our title good / & keepe it with our might. 176 

[23] 

He whom not Who 80 hath right / and nat wole it defiende ; 

defend hit rigliU ... . i • « -* • i 

u a coward! It IS no manpodft / it IS cowardyse : 

And as in this cas / he shal god offende 

So greuously / ^t he shal nat souffyse, 180 

The maugree, for to here in no wyse 

Fro Cryst ^t right first greew / & if pai we 

Nat shuln susteene it / we been ful ynwyse : 

Him self is feith / right / troutho, & al bontee. 184 

C-80 [2*] 

Lege Nemo, The CHsten Emperour Justinian* 

*NemoCI«rioiM '^ ' 

vel mUltarte. rel As it IS writen / who SO Ust it See, 
eaiveUbet altoHut 

eondidoMUdefliie Made a lawe deffending* euery man, 

tarbu ooadunaue Of what condicion or what degree 188 

traotare oonetw \>at he were of / Aat sholde hardy be 

hoitaroaitaMlt For to desputtf of the feith openly ; 

one* requirent And therc vp ou / Buudry peyues sette he, 

tS^SlTir*' J)at peril sholde eschued be therby. 192 

huiaamodl caoWt TORI 

eiequendit/ L^^J 

[toaf 10] Bewar Oldcastel / & for Crystes sake 
oidcaeue, don't Clymbe no more / in holy writ so hie I 

read Holy Writ! '' ' '' 

luad Lancelot, or Rede the storie of Lancelot de lake, 

Or Yegece of the aart of Chiualrie, 196 

thBSttfftefTrowi The ssege of Troie / or Thebes / thee applie 

To thynge ^t may to thordre of knyght longe I 

To thy correccioun / now haaste and hie, 

For thow haast be€fn out of ioynt al to longe. 200 

[26] 
If thee list thyng rede of auctoritee. 
To thise stories sit it thee to goon : 

or Jmdtfft and 

jMkua: To ludicum / Begum, and losue, 
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To lodith / & to Poralipomenon, 204 

And Machabe / & as siker as stoon, 

If ^t thee list in hem bayte thyn ye, 

More autentike thing / shalt thow fynde noon, 

Ne more pertinent to Chiualrie. 208 

[27] 
Knyghtes so dide in tymes pat be past, 
Whan they had tendrenesse of hii' office ; 
In Crystes feith they stooden stidefast ; 
And as pat the preest, hir soules Norice, 212 

Hem goostly fedde / & yaf hem the notice 
Of Crystes lore 1 with obedience 
They tooke it / but now regneth swich malice, 
That baxumnesse is put in abstinence. 216 

[28] 
O Constantyn, thow Prince of hy nobleye / 
O cristen Emperour / whos worthynesse 
Desdeyned nat to holy chirche obeye. 
But didert al thy peyne & bisynesse, 220 

With wei disposid spirit of meeknesse, 
The Ministres of god for to honuze ; 
How thow wroghtist / hast tboir so strong witnesse. 
That lyue it shal / whil the world wole endure I 224 

[29] 
Thow took nat on thee hir correctioun, 
Ne vp on hem / thow yaf no iugement I 
Swieh was to god thy good affeccioun, 
Thow seidest / ' they been goddes to vs sent ! 228 

And pat it is nothyng conuenient, 
That a man sholde goddes iuge and deenie/ 
Thow were a noble & a worthy Regent ! 
Wei was byset on thee / thy diadeeme I 232 

[30] 
Blessid be god / fro whom der3rued is 
Al grace / our lige lord / which pat is now 
Our feithful cristen Prince and King / in this 



Umm pMrtafn to 
ChlraUry. 



KnlghUofold 



obqrd tiM Priatit. 

Novr, obedience it 
•etMlde. 



ntlObk.] 



itiiMobeyd 
Holy Cliurob. 



[MS.] 
De admirabill 
boooreqiMM 
ComtontintM Im- 
perttor exhibait 
eoelMie ]finiitH« 
lU ecriUtMr / 
* Deue Toe eoiwti* 
tuit eaoerdutee, ft 
potetUUM dedit 
ToM« ludiamdi. A 
Ideo not a vobb 
iadleamMr; voe 
aaten noa po(eeti« 
abboMiiiANw 
iadievi/ Ao. 



OnrHMryT 
foUowe bit itope. 



16 



n. TO SIR JOHN 0LDCA8TLE. A.D. 1415. 



OldcMUet FoUow 
these Princee ! 

C>odd,thif! If he 
'does it no longer/ 
why thoold he be 
scddedP P Reftd 
* that' tor 'tkoffk' 
in 238.] 



tle«ril] 



Bow Mid correct 
thyeeiri 



Return to God I 



Leave thy mia* 
belief I 



Debate not againal 
Ood! 



nearil.baek] 
OLordofaU! 

Inspire Oldractle 
with Thy grace ! 



Folwith thy steppes / o* for shame thow 236 

Oldcastel / thow haast longe tyme ynow 

Folwed the feend / thogh thow no lenger do,* 

Do by my reed / it shal be for thy prow : 

Flee fro the Feend / folwe tho Princes two 1 240 

[31] 
Eeward had, & consideracioun, 
Vn-to the dignitees of tho p^rsones, 
Thow art of a scars reputacioun 1 
A froward herte / haast thow for the nones 1 244 

Bowe & correcte thee / come of at ones ! 
Foule haast thow lost thy tyme many a day ! 
For thyn vnf eith / men maken many mones ; 
To god retoume / & with his feith dwelle ay ! 248 

[32] 
Thogh god the haue souffrid regno a whyle. 
Be nat to bold / be war of his vengeance ! 
He tarieth* for thow sholdist reconsyle 
Thee to him / & leue thy mescreaunce. 252 

Holsum to thee / now wer^ a variaimce 
Fro the feend to our lord god / & f ro vice 
Vn-to vertu, pat were his hy plesaunce. 
And his modres, man-kyndes niediatrice. 256 

[33] 
Some of thy fetheres weren plukkid late. 
And mo shuln be / thow shalt it nat asterte ; 
Thow art nat wys / ageyne god to debate I 
The flood of pryde / caste out of thyn herte ! 260 

Grace is a-lyue / to god thee conuerte ! 
Thow maist been his / if thee list him obeie ; 
If thow nat wilt so / sorrer shalt thow smerte. 
Than herte of man may thynke, or tonge seye I 264 

[34] 
Almighty god / thow loixl of al, and Syre, 
Withouten whom is no goodnesse wroght, 
This knyght, of thyn habundant grace enspyre I 
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Semembre how deere / }at thow haast him boght ! 268 
He is thyn handwerk^ / lord ! lefuse him noght, 
Thogh he thee hane agilt outrageously / 
Thow ^t for m^rcy deidest, change his thoght I 
Benigne lord, enable him to mercy t 

[35] 

Yee ^t p^ru^rted him / yee folkd dampnable I 
Yee heretikes pat ban him betrayed, 
That manly was / worthy & honurable, 
Or }Kft he hadde of your venym assayed, 276 

I doute it nat / your wages shal be payed 
Sharply / but yee correcte your trespas. 
In your fab errour / shul yee been outrayed, 
And been enhabited with Sathanas. 

[36] 
Tee, with your sly coloured argumentes 
Which ^t contenen notliyng but falshode, 
Han, in this Enyght, put so feendly ententes, 
p€it he is ouercharged with the lode 284 

Which yee ban leid on his good old knygthode, 
That now ' a wrecchid knyght ' men call^ may. 
The lak* of feith / hath qwenchid his manhode ; 
His force ageyn god / naght is at assay. 288 

[37] 
' Pryuce of preestes ' / our lige lord yee calle 
In scorn / but it is a style of honour : 
Auctoritee of Freest excedith alle 
Eerthely powers / thogh it seeme sour 292 

To the taast of your detestable errour. 
They pat in the feith been constaunt & sad, 
In seint Petres wordes ban good fauour. 
And fayn been to fulliille ))at he bad. 296 

[38] 
Alltf eerthely Princes and othir men, 
Bysshops to obeie / commandid he. 
Yee ban no ground to holde ther ayen : 

HOOCLBVB, M,P. — ^I. 
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SptritiMl thinfft 
ar abav Umporal. 



The Sun and 
Moon 



bMokm Papal 
authoiitj, and 
Kingly. 



Claaflt,back] 

As San to Moon, 
M It Popa to 
King. 



If rail not be« 
Uar It, I liopa yt 
nu^btborntl 



Te«a7*atlnftil 
priert oan't mnka 
airlaCt body.' 



He can. 



Spirituel thynges / passe in dignitee 
AUe the thynges temporel pat he. 
As moche as dooth the soule the hody. 
In the scriptures, serche / & yee shul see 
f>at it no lees at al is hardily. 

[39] 
Two lightes, god made in the firmament 
Of heuene / a more made he, & a lesse ; 
The gretter light, to the day hath he lent. 
It for to seme in his deer hrightnesse; 
The smaller, to the nyght in soothfastne^se 
He lente also / to heipe it with his light 
Two dignitees they toknen in liknesse ; 
Aactoritee papal, and kynges might. 

[40] 
Looke, how moche & how greet dyuersitee 
Betwixt the sonne ther is, & the moone ! 
So moche is a popes auctoritee 
Abone a kynges might / good is to doone 
pat yee aryse out of yoMr errowr soone, 
pat there-in walwid han / goon is ful yore. 
And but yee do / god, I byseeche a boone, 
|pat in the fyr yee feele may the sore ! 

[41] 
Yee fat nat sette by preestes power, 
* Crystes Eebels, & foos * men may you callc. 
Yee waden in presumpcioMn to fer ! 
Your soules to the feend, yee foule thralle ! 
Yee seyn, * a prcest in doedly synne falle. 
If he so go to messe / he may nat make 
Crystes body ' / falsly yee erren all«, 
pat holden so / to deepe yee ransake ! 

[42] 
As wel may a preest pat is vicious, 
pat precious body make, day by day. 
As may a preest / pat is ful vertuous ; 
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'Bat waar tbe preest / his soule it hurte mtkj, 
And shal, but he be cleene : it is no nay. 
Be what he be / the preest is instrument 
Of god / thur;^ whos wordes / trustith this ay, 
The preest niakith the blessid sacrament. 

[43] 
Yee medle of al thyng / yee moot sboo the goos : 
How knowen yee what lyf a man is ynne 1 
Your fals conceites renne aboute loos ! 
If a preest synful be, & fro god twynne, 
ThuTgh penitence he may ageyn god wynne. 
Ko wight may cleerly knowen it ot gesse, 
pat any preest, beynge in deedly synne. 
For awe of god, dar to the messe him dresse* 

[44] 
Yee seyn also ' ther sholde be no pope, 
But he the beste preest wer^ vp-on lyue.' 
O ! wher-to graspen yee so fer, and grope 
Af tir swich thyng / yee mowe it neuere dryue 
To the knowleche / nothyng there-of stryue ! 
Medle nat ther with / let al swich thyng passe I 
For if pat yee do / shul yee neuere thryue ; 
'Vee been ther-in as lewde as is an asse ! 

[45] 
3Iiiny man outward / seemeth wondir good. 
And inward is he wondir fer ther-£ro : 
No man be luge of pat / but he be wood : 
To god longith fat knowleche, & no mo. 
Thogh he be right synful / sooth is abo. 
The hy power pat is to him committid. 
As large as petres is / it is right so : 
Amonges feithful folk* / this is admittid. 

[46] 

What is the lawe the werse of nature. 

If ^ a luge yse it nat aright 1 

No thyng / god wot / auyse him pat the cure 

c 2 
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Ther-of haih take / looke he do bat right ; 364 

Waar / fat he nat atonde in his owne light I 
Good is, fat he his soule keepe & saae. 
Pot your him YooT fals conceites, pnttith to the flight, 

opinioos to flight! 

I lede / and Crystes mercy, axe & hane ! 368 

[47] 
Tee ^t pr^tenden folwers for to be 
Of Ciystes disciples / nat Ijne sholde 
Te Ut9 in iiwt. Aftir the flesshly lustes / as doon yee 

and OU9 not 

whoM wift yt pat rekken nat / whos wyf yee take & holde : 372 
Swich lyf / the disciples nat lyne wolde, 
For cursid is the synne of aduontrie ; 
But yee ther-in, so hardy been & bolde, 
pat yee no ^nne it holden, ne folie. 376 

[48] 
If yee so holy been as yee witnesse 
Of your self 5 thanne in Crystes feith abyde ! 

airist'f dtMipiM The disciples of Cryst had hardynesse 

faced dtnth boldly. 

For to appeere / they nat wolde hem hyde 380 

For fere of deeth / but in his cause dyde. 
They fledden nat to halkes ne to hemes, 
TahidAineonMn. As yee doon / ^t holdcu the feendes syde, 

Whiche am of dirknesse the lantemes. 384 

[49] 
[iMf 14] Ne neudre they in forcible maneere 
rjI^rruS** With wepnes roos / to slee folk, & assaiU^^ 
(at the Rititiff In As ycc didcn late in this contree heere, 

St. GUm's Ftelds, - ,, __. , -. « ^ . .1, ^^^ 

in Jan. liu.) Ageyu the King, stryf to rere, & bataiile^ 388 

Blessid be god / of your purpos yee faille, 
And faille shuln / yee shuln nat foorth ther withl 
Tee broken meynee / yee wrecchid rascailla 
Been al to wejke / yee ban ther-to no pith 1 392 

[50] 
Ynn oi]jM!t to Also yee holden ageyn pilgrimages, 
luufM. Whiche am f ul goode / if ^t folk wel hem Tse ; 

And eektf ageyns the makynge of ymages. 
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Wliat / al 18 nat worth ^t yee clappe & muse. 396 

How can yee, by leson, yoor self excuse 

)}at yee nat eiren / whan yee folk* excite 

To vice / and stire hem, vertu to refuse t 

Waar goddes strook* / it peisith nat a lyte. 400 

[61] 
For to visite seintes / is yertu, 
If ^t it doon be for deuocioun ; 
And elles / good is, be ther-of eschu. 
Meede wirkith in good entencionn. 404 

Be cleene of lyf / & be in orisoon ! 
Of synne, talke nat in thy viage ! 
Let vertu gyde thee / fro toon to toun 1 
And 80 to man / profitith pilgrimage. 408 

[62] 
And to holde ageyh ymages makynge, 
(Be they maad in entailk or in peynture,) 
Is greet errour / for they yenen stirynge 
Of thoghtes goode / and causen men honure 
The 8eint / after whom / maad is that figure, 
And nat worsshippe it / how gay it be wroght. 
For this knowith wel euary creature 
))at reson hath / ^t a seint is it uoght 416 

[63] 
Kight as a spectacle helpith feeble sighte, 
Whan a man on the book* redith or writ. 
And cansith him to see bet than he mighte. 
In which spectacle / his sighte nat abit, 420 

But gooth thurgh / & on the book reetith itf 
The same may men of ymages seye, 
Thogh the ymage nat the seint be / yit 
The sighte vs myngith to the seint to preye. 424 

[54] 
Ageyn possessions / yee holden eek«. 
Of holy chirche / & that is eek^ errotir : 
Your inward ye / is f ul of smoke & reeke I 
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But Christ, whiU 
on Mith, bad 
PorMt. 



VmtlSl 



Whtt right hvn 
yt to take from 
tha Choreh what 
ja naver gava t 



Why ahooldtha 
CborofabaspoUd? 



Ta aay ' Propartj 
ought to ba oom- 
mon.' 

But It oughtn't to 
ba madaaoby 
Tlolanea. 



nt IB. bk.] 



Te ooly want to 
ploiMlar. 



While heere on eerthe / was our Sanueotir, 428 

Whom Angels diden seruice & honour, 

Purses had he / why f for his ohirche sholde 

So haue eek* aftir / as seiih mine Anctour : 

Tee goon al mis / al is wrong / fat yee holde 1 432 

[55] 
lusiinian Empprour had swich cheeriee 
To holy chirche / as pat seiih the scriptare, 
pat of goodes how large or greet plentee 
It hadde of yifte of any creature i 436 

Him thoghte it youe in the hest mesure 
pat mighte heen / his herte it loued so. 
Yee neuere yaf hem good, "per auenture : 
What title han yee / aght for to take hem fro 1 440 

[56] 
And if yee had aght youe hem or this tym^ ' 
Standynge in the feith /as yee oghten stonde, 
Sholden they now / for your change A your cryme, 
DespoiUid heen of pat they haue in hondef 444 

Nay / pat no skile is / yee shul vndirstonde, 
They nyght and day lahouren in prayeere 
For hem that so yaf / styntith, and not fonde 
To do so 5 for first hoght wole it be deere. 448 

[57] 
Presumpcion of wit, and ydilnesse, 
And couetyse of good / tho vices three 
Been cause of al your ydil bysynesse. 
^ Yee seyn eeke : 'goodes, commune oghten be :* 452 
pat ment is, in tyme of necessitee. 
But nat by violence or by maistrie. 
My good to take of me / or I of thee, 
For pat IB verray wrong & robberie. 45C 

[58] 
If pat a man the soothe telle shal, 
How ^t your hCTtes in this cas been set^ 
For to ryfle, is your entente final ; 
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Yee lian be bisy longe / aboute a net, 460 

And fayn wolde ban it in tbe watir wet, 

The fissli to take / which yee ban pnrposid. 

But god and our lord lige hath yow let ! 

It nis, ne shal been / as yee ban supposid. - 464 

[59] 
Men aeyn ' yee purpose hastily appeere, 
The worm for to sleen in the pesecod : ' 
Come on / whan yow list / yee shul reewe it deere ! 
The feend is your cheef / & owt heed is god I 468 

Thog!i we had in oure handes / but a clod 
Of eerthe / at your heedes to slynge or caste, 
Were wepne ynow / or a smal twig or rod ; 
The feith of Ciyst / stikith in ys so faste I 472 

[60] 
We dreden nat / we ban greet auantage, 
Whethir we lyne / or elles slayn be we, 
In Crystes feith / for vp to heuenes stage, 
If we so die / our sonles lift shnl be ; 476 

And on )»at othir part / yee feendes / yee 
In the dirke halke o^ Helle shnl descende t 
And yit with vs abit this charitee, 
Our desir is / ^t yee yow wolde amende. 480 

[61] 
Yee holden many an othir errotir mo 
Then may be writen in a litil space, 
But lak* of leisir me commandith ho. 
Almighty god / byseeche I of his grace 484 

Eoable yow to seen his blessid face, 
Which ]>at is o god / & persones three. 
Hemembre yow / henene is a miry place, 
And belle is ful of sharp aduersitee. 488 

[62] 
Yit, Oldcastel / for him fat his blood shadde 
Yp on the crois / to his feith tome agayn I 
Forget nat the loue / he to vs hadde, 
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II. TO SIR JOHN OLD0A8TLE. A.D. 1416. 



Turn not thy 
brftin againM th« 
Faith! 



lUpentl 



Why iH thoo not 
fighting In Fnuiet 
by King HMry^f 
•id«? ShanMoa 

ttiM! 



DoaflC, bk.] 
Onc«, OldcMtto 
WM In •v«ry friy. 



HoirhMUMDevU 
duuigtd tllMl 



Hninblc thco to 
our King I 



pat blisful lord / ^t for aUe yb / was slayn ! 492 

From hennes forward / trouble nat thy brayn 
As thow bast doon, ageyn tbe feith ful sore ! 
Cryst, of tby soule / glad be wolde, & fayn : 
Retoume knygfitly now yn-to his lore ! 496 

[63] 
Repente thee / and with him make accord 1 
Conquere meryt and honour / let see, 
Looks how our cristen Prince, our lige lord, 
With many a lord & knyght beyond the See, 500 

Labonre in armes / & thow hydest thee ! 
And darst nat come / & shewe thy visage ! 
O, fy ! for shame / how can a knyght be 
Out of thonur of this rial viage t 504 

[64] 
Sum tyme was no knyghtly turn no whero, 
Ne no manhode shewid in no wyse. 
But Oldcastel wolde, his thankes, be ther«. 
How hath the cursid fiend changid thy gyse 1 508 

Flee from him ! and alle his wirkes despyse ! 
And ^t y-doon, vn-to our cristen kyng 
Thee hie as faste / as ^t thow canst dyuyse. 
And humble eeke thee to him / for any thyng 1 512 

Cesttout 
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[III.] 

Cg enjsust la male regie tie E. f^occleue. 

[Aguntt his iU-r^[ulat«d life : eating and drinking to excess 
for 20 yean (L 109 — 112) ; treating and kissing girls, L 145 — 
160 ; (He confesses his cowardice in L 169 — 176 ;) drinking in 
Taverns at Westminster, L 179; (tho* still young— say 85— 
L 209) going on the river, L 190—208, and this mainly with 
borrowd money, L 869 — 871. 

Final 6 kept np. Doable vowel for tone, ' haast, aart, paart,' 
kc, and to give the liquid u, treewe ; ou used for other «, 
wuffyae, kCf aouSre ; not for not, as always.] 

[In 5-measare eights, abab, bcbe. Printed by G. Mason.] 

[1] 

precious tresor inconparable ! 
ground & roote of prosperitee I 
O excellent richesse commendable 
Abouen all^ / pat in eerthe be I 4 

Who may susteene thyn aduersitee t 
What wig&t may Iiim ayante of worldly welthe, 
But if he fully stande in grace of thee, 
Erthely god / piler of lyf / thow helthe t 8 

[2] 
Whil thy power / and excellent vigour 

(As was plesant vn-to thy worthynesse) 

E^ned in me / & was my gouemour, 

Than was I wcl / tho felte I no duresse, 12 

Tho farsid was I with hertes gladnesse ; 

And now my body empty is, & bare 

Of ioie / and ful of seekly heuynesse, 

Al poore of ese / & ryche of euel fare ! 16 

[3] 
If pat thy fauour twynne from a wig&t f 17 

Smal is his ese / & greet is his greuance ! 

Thy loue / is lyf / thyn hate sleeth doun rigfit 1 



OMflStbackJ 
OHMOth, 



wlio out bar* 
wMlth wUbooi 
UiaaP 



9 [iMrni 

WhMi 1 had thNh 



IwaaglaA. 

NoWftMljOjlMt. 
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ihaveiottHMith, Who may compleyne thy disseuerauce 20 

Bettrd than I, )>at, of myn ignorance, 
Yn-to seeknesse am knyt / thy mortel fo. 

ftDd 1 know what Now can I knowB feeste fro penaunce ; 

And whil I was w/t/i thee / kowde I nat so. 34 

w 

I MiiBir daiij My grief and hisy smert ootidiau * 25 

So me lahouren & tornienten sore, 
)>at what thow art now / wel rememhr^ I can, 
And what fruyt is in keepynge of thy lore. 28 

Had I thy power knowen or this yore, 
As now thy fo oonpellith me to knowe, 
Nat sholde his lym han cleued to my gore, 
For al his aart / ne han me hroght thus lowe. 32 

[5] 
PMfn.bMk] But I haue herd men seye louge ago, 33 

' Proeperitee is blynd / & see ne may ' : 

And verifie I can wel / it is so ; 

For I my self* put haue it in assay. 36 

Whan I was weel / kowde I considere itt nay ! 

But what / me longed aftir nouelrie, 

As yeeres yonge yemen day by day ; 

for my pMi Colly. And now my smert accusith my folie. 40 

[6] 
In yooui I kiMw Myn vnwar yowthe kneew nat what it wroglite, 41 

not wbmt It WM to -riz-i <..*» ^i 

loM UMUtb. This woot I wel / whan fro thee twynned shee ; 

But of hii' ignorance hir self shee soghte, 
And kneew nat ])at shoe dwellyng was wtt/t thee; 44 
For to a wight were it greet nycetee 
His lord or freend wityngly for toffende, 
Lest fat the weighte of his aduersitee 
The fool oppresse / & make of him an ende. 48 

[7] 
From hennes foorth wole I do reuerence 49 

Yn-to thy name / & holde of thee in cheef, 

And werre make, & sharp reaistence 
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Ag&yn thy fo & myn, J)at cruel theef*, 
jDai vndir foote / me halt in mescheef*. 
So thow me to thy grace reconcyle. 
O now thyn help / thy eocour and releef* ! 
And I for ay / mis reule wole exyle. 

[8] 
Bat thy mercy excede myn offense / 

The keene assautes of ihyn aduersarie 

Me wole oppresse with hir violence. 

No wondir / thogh thow be to me contrarie ; 

My lostes blynde han cbusid thee to yarie 

Fro me / thur^ my folie & inpudence ; 

Wherfore / I, wrecche / curse may & warie 

The seed and fruyt of chyldly sapience. 

[9] 
As for the more paart / youthe is rebel 

Yn-to reson / & hatith her doctryne, 

Regnynge which / it may nat stande wel 

With yowthe / as f er as vrit can ymagyne. 

O / yowthe / alias / why wilt thow nat enclyne, 

And vn-to reuled reform bowe thee t 

Syn resoun is the verray streiglite lyne 

pat ledith folk* / vn-to felicitee. 

[10] 

Ful seelde is seen / ^at yowthe takith heede 

Of perils fat been likly for to fatt ; 

For, haue he take a purpos / fat moot nede 

Been execut / no conseil wole he call ; 

His owne wit, he demeth best of all ; 

And foorth ther-with / he renneth brydillees, 

As he ^t nat betwixt hony and gall 

Can luge / ne the werre fro the pees. 

AH othir mennes wittes he despisith ; 
They answeren no thyng to his entente ; 
His rakil wit only to him souffysitli ; 



52 



Help KM, 
HmIUi : and I'll 
56 five up miarule. 



57 



60 



64 



65 



6a 



72 



73 



76 



[iMfiq 



XybUndluvUhav 
driven thee away. 



Why wni not 
Youth bow to 
Bole? 



Toatb wm hat Ito 
own waj. 



80 



81 (iMfW, iMCk] 
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His hy presumpcioun nat list consente 
To doon as fat Salomon wroot & mente, 
pat redde men by conseil for to werke : 
NoWy youthe, now / tiiow sore shall repente 
Thy lightlees wittes dutt, of reeon derke ! 

[12] 
/ uj ftteodi w«nid My f reendes seiden vn-to me f ul ofte, 

miMQit. My mis reule me cause wolde a fit ; 

And redden me, in esy wyse & softe, 
A lyte and lyte to withdrawen it ; 
But pat nat mighte synke in-to my wit. 
So was the lust y-rootid in myn herte. 

And now rm rip* And now I am SO rype vn-to my pit. 
pot scarsely I may it nat asterte. 

[13] 
Who-so cleer yen hath, & can nat see, 
Ful smal, of ye, auaillith the office / 
H Eight so / syn reson youen is to me 
For to disceme a vertu from a vice, 
If I nat can with resoun me cheuice, 
But wilfully fro reson me withdrawe^ 
Thogh I of hii^ haue no benefice, 
No wondir / ne no fauotir in hir lawe. 

[14] 
Eeson me bad / & redde ss for the beste. 
To ete and dr}'nke in tyme attemprely ; 
But wilful youthe nat obeie leste 
Vn-to ^ reed / ne sette nat thereby. 
I take haue of hem bothe outrageously 
And out of tyme / nat two yeer or three, 
But .XX.** wyntir past continuelly, 
Excesse at borde hath leyd his knyf wtt^ me. 

[15] 
The custume of my repleet abstinence. 
My greedy mowth, Eeceite of swich outragBy 
And hondes two / as woot my negligence. 



84 



tlMflf) 



Ml and drink 
modtnMy. 



BatforMytan 
I'TAUTdin 
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89 



93 



96 



97 



100 



104 



105 



108 



112 
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Thns ban me gyded / & brogllt in seruage 
Of hiw Jot werreieth euery age, 
Seeknesse, y meene, riotoures whippe, 
Habundantly ^t paieth me my wage, 
So pat me neiihir daunce list, ne skippe. 

[16] 
The outward signe of Bachus & his lure, 
pat at his dore hangith day by day / 
Excititb folk* / to taaste of his moisture 
So often / fat man can nat wel seyn nay. 
For me, I seye / I was enclyned ay 
Wiih-outen daunger thidir for to bye me, 
Bat if swich charge / vp on my hake lay, 
That I moot it forbere / as for a tyme ; 

[17] 
Or but I were nakidly bystad 
By force of the penylees maladie, 
For thanne in herte kowde I nat be glad, 
Ne lust had noon to Bachus hows to hie. 
Fy f Lak of coyn / departith conpaignie. 
And heuy purs, with herte liberal, 
Qwenchith the thirsty bete of hertes drie, 
Wher chynchy herte / hath ther-of but sraaL 

[18] 
I dar nat telle / how fat the f resshe repeir 
Of venus femel lusty children deere, 
pat so goodly / so shaply were, and f eir, 
And so plesant of port & of maneere. 
And feede cowden al a world wtt^ cheere, 
And of atyr passyngly wel byseye. 
At Poules heed me maden ofte appeere. 
To talke of mirthe / & to disporte & pleye. 

[19] 
Ther was sweet wyn jmow thurgh-out the hous, 
And wafres thikke / for this conpaignie 
pat I spak of / been sumwhat likerous, 



116 



Aiidiioir,9ldnMM 
liMhold<rfmt. 



120 



121 



124 



I hMiiited WIm* 
kouM, and 
dranl^ 



128 

129 [iMri9,bMk] 

MV* when I via 



132 



136 



137 



IwMitaftsrpnCtj 
fflrit 



140 



144 



attlMPaal'fHMd 
TATcrn, 



145 md tTMtod tm to 
wliM and wafira. 
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OfeoorM I paid 
fortiMftiia. 



[iMfM] 



Bat 1 00I7 ktet 
•m, and didn't do 
•nythfof 
nanghtiar. 



Wliere as they mowe a dragfit of wyn espie, 148 

Sweete / and in wirkynge hoot for the maistrie 

To wanne a stomak* with / ther-of they dranke. 

To suffire hem paie, had heen no coortesie : 

That charge I tookd / to wynne loue & thanks. 152 

[201 
Of loaes aart / yit touchid I no deel ; 153 

I cowde nat / & eek it was no neede : 
Had I a kus / I was content ful weel, 
Bettre than I wolde han be vrith the deede : 156 

Ther-on can I but smal ; it is no dreede : 
Whan pat men speke of it in my presence^ 
For shame I wexe as reed as is the gleede. 
Now wole I tome ageyn to my sentence. 160 

[21] 
DrtaUof wMtaa Of him fat haontith tauenie of custame, 161 

At shorte wordes / the pr&fyt is this : 
In doable wyse / his bag^e it shal consume. 
And make his tonge speke of folk* amis ; 164 

For in the cuppe / seelden fownden is, 
pat any wight hiB neigheburgh commendith. 
Beholde & see / what auantage is his, 
pat god / his freend / & eek* him self, offendith. 168 

[22] 
But oon auauntage / in this cas I haue : 169 

I was so ferd / with any man to fighte, 
Cloos kepte I me / no man durste I depraue 
But rownyngly / I spak no thyng on highte. 172 

And yit my wil was good / if pat I mighte. 
For lettynge of my manly cowardyse, 
pat ay of strookes impressid the wighte, 
So ^t I durste medlen in no wyse* 176 

[23] 
Wher was a gretter maister eek* than y, 177 

Or bet aqweyntid at Wcstmynstre yate. 
Among the tauerneres namely. 



ymir nKMMjy and 
roakaa 70a talk 



Botl 

afraid of flchting, 
that I kapt my 
tongoadoaa. 



ClMf»,baekl 

WhowMbattar 
known than I 
amonf Tavarntra 
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And Cookes / whan I cam / eerly or latel 
I pynchid nat at hem in myn acate, 
But paied hem / as fat they axe wolde ; 
Wherfore I was the welcomes algat^. 
And for ' a verray gentil man^ y-holde. 

[24] 
And if it happid on the Som^^res day 
\>at I thns at the tanerae hadde be, 
Whan I departe sholde / & go my way 
Hoom to the priuee seel / so wowed me 
Heete & vnlust and superfluitee 
To walke tm-to the brigge / & take a boot / 
pat nat dorste I contrarie hem aA three, 
Bat dide as pat they stired me / god woot 

[25] 
And in the wyntir / for the way was deep, 
Yn-to the brigge I dressid me also, 
And ther the bootmen took vp-on me keep. 
For they my riot kneewen fern ago : 
With hem was I I-tugged to and fro, 
So wel was hiT^t / pat I wit^ wolde fare ; 
For riot paieth largely / eueremo ; 
He styntith neuere / til his purs be bare. 

[26] 
Othir than ' maistir ' / callid was I neucre, ' 
Among this meynee, in myn audience. 
Me thoghte / I was y-maad a man for enere : 
8o tikelid me ^t nyce reuerence, 
pat it me made larger^ of despense 
Than pat I thoglit ban been / o flaterie ! 
The guyse of thy traitorous diligence 
Is, folk* to mescheef* haasten / <& to hie. 

[27] -^ 

Al be it pat my yeeres be but yonge / 
Tit bane I seen in folk* of by degree, 
How pat the yenym of faueles tonge 



180 and Cooks at 
Wastminiter 
OaU? 

I paid Araely, and 
was held* A 
regular Qantla- 

184 ""'' 



185 



188 



192 



193 



196 



200 



201 



204 



208 



209 



And after drink* 
iiiK and feeding. 
Instead of going 
to work at the 
Prirj-Seal Office, 



rd take a boat. 



la winter too, I'd 
harea^KMt, 



and the Boatmen 
fought for me, as 
IpaidwelL 



[leaftl] 

These follows 
ahrayt eald rae 
** Master," and 
that tickled di J ' 
Taiiltjr, and made 
me pay em 
lai;Keljr. 
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has nindamDj 
Mk! 



Btmnttfiatter 
and Ut to their 
lordik 



[iMf n, bMk] 

Plattfrvnara 
*BndMiii«ri'or 



oftkt N^tmrt of 



maldi Mtlet and 



Hath mortified hir prosperitee, 
And brog&t hem in so sharp adu^rsitee 
pat it hir \jf* hath also throwe a-doan. 
And yit ther can no man in this contree 
Vnnethe eschne this confusioun. 

[28] 
Many a semant / vn-to his lord seith, 
*pat al the world spekith of him honour/ 
Whan the contrarie of pat f is tiooth in feith : 
And lightly leened is this losengeour : 
His hony wordes / wrappid in errour, 
Blyndly conceyued been / the more harm is I 
O ! thow, fauele, of lesynges Auctonr, 
Causist al day / thy lord to fare amis t 

[29] 
Tho combreworldes clept been ' 6nchantonrs ' 
In bookes / as fat I hane, or this, red, 
That is to seye, sotil deceyuonrs, 
By whom the peple is mis gyed & led. 
And with plesance so fustred and fed, 
pat they forgete hem self, & can nat feele 
The soothe of the condicion in hem bred. 
No more / than hir wit were in hire heele. 

[30] 
IT Who-so ^t list in ' the book* of nature 
Of beestes ' rede / ther-in he may see 
(If he take heede vn-to the scripture,) 
Where it spekith of meermaides in the See, 
How fat so inly mine syngith shee, 
pat the shipman ther-with fallith a sleepe. 
And by hii^ aftir deuoured is he : 
From al which song, is good, men hem to keepe. 

[31] 
Right so the feyned wordes of plesance 
Annoyen aftir / thogh they plese a tyroe 
To hem pat been vnwyse of gouemance, 
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Lordes ! beeth waar / Let nat fauel yow lyme I 
If ^ai yee been enuolupid in cryme. 
Tee may nat deeme / men speke of yow weel, 
Thogb faael peynte hir tale in prose or ryme : 
Fol holsom is it / troste bii' nat a deeL 

[32] 
IT Holoote seitb vp-on tbe book* also 
Of sapience / as it can testifie, 
Wban fat Ylixes saillid to and fro 
By meermaides / tbis was bis policie, 
AILe eree of men of bis compaignie, 
Witb wex be stoppe leet / for J)at tbey nogbt 
Hir song sbolde beere / lest tbe armonye 
Hem migbte vn-to swicb deedly sleep ban brogbt, 

[33] 
And bond bim self / vn-to tbe sbippes mast : 
Lo ! thus bem alle, saued bis prudence. 
Tbe wys man is, of peril sore agast. 
O flaterie ! o lurkyng* pestilence ! 
If sum man dide bis cure & diligence 
To stoppe bis eres fro tby poesie, 
And nat wolde berkne a word of tby sentence, 
Yn-to bis greef it were a remedie. 

[34] 
As nay / al tbog!i tby tonge were ago, 
Yit canst tbow glose in contenance & cbeere ; 
Tbow Bupportist witb lookes eueremo 
Tby lordes wordes in ecbe mateere, 
Al-tbogb fat tbey a myte be to deere ; 
And tbus tby gyse is priuee and appert 
Witb word and look* / among our lordes beere 
Preferred be / tbogb tber be no dissert. 

[35] 
But wban tbe sobre / treewe, & weel anysid, 
With sad visage bis lord enfot/rmetb pleyn, 
How ^t bis gouemance is despysid 

HOOCLEVB, M.P. — I. D 
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Holkot, in hii 
Comment on the 
Wi»dom of Solo- 
moH, telle how 
Ulyeeee atopt his 
men*! ears against 
the M ermaidn' 
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and bound himeelf 
to tlie ship's mast. 
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So shooid men 
stop their ears 
against Flattery. 
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Flatterers support 
all their lortl's bad 
words. 
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And when good 
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uu UMir lord Among the peple / & seith him as thej seyn^ 276 

As man treewe oghte Tn-to his souereyn, 

to amend his Conseillynge him amende his gonemance, 

SiMm iMT«. The lordes herte swellith for desdeyn. 

And bit him voide blyae with meschaonce. 280 

[36] 
Men setten nat by trouthe now adayes ; 281 

Men lone it nat / men wole it nat cherioe ; 
And yit is trouthe beet at aB. aseayes. 
When ]Mit fals fauel, soustenour of yiee, 284 

Nat wite shal how hire to cheuyce, 
Fal boldely shal trouthe hii' heed yp bere. 

LHnot Flattery Lordes, lest fauel / yow fro wele tryoe, 

nestle in your 

esrs I Ko lenger souffie hii^ nestlen in yotfr ere ! 288 

[37] 

f Be as be may / no more of this as now ; 289 

But to my mis reule wole I refeere. 

Wher as I was at ese weel ynow, 
Before I livd In Or excesse yn-to me leef was, & deere, 292 

excess, I was fklrly , . 

off: now I am And, or I Kueew his emestful maneere, 
^^' My purs, of coyn had resonable wone ; 

But now, ther-in can ther but scant appeere : 
Excesse hath ny exyled hem echone. 296 

[38] 
[leaf »] The feend and excesse been conuertible, 297 

SX ** **** -^8 enditith to me my fantasie : 
N This is my skile / if it be admittible : 

Excesse of mete & drynke is glotonye ; 300 

Glotonye awakith malencolie ; 
Malencolie engendrith werre & stryfe ; 
Stryf causith mortel hurt thurgh hir folie : 
and kills the eoni. Thus may exccsse reue a soule hir lyi^ 304 

[39] 
f No force of al this / go we now to wacche 305 

By nightirtale / out of al mesure ; 
For as in |Kit / fynde kowde I no macehe 
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In al the priaee seel with me to endure ; 
And to the cuppe ay took I heede & cure, 
Pot fat the drynke apalle sholde noght. 
But whan the pot emptid was of moisture, 
To wake aftirward / can nat in my thoght. 

[40] 
But whan the cuppe had thus my neede sped, 
And sumdel more than necessitee. 
With repleet spirit wente I to my hed, 
And hathid there in superfluitee. 
But on the mom / was wight of no degree 
So looth as I / to twynne fro my cowche : 
By aght I woot / ahyde / let me see ! 
Of two / as looth / I am seur, kowde I towche. 

[41] 
I dar nat seyn Prentys and Arondel 
Me countrefete, & in swich wach go ny me ; 
But often they hir bed louen so wel, 
)>at of the day / it drawith ny the pryme, 
Or they ryse vp / nat teti I can the tyme 
Whan they to bedde goon / it is so late. 
O helthe, lord / thow seest hem in ])at cryme t 
And yit thee looth is / yrith hem to debate. 

[42] 
And why / I not / it sit nat vn-to me, 
pat mirour am of riot & excesse. 
To knowen of a goddes pryuetee ; ^ 
But thus I ymagyne / and thus I gesse : 
Thow meeued art, of tendre gentillesse, 
Hem to forbere / and wilt hem nat chastyse, 
Por they, in merthe and vertuous gladnesse, 
Lordes reconforten in sundry wyse. 

[43] 
But to my purpos / syn fat my seeknesse, 
As wel of purs as body, hath refreyned 
Me fro Taueme / & othir wantonnesse, 

D 2 



308 No one in the 

PrlTy-Seri Office 
ut np drinking 
at night, like I, 



312 



313 



316 



or was to loth to 
riae in ih« morn- 
ing} 



320 



321 



324 



[leartS, back] 

tho* my feUow- 
derka, Prenty* 
and Arondel, often 
by in bed UU 
9 a.m. 



328 



329 



But Health tint 
not left them 



332 



becaosethey 
336 amuM Lord*. 



337 Since Illness Iina 
kept me from tlie 
TuTem, 



36 
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my nam* to 
d«tpto6d. 



flMfM] 



Il00d6T9l B0 

roodtntonowl 



Be rattollMl with 
a middle coant! 



Thy rente are 
scanty. 



tlioaeanieel 
nothing. 



Thou dar'tt not 
•teal or beg. 



[leaf M. baric] 

Thoo borrowedei 
much. 



Among an heep / my name is now desteyned, 
My greaous hart fol litU is conpleyned, 
But they, the lak* compleyne of my despense. 
Alias fat euere knyt I was, and cheyned 
To excesse / or him dide obedience. 

[44] 
De^penses laige enhaonce a mannes loos 
Whil they endure / & whan they be forbore. 
His name is deed / men keepe hir mowthes cloos. 
As nat a peny had he spent tofore. 
My thank is qweynt / my purs, his stuf hath lore, 
And my Carkeis repleet with heuynesse. 
Be waar, Hocdeue / I rede thee therfore, 
And to a mene reule / thow thee dresse ! 

[45] 
Who-80, passynge mesure, desyrith, 
(As fat witnessen olde Clerkos wyse,) 
Him self encombrith often sythe, & myrith ; 
And for-thy let the mene thee soufiyse. 
If swich a conceit in thyn herte ryse, 
As thy profyt may hyndre, or thy renoun, 
If it were execut in any wyse, 
With manly resoun thriste thow it doun ! 

[46] 
Thy rentes annuel / as thow wel woost. 
To scarse been, greet costes to susteene ; 
And in thy cofre, pardee, is cold roost, 
And of thy manuel labour, as I weene. 
Thy lucre is swich / pat it vnnethe is seene 
Ne felt / of yiftes seye I eek the same ; 
And stele, for the guerdoun is so keene, 
He darst thow nat / ne begge also for shame. 

[47] 
Than wolde it seeme / fat thow borwid haast 
MochU of fat fat thow haast thus despent 
In outrage & excesse, and venay waast, 
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345 
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360 
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37 



Auyse thee / for what thyng pat is lent, 372 

Of verray rigHt / moot hoom ageyn ho sent ; 

Thow ther-in haast no perpetuitee. 

Thy dettes paie / lest pat thow be shent, 

And or pat thow ther-to compellid be. 376 

[48] 
Sum folk in this cas dreedeu more oifense 377 

Of man / for wyly wrenches of the la we, 

Than he dooth, eithir god or conscience ; 

For by hem two, he settith nat [an] hawe. 380 

If thy conceit be swich / thow it withdrawe, 

I rede / and yoide it clene out of thyu herte ; 

And first of god, and syn of man, haue awe, 

Leet ^t they bothe / make thee to smerte. 384 

m 

Now lat this smert, wamynge to thee be ; 385 

And if thow maist heere-aftir be releeued 
Of body and purs / so thow gye thee 
By wit / pat thow / no more thus be greeued. 388 

What riot is / thow taasted haast, and preeued ; 
The fyr / men seyn / he dreedith fat is brent ; 
And if thow do so / thow art wel y-meeued : 
Be now no longer, fool / by myn assent ! 

[50] 
Ey / what is me / pat to my self, thus longe, 393 

Clappid haue I / I trowe pat I raue. 
A / nay / my poore purs / and peynes stronge 
Han artid me speke as I spoken haue. 
Who-so him shapith, mercy for to craue, 
His lesson moot recorde in sundry wyse ; 
And whil my breeth may in my body wane, 
To recorde it / ynnethe I may souffyse. 400 

[61] 
IT god ! helthe 1 vn-to thyn ordenance, 401 

Weleful lord / meekly submitte I me. 
I am contryt / & of ful repentance 



Pajthyddbto! 



Faur God, and the 

bwl 



IftboarMormrMt, 
Uf • well. 



«.«^ and don't be » 
392 fooll 



[iMftS] 



My pofnij and 
paint make m* 
396 spaakthus. 
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pat euere I swymmed in swich nycetee 404 

As was displesaunt to thy deitee. 
Health, be mer- Now ky the on me thy mercy & thy grace ! 

It sit a god, been of his grace free ; 

Foryeue / & neuere wole I eft trespace I 408 

[52] 
My bodj ana My body and purs been at oones seeke ; 409 

•iSr *™ And for hem bothe / I to thyn hy noblesse, 

As humblely as ])at I can * byseeke 

"With herte vnfeyned / reewe on our distresse ! 412 

Pitee haue of myn harmful beuynesse I 

Keleeue the repentant in disese 1 

Despende on me a drope of thy laigesse, 

Eiglit in this wyse / if it thee lyke & plese. 416 

[53] 
Clear 25, bMk] IT Lo, lat my lord the Foumeval, I preye, 417 

Tell Lord Pnrni- My noblo lord / bat now is tresoreer, 

tal^theTreararer, ' ' 

to pay me my From thyn Hynesse haue a tokne or tweye 

yearly £10, doe 

laat Miohaeimaa. To paio me pat due is for this yeer 420 



I aink the arrears. 



Of my yeerly .x. ti. in theschequeer, 
Nat but for Michel terme fat was last : 



[MS.I 

Annus iUa Aiit I dar uat speke a word of feme yeer, 

anniM restric* 

tkMis annoita- So Is my Spirit symplo and sore agast 424 

[54] 
I kepte nat to be seen inportune 425 

In my pursuyte / I am ther-to ful looth ; 
And yit fat gyse / ryf is, and commune 
Among the peple now, withouten ooth ; 428 

As the shamelees crauour wole / it gooth, 
For estaat real / can nat al day weme. 
But poore shamefast man ofte is wroth ; 

htg, Therfore, for to craue, moot I leme. 432 

[55] 

Thedmnb man The prouerbe is / ' the doumb man, no lond getitb ; ' 
Who-80 nat spekith / & with neede is bete, 
And, thurgh arghnesse / his owne self forgetith^ 
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No wondir / thogll an othir him foigete. 436 

Keede hath do lawe / as ^ the Clerkes trete, 

And thus to craue / artith me my neede ; 

And right wole eek* fai I me entremete, 

For pat I axe is due / as god me speede 1 440 w^iiidiMtoint. 

[56] 
And ]Mit that due is / thy magnificence 441 {jtmtu} 

Shameth to weme / as fat I byleeue. 
As I saide / reewe on myn inpotence, 
pat likly am to sterae yit or eeue, 444 

Bat if ihow in this wy[s]e me releeue. 



By coyn, I gete may swich medecyne coin ni eon an 

As may myn hnrtes aHe, fat me greeue, 

Exyle deene / & voide me of pyne. 448 



[IV.] 

Ceste iialalie ensusante tmst faite m tres 

luAle 56lo2 J^. It. VK, {({ue Jieu pare 

ioint I) le iota ^ue Ui iei^neuxi lie ison 

iCtoialme lui firent Uux j^omases 

a Itengngtoim. 

[21 Karch, 1412-13. In 5-mea8are eights, abab hcbc,'\ 

[1] 

re Kyng of Kynges regnyng* oner al, [on i««f te] 

Which stablisshid hath in etemitee 
His hy might / ^t nat varie he may ne shal, 
So constant is his bUsfol deitee, 4 k. Hcniyy. 

My lige lord / this grace yow graunte he, najCMgnnt 

That your estaat rial / which bat this day TtdtUsHn^dto oo^yi ^ 

Haath maad me lige to your souereyntee, to*m prioM. 
In reule vertuous continue may. 
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[2] 
Dmtu, bMsk] God dieede / & ficche in him joht trost yerray ! 9 

Be clene in herte / & loue chastitee I 

Bejott, Be sobre / sad./ iust / trouthe, obsenie alwaj 1 

Good conseil take / & aftir it do yee ! 12 

Be humble in goost / of* your toDge attempree ; 

pitiftii, ind pni- Pitons & merciable in special : 

dent! Tk •! 

Prodeut* / debonairly in mesure free ; 

Nat ouer large / ne vn-to gold thral ! 16 

[3] 
Be to your liges also sheeld & wal ! 17 

Keepe and defiende hem firom aduersitee I 

Hir wele and wo / in your grace lyth aL 

Govern with Law Gouemcth hem in lawe and equitee ; 20 

Conquere hir loue / & haue hem in cheertee 1 

Be Holy chudi'i Be holy chirches Cbampioun eek* ay ; 

Susteene hir right / soufire no thyng doon be 

In preiudice of hii', by no way ! 24 

[4] 

BeiUctt. eoctotiam nameitan, 

Drireoot henvji Strengthe your modir / in chacyng* away 25 

Therrour / which sones of iniquitee 
Han sowe ageyn the feith / it is no nay, 
Yee ther-to bowude been of duetee ; 28 

Your oflftce is it / now, for your seurtee, 
Soufifreth nat Crystes feith to take a fal 1 
Yn-to his peple / and youres, cheerly see, 
In conseruyng* of your estat real 1 32 

[5] 
CiMf C71 Syn god hath sent yow wit substancial, 33 

And kynges might / vertu, putte in assay I 

And, lige lord / thogh my conceit be smal» 

And nat my wordos peynte fressb and gay, 36 

But clappe and iangle foorth, as dooth a iay, \ 

Good wil to yow shal ther noon faille in me, 

iniprajtoOod Byseechyng* vn-to god, ^t, to his pay, 

Yee may goueme your by dignitee. 40 



▼. AND YI. TO HENRT V. AND THB KNIQHTS OF THE GARTIfi& 41 



[V. AND VI.] 

€tfitts hnld^bti ensusantes ^ feurent taittsi m 

tresnoUe iClos fi. le quint, {([ue iiieu par^ 

lioint I) $c m tresljonoinraiile coniiaignie 

iu JEarter, 

[In fiye-measnre eights, abab, bcbc] 

[1] 

TO yow, welle of honur and worthynesse. 
Oar right cristen kyng / heir & Saccessour 
Yn-to lustinians deuout tendrenesse 
In the f eith of Iho«u, our Kedemptour ; 4 

And to yow, lordes of the garter / * flour 
Of Chitialrie * / as men yow clepe & calle ; 
The lord of yertu, and of grace Auctour, 
Graunte / the fruyt of your loos nat appalls ! 8 

[2] 
Lige lord, fat han eek* the liknesse 

Of Constantyn, thensaumple and the miroz/r 

To Princes alia, in lone & buxumnesse 

To holy chirche / o verray sustenour 12 

And piler of our feith, and werreyour 

Ageyn the heresies bittir galle. 

Do f oorth / do foorth / continue your socour ! 

Holde yp Crystes Saner / lat it nat falle I 16 

[3] 
This yle, or this, had been but hethenesse, 17 

Nad been of your feith the force & yigour ! 
And yit, this day, the feendes flkilnesse 
Weeneth fully to cacche a tyme & hour 20 

To haue on ys, your liges, a sharp shour. 
And to his seruiture / ys knytte and thralle. 
' There are two Balades, of i stanzas each, under this heading. 



O iOiig, and 



Lords of tiM 
GMter, 



may yoar pnisa 
iMv«r lesMn ! 



9 ClMftT.tMek] 



King, vpholder 
of oar Faith 
a^nst Hart»y, 



kMp oa your 
Mp! 



Bat fbr yoa, wt 
ahoad liav bean 
htftlians. 



^ 
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But ay we troste in yew our protectour ; 

On your Constance we awayten alle. 24 

[4] 
K\ng, forbid Commandith fat no wig&t haue bardynesse, 25 

(Our worthy kyng and criaten Emperour !) 
opm dtepotinff Qf the feith to deapute more or lease 

Openly among peple / where errour 28 

Spryngith al day / & engendrith ramonr. 

Makith swich lawe / & for aght may befalle, 

Oheerue it wel / ther-to been yee dettour. 

Dooth so / and god / in glorie shal yow stalle. 32 

[6] tVI.l] 
HmTIb] TTee lordes eek shynynge in noble fame, 33 

u!^^chri«?r -^ To whiche approped is the maintenance 
^^' Of Crystes cause f In honour of his name 

Shoue on / & pntte his foos to the ontrannce ! 36 

[IIS.I 

t qoia bm tiiM God woldc SO / SO woldc eek* yotir ligeanoe : 
poriMi tiiMC To tho two pnkkith yow your duetee : 

Who-60 nat keepith this double obeeruanoe, 

Of meryt & honour / nakid is he. 40 

[6] [VL2] 
Tour style seith / fat yee been foos to shame. 41 

Now kythe of your feith / the perseuerance 
In which an beep of vs am halt & lame 1 
Our Cristen kyng of* Engeland and France, 44 

And yee, my lordes, with yonr alliance, 
And otbir feithful peple fat ther be, 
QiMMb tht Trusts I to god, shul qwenche al this nusanoc^ 

nidMiiet of 

Htntj I And this land sette in by prospentee. 48 

[7] [VL3] 
Conqneste of by prowesse is for to tame 49 

The wylde woodnesse of this mescreance 
Eight to the roote / lype yee ^t same 1 

AeiatoDMi Sleepe nat this / but for goddes plesance 62 

And his modres / &m signifiance 
))at yee been of seint Georges liueree. 



VII. TO THB BLBSSED VIRGIN. 



43 



Dooth him sendee and knyglitly obeissanoe ! 
For Crystea cause is his / wel knowen yee 1 

[8] [VI. 4] 
Stif stande in fat / & yee shuln greeue & grame 
The f o to pees / & norice of distannce ; 
That now is ernest / tome it in-to game ; 
Dampnable fro feith were variance! 
Lord lige / & lordes, haue in remembraance, 
Lord of al is the blissid Trinitee, 
Of whos vertu / the mighty habundaonce 
Tow herte & strengthe in f eithf ul vnitee 1 Amen 1 

Cest tout. 



56 



57 p«irs8^bMk] 



60 BMW^jh 

damnable 



64 



[VII.] 

an heat^m ViXQintm. 

[Ill five-measure eights, dbab, bcbc.] 

[I] 

Modir of lyf / o cause of al our welthe, 
Fyndere of* grace and of our medecyne I 
Where-as an appil refte our lyf and helthe, 
And marie[de] vs vn-to ay lastyng pyne, 
As sones of perdicion and ruyne ; 
That matrymoyne / thy virginitee 
D«»oluedT& -wL iZ. vi.Kyne. 
And at our large / maad vs walke free ! 

[2J 
O blessid be thow ! vessel of clennesse. 

In whom our soules salue list habyte ! 

O tree of lyf / swettest of al swetnesse, 

In thy fruyt yeue vs grace to delyte ! 

And thogh thy sone, cause haue vs to smyte 



Mount oTUfel 



from ttw emne of 
theapplp 



8 thevhaaifiwdua. 



[learta] 



12 



TraaofLlfel Ui 
w daUgkt In U17 
ftvU! 



46 



VIT. TO THB BLESSED VIRGIN. 



Lady, UiT might 
can win me 
IMU^donl 



PMif M, back] 



DItdaIn not to 
•aremtl 



Chrlat gare thee 
the light of Grace 
to llghtMi all folk 
with. 



Thna haat tarnd 
a God of Ven- 
geance into a 
Lord of Merry. 



[leaf SI] 



Despeir heei'-aftir shal me nat deceyae, 
pat I ne shal ay thee byseeche of grace. 
Thy might, I woot wel, is my gilt to weyue, 
And of my trespas * pardoun me purchace. 

Thow, Crystes modir / sholdest neuere han be, 

Ne had our synnes causid it certayn ; 

For why / it had be no necessitee 

But for thow qwikne shuldest vs agayn, 

pat for our gilt original wem slayn. 

Thow art his modir / wherfore I thee preye 

To saue me / haue thow no desdayn, 

pat of bountee & mercy art the keye ! 

[12] 
Euene as the moone / a mene is verraily 
Betwixt vs and the sonne / of whom hir light 
Shee takith / & it vniuerselly 
Yeueth vn-to the world whan it is nyght ; 
In swich a wyse / god, thy sone right, 
The light of grace betook* vn-to thee. 
For to mynistre it vn-to euery wight 
pat ther-of list enlumyned to be. 

[13] 
Thyn humble goost, & maydens chastitee, 
For our behoue han so mochil wroght 
In sundry wyse / as ]Mit wel knoweo we, 
pat thee to thanke / we souffyse noght. 
Thow hast vs vn-to swich a plyt I-broght, 
pai he, fat lord was sum tytne of vengeance, 
WiiJi hia blood hath our synful soules boght, 
And is now lord of mercy & souffrance. 

[U] 
Where is a streighter way vn-to man-kynde, 
To god, thy sone / our soules for to lede, 
Than where as ^t we may thy sone fynde 
Befom lus fadir, with Lis wowndes rede, 
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100 
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And the before hem / mercy for to grede : 
Thy 8one his body shewith al bybled ; 
And to thy aone also, thy maydenhede 
Shewith the pappes / wher-wtt^ he was fed. 

[16] 
O blessid Ihera ! for thy modres lone ; 
And modir ! for the hy dileccion 
))at thow hast to thy sone in heuene abone, 
Haueth me, bothe, in your proteccion ! 
Plante in myn herte swich correccion, 
Jjot I, your grace J & your mercy may hauo, 
And fully stande in yoore affeccion, 
Or my body be clothid in his graue ! 

Cest tout. 



ThoQthowMt 
Christ thy papa, 
and he sbowt God 
Hit woands to get 
nameitj. 



112 



113 Obrirt and Mary, 



116 proCectiMt 



120 



[VIII.] 

f Ceste iialalie ensusante feust faite tost 

apres que led ta»t% liu itog ^i^dx'b 

feurent apporte; a SKestmouster. 

[a.d. 1413. In fiye-meosore eights, oftoi, hcbe,^ 

[1] 

TTThere-as ^at this land wont was for to bo 
Y * Of sad byleeue & constant vniofi ; 
And as ]>at holy chirche ys taghte / we 
With herte buxum lemed our lessofl ; 
Kow ban we changid our condiciofl ! 
Alias 1 an heep of ys, the feith werreye ; 
We waden so deepe in presumpciofi, 
J)at YS nat deyneth Yn-to god obeye. 

[2] 
We rekken nat thogh Crystes lore deye ; 

The f eend hath maad ys dronke of the poisoan 



(kar SI, back] 



4 We are no longer 
aaof old,ooeln 

nath! 



8 



48 



VIIL ON RIOHAUD Il/S BURIAL AT WESTMINSTER, 1413. 



W« have dnink 
Um DtTil't poiaoo 
oTHtrwjl 



Bat (thank God!) 
Henry Y. Ii 
H«r««7*afM. 



ClMftf] 



A hOTvtIe klnir 
iniglit ndn oar 
Faith. BntOod 
has MntQi 
Htnrjr, 



Who haa boriad 



Richard II. hj 
hi* QiMMi in 
WMtmiiMtar 
Abbay. 



Of beresie / & lad vs a wrong weye, 

pat tome shal to oar confusiotcn, 

Bat if )>at left be tbis abasioun. 

And yity seur conforf baue I / tbynkitb me : 

Our lige lord, tbe kyng, is Cbampioun 

For bolj cbirclie / Crystes knygbt is be ! 

[3] 
For wby, o reuerent goostly fadres, yee. 

And we, your sones eek*, ban encliesoun 

Rigbt greet / to tbanke god in Trinitee, 

pat of bis grace / batb sent tbis Regioun 

So noble an beed / looke vp, tbow Albioun I 

God tbanke / & for tby cristen Prince preye, 

Syn be, f o is to tbis Kebellioein : 

He, of tby soules beltbe, is lok* and keye I 

[4] 
Wbat migbten folk* of good byleeue seye, 

If bent wer6 our kynges affeccion 

To tbe wrong part / wbo sbolde bem belp ptinieye 1 

A kyng set in )>at wrong opiniotin, 

Migbte of our feitb be tbe subuersioun ; 

But eteme god, in persones tbree, 

Hatb reyned dropes of conpassiotin, 

And sent vs our good kyng for our cbeertee 1 

[5] 
See eek* bow our Kynges benignitee 

And louyng* berte / bis vertu can bywreye. 

Our kyng Ricbard pat was / yee may wel see, 

Is nat fled from bis remembrance aweye. 

My wit soufiysitb nat to peyse and weye 

Witb wbat bonour be brogbt is to tbis toon, 

And witb bis qneene at Westmynstre in tbabbeye 

Solempncly in Touiube leid adoun. 

[6] 
Now god, byseecbe I, in conclusioun^ 

Henri tbe .V.* in ioic & by nobleye 
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Regne on ts yeeres many a miliotin ! 

And whertf as pat men erren & fonieye, 

Walkynge blyndly in the dirk aleye 

Of heresie / o lord god, preye I thee, 

Enspire hem / ]>at no lenger they foleie I 

To feithes path / hem lede thy pitee 1 Amen I 



May Henry V. 
. . nign romiy 
44 miUion yaaral 



48 



And God lead all 
Heretics to the 
Futnl 



px.] 

[BalaDe to ms s^^acious l^orli of ^orft.] 

[Father of Edward IV. about 1448 A.D.] 
[In 5-measare nines, aab, nab, hoib.l 

[1] 

GO, little pamfUet^ and streight thee dresse 
Yn-to the noble rootid gentillesse 
Of^ the myghty Prince of famous honour, 3 

My giacious lord of york* / to whos noblesse 
Me recommande with hertes humblesse, 
As he ]>at haue lus grace & his fauour 6 

Fownden alway / for which I am dettour 
For him to preye / & so shal my symplesse 
Hertily do / vn-to my dethes hour. 9 

[2] 
Remembre his worthy nesse, I charge thee, 10 

How ones at Londofi, desired he. 

Of me \ai am his seruant / & shal ay, 12 

To haue of my balades swich plentee 

As ther weren remeynyngo vn-to me ; 

And for nat wole I^ / to his wil seyn nay, 15 

But fulfille it / as ferfoorth as I may, 

Be thow an owtei** of my nycetee, 

For my good lordes lust, and game, & play* 18 



[leaf SS, back] 

Go» UtUe pomflet, 
to the Duke of 
York, 



whoonoeat 
London askt me to 
•end him all tlie 
Bahuleelhad. 



1 Again, why not ' I wole nat ' f 
HOCCLEVEy M.P. — I. 



' outputter. Tent. 
B 



50 IX. BALADB TO THE DUKE OP YORK. 

[3] 
My lordy byseeke eek* in humble raaneerei 19 

That he nat souffre thee for to appeere 

Ballet him not In thonuiable sighte, or the presence, 21 

■how this to Ub 

Doohew, Of the noble Princesse & lady deere, 

PMf ssj My gracious lady / my good lordes fcere. 

The mirpur of< wommanly excellence. 24 

Thy choei' is naght / ne haast noon eloquence 

To moustre thee before hii' yen cleere : 

For myn honour / were holsum thyn absence. 27 

[4] 
Yit ful fayn wolde I haue a messageer 28 

To recom9itande me, with herte enteer, 

To hir benigne & humble wommanhede ; dO 

tho I hftre none And at the tyme / haue I noon othir heer 

cVatt to tend her. 

But thee / & smal am I, for thee, the neer. 

And if thow do it nat / than shal pat dede 33 

Be left / & pat nat kepte I / out of drede. 

My Lord / nat I / shal haue of thee / poweer. 

Axe him a licence / vp on him crie & grede ! 36 

[5] 
Whan pat thow hast thus doon / than aftirward 37 

Alto, uk Prince Bvseeche thow bat worthy Prince Edward, 

Edward nottolet"^' *. , , «« 

Mr. Picard eee it. pat he thee leyo apart / for what may tyde, 39 

Lest thee beholde my Maister Picard. 
I wame thee / pat it shal be ful hard 
For thee & me to halte on any syde, 42 

But he espie vs / yit no force / abyde ! 



>,' 



nut, yee. let him Let him lookc on / lus herte is to me ward 

So freendly / pat our shame wole he hyde. 45 

[i«ifn.bwkj If Jat I in my wrytynge foleye, 46 

As I do ofte, (I can it nat withseye,) 
Meetr3rnge amis / or speke vnfittyngly,^ 48 

Or nat by iust peys / my sentences weye. 
And nat to the ordre of endytyng* obeye, 



IZ. BALADE TO THE DUKB OP YORK. 



61 



And my coloars sette ofbe sythe awry 5 
With al myn herte wole I buxumly, 
It to amende and to correcte, him preye ; 
For Tndir his correccioun stande y. 

m 

Thow fonl book*, vn-to my lord seye also, 
)>at piyde is vn-to me so greet a fo, 
pat the spectacle, forbedith he me, 
And hath y-doon of tyme yore ago ; 
And for my sighte blyue hastith me fro, 
And lakkith ^at ]>at sholde his confort be, 
No wonder thogh thow haue no beautee. 
Out vp-on pryde / causei' of my wo I 
My sighte is hurt thurgh hir aduersitee. 

[8] 
Now ende I thus / the holy Trinitee, 

And our lady / the blissid mayden free. 

My lord & lady haue in goueniance 1 

And graunte hem ioie & hy prosperitee, 

Nat to endure / oonly two yeer or thre, 

But a .M.t ! and if any plesanc^ 

Happe mighte, on my poore souffissance. 

To his prowesse / & hir benignitee. 

My lyues ioie it were, and sustenance I 

Cest tout 



51 



54 



55 



57 



60 



63 



69 



72 



111 oorreet it «• 
he tolls me. 



rm too proad to 



and therefore 
make ftialts. 



64 

May the Trinity 
protect the Duke 
66 and Duchess 1 



FoL 25, Johannes Talbot, Dominos de Famiyal, was first 
snmmoned to Parl^ 11 H. 4, and to many snbtequent Pari'* in 
that reign and the next . . . . T. Tyrwhitt. [Note in &IS.] 

Balade to Dake of York, If. 32 bk. Prince Edw* (after, 
Edw. IT), not bom till about 1442. If we suppose him 6 
years old (and he could not be much less to be under the tuition 
of Haister Picard), this poem was written in 1448. [Note in MS.] 
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M X. TO THB BLESSED YIROIN, THB MOTHER OF OOD. 



[X.] 
ato ieatBxa Uirginem* 

{CftnmraUy cold C^AU0BB'8 " Mother of Chd,**) 
[In 5-|peunre seTeni, abahbt oe.] 

[I] 

Mother of ood, ^ACodir of god / and yirgyne vndeffouled ! 1 

-^" blisf ul queene / of queenes £mperice ! 

Pray to chriit for Ppeve f OT me / bat aiu in synne mowled. 
To god thy sone / ptmysshei' of vice, 
\>ai of his mercy / thog& \ai I be nyce, 5 

And negligent in keepyng of his lawe, 
His hy mercy, my soole / vn-to him drawe. 7 

[2] 
Mother of Merer I Modir of mercy / wey of indulgence, 8 

\>ai of al yertu art superlatyf*, 

Sauei' of TS by thy beneuolence, 

Humble lady / mayde / modir and wyf ! 

Causer of pees / feyntei' of wo & stryf ! 12 

Preeent my My prayei' vn-to thy sone presente, 

Syn for my gilt I fully me repente. 1 4 

[3] 

[ie«fs4,bMk] Benigne confort of YS wrecches alltf ! 15 

n« with me at my Be at myn endyng* / whan \ai I shal deye ! 

deftth ! 

welle of pitee / vn-to thee I call^ ! 

Ful of swetnesse / helpe me to weye 

Ageyn the feend / \ai with his handcs tweye, 19 

And his might, plukke wole / at the balance 

To weye vs doun / keepe vs from his nusance ! 21 

[4] 
And, for thow art ensaumple of chastitee, 22 

And of yirgynes / worsship and honour, 

Among aH wommen blessid thow be ! 

Pray Chriit to Kow speke and preye to our Sauueour, 25 



Z. TO THB BLESSED YIROIN, THE MOTHER OF GOD. 
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pat he me sende swich grace & fauour, 
pat al the hete of brennyng^ Leccherie 
He qwenche in me, blessid maiden Marie 1 

[5] 
blessid lady / the cleer light of day I 

Temple of our lord / and roote of al goodnesse t 

pat by prayerc wypest cleene away 

The iilthee of our synful wikkidnesse, 

Thyn hand foorth putte / & helpe my distresse. 

And fro temptacioun deKure me 

Of wikkid thoght / thurgh thy benignitee, 

[6] 
So fat the wil f ulfild be of thy sone. 

And fat of the holy goost he menlumyna 

Preye for vs, as ay hath be thy wone 1 

Lady / alk swiche emprises been thyne. 

Swich an aduocatrice, who can dyuyne, 

As ihow / right noon / our greeues to redresse : 

In thy refuyt is al our sikimesse. 

[7] 
Thow shapen art by goddes ordenance, 

Mene for vs, flour of humilitee : 

Ficche faty lady, in thy remembratince, 

Lest our fo, the f eend, thur^ his sotiltee, 

pat in awayt lyth for to eacche me. 

Me ouercome with lus treecherie. 

Yn-to my soules helthe thow me gye ! 

[8] 
Thow art the way of our Eedempciotm, 
For cryst of thee hath deyned for to take 
Flessh and eek* blood / for this entencioim, 
Yp on a crois to die for our sake : 
His precious deeth made the feendes qwako, 
And cristen folk* for to reioisen euere. 
From his mercy / helpe / vs we nat disseuere ! 



26 qwench all last in 
mei 

28 



29 



33 



35 



36 



Deliver me from 
wicked IhoughU I 



[leaf 85] 



Pray for us, as 
thou art wont I 



40 



42 



43 



47 



. f. Guide me to my 
4^ soul's health! 



50 



54 



Let us not depart 
00 from Uis mercy! 



54 



X TO THE BLESSED YIRGIN, THE MOTHER OP OOD. 



CkafS5,twck] 

Remember thy 
woe at HU CroM, 



and that He died 
to oaTe mankind* 



Thoo art dettlnd 
to heal our Souls. 



Blesiied be thj 
womb luid teats I 



PeafSS] 



Thoo eanat get 
foryivcneM for all 
our sine ! 



By thee, the gatca 
of Hell ar« 
broken* 



[9] 
Tendrelj remembre on the wo & peyne 67 

pat thow sooffiridiat in his passioi/n, 

Whan watir & blood, out of thyn yen tweyne. 

For sorwe of him, ran by this cheekes doon 1 

And syn thow kno west ]>at the enchesoun 61 

Of his deeth was / for to saue al man kynde, 

Modir of mercy, fat haue in thy mynde ! 63 

[10] 

Wei oghten we thee worshipe & honuiei 64 

Paleys of Cryst / flour of viiginitee ! 

Syn yp on thee / was leid the charge & cure, 

The lord to here, of heuene & eerthe & see. 

And alle thynges pat ther ynne be. 68 

Of heuenes kyng, thow art predestinat 

To hele our soules of hir seek estat. 70 

[11] 

Thy maidens wombe, in which our lord lay, 71 

Thy tetes / whiche him yaf to sowke also 

To our sauynge / be they blessid ay ! 

The birthe of Cryst / our thraldom putte vs fro, 

loie & honour / be now & eueremo 75 

To him and thee / pat vn-to libertee, 

Fro thraldam, han vs qwit / blessid be yee ! 77 

[12] 
By thee, lady, y-makid is the pees 78 

Betwixt Angels and men / it is no doute. 
Blessid be god, pat swich a modir chees 1 
Thy gracious bountee spredith al aboute. 
Thogh pat owce hertes steeme been, & stoute, 82 

Thow to thy sone canst be swich a mene, 
That aH our giltes he foryeueth clena 84 

[13] 
Paradys yates opned been by thee, 85 

And broken been the yates eek* of helle 1 
By thee / the world restored is pardee 1 
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Of al vertu / thow art the spryng & welle ! 
By thee, al bountee / shortly for to tell^, 
In heaene & eerthe, by thyn ordenance 
Parfomed is / our soules sustenance 1 

[14] 
Kow, syn thow art of swich auctoritee. 
Lady pitous, virgyne wemmelees, 
pat our lord god nat list to weme thee 
Of thy requeste / I wot wel / doutelees 
Than spare nat / foorth thee to putte in prees 
To preye for vs, Crystes modir deere ! 
Benygnely wole he, thyn axyng* heere. 

[15] 
Apostle, and freend familier of Cryst, 
And his y-chosen viigyne / seint Ion / 
Shynynge apostle / & euangelyst, 
And best beloved among hem echon ! 
With our lady, preye I thee to been oon, 
pat vn-to Cryst shal for vs all^ preye : 
Do thus for vs / Crystes derlyng, I seye ! 

[16] 
Marie & lon^ heuenely gemmes tweyne ! 
lig^tes two, shynyngg in the presence 
Of our lord god / now do your bysy peyiie 
To wasshe away our cloudeful offense, 
So pat we mowen make resistence 
Ageyn the feend / & make him to bewailld 
pat jouT preyerc may so moche auaille. 

[17] 
Yee been the two, I knowe verraily, 
In which the fadir god gan edifie 
(By his sone oonlygeten specially) 
To him an hows / wherfore I to yow crye, 
* Beeth leches of our synful maladie 1 
Preyeth to god / lord of* misericorde, 
Oure olde giltes / fat he nat recorde ! ' 



89 



91 



92 



96 

Prmj for us ; and 
Christ will grant 
98 ^J prayer! 



99 P6ara6,back] 
Saint John I Join 



103 our Lady iii pray- 
ing to Christ for 
ual 

105 



106 Maiy and John, 



110 h«lp us acralnst 
tiie DevU ! 

112 



113 



117 Cnrtourslnftil 
maladyl 

119 



56 



XI. TO THE DUKE OF BEDFORD, REGENT OF FRAKOB. 



[18] 



BeourproUo> 
tion ! 



* Be yee our6 help and our protecciotm, 120 

Syn, for meryt of your virginitee, 

The prioilege of his dileccionn 

In yow confermed god, yp on a tree 

Hangyng* / and vn-to oon of yow seide he 124 

Eight in this wyse / as I reherce can, 

** Beholde ! heero, lo / thy sone, womman 1 *" 126 

[19] 
'And to pat othir / "heer thy modir, lo !"' 127 

Than preye I thee / fat for the greet swetnesse 
Of the hy loue / Jwit god, twixt yow two, 
With his mowth made / and of his noblesse 
Conioyned hath yow / thuigh his blisfulnesse, 131 
As modir and sone, helpe ts in our neede 1 
And, for our giltes, make oore h^rtes hleede 1 133 

[20] 
Vn-to yow tweyne / I my soule commende^ 134 

OMtiyandJoho, Marie and lohn, for my sauuaciotm ! 

Helpith me ))at I may my lyf amende ! 

Helpith now / pat the habitaciotm 

Of the holy goost, our recreadoun, 138 

Be in myn herte now and eu^remore ! 

And of my soule / wasshe away the sore ! Amen ! 



Hdp as in oar 
need! 



help me to makt 
my heart the 
dwelling of the 
HoljGhoftI 



CleafS7,1»ck3 
To the Doke of 
DedCord, I prf 



V 



[XL] 

Ce ttmt mss en le Uute tt monseiffneur 

Sotan, Ior0 nomvxti I ore iCtejient lie 

iFrance $c ]9uc tie Belifotti. 

[In S-mearare ninea, abab, icMc] 

[1] 
h-to the rial egles excellence, 

If humble Clerc, with al hertes humblessei 



XI. TO THE DUKE OF BEDFORD, REGENT OF FRANOB. 
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This book * presente / & of your rouerence 

Byseeche I pardofi and foryeuenesse, 

J)r/t, of myn ignorance & lewdenosse, 

Nat haue I write it in so goodly vryse 

As fat me ogHte vn-to your worthynease, 

Myn yen / hath costumed bysynesse 

So daswed / pat I may no bet soufiyse. 

[2] 
I dreede lest pat my maister Massy, 

pat is of fractnous intelligence, 

Whan he beholdith how vnconnyngly 

My book is metrid / how raw my sentence 

How feeble eek been my colours f his prudence 

Shal sore encombrid been of my folie ; 

But yit truste I / pat his beneuolenoe 

Compleyne wole myn insipience 

Secreetly / & what is mis / rectifie. 

[3] 
Thow book* / by licence of my lordes grace, 

To thee speke I / and this I to thee seye : 

I charge thee / to shewe thow thy face 

Bef om my seid Maistir / & to him preye 

On my behalue / pat he peise and weye 

What myn entente is, pat I speke in thee, 

For rethorik* hath hid fro me the keye 

Of his tresor / nat deyneth hir nobleye 

Dele with noon so ignorant as me ! 

Cest tout. 



•ent this Balade, 



tho It to not Rood, 
b«oaate my wurk 
9 has dazed tny eyes. 



Mr. Maaay too 



13 wfU Me its WMik- 
ness, bat will (t 
trust) 



18 sat it right. 



19 



22 



26 



Let him weigh my 
intent, and excuse 
the want of 
Rhetoric. 

[leafSSJ 



> The poem, foL 87 b. to Monsr. Johon (afterwards Duke of 
Bedford), and that, fol. 39 b. to the Prince (afterwards Henry 
\), were both sent with the book of the Regimen of PrinceSf and 
are added at the end of that book in MS. Reg. 17, D. XYIII. 
[Brit Mus.] . . . T. Tyrwhitt (Letter pasted in the MS.). 

This poem is not in MS. Reg. 17, D. YI. which the late Thos. 
Wright printed for the Roxbnrghe Clab in lb60. That has 
only, at end, the poem on p. 61, below. 



58 XIL TO THB CHANCKLLOB, ABCHBISHOP OF CANTBRBURT. 



MjLoKl,<fo 



gf T« me m Patent 
to get mj orrniri 
{Midi 



You*Te always 
been a good lord 
tome. 



[leaf 88, bade] 



Do bear me 
favour now I 



[XII.] 

[Balalie to mg 1/orli tfie Cfiancellor.] 

[About 1407 — 1410. In 5-measiire eights, abab, bebc] 

[1] 

rir in gody benigne and reu^rent, 
My lord the Chanceller / vriiJi al hamblesae 
I, your seruant at your commaudement, 
Byseche vn-to your excellent noblesse, 4 

pat my patente bere may witnesse 
That myne arrerages been granted me : 
Big&t as your staf / your warant wole expresse / 
Byseeche I, y, yow so my patente be. 8 

[2] 
I truste in yow / for eu^re or this ban yeo 

Be my good lord / and now to stynte / I gesse, 

Applied is nat your benignitee. 

Specially / syn my poore symplesse 12 

Nat hath offendid your hy worthynesse 

Wityngly ; but myn herte is eucre bent 

To sheete at yow good wil / in soothfastnesse, 

Thei^-in am I ful hoot & ful feruent 16 

[3] 
my lord gracious, wys, and prudent ! 

To me, your Clerc / beeth of your grace free ! 

Let see now cacche a lust and a talent 

Me to haue in your fauour & cheertee. 20 

Thei'-on wayte I / 1 wayte on your bountee, 

That to so manye ban shewid gentillesse. 

Let me^ no stepchyld been / for I am he 

That hope haue in yow, confort & gladnesse. 24 

Cest tout. 



' MS. me be. 



XIII. BALADB AND BOWNDEL TO MAISTER 80MER. 
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[XIIL] 

Cestes Balatre $c cfianceon ensugante^ 

feurent faites a mon iEeistre .^. Somtt, 

quant H estoit Soujtresorer*^ 

[Written between Michaelmas and Christmas, 1407 (?). In 

S-measnre eights, abctb, bcbc} 

[1] 

fTHie Sonne, vrith his hemes of brigfitnesse, 

J- To man so kyndly is, & norisshynge, 

pat lakkyng* it / day nere but dirknesse : 

To day he yeueth his enlumynynge, 4 

And causith al frayt for to wexe & sprynge : 

Now, syn ^t Sonne ^ may so moche auaiH, 

And moost with Somer is his soioumynge, 

That sesoun boontenous we wole assaiH. 8 

[2] 
Glad cheerid Somer / to your gouemaille 9 

And grace / we submitte al our willynge 1 

To whem yee freendly been / he may nat failld 

But he shal haue his resonable axynge : 12 

Aftir your good lust, be the sesonynge 

Of our fruytes / this laste Mighelmesse, 

The tyme of yeer was of our seed ynnjmgo. 

The lak of which / is our greet heuynesse. < 16 

[3] 
We truste vpon your freendly gentillesse, 17 

Ye wole vs helpe / and been our 8uppo[rt]ai]le. 

Now yeue vs cause ageyn this cristemesse 

For to be glad / o* lord / whethir our taille 20 

Shal soone make vs with our shippes saille 

To port salut f if yow list / we may synge, 

' Somer was made a Baron of the Exchequer on Not. 8, 1408. 
See him caUd Sir Henry Somer, on p. 64. 
'MS. senne. 



Tli0 ran that 
nourithes man 



comet most in 
summer. 



PeafSO] 
Than, Somer, 



get us our 
Michaelmas psj I 



H alee us glad by 
Cliristinasl 



60 ZUI. ROWNDEL TO H. 80MBR, BUB-TRBASURBR. 

And dies, moot ts bothe moume & wailk. 

Til your fauour vs sonde releeujnge. 24 

We 4. Hoocier*. We, yooT seruantes, Hoccleuo & Baillay, 25 

ofTordei pniy you Hethe & Oflforde, yow beseeche & preye, 
paid; 'Haasteth our heruest / as soone as yee may 1 ' 

For fere of stormes / our wit is aweye ; 28 

Were our seed Inned / wel we migllten pleye,* 
And vs desporte / & synge / & make game, 
and tiien well Bhig And yit this rowndol shul we synge & seye 

In trust of yow / & honour of your name. 32 

[IBlofan&el, or Cfjanceon to 5omer»] 

[1 : Burden] 



yoothis 



Riowndett 



8 



nMf89,back] |<jomer, fat rypest mannes sustenance 
S^rtii to ^^^^ holsum hete of" the Sonnes warmnesse, 
bie« thee, ^ kyude of man thee holden is to blesse ! (3) 35 

[2] 
Ay thankid be thy freendly gouemance, 

and thy glad look. And thy fressh look* of mirthe & of gladnesse ! (5) 37 

Somer && (6—8) 

[3] 
which cbaen all To heuy folk* / of thee the remembraunce 

Is salue & oynement to hir seeknesse. 

For why / we thus shul synge in Cristemesse, (11) 40 

Somer &c (12—14.) 



ZIV. BALADE TO PRINOE HE2^T. 
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8 



[XIV.] 

Ceste balalie ensugante fetust muse en le 
fin liu liure M IBlefitment liejS princes. 

[See note 1, abav, p. 57 ; and p. 195-6, of T. Wright's edition 

of the De Regimine (about 1412 a.d.)» Boxb. Clab, 1860. 

In 5-mea8nre eights, ahah, hchcJ] 

Olitil book* / who yaf thee hardynesse 
Thy wordes to pronounce in the presence 
Of kynges ympe and Princes worthynesse, 
Syn thow al nakid art of eloquence 1 4 

And why approchist thow his excellenooi 
Ynclothidy sauf thy kirtil bare also % 
I am rigHt seur, his humble pacience 
Thee yeueth hardynesse to do so. J 

[2] 
But thyng woot I wel ; go wher thow go, 

I am so pryuee vn-to thy sentence, 

Thow haast, and art / and wilt been eueremo, 

To his hynesse of swich beneuolence 1 

Thogh thow nat do him due reuerence 

In wordes / thy cheertee nat is the lesse. 

And if lust be, to his magnificence, 

Do by thy reed / his welthe it shal witnesse ! 

[31 
Byseeche him, of his gracious noblesse. 

Thee holde excusid of thyn innocence 

Of* endytynge / and with hertes humblesse. 

If any thyng thee passe of negligence, 

Byseeche him of mercy and indulgence. 

And ]>at, for thy good wil^ / he be nat fo 

To thee / \ai al seist of loues feruence I 

\>ai knowith god^ / whom no thyng is hid fro. 

Cest tout 

» belt— ed. Wright (MS. Reg. 17, D. VI.) « he-ed. Wright, 



12 



16 



17 



20 



24 



Book, who gave 
thee boldnees to 
go before tlie 
the Prinrtj of 
Walee? 



Hie patience. 



Thoa art fiill of 
good will to him, 
tho thy words be 
poor. 



Pray htm to ex- 
cuse tliy ignor* 
anoe. 



as it epealtt from 
love, wliicb God 
knowi. 



62 XV. BALADE TO HBNRT V, FOR MONET. 



[XV.J 
. t stem au 3Cto|[, tiue tiieu pariioint ! 

[1] 

o KinfT, gire m Trictorious Kyng, our lord fol gracious, 

▼ We, humble lige men to your hynessey 
Meekly byseechen yow (o kyng pitous !) 
Tendre pitee haue on our sharp distresses 4 

[iMf 40, i»ck] For, but the flood of your rial largesse 
tbiMiomemoMgr! yIqx^q vp on vs / gold hath vs in swich hate, 
pat of his loue and cheertee the scantnesse 

Or 4m w9 ntost 

trot into Newgiu*. Wolo arte Ys three ^ to trotte vn-to Newgate. 8 

[2] 
Benigne lige lord 1 o hauene & yate 9 

Of our conf ort ! let your hy worthynesse 

Oure indigences sof tne / & abate 1 

In yow lyth al / yee may our greef redresse I 12 

We dont Mk for The somme fat we in our bili expresse, 

Is nat ezcessii ne outrogeous ; 
And «•■» workt OuT long 8«mice tklso berith witnesse, 
S*"**^'" We ban for it be M bboriouB. 16 

[3] 
lige lord, fat han be plenteuous 17 

Vn-to your Liges / of yoiir grace algate, 
Dont atop yoor Styntith uat now for to be bouuteuous 
oidmmnu!^ To YS, your seruantz of the olde date 1 20 

God woot we han been ay, eerly & late, 

Louynge lige men to your noblesse, 
•nd tot us tore Lat nat the strook* of indigence ys mate, 
'*"'*" worthy Prince ! mirour of prowesse I 24 

Cest tout 

' There were 4 : Hocclere, BaUlay» Hethe and Offorde, on p. 
60, L 25-6. 
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[XVI.] 

[Balalie to mg maister Carpenter.] 

[In 5-mea8ure sevens, ababb, ec] 



See 



[1] 



t A. d B. ft C. d 

D. &e. [Credi> 

tors]. 

^ C«st« balade 

feast tendremmt 

oonsldere, k Ixme- 

ment fxecnte. 

Mr. Csrpenter, 
I can't p«j mj 
ortditora. 



5 



Help ma I 



8 



Thej want their 
inonej. 



beer, my msaater Carpenter,^ I yow preyo, 
How many chalenges ageyn me be ; 
And I may nat deliure hem by no weye, 
So me werreyeth coynes scarsetee. 
That ny Cousin is to uecessitee. 
For why, vn-to yow seeke I for ref at, 
Which pat of confort am ny destitut 

[2] 
Tho men / whos names I aboue expresse, 

Fayn wolden pat they and I euene were : 

And 80 wolde I / god take I to witnesse 1 

I woot wel, I moot heerd / or elles where 

Bekne of my dettes / & of hem answere. 

Myn herte, for the dreede of god & awe, 

Fayn wolde it qwyte / & for constreynt of la we. 

[3] 
But, by my trouthe / nat wole it betyde ! 

And therfore, as faire as I can & may, 

With aspen herte / I preye hem abyde, 

And me fespyte / to sum lenger day. 

Some of hem grante / and some of hem seyn ' nay ! ' 19 s<mie won't g\w 

A 1 -r 1 1 #. • 1 m* time. Thia 

And I so sore ay dreede an aftir clap, 

That it me reueth many a sleep & nap. 21 stops my sleeping. 

[4] 
If pat it lykid / yn-to your goodnesse, 22 p^f 4i, bock] 

To be betwixt [hem] and me, swich a mene 

' * Carpenter ' is written over an erasure, the original having probably another 
name, to whose owner it had been sent, as it was doubtless afterwards sent to 
other moneyful folk. Carpenter was no doubt the famous town-clerk of London 
(1417-38), its M.P. and benefactor &c, bom 1370, died 1441. 



12 



And I do with I 
1 4 could pay em. 



1 5 But, upon mj 
word, I can't. 
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XVII. THE COURT OP GOOD COMPANY, TO H. BOMBR. 



Pray keep me oat As pat I migHte kept be fro duresse f 

of ffMOl I 

Myn heuy thoglites wolde it voide clene. 
As your good plesance is / this thyng demenet 
How wel pat yee doon / & how soone also, 
I su£&e^ may in qwenchynge of my wo. 

Cest tout. 



26 



28 



[on leaf 41, bock] 



Sir Heniy, year 
letter wants ui 



totUutnfreeh 
caetom. 



[leaf 42] 

Tea tell as tltat 
our Club in the 
Temple 



w«s foonded to 
spend a lot of 
money* 



[XVIL] 

Ceste balalie ensugante ttust, par la Court 

lie bone conpatgnie, enuotee a lonure 

sire 3&enri So/»mer, Cfjaunceller lie 

lesdiequer,^ & bn lie la b/c/e 

Court* 

[After 1408. In S-measare sevens, tUmbbj ec] 

[1] 

Worshipful sii^, and our freend special, 1 

And felawe, in this cas / we calle yow. 
Your letie sent vn-to vs / cleerly / al 
We haue red / & vndirstanden how 
It IB no wit to your conceit, as now, 5 

Yse the rule f oorth as we been Inne ; 
But al an othir rule to b^yune : 7 

[2] 
Hehercynge how, in the place of honour, 8 

The Temple / for solace / & for gladnesse, 

Wher as nat og&te vsid been errour 

Of oner mochil waast or of excesse, 

First wem we f owndid to vse largesse ] 2 

In our despeiiscs / but for to exceede 

Koson / we han espyed / yee nat beede. 14 

1 It's ' souffre ' before, p. 50, L 20 ; 54, L 58, and at 68, L 51. 
3 He was to come and preside at the Court's dinner on the 
Thursday followiiig, Mny 1. 
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[3] 

% Yee allegge eek' / how a rule hath be kept 

Or ibis / which was good / as yee haue herd seyn ; 

Bat it now late / cessid hath, & slept ; 

Which good yow thynkith / were vp take ageyn : 

And but if it so be / oar Court certeyn, 

l^at likly any whyle is to endure ; 

As hath in mowthe, many a creature. 

[4] 
Yee wolden, pai in conseruacioun 

Of our* honour / & eek« for our profyt, 

pat thentente of oui' old fundacioun 

Obserued mighte been / & to fat plyt 

Be broght as it was first / & passe al qwyt 

Out of the daunger of* outrageous waast. 

Lest with scorn & repreef, feede vs swich taast. 

[6] 
Vn-to fat ende, .yj*. shippes grete,^ 

To yeue vs ban yee grauntid & behight, 

To bye ageyn our dyner, flour or whete ; 

And besyde it / as reson wole, & right, 

Paie your lagh / as dooth an othir wight, 

pat by niesure rulith him, and gyeth, 

And nat as he / whom outrage maistrieth. 

In yotir letre / contened ib also, 
pat if vs list to chaunge in no maneere 
Our newe gyse, ne twynne ther-fro i 
The firste day of May, yee wole appeere, 
(pat day yee sette be with vs in feere,) 



1 5 Alao, that we were 
onot moderate. 



19 



21 



22 



29 



33 



35 



36 



and we ought to 
bt ao again, 



26 and have no ovt- 
rageotta waete. 

28 



40 



> The great Noble of Edward III. stampt with a Ship, in 
which he sat, bearing hia shield on his left arm, and his sword 
in his right hand, was issaed in 1844, in honour of his naval 
victory over the French, off Sluys, on Midsummer Day 1340. 
Its worth WBs^.S€L The Ship lasted thro* all our Kings to the 
early days of Q. Elizabeth. The half-Noble also had the Ship ; 
the quarter-Noble, not See Ruding, p. 219. 

HOOCLBVB, M.P.— I. F 



Clear 42, baek] 

You've promtot to 
give OS 6 great 
NoUet to bay 
floor or wheat, 
and paj joar 
too. 



And, If we'll not 
alter oar new 
flwhion, you'U 
dine with nn on 
theletoTMaj. 
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And to keepe it / yee wolo be reedy : 

This is theffect of yoQT letre soothly. 42 

[7] 
Wtantwfr: fT}o the whiche, in this wyse we answere : 43 

Too'r» not bound A Exoesse foT to do / be Tee nat bowndo. 

to bt txtniTagnnt. i ^ 

Ne noon of vs / but do as vre may beie : 

Vp-on swich rule, we nat vs ne grownde. 

Tbo yoQ'rt plenty Yee been discreet / thogli yee in good habownde 47 

of money do m f <? ^ <? 

yoa think proper! Dooth as yow thinkith for your honestee 1 

Y^, and we aH, am at our libertee. 49 

[8] 
0«^«] At our laste dyner / wel knowen yee 50 

At oar fawt Dinner t» at. j i* •!. • 

By our Stywardes limitacionn, 
(As custume of onr Court axith to be,) 
And ay at our congregacion 

Obserued / left al excusacion, 54 

yoo wer wwnd to Wamed yee wem / for the dyner arrays 

provide dinner tug 

next Tiiurid«y. Ageyu thorsday next, & nat it delaye. 56 

[9] 
Pny don't let w Be yow nat holde auysid in SMrich wyse 57 

STnnert ' As f OT to make vs destitut, fat day. 

Of our dyner / take on yow ^t empryse. 

Put down exoete. If your lust be / dryueth excesse away, 
yon e. ^^ wyse men / mochil / folk* leme may : 61 

Discrecion mesurith euerj thyng : 
Despende aftir your plesance & lykyng* ! 63 

[10] 

BeApttteratons, Ensaumpleth vs / let seen / & vs miroure ; 64 

As fat it seemeth good to your prudence, 
Reule fat day / for the thank* shal be youre ; 

and let nt drink Dooth as yow Hst be drawe in consequence ; ^ 

only what you .^^ j_ * • i*o 

pieaM, vVe trusten m your wys experience ; 68 

But keepith wel your toum / how so befalle, 
Dinner we expect I On thoTsday next / on which we awayte alia. 70 

Cest tout 
> Have aa mach wine drawn as yon think fit. 
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[XVIII.] 

Ceste iialalie ensusante UwA ttanslatee 

m commanDemntt lie man §SLtisixt 

Xto&ect €\tidftU, 

[In S-measun eights, abab, bd/e.} 

[IJ 

AS ]>a/ I walkid in the monthe of May 
Beeyde a groue in an heuy mnsynge, 
Flonres dyueise I sy, ng^t iress^ and gay, 
And biiddes herde I eelC lusfyly synge, 
))at to myn herte yaf a confortyuge. 
Bat euere o thogbt me stang vn-to the herte, 
pat dye I eholde / & hadde no knowynge 
Whanne, ne whidir, I sholde hennes st^rte. 

[2] 
Thynkynge thus / byfore me I say 

A crois depeynted with a fair ymage. 

I thoghte I nas but asshes and foul clay : 

Lyf passith as a shadwe in euety age ; 

And my body yeueth no better wage 

Than synne / which the soule annoyeth sore. 

I preyde god / mercy of myn outrage, 

And shoop me / him to offendo no more. 

[3] 
On god to thynke / it yeueth a delyt, 

Wei for to doon / & froo synne withdrawe ; 

But for to putte a good deede in respyt / 

Harmeth / swich delay is nat worth an hawe. 

Wolde god, by my speeche and my sawe, 

I mighte him and his modir do plesance, 

F 2 



ClMf4S,barkl 



InMlTy I walkt in 



and tliooght I 
knew not wh«n I 
8 •\wald die. 



I MW A Croclflz, 



12 



16 



17 



and pnjrd God for 

OMItJ. 



20 



P«ir44] 

Would God I 
might |4eM«liiiii! 
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Mothtr of J«mitl 



Onint m0 Knot to 
beTiitooui! 



jMOt^Wlth 



OOQtilt* heart I 
crmrt thy pity I 



Lady, I trnst by 
thy pnjtn to ba 
aavad. 



n«ar44,back3 



Lord, I thank tbaa 
Who diadst for 
my guilt ! 



Andy to my meryt, folwe goddes lawe, 
And of mercy, housbonde a poraeance 1 

[4] 
^Modir of Jhesn, (rerray god and man, 

pat by his deeth / victorie of the feend gat,) 

Kane it in mynde / thow blessid w omman. 

For the wo / which vn-to thyn herte sat 

In thy sones torment / forgeete it nat I 

Grante me grace / to vertu me take,- 

Synne despyse, & for to hate al that 

That may thy sone & thee displesid make 1 

[5] 
Mercyful lord Ihesn / me heerd, I preye, 

pat right vnkynde / & fals am vn-to thee ! 

I am right swich ; I may it nat withseye. 

With salte teeres crane I thy pitee, 

And herte contryt / mercy hane on me 

))at am thy recreant caytif traitour ! 

By my dissertes, oghte I dampned be ; 

But ay thy mercy heetith me soconr. 

[6] 
Lady benigne / onr sonereyn refayt ! 

Senr trust hane I, to han, by thy prayeere, 

Of strength / & confort, so vertuous fruyt, 

That I shal sauf be, Crystes modir deere ! 

My soules ship, goneme thow, & steere ! 

Let me nat slippe out of thy remembrance. 

Lest, whan pai I am rype vn-to my beere, 

The feend me assaille, & haue at the entrance. 

[7] 
To thanke thee, lord / hyly holde I am. 

For my gilt / nat for thyn / fat woldest die. 

Who soufifred euere swich a martirdam. 

Tit thy doeth gat of the feend the maistrio, 



24 



25 



28 



32 



33 



36 



40 



41 



44 



48 



49 



52 



1 This begins the alternate stanzas to the yini;in and Christ 
* To betake myself to Virtue. 
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And )^t, al kynde of man may testifie. 

O ! blessid be thy loue charitable, 

l)ai list 80 deerfi our synful soules bie, 

To make vs sauf / wher vre weren dampnaUe. 

[8] 
Now thy socour / o Heuenes Emperice, 

Fro me, wrecche, tome thow nat thy face ! 

Ther as I deepe wrappid am in vice, 

Gretter neede haue I / thyn help to purchace^l 

Vn-to the souerain leche, preye of grace, ' 

pat he my wowndes / vonchesaof to cure. 

So fat the feend my soule nat embrace, 

Al thogh I haue agilt oner mesnre. 

[9] 
Wei ogliten we thee thanke, gracious lord, 

t>at thee haast humbled, for to been allied 

To vs ! auctour of pees and of concord, 

On the crois was thy skin in-to blood died ! 

Alias ! why haue I me to synne applied t 

Why is my soule encombrid so with synne t 

Lord, in al )^t I haue me mis gyed, 

Foryeue / & of my trespas wole I blynne. 

[10] 

Lady / wardeyn of peple fro ruyne, 

pat sauedest TheofFe and many mo ! 

Of thy grace, myn herte enlumyne I 

Fur, as I trowe, & woot it wel also. 

Thy might is me to warisshe of my wo. 

Of thy benigne sone, mercy craue. 

Of pat forueyed haue I, & mis go. 

His wil is thyn / my soule keepe & saue 1 

Lord Ihefu Cryst / I axe of thee pardoun I 
I yilde me to thee, lord souereyn ! 
My gilt conf esse I / lord / make vnioun 
Betwixt thee & my soule / for in veyn 



Slewed be Tliy 
lovel 



56 



57 ^^pnmot 

Heaven, torn not 
thy ihoe flrom me I 



60 



64 



65 Oraoioas Lord, 



68 



Deaf 46] 



forglTe roe, and I 
72 win stop my kill. 



73 Lady,IUiimfiiemy 
heart I 



76 



Crave mercy ol 
UiySoDl 



80 



81 Lord Jeena, 



oonfiMa roy f^illu 
Unite nur eoul u> 
84 Thiue! 



i 



70 ZVIII. AN ENOLISHT BAULDE TO THE YIROIN AND CHRIST. 



Mother of Xerc7t 
Sapphira! 



PMf4fi.btick3 



I cull tn thee to 
keep me from 
Maine. 



Chriit, I ■hnll be 
damd anleae 



thou lielpei me I 



Lady, let not 



the Fiend oppr(>ea 
meat death! 



]M>rd, I watch to 
gain thy mercy I 

(leaf 46] 



My tyme haue I despendid in certeyn. 
Some of the dropes of thy precious blood 
pat the crois made as weet as is the reyn, 
Despende on me, lord merciable & good 1 

[12] 
Lady ! fat clept art ' modir of mercy/ 
Noble saphir / to me ^t am ful lame 
Of vertn, and am ther-to enemy, 
Thy welle of pitee, in thy sones name, 
Lete on me flowe / to pourge my blame. 
Lest in to De^ir fat I slippe & Mle ! 
For my seurtee to keepe me fro blame. 
Of pitee, mirotir, I vn-to thee calle 1 

[13] 
Synne, fat is to euery vertu fo, 
Betwixt god & me / maad hath swich debate 
pat my sonle is danipnyd for eneremo, 
But if fat met'cy / which hath maad thacat 
Of mannes soule, fat was violat 
By likerous lust & disobedience, 
For which our lord Jheeu was incamat. 
Me helpe make the feend resistence I 

[U] 
Lady ! fat art of grace spryng & sours. 
Port in peril / solas in heuynesse ! 
Of thy wont bontee, keepe alway the cotirs ! 
Lat nat the feend, at my deeth me oppresse I 
Tome the crois to me, noble Princesse, 
Which vn-to eu^ry soor is the triacle I 
Thogh my dissert be naght / of thy goodnesse, 
Ageyn the feendes wrenches, make obstacle I 

[15] 
Lord, on thy grace & pitee / myn herte ay 
Awaitith / to purchace thy mercy. 
Alias ! I caytif / wel I moume may, 
Syn the feend serued often sythe haue y. 



88 



89 



93 



96 



97 



100 



104 



105 



108 



lis 



113 



116 
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It reewith me / do wtt/i me graciously, 
For I purpose to stynte of my synnes. 
Wliat ageyn thee / mis take hath my body, 
My soule keepe fro the feendes gyunes ! 

[16] 
Blessid viigyney ensample of al rertu, 
pat peere hast non / of wommanbode flour I 
For the loue of thy sone, our Lord Ihera, 
StreDgthe vs to doon him seruice & honour ! 
Lady ! be mene vn-to our Sauueour, 
))at our soules ^t the feend waytith ay 
To hente / & wolde of hem be possessour, 
Ne sese hem nai in the vengeable day ! 

[17] 
The flessli / the world / & eek* the feend my fo^ 
My wittes alle ban at hir retenance : 
Thef to my soule doon annoy & wo. 
For why, Lord, dreede I me of thy vengeance. 
With mercy, my soule in-to blisse enhance ! 
Worthy marchant I saue thy marchandie, 
Which fat thow boghtest with dethes penanceX. 
Lat nat the feend haue of vs the maistrii 

[18] 
ExceUent lady ! in thy thoght impresse 
How & why thy chyld soufirid his tormente ! 
Preye him to haue on vs swich tendrenesse, 
pat in the feendes net we bo nat bent ! 
At the day of his steeme iugement, 
Lat nat him leese fat he by deeth boghte 1 
I woot wel / ther-to hath he no talent : 
Mynge him ther-on / for thee so to doon / oglite ! 

[19] 
Whan in a man, synne growith & rypith, 
The fruyt of it is f ul of bittimesse ; 
But penitence cleene away it wypith, 
And to the soule yeueth greet swetnesse. 



Keep me from the 
120 DevU'tMieree! 



121 Bleeeed Vlrvln, 



1 24 •trengtlieti ni U> 
eerve Christ ! 



128 



129 



132 Lord. Hft mj eoQl 
to biles! 



136 



137 [leaf 46, beck] 
Laily, pray thy 
Child to Mtre as 
from the DeTiro 
netl 

140 



144 



145 



148 



y 
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XIZ. THS LBTTKR OF CUPID TO LOVBBS, HIS SUBJECTS. 



OChrMtht 

Jodge, 

mix Merqr wtth 

thy JudguMntt 



OQMen, 



O steeme luge / with thy riglitwisiieflse, 
Medle thy mercy / and shews vs f aaoar ! 
Yn-to our sooles, maad to thy likneese, 
GiBonte pardoon of our stynkyng errour I 

[20] 
O glorious qweene / to the lepentaont 
))at art refuyt / socour and medecyne ! 
Lat nat the foole feend make his aoaant, 
\hjX he hath thee byreft any of thyne I 
Thuigli thy prayers, thow thy sons enclyne 
His merciable grace / on vs to reyne I 
Be tendre of ys / o thow blissid virgyne I 
triRg OS to biiMi For if thee list / we shnln to blisse atteyne. 

QTedt t0Qi 

\Eiid of the PhiUipps MS,] 



pray fbr OS, and 



152 



153 



156 



IGO 



[XIX.] 

[Fairfax MS. 16 (Bodl. lib. about 1480-40), leaf 40.] 

j$tUitritt0 0ut0 umatoxibus,^ 

[a.d. 1402]. [Hocclyffe (in Stom's hand).] 
[In 6S fiye-meaanre serens, ababb, ecJ] 

[1] 

IT Cnpido* / vn-to whos* comanndement 1 

the gen til kynrede / of goddis ^an hy,^ 
And pepill infernal / ben obedient. 
And mortel folke al / serven besely, 
•The goddesse sone / Sythera soothly,* 5 

to a1[le] thoo / that to oar dcjrte 
fTwt my ratijMU. ben sugotes^ / hertly gretyng sende we I 7 



I, Capid, whom 
goda, devils, snd 
men ob^, 



»-» The^Lettre of Cupide, god of Lone, B (Bodley MS. S88, leaf 88 bk.) 

(Bat few of 
Arch. Seia. B. 
8ofi sothly S. 
^ eubditis S. 



*-* rne ijettre or uupiae, goa oi Lioue, a ^uocuey mo. 03», 
« Amoris T. (Tanner MS. 846, If. 41). • Cvpide B. * quhois S. 
the aft«'r variations of spelling are given.) ^-* onely S. (BIS. A 
24, If. 211 bk.) *-* of the . . . ooniy F, The goddesse Cithers t 
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[2] 
In general, we ^wol[len] / that ye knowe,* 8 

that ladies of honour / and reuerencey 

and other gentil wymen / ^haven) sowe' 

'sache seed of compleynt / in our audience, 

of men ^that do hem^ / outrage and offence, 12 

that yt oure eeres greueth / for^ to here ; 

so pitouse is theffecte / of this^ matere. 14 

[3] 
^Passyng al londes / on) the litel^ lie 15 

that cleped ys albyon)® / they most compleyn) : 

•they seye, that there^ ys / croppe and rote of gile : 

^^800 konne tho men / dy88ymule[n]^^ and feyne^^ 

with stondyng dropes / ^^on her eyen tweyne,^* 19 

When that her hertes / felitiL no distresse, 

to blynden women) / wyth her doublenesse. 

^*Her wordes spoken ben / so syghyngly,^' 22 

wyth so pitouse ^* chore /and contynaunce,^* 

that eucry wyghf / that meneth tru[e]ly, 

Demeth ^*that they in hert / haue suche^* grevaunce. 

they sey, so importable / ys her penaunce, 26 

that but her lady / lust to schew hem grace. 

they ryghf anoone / [mote]^^ sterven in the place. 28 

[5] 
" A, lady myii)," they sey / ** I yowe ensure, 

*^as doth^^ me grace / and I shal ever be — 

while that my lyfe / may la8t[en]^® and endure — 

to yow as humble / and lowe in ech degre 

as possible ys / and kepe al thing^^ secre 



[leaf 40, tack] 
I Ull yoQ tllAfc 
genti«woin«ii 
hare so oom* 
plitlnd to roe of 
men'i oatragea 
oil tliero, 



that my ears are 
grlevd. 



Abore all, in 
England 



men aham crying 



21 to deceive women. 



They sigh, 
look plural. 



and nay they'll 
dleirUieirladiea 
don't grant 'em 
flavor*. 



29 



and that tlieyni 
ta a* homble 



and iie<*retaa 
33 powible. 



will that know ^e S. *-* bane we 8. *-• Herd the trew S. *-^ that 
donne thamme S : F reads wymen, as this MS. • so S. • thare S. ^-^ And 
passid all ye boundis of ye S. ' britanne S. *-* Thai se3rn thare In S. 
*•— ^ So can thir men dissvmilefi S. " seyH B. ^'— *• In thare eyiie tweyne 
8 ; in, Speght 1602. ^*->* Thir wordis ben spokefi generaly S. "-" a chere 
and countenance 8. ^*-^ In hert that thai hane high S. *• S inserts most ; 
Spcf^t « must' I'-J' 56 do S. " lesten S. »» thing A (Ashbumham MS) S, 
thing as F. S omit» as. 
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Bat It's bard to 
know A man's 



Woaum tT% 
damivd by Adte 
appeafanoe. 



Women bellere 
men, and gnat 
*em f«Toun to 
Mve tbeir Uvea. 



rygllt as youre seluen^ lyst[e] / that I do ; 

and elles myn^ herte^ / mote brest a-two." 35 

[6] 
ffol herd ^yt is^ to know / a manys hert ; 36 

for ontwarde may ^no man)^ / the trouthe deme ; 
^when worde out of his mouthe / may non astert,^ 
but ^yt by resoii) semed / eucry wight to^ queme ; 
''so is hit seyde^ of hert / as hit wolde seme. 40 

O® feythful woman / ful of*® Innocence, 
thou arte deceyred / be fals appaience t 42 

[7] 
**By procease ^^moveth / oft woman** pite : 43 

wenyng al*' thiug were / as [fat] thise** meid aey, 
they graunte hem grace / of hir benignite, 
*^for that men shulde nat / for her sake** dey ; 
and with good hert[e] / set hem in the wey 47 

of blesful loue / kepe yt yf they*^ konne : 
thus other while *^ women) both y-wonne. 49 

[8] 
And whann this man) / the *^pot hath be*® the stele, 50 
and fully is / in his possessyon), 
with that woman / kepeth he not*® to dele 
2® after, yif he may / fynde[n]^ in the tovne 
any woman / his blynde affeccioii) 54 

On" to bestowe[n] / euel^ mote he prove ! 
a man, for al his ^othes / is herde to leve ! ^ 56 

[9] 
And for that euery fals man / hath a make, 57 

(as vn-to euery wight / is lyghf to knowe,) 

> selfc Sp., self* F. selucft S. « that myfi S. • herte Sp., hert P. ♦-* Is It 
8. •-• noft S. •-• Quhafi word may nofi out of his mouth stert 8. '— ' it 
be resouii any wicht shuld 8. »-« So It is S. B. • A 8. >• of Sp., om. F. 
" SUnzas 7-16. These rerees are omitted in the Digby MS. 181. **-** womefi 
movit of S, of T also. » that all S. " om. S. i*-" That they schuld not for 
thare loue 8. " he F, they 8, ye F. *' This othir quhilis S, And thus o. w. 
F. *•-" the pot hath by A 8, penne F. " not 8, no more F. *-» Alter yat 
. . funden 8. " On A, vn F. * foule 8. '•-'• oth . . . leue A 8, beieae F. 



And wli«n tli« 
man hat posaea- 
aicm of tha woman, 



h« rant afiar any 
other in ilia town. 



Cunchlm! 
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when this traytoure / this womau hath for-aake, 
he ^fa8t[e] spedeth hiin^ / vn-to his felowe : 
til he be there / his hert ys oii) a lowe ; 
hys fals deceyt / ' [ne] may him not^ suffise, 
but of hys tresoD) / telleth al^ the wise.^ 

[10] 

Ys this a faire avaunte / is this honoore t 
a man him silfe ^accuse / thus, and dififarae ? ^ 
•[Now] ys it good / confesse him^ / a traytoure, 
and bringe a woman / to [a]^ sclaundrouse name, 
and tel^ how he hir body / hathe do shame ? 
No worshippe ^may he thus / to him® conqnere, 
^•but grete eeclaundre^® / vn-to him and here ! 

Ill] 

^^[Vn] To hir ^^name yet / was^* yt no reprefe, 
for, al for vertu / was [it]^ that she wroght* ; 
but he that brewed hath^* / al this myschefe, 
that spake so faire / and falsly^* inward thoghf,^® 
his be the sclaundre / as y t be resoii) oght* ; 
and vn-to hir / [a] thank ^^ perpetuel, 
that in a nede*^ / ^•helpe can^® so wel 1 

[12] 

^'Al-thog^ of men), thorgh sleyghf / and sotilte,^ 
a sely symple / and Innocent^i woman 
2* betrayed ys / no wondre, sith the^*-* cyte 
of Troye / (as [fat] the storye tellers can) 
be-trayed was / thorgh the^ disceyt of man). 



61 



68 



70 



And goM aiid 
ttsHa III* matM 



63 hU about It. 



64 la tliit honour? 



A mui to confeM 
li«'i a traitor, 
and t«U liow he*a 
■liamed a woman F 



71 TlM woman'* not 
to be blamed. 



75 but the roan It. 



77 



78 No wonder tliat 
an Innocent 
woman is 
betmydbjrman, 



82 for Troy was. 



spedith him fast 8 (spedeth = sped'th). *— ' ne / may nat him S. • at S. 
* gwyce T. •— • accasen k defame 8. *-• Now Is It good confesse him S, ys 
it ff. c h. selfe F. ' In a 8, B om. • say 8. •-• thus he may him self S. 
!•-» Bot gett a sclander 8, disclannder 8p. T. " 8t. 11-16 are st. 1 to 6 in the 
Digby MS. ^*-" name Jhit is D, nay yet was F, nay B T, na S. ^ om. T. 
w om. 8. >* so falsly D. " wrot 8. »' a thank 8. * nede D, rede F, in soch 
a need 8p. *•— *• cafi helpen mefi S. *-* Allthonch that meii by slicht k 
subtiltee 8, of men D, men F, through mens Sp. ** Ignorant A 8. '*— *^ Be- 
trays no wonder Is, sen ye 8. *' tel F D, tell Sp., tellen 8. "^ om. D. 



76 XtX. THK LBTTBR OP CUPID TO LOVBKS, HM 8UBJBCTB. 

and aet oii)^ fire / and [al] dovne' oaer-ihrowe, 
and dMtrojd. and fynalj dystaxjyed / as men knowe. 84 

[13] 
^Betraied men not^ / Citees^ grete, and kyngesY 85 
what wyght is yt^ / that kan shape lemedye^ 
^ajens these falsely / purposed^ thingest 
who can the crafte / suche ciaftes® to espye,* 
Men Art «r«r but *®man, whos wytte / is euep redy *® to aplye 89 
to^* thyng that **sovneth / in-to [hy]" falshedel 
Women, beth ware / of ^^mennys sleight," I rede ! 91 

[14] 
And furthermore / han these ^^ men in vsage, 92 

■nd when they*?* that,^* whero fasl ^^thcv / not lykly ben*^ to** spede, 

no cbNnoe Uiem- r -i t r -^ 

•eWee, they foe ■ suche ss [they] " ben / with a double visage 

inwi to oonrt ft 

wouwii for uiem. they procureu *^ / for to pursw her node ; 

he prayeth him, in his cause / to procede, 96 

and largely ^guerdonetR / he lus^ trauaylle : 

lytell wote** wommen / how men hem^ assaylle ! 98 

[15] 
Another wrMcbn Another wrechch / vnto his felowe seythe : 99 

tell A nun in lore, 

thai < thow fisshest fayre / she that the hath fired, 

ys fals and^ inconstant / and hath no feythe I 
she, 24 for the rode of folke / ys so desired,** 

his tfHii Is hired and^ 88 an hors / fro day to day ys hired, 103 

daily hy otheny 

that when thow twynnest / fro hir companye, 
another cometb / and blered ys thyn ye 1 105 

[16] 
' Now prikke on) fast / and ride thy ionmey 106 

andwhenhla */ ^ 

back's tarnd while thou art there / for she, behinde thy bake, 

»aS. >all8Sp. »-* men) D, Betray not men B F 8 T. * pcalmes S. » hit 
B, om. 8. • a r. 8. '-^ Agayne falaely norposyd T, these lalslv 8p., fidaly D, 
false hid 8. • castr^ 8. • aspie D, espy Sp., spye F. **-*• y* Is quho redy ay 
Is 8. " In 8. ^*— *' sowning is to Sp., is sownynge T, vnto hie 8, into hy A. 
»*-»* false men 8p. " othir 8. ^ T inserts as, where as A. "-" quhare thai 
ben not likly for to 8. ^ are D. " as D, as they B F Sp., where as T, as that 
S. ^8 inserts men. *>— * to gnerdonii thair 8. ^ know 8. *• men hem D 
Sp., men F. " cm. 8. *^-^ for hir fade of folk Is so disirit 8, . . desered F. 
>* That 8. 
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112 



113 



80 lyberal ys / she wol no wyght* with-eey, 
but smertly of another / take a snake ; ' 
for thas thes wommen / faren, al the pake ; 
who so hem tmsteth / hanged mot he be ! 
ay' they desyren channge / and nonelte I ' 

[17] 

*Wherof procedeth this / but of envyel 
for he him selfe / hyre ne wynne* may, 
he speketh hir reprefe / and vileyny[e], 
as mannes blabbyng^ tong / ys wont alway : 
thus dyners men / ful ^often make^ assay 
for to *distourben folke / in sondry® wyse, 
for they may not / acheven^ her empryse. 

[18] 

fful many a man^® "eke / wolde^^ for no good, 

(that hath "in loue / his tyme" spent and vsed,) 

Men wyste ^^his lady,^' his axyng^* withstood, 

and^ that he ^•were / of hyr pleynly^* refused, 

or wast and^^ ^®veyn, wer / al that he had^® mused ; 

wherfore he can / no better^® remedye, 

but on ^ his lady / shapith him to lye. 126 



she'll take « 
tnaek with 
110 some one else. 



117 



119 



120 



123 



[19] 

* Enery womman,' he seyth / * ys lyght to gete, 
(kan noon sey nay) / if she be wel I-soghf : ^^ 
who so may **han leyser^ / with her^ to trete, 



M women like 
change. 



When A man can't 
win a woman, 
heaboMaher. 



Tho* everyone 
know* liii lady 
reftued iilm. 



he bef^na to lie 
about lier. 



127 Heeayaany 
woman can be 
irot Ifkhe'a well 

COUltCil. 



^ nothing Sp. ' smacke Sp. ' Ener Sp. * The collations roarkt D are from 
the Digby MS. ISl, in the Bodleian Library. This MS. begins the poem with 
stanzas 11 — 16 of the Asbbum. version. It then has stanzas 7 — 16 the same as 
17 — 26 here, then leaves ont stanzas 7 — 10, then takes as its stanzas 17 — 26 the 
Ashb. 37-9, 50-6, and after that runs with the Fairfax, its stanzaii 37 — 58 
corresponding with Fairfax 47 — 68. See p. 92 below. • weiinen S. • blabbyng 
D Sp., babbyng St B, kbbing S T. '-^ of will mak S. »-• distrouble folk on 
snnd^ S : distonrble T. • haue D, obtaine Sp. *• Many one Sp. ^*— *" wolde 
eke D, wald eke 8. **-" his tyme in love D. >»-" that sithe S. >* askyng* D. 
" Ere Sp. >•-»• war planly of hir 8. " or 8. »»-" vayn att that he had D A. 



. , . hatn F. ^ none other Sp. * onely T. 
leiser haue Sp., leyser haue T. ^ thame S. 



so 



nght b. 



Icisnr haue D, 
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of his purpose / ne^ shal he faile noght, 

but he on) maddyng^ / be so depe ybroght*, 131 

that he^ shende al / with open homely nesse,^ 

^that louen wymmen / nat as^ that, I gesse.' 133 

[20] 
To sclaunder women / thus, what may profytel 134 
Gentlemen should too geutUs^ namely / that ^hem armen sholde/ 

arm in deftnoe of j.oj,* . /i ji^ 

wonwD. and m^ defence of wommen / hem delyte, 

^as that^ the oidre / of gentilesse^® wolde : 
yf that a man / lyst gentil to be holde, 138 

he i^moot flee al^^ that / ther-to ys contrarye : 
a sclaundiyng^^ tong / is his grete adueisarye.^ 140 

[21] 

A foule thing^* ys / of tonge to be lyghf ; 141 

Great toiken gftb for who SO mycheP^ clappeth^^ / gabbeth ofte. 

the tonge of* men^'^ so ^^swyft* ys / and so^® wyght, 

that whan it is areysed / yp on) lofte, 

resoii) yt seweth^^ / so slowly and softe, 145 

that it^ him neuer / ouer-take may : 

lord ! so thise men / beth trusty in asay I 147 

[22] 

Tho' one wonun Al-bo-hyt that man)^ fynde / o^ woman) nyce, 148 
In-constant, lecheles / or varriable, 
^^Deynouse, or proude** / fulfilled of maUce, 

•nddecdtftii, Wythouten^ feyth or love / and deceyvable, 

^sly, queynt, and fals^ / in al vnthrift** coupable, 152 
Wikked, and feers / and*^ ful of cruelte, 

H dneen't follow 

uwtaiiare. yt folowcth nat^ / that swich,^ al wommen be. 154 

^ om. D. ' madnease Sp. ' oro. S. * hamylnes S. *-^ And that lone 
nothing women as S, love D., they doten as dp., nat as D. * To geutillesse Sp. 
'— ' th^e honottr schald S. • om. D, Sp. puts * and * after * women.' *-• And 
8. ** gentUnesse D T. **— " must alt eschuwe Sp. " sdaundrona Sp., 8. 
** MS. fuluersyte. " vice Sp., foule wise of t S. " mocho D. " chappitb and 
S. *' man S. "-** swight and so D, swyft ys / and is F. '• is shewed Sp., 
schewit S. » it D, yf F. ^ men) D. » one Sp. »-» Sdee queynt and faJae 
S, Deignous Sp. •* With out D. **-* Deynoua« and proud 8. *• vntrust Sp., 
yntriste comiMrable B. ^ om. S, and reads fulfillit. ^ not D. ^ suche D. 
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[23] 



155 



159 



161 



Ortli0 Ani^U, 
wasn't one bad ? 



Ten. 



Are «U angels 
therefore proud P 



When that ^the high god^ / Aungels formed had, 
a-monge hem a][le] / wheither ther were noon) 
that founden was / malicious and bad ? 
Yis ! al men woot / that ther was many oon), 
that for hir pride / fil^ from heven anoon) : 
^shol men therfore' / al Aungels, proude namel 
Nay I he that that^ susteneth / is to blame. 

[24] 

Of twelve apoBtels, oon) / a traytour was : 

the remenant, yit / good[e] were and triwe. 

than),* yf it happe / men fynde[n], per caas,* 

00 -^ womman fak / swich* is good for® to eschiwe, 

and deme nat^^ that they^^ / ben al[le] vntrewe ! 166 so of women. 

I se^ wel / mennes owne^^ fals[e]ne8se, 

hem causeth wommen / for to trusten lesse. 168 



162 or the Apostles, 
one was a traitor, 
bat the rest were 
tme. 



169 



Every man oaghi 
to tliink women 
hoiioarable. 



[25] 

^*0 ! euery man) oght^* haue / an herte tendre 
vn-to^ woman / and deme hir honurable, 
wheither his shap be / outher thikke or slender,^^ 
or he be badde or good / this^^ ys no fable, 
euery man woot / that witte hath resonable, 
that of a woman / he descended^® ys : 
than ys yt shame, of hir / to speke amys I 

[26] 

A wikked tre, gode frute / may noon) forth bryng ; 176 
for swiche*® the frute ys / as that is the tre. 
take hede of whom / thou took thy bygynnyng ! 
lat thy moder / be Merour vnto the ! 

Hononr yonr 

honure hir / yf thou wolt honured be ! 180 Mother! 



173 He's the son of 
one. 

It's a nhame to 
LID speak ill of her. 



Aa Uie tree, so 
is tlie fttiit. 



god the hie D. • fett D. *-* Shuld me for them yeue Sp. * that that 
D, that F. " So Sp. • parcas D. 'AD. • suche D, a soch good is Sp. • om. 
B S T. «» not D. ^ all S. " S inserts full " owne Sp., oono F. "-** Eu^ry 
onght to D. " vnto a Sp. '• sklendre B, sklendir D. ^' it Sp. '• destended 
F, discendit S, discended Sp. ^^ suche D. 
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Il'R « bad bird 
that fouli lU 
own nest. 



Men shooldn't 
abuM woman. 



Women My that 
Clerks write 
boolci against 



on how they 
betvayd David, 
Solomon, ftc. 



182 



183 



187 



189 



Ovid, In his 

abased women, 
and was a fool for 
doing it. 



Dispise thou hir nat / in no manere, 

Lest that ther-by / thy wikkydnesse appere I 

[27] 
An olde proverbe / seyde ys in englyssli : 
men seyn * that brid or foole / ys dyshoneet, 
what that he^ be / and holden fuP chirlyssfi, 
that Tseth to defoule / his ovne neste.' 
men, to say wel of wymen / *yt is^ best, 
and ^nat to displesen hem / ne depiaue,^ 
yf that *they wol hir* honour / kepe and* saue. 

[28] 
These ladyes eke<^ / ^compleyncn hem on)^ clerk es, 190 
that 'they han made bokes / of hir diffame, 
In which ^^dispisen they / wommaD[e]«^® werkes, 
and speken of hem / grete reprefe and shame, 
and causeles yiven^^ hem / a wikked name : 
thus they dyspysed ben / on) eucry syde, 
^^and sclaundred," and bylowen" / oh) ful wyde. 

[29] 
Tho soiy bokes / maken mensyon) 
how they betrayden)** / in espccial,^^ 
adam, dauid, sampson^ / and salamoii), 
and many oon) mo / *• who may rehersen al ^* 
the tresoh) / that they haue done ^^and [ay] shal t^^ 201 
18 the world hir malice / may not comprehende :*• 
I'as that theys^' clerkes seyn / yt hath noon) ende. 203 

[30] 
Ouyde in his boke*^ / called * remedye 204 

of* loue ' / grete reprefe of womroen writeth ; 
wherin, I trowe, he dide / grete folye, 



194 



196 



197 



» that he D Sp., he F. ' for 8. *-* Is ye 8, is the D. *— * depristf thaiM 
nor Jit d. S, not for to dispyse D B T. •-* }e wald jour 8. • or Sp. ' eucr Sp. 
*-* complene thame of S, complcyn) D. • That that D. ^^—^ they dispiae 
women and her Sp. " yeve D. "— " Discknndred Sp. *• blown S, belyed T. 
" betraied D, haue betrayed S. " esnecy att D, especial Sp., special F, Hpeeiall 
S. *•-" quho rehereefi schall 8. ^-^ and all S. *»-^« The warld may nat ycr 
malice c. S : wordle D, worde T. »*-» And that vc S. » bokis B. 
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and exxerj wyght / that ^ in Bucfi case delyteth.^ 

a clerkys custome ys / whan he endyteth 208 cierkt always .lo 

' say women are 

of women, be yt prose / or^ ryme, or vers, naughty. Uh) they 

know it isn t true. 

•seye they® ben wikke / al knowe he the revers. 210 

[31] 
And that boke, scolers / leme in *hir chyldehede,* 211 
for they of women / *be war sholde^ in age, 
and for to •louen hem / euer ben* in drede, 
syn^ to deceyve / is set al hire® corage. 
they seyn, ^perylle / to cast, ys avauntage,^ 215 

*®and namely suche^^ / as men *^han in be wrapped,^* 
for many a man by woman ^^ / hath myshapped.^® 217 

[32] 
i*No charge, whatso / thyse clerkys^* seyn : 218 i don't care what 

writers say 

of al hir wrong wryting / I do no cure ; 

al hir trauayle and labour^* / ys in veyn), 

For, betwex me / and my lady^* nature, 

shal nat^^ be suffred / while the world may dure, 222 

these ^® clerkys / by ***hir crueP® tyranie, 

*> thus vpon^ wywmen / kythen hir maystrie. 224 agaiMt women. 

[33] 
Whylom fol mony^^ of hem*^ / wer in my cheyne 225 Many or 'em were 

loTen once, but 

y-tyed*® / and now, what for vnweldy age, hare grown 

and for vnlust, may not / to love atteyne,** 

and seyn, that love ys / but werray^^ dotage. 

2«thus, for that they hem selfe^ / lakken corage, 229 

they folke exciten^ / by hir wykked sawes, 

for to rebelle® agayn^ me / and my lawes. 231 



ofi Buich delitteth S. ' om. D B. »-* To seye ye S. *-* ther childhode 
D, 8 ora. hir *-* schnld be war S. •— • loue thame euir be 8, love D. ' Siuch 
8. * ther D. •— • of perel men should cast thauauntage Sp., tast D. 
10-40 l^amely of such Sp. **— ** hiiue in be wrappes B, ben I -wrapped D, be- 
wrapped Sp., be-wrappes F. ^' women D S. ^ royshapped D Sp., myahappes 
F B. ^*-^* Now charge Is quhat so thir clerkis S, charge is Sp., nowso this B. 
« labour and tr. Sp. 8. ^« om. S. *' not D, nat AST. noon F. ^ Thns these 
Sp. *•— '• outrageous A. *^-* on selie Sp. ^ many D, meny B. ^ them D. 
** ycheined S. ** sustejfie S. " verry D, veray S. ^|^-* Thus for thame seluen 
S, f ilf D. ^ excenes S. » reule S. »» ayens D. 

HOCCLEVE, M. P. — I. O 
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Tet, thoM who 

bUunewooMn 

most. 



I am make *em 
lore the foulMt 
•lat 



as If the w«re a 
duchew. 



[34] 

Bat mawgre hem / that blamen wommen most, 232 

Buche is^ the force / of myn impressyon), 

that ^sodenly / I felle^ can hir host, 

and al hir wrong / ymagynacion) ; 

yt shal not ben / in her elleccion), 23G 

the foulest slutte / of al a^ tovne refuse,* 

yf that me lyst^ / for al that they can muse ; 238 

[35] 

But hir in hert / as brenyngly desire, 239 

as thog& she were / a duchesse or a queue ; 

so can I folkes hertys / set on fire, 

and as me list hem^ sende / loy or tene. 

they that to wommen / ^ben ywhett^ so kene, 243 

my 8harp[e] ^persyng strokes / how they^ smyte, 

shul fele, and knows / and how ^they kerve^ and byte. 

[36] 

Perdee,^® this grete^^ clerke / this sotil Ouyde, 246 

and ^^mony another / han^* deceyved be 

of women) / as yt knowen ys ful wyde ; 

Wote no man^^ more / and that is grete deynte, 

so excellent a clerk / as that was he, 250 

and other mo that koude / so^* wel preche, 

betrapped wer / for aght*^ they coude teche. 252 

[37] 
And trusteth wel / that ji^^ is no menraylle, 253 

Women an op to ffor women ^^kuywen / pleynly ^^ hir entent ; 

them and tbair , .i/.iii 

iiM. they wiste how sotyly / they koude assayle 

hem, and ^^what falshode / they in hert[e]^ ment; 
and ^•this clerkys / they ^® in hir daunger hent ; 257 



Ovid too, 
and other 



aboMTf, were 
triokt bjr women. 



MstheDSp., i«F. «-« sotelly y felle T. » in all the Sp., )>e R *torefn5»e 
B. * lust D. • sem T. '— ' yhurt S. •-* strokis percyng qnho Je 8. •— ■ je 
berii S. 10 Parde D. " om. 8p. **-" many D, m. one othir hane 8. » Wot* 
no man S, What no men F. >♦ full Sp. " ought D. »• p F, it 8p. ^^-^ 
knewe full p. S. **-*• y* . . . thair hert 8, >•— " thus they clerkes Sp., hMXke/or 
they S. 
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with 00 venym / another was distioyed ; 

and thus thise clerkes / often were anoycd. 259 

[38] 
These ladyes ne thise gentils / neuerthelesse, 260 Ladies didn't do 

were noon of thoo / that wroghten in this wysse ; * quatn*. 

but swyche* filthes* / as weren vertulesse, 
they quytten thus / this olde clerkis wisse ; ^ 
To* clerkis, ®for-thy, lesse^ may^ suffyse 264 cierin ihoaid not 

defiune womon. 

than to deprave® wommen / generally ; 

for worshippe shul they gete / noon) therby. 266 

[39] 
If that thise men / that loners hem pr^tende, 267 ifUieMpmonded 

loTen were true 

to women weren ^feythfull / good* and trewe, to women, 

and dreden hem / to deceyven or oflfende, 

women, to lone hem / wolde nat eschewe ; women wooid 

love them. 

but euery day hath man / an herte^^ newe : 271 

yt, vpon oon, abide / can no while. 

what fors ys it / swich a wight to be-gile] 273 

[40] 

Men) beren eke this women) / vpou) honde, 274 Men say too that 

that lyghtly / and wyth-outen ^^ any peyne, women, 

they i*wonne ben / they can^^ no wyght* withstonde, 

that hiB disese / list to hem compleyne : 277 

^they been so freel / they mowe'hem nat refreyne ; ** ao frau are th^. 

but who 80 lyketh / may hem lyghtly haue, 

so ben hir hertys / esy in to graue.^* 280 

[41] 
To^* maister lofin de Meun / as I suppose, 281 itwaeanaaij 

Job of Jean de 

Than'** yt was / a lewde occupacion) Mean, 

In makyng of the Eomance / of the Hose, 

iwiseSp. "BUcheD. 'fillokeaS. * wise Sp. » To Sp., The FD. «~« ffor 
theylasseD. ' miKht 8p. « dispraue Sp. »-• g. f. T. »« hert F D, hurte Sp. 
" wyth out D, without eny B. **— ^* women ben that can S. **— *' They be 
so fire T, not D B, Thai haue suich mercj / they may no man wit^-seyne 8. 
" graue D Sp., craue F. " To D Sp., I F. " Then) D Sp., an F. 

O 2 
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in hi* Romance <xf 80 many a sly / ymagjiiacioD) 

•o maiiy trick! to and perils^ / for to roUen^ vp and doun, 

deceive a poor . . « ^ i 

girl. 80 longe p'ocesse / so many a slye cautele, 

for to deceyve / a sely damesele I 

[42] 

Nat^ can I ^seen / ne* my wytte comprehende, 
that art and peyn^ / and sotilte [sjholde^ fay He 
for to conquere / and sone make an ende, 
^whan man a feble place / shal^ assay Ue, 
and ^soone also® / to venquyssli a bataylle, 
of whiche no wyght / dar maken® resistence, 
Ne hert hat& noon) / to stonden) at^^ defence ; 

[43] 

Than ^^yt moot* folowen^^ / of necessite, 
syn^^ art asketh / so grete engyn and peyne 
a woman ^^to dysceve / what she^' be 
■ureiyihe*«inore of constance^* / they ben)^5 not so bareyne 

constant tlian to. -% ^ 

•oine clerks ny. ^^as that sommc of thlsc / sotU clcrkys feyne ; ^^ 
bnt they ben / *^as that wommen oghten be,^^ 
sad / constant / and fulfilled of pite.^® 



BatifitUkes 
M> niadi trouble 
to deoeire a 
woman. 



[44] 



See what a friend 
Medea was to the 
false Jason, 



285 



287 



288 



292 



294 



205 



299 



301 



302 



How frendely was / Modea to lasoh) 

in the^® oonquering / of the flees ^o of golde I 

how falsly quyt he / hir affecciori), 

by whom victorie he gate / as he hath** wolde ! 

how may this man, for shame / be^ so bolde 

to falsen^ hir / that from hb dethe and shame 

him kept,*^ and gat him / so grete pris and name 1 308 



306 



» pcrelons T, perillis S. « rott D. ' Not D. *-* aay ne Sp. 8, ne in F. » purt 
8. « shulde T, schnW S. '-^ When) D, Quheii a man schall a f. p. 8. • rIjw 
son 8. • may make Sp. '* to make any Sp. "— " mote It falow 8, ffolowe D. 
^'^ 8ich S, om. 8o. J»— w for to Dissaue quno 8 : what so Sp. ** confiannc<« B, 
constaunte S. " be they Sp. "— " Aa ar sum men Or othir subtile clerkr* S. 
17-17 richt as Women oucht to l»c S, ouf<ht to D. " bountee S. '• the grete 1), 
tho orii. S. ■•="' flrcK I), fli'cc Sp., flee F, fless/' S. ^ haue D, 8 om. hath. 
^ iluiht Itc D. -^ Uuylcn 1) T. ^ helpetl', om. him, a priss 8. 
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[45] 
Of trove also / the tray tour ^ Eneas, 309 andiwdototiie 

^ I '' Wthlew wretch 

the feythles wrechch / how hath he him for-swore* En««. 

to dido, that queen / of Cartage was, 

that him releved / of his ^smertys sore ! ^ 

what gentilesse^ myghf she / han doon) more 313 

than^ she with hert vnfeyned / to hym kydde 1 

and what myschefe ^to hir / ther-of * betydde 1 315 

[46] 
In my legende of Martres^ / men may® fynde 316 i" mjUftendor 

Martirrt you may 

(who SO* that lyketh therin / for^^ to rede,) •«• that mthicMi 

bind no mail, 

that oothe in no^^ behest / ^^may no man) bynde ; ^* 

of repreuable shame / han they no drede ; 

In mannes hert[e] / trouthe hath no^^ stede ; 320 

the soyl ys noght / ther may no trouthe growe ! 

to womman namely / yt is nat un-knowe.** 322 an women know. 

[47] 
Clerkes seyn also / ' ther is no malice 323 cierks say there** 

no naughtliieM 

vnto a^* womans / crabbed wykkydnesse ! ' uke a woman**. 

O woman) ! how shaH thow^^ / thy self chevice, 

i^gyn men) of^^ the / so ^^muchel harme wytnessel^® 

No fors ! doo forth / take^» no«> heuynesse ! 327 

kepe thyn) owne / ^what men) clappe^^ or crake ! 

and somme of hem shul smert / I vndertake ! 329 

[48] 
* Malice ' of women) / what is yt to drede 1 330 But women'n 

oo • naughtliiesa 

they sle no men) / dystroyen^^ no citees ! 
**they not oppressen folke / ne over-lede,^ 

* Duke D. " forfare S. *-* hertc* s. S. * gentilnease D. ■ Than) D, That 
F B. •-* thare-of to hir S. ' Cupid*s or Chaucer's * Legend of Good Women ' 

gEkeat]. Speght wrongly roads 'natures.' * may men) D T. • ora. D. *® ora. 
. " othe ne Sp. 8 T. **-" men may find« 8. " neuir 8. " not vmk[n]owe 
D. »» om. D. M shaltow T. ^^-^ Sith D, 8ich men to 8. i*-^^ mochc hariu 
alle ffois 8 ; moche D, soch (for ' so muchel *) Sp. ^ an^ take 8. * noon D. 
Speght's line is * Beth ware, women, of her fikelness'*. * ^—^ quhat so men 
cfepe 8. " ne distroy 8. *— ** ne not oppresses folk In no seyn \ed! 8. 
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doero't hurt betiay Empires / ^Kernes ne ducheas,^ 
houMs on fin. ne men) ^bereve hir landes / ne hir Mees,' ' 
empoysone folkys / ne houses set on) fire, 
ne false contractes / maken for non)^ hire ! 

[49] 

Women have, m Trust, peifyte loue / and entered charyte, 
and good morals, fervent^ wjl / and entenlented^ corage 



334 



336 



337 



^be thewes^ good / as ®yt sytt* wel to be, 

ban women ay^® / of customs and vsage ; 

and wel they kan / a^^ mannes yre as wage 341 

with soft[e] wordes / discreet^ and benigne : 

what they be^® Inward / sheweth^* outwarde sygne. 



Wommr* haarta 
are devont and 
amiable. 



(Ifotherwifie^ 
they're un- 
nataral.) 



[50] 

'Wo»iman[ne]s herte / vn-to no cruelte 
enclyned ys / but they ben charitable, 
pitouse, devoute / f ul of humylite, 
shamefaste,^^ debonarie^^ / and amyable, 
Dredful / and of ^^ hir wordes mesurable : 
what woman thise^^ / hath not, perauenture, 
i^Ne folweth nat^* / the wey of hir nature. 

[51] 



344 



348 



350 



Men lay that Ere Men ssyn, * ouie first[e] moder / natheles, 

made all Iblk 

loee their uberty. made al mau-kynde / lese^ his lyberte, 
and naked jt^ of Ioy[e] / douteles ; 
22ffor goddis hestes / disobeyed she,*^ 
whan she presumed / tasten of a^^ tre 
wichcfi 24 god forbad / that she ne ete of sholde ; 
^and nade the deuel ben / namore she wolde.** 



351 



355 



357 



*— * realmis ne Dnchess S, Duchesses D. *— ' bireven) D, berenefl landef nor 
thar SOC8 S. ' Messuages, houses and lands, holdings. See Catholicon, * no D. 
* euir 8. • frauard 8. ' entalented D R «-» To D, All Sp., To thewis 8 B T. 
»-» sittith D Sp. 10 euer Sp. " thev conne Sp. " swete D S. » ben) D. 
»* they shew Sp. ** Schamefull 8. " debonayr D. *' and of D Sp., of F. 
"that 8. »•-»» FoUoweth not Sp. » lose D, to lese S. " him 8. «-" for that 
. . . best disobeyt sche S, heste T. » the D Sp. B T. •* That Sp. •-» But 
3it ye fend that agayii stoden wold 8, ne wolde F. 
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[52] 
The enviooBe suellyng / that the fend, our fo, 
had vnto man in herte^ / for his welthe, 
sent a serpent / and made hir for to go 
to deceyve Eve / and thus was mannes helthe^ 
beraft ^him by the fende / ryght* in a stelthe, 
the woman *noghf knowyng* / of the^ deceyt : 
gode wote, ful •fer was yt / from* hir conceyt. 

[53] 
Wherfore I sey^ this / good[e] woman) Eve, 
our fader Adam / ne deceyved noght 
ther may no man / for a deceyt yt preve 
proprely, but yf that she / in hir thoghf 
had it compassed^ first / ®er yt was* wroghf ; 
and for swich was nat hir^® / impressyori),** 
Men ^^calle / yt may,^* no deceyt** by resou). 

[54] 
No** wygfit deceyveth / but he yt** purpose ; 
the fende *<^this deceyt cast / and nothing** she ; 
than ys yt wrongs / to demen or suppose 
that she sholde of this*^ harme / the cause be. 
witeth the fende / and his **be the*® Mawgre, 
and for excused / haue** hir Innocence, 
sauf oonly that she / breeke^* obedyence. 

[55] 
And touching that^ / ful fewe men ther ben — 
Vnnethes** any / dar I saufly seye — 
fro day to day / as **that men now^s wel seen, 
but that^ the best / of god they dysobeye : 
haue this in mynde / sires,^ I yow preye ; 



358 



ButitWMtlM 

OeYllwhodld 
OOJ thii. 



364 



365 BTedidnt 

daoeive Adam. 



369 



371 



372 



The Devil dkt 



376 BUnM blm. 



378 



379 Nearly erery miin 
dally 



dleobeysGod. 



383 



* harte Sp., hert F D. ' wealth 8p. *-* S om. him and reads and r3r* : right 
even) D, by the fende Sp. *-• kn. no* 8. • that Sp. •-« fer It waa from S. 
' S inaerU that. « purposit 8. •-• or she it Sp. *° hir D, hit F. " enten- 
cioufi 8. **-" may catt it D, may it call Sp. " disceipt of her Sp. " Ne no 
Sp. ^ om. 8p. *•— w yig desaite . . . nat S. '' his D, That of his harme slie 
should Sp. "-" hie 8. "» hald 8. » brake D Sp. « this Sp. « Viineth*-. 
°— * men mowe D, as men may all day see Sp., mow T. ** om. D. * Sens D. 
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And when men 
■ay women are 
nnatable. 



lask'Wain'i 
Adamohauge- 
ableP' 



TetGod 



took fleahof a 
Virgin, 



yf that ye be discreet / and resonable, 

*ye wol hir hold[eii] / the^ more excusable. 385 

[56] 

And where ^ men seyn) / in man) ys stedfastneese, 386 

and woman) ys / of hir corage vnstable, 

Who may of Adam / here swiche' witnessed 

telleth me this / was he nat chaungeable 1 

they ^bothe weren / in a caas semblable ; ^ 390 

sauf wiUyngly the feende / deceyued Eve, 

and so dide she nat Adam / by your leue. 392 

[67] 

Yet was this synne^ / happy to man)-kynde : 393 

the feende deceyved was / for al his sleyghf ; 

for aught^ he coude him / in his sleythes wynde, 

^god, to discharge^ mankynde / of the weight*® 

of^ his trespase, cam^^ doun / from the^^ hevenes height*, 

and flessh and blood / ^^he tooke of A^ virgyne, 

and suSred deth / him^® to delyuer of pyne ! 399 



[58] 
and \T He'd And god, to whom / ther may no thing hyd be, 400 

known tliat ««_• i_ i ^ 3 t^ 1 

woman was ao yf ho m woman Knowo / had snche malyce 

■he u! H^d^Ter ^ ™®^ ^^ ^®°^ recordc / in generalte ; 
havebe^, bom ^^u ^^ j^^y^ ^ jyj^ j yeparatrice, 

Nolde han be bom / but ^^for that^* she of vice 404 
Was woyde / and of al vertu (wel he wyste) 
endowed^* / of hir to be bore hym lists. 406 

[59] 

Hir heped^^ vertu / hath swich^® excellence, 407 

that al to leene^^ / ys mannes faculte 
to declare yt / and ther-for in suspence, 



8he Is M Ml of 
rirtoee that no 
man can express 
them. 



*— * je wold hold women ye S, hir wolde D. ' whan B. • suche D, soch a Sp, 
*-* boith ware caus<; symiable S, o case Sp. • MS. fynne. • thouch S. '— ' God 
dischargit S. » plicht S. » for 8. *» come D. " om. S. "-»» take of a cleyfi 
S. " man D. " M.S. yf. i^" om. D. »« Endowed D. ^ happy D, hicht S. 
» such D. " low S. 
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hir due preysing / put moot nedes be ; 
but this I sey / [right] verraly, that she, 411 

next god, ^the best frend ys^ / that to men longeth : 
the key of mercye by* hir girdille hongetL 413 



[60] 

And of mercye / hath euery man) swicfi' nede, 
that, cessyng^ that / farewel the loy of man) ! 
of her power / now taketh^ ryght* good hede ! 
she mercye may / wol,^ and purchace kan ! 
dysplese^ hir nat^ / honureth that woman, 
and other women al[le]*^ / for hir sake ! 
and but ye do / your sorowe shal a-wake ! 

[61] 

Thou preciouse ge^nme / martir^^ Margarete, 
of" thy blood / draddest noon) effusion) ! 
thy martirdome / ^^ne may I nat^^ foryete ! ^* 
thou constant womman / in thy passyon) 
ouercoom)^* the feendis / temptacion) : 
and many a wyghf^*^ / conuerted thy doctryne, 
1^ Vnto the feith of God / holy virgyne ! ^^ 

[62] 



414 



418 



420 



421 



425 



427 



428 



But vnderstondcth / I commende hir noght 

by encheson) / of hir virginite. 

trusteth ryght^® wel^* / it cam neuer in my thoght, 

for euer werre y^ / ayein*^ chastyte, 

and ever "shal / but this, lo, meveth me,** 432 

hir louyng hert / and constant to hir lay, 

dryve oute of my rem[em]braunce / I ne may ! 434 



Next God, she !• 
nuu'a beet Mend. 



Women oeii win 
roeu mtfcy. 



Witneu the oon- 
eUincy of 
St. Margaret 
the martyr. 



Her I praise, 
not for her 
virginity. 



but for her 
constancy. 



is the best frendo B. ' at Sp. ' suche D. * wanting S. * takith nowe 
D. • here S. ' wett D Sp. " Diapifl<5 S. » not D. ^^ And all othir women S. 
"ofmartireSp. »«ThatofSp. »*-" may I not D. " Speght's line is : *Thou 
loner true, thou maiden mansuete.' ** ouercame Sp. ^ man S. ^^— ^' From 
Ashb. MS. god / holy D. Speght, / holy God thou, 1602, fol. 812, back, col. 2. 
F B omit L 441. « om. S. *» om. 'ryght wel' Sp. * werrey F, I werrey 
D S T. « A yens D. »-» I shatt / but lo this mouyth D, (lo this) Sp, lo this 
commend me S. 
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Who cau find 



that liny woman 
forsdok CliriMl P 



But all the 
Apostles did. 



In woman, then, 
lies constancy ; 



in man, cfaangt. 



And my trae 
Inud of women 



Is to help tlicm 
to peraeven )■ 
Tirto^ 



[63] 
In any boke also / where can ye fynde, 435 

(that of the werkis / ^or the^ dethe or lyfe 
of Ihesu. speketh / or maketh any mynde,) 
that wommen him forsook* / for woo or stryfel 
wher was ^ther any wyghf / so ententyfe' 439 

a-bouten* him / as women t pardee^ noon)l 
thapostels hym forsoken* / eaerychoii) ! 441 

[64] 
Womman) forsooke hym) noght / for al the feytH 442 
of holy chirche / in womman left oonly : 
this is no lees / for thus''^ holy wryt seyeth. 
Lok ! and ye shal so fynde yt / hardely ; ® 
and therfore I may ^preve / wel herhy,* 446 

that in womman regneth / stable Constance ; 
and in men / ys the^^ chaunge and ^^ variance ! 448 

[65] 
Now holdeth this for ferme / and for no lye, 449 

that this ^*trew / and lust^* commendacioh) 
of women, tolde^^ / I nat" for flaterye, 
ne to cause hem^^ pride / or^* elacion), 
but oonly loo / for this entencion), 453 

to yeve hem corage / of pe7'8eueraunce 
In vertu / and*^ hir honnre to enhaunce,^^ 455 

[66] 
The more vertu / the lasse is the pride. 456 

vertu so digne is / and so noble in kynde, 
that vice and [sjhe^* / wol not^ in feere abide ; 
[sjhe putteth vyce*^ / clene out of hi[r] mynde, 459 
[s]he fleeth from him / [s]he leueth^ him behynde ! 



othir S. ' hym) foraoke D, him forsook 8p. F. •— ' any so Inly ententife 
8. * About D. • proucd Sp., /or pardee. • The Apostelis forsoke hym D, him 
forsoken Sp., foreoken hym F B. ' om. S. • redely S. •— • prove wett therhy 
D. wel prevc herby F B, therby Sp. " om. D. " of Sp "-» lust and trow S. 
" writt S. " not D, tel I for no Sp. ** Ne bicanse of Sp. "• nor S. *' om. 
D. ^ auaunce Sp. " sche S. * om. S. "^ om. S, reads clere, hir. " put S. 
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O womman) / that of wertu art hostesse,^ 

gret ys thjn honor / and thy worthy nesse ! 462 

[67] 

Than wol we thns / concladen and dyffyne : 463 

we yow comaonde / cure Ministres echoh), 

that redy ^heen / to onre hestes* enclyne, 

that, of thise false ^ men) / our reble^ foon), 

ye do punyshement^ / and that anoon) ! 467 

voide ^hem our^ court / and banyssh hem^ for euer, 

so that ^ther-in / they ne come more^ neuer. 469 



[68] 



470 



ffulfiUed be ®yt / cessyng al delay ! ^ 

look [that]^<* ther be noon) / excusacion) 

^^ write/! in the ayer / the lusty ^^ moneth of May, 

In oure paleys / where many A Milioh) 

of louers trwe / han habitacion), 474 

the yere of grace / loyful and locunde 

A thousand and^^ foure houndred / and^^ secounde. 476 

% Explicit lifera, Cupidinis ^*dei aroatoris 
directs; suis subditt^." 

(In a late hand, Stowe's?) T. hocleve. 



of which, woman 
it Uie hotteM. 



Then, my 
Mnranta, 



tarn UMMfiUae 
rebels of men out 
of my Court ! 



Written In May, 



140S. 



* hoetresse Sp., Hostes S. *-* ye be oure hestes to Sp. 
• false Sp., om. F D. * rebel! Sp. " pnniciouu S. •-• tiiame 
Joitr S. ' thame S. *— * here after therin they come D, therein 
more come they Sp. •— • this precept wttAout D S. " S in- 
serts that "-" Wretyn) in the lusty D Sp. (Read * th* ayer ' 
as one syllable.) " om. D Sp. S. " the D. »*-** Explicit etc 
S. directa subditis suis amatoribus D T, the lettre of Cupide 
ffod of lone directed to his suggestys louers, B. [At end of 
line, and of other poems, ' Lyty ' ; ? the rubricator, H.] 
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Durham MS. III. 9, 

After the two fly-leaves, the first 10 paper leaves of the poem — 
all the Complaint, and the hcginning of the Dialog — are in tLe 
handwriting of John Stowe, the Chronicler. 

Collation of vellum sheets : a and b in eights missing ; e, d, e, /, 
^, /*, t, ky I, m, in eights ; n 1 — 3. 
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XX. 



[Durham Boeeleve: III. 0.] 

Efiomas f^occU6e['s dlTompIaint/] 

[T7te Prolog.] 

(1) 
A fter that bervest Inned had his shevee,^ 

and that the broune ^ season^ of mybelmesse 

was come, and gan the trees robbe of ther^ leves 

That grene had bene^ / and in lusty fresshnesse, 

and them^ in-to colowre / of yelownesse 

hadd dyen* / and doune throwne vndar® foote, 

that chaunge sank^® / into myne herte roote. 

(2) 
for freshely browght it^^ / to my remembraunce, 

that stablenes in this worlde is there none ; 
there is no thinge / but chaunge and variauncc ; 
how welthye^ a man be / or well be-gone,^^ 
endure it shall not / he shall it for-gon.^^ 
deathe^ vnder fote / shall hym thrist adowne : 
that is every wites^* / conclusyon. 

(3) 
whiche for to weyue / is in no mannes^^ niyght, 

how riche he be / stronge, lusty, freshe, and gay. 

and in the ende / of novembar, ypon a nyght, 



[iMfS] 



1 AfUrlOohaelmai, 



12 



U 



15 



[The various readings are from the Selden MS, nnless markt 
Dm. for Uie Durham MS, or St. for Stowe*s part of the Durham 
MS.] * Pencil : later. * W. Browne [in margin]. 

' broon, Selden ; brome, Stowe. * sesoun * her • ben 
' hem • died • throwen vndir ^^ alterd from * sange * in Dm. 

" bron^te it* [browght Dm] " welthi " wel be-goon 
'* for-goon ** Deeth " wijtes *' mannes (mans, St.) 



the fldl of the 
leavM 



8 ramindfidme 



that man'* wcaltti 
qoiU him, 

andbedi«t. 



Late In Novembar 
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XX. HOGCLEVB 8 COMPLAINT. I LOST MT WITS. 



1 lay awake 
tlilitkiii^. 



Since my last 
iUneca, 



I didn't want to 
lire; 



I grievd ao 



tliat I waa font 



to apeak out. 



Pears, back] 



Ood made me 
mad. 



syghenge sore / as I in my bed lay, 

for this and othar thowghts^ / whicbe many a day 19 

before^ I toke / sleape cam none in myne eye, 

so vexyd me / the tbowgbtfuU malady e. 21 

(4) 
I see well, sytben' I witb sycknes last 22 

was scourged / clowdy hath bene the favoore 

that shone [on]^ me / full bright in tymes post; 

the Sonne abatid / and the derke showre 

hildyd downe right on me / and in langour 26 

he* made [me] swyme / so that my wite^ 

to lyre / no lust hadd, ne [no]^ delyte. 28 

(5) 
The grefe abowte / my ^ harte so^ [sore] swal 29 

and bolned evar / to and to so sore, 

that nedes / oute I must[e] there-with-all ; 

I thowght I nolde it kepo^^ cloos no more, 

ne lett it in me / for to olde^^ and bore ; 33 

and for to preve^ / I cam of a woman, 

I brast oute on the morowe / and thus began. 35 

here endythe my prologe . and folowythe my 
complaynt 

[TTie Complaint.] 

(6) 
A 11 myghty god / as lykothe his goodnes, 36 

visytethe folks ^* alday / as men may se, 
with lose of good / and bodily sikenese, 
and amonge othar / he forgat not me ; 
witnes vppon the wyld infinnytie 40 

which that I had / as many a man well knewe, 
and whiche me owt of ray selfe** / cast and threw. 42 

* oJ)ir ]>ou^tis ' Byforue ' I sy wel sithln * shoon on 

* Me • spirite (/or wite) ' ne no [no addod above the line] 

^ myn * so sore [sore added above the line] '^ nolde / kcpe it* 

" eelde " preuc : pryve St. ^ vcsite)> folke ** silfe 



HOCCLEVE'b complaint. I GOT WELL, BUT OLD FRIENDS CUT MB. 97 



(7) 
It was so knowen to the people / and kouthe, 43 

that cownsell was it none / ne none be niyght[e] ; 

how it with me stode / was in every mans^ mowthc, 

and that full sore / my fryndes* affright[e] ; 

they for myne helthe / pilgrimages hight[e], 47 

and sowght them^ / some on hors and some on foote, — 

god yelde it them^ / — to get[en] me [my] bote.* 49 

(8) 
but althowghe the substaunce / of my memory 50 

went[e] to pley / as for a certayne space, 

yet the lorde of vertew /the kynge of glory, 

of his highe myght / and^ [his] benynge grace, 

made it to retume / in-to the place 54 

when[ne]s it cam / whiche^ at all hallwe messe, 

was five yeere / neyther more ne lesse. 56 

(9) 
And evere'' sythen / — thanked be god owr lord, 57 

of his good* reconsiliacion, — 

my wyt and I / have bene of suche accorde 

as we were / or the alteracion 

of it was / but by my savacion, 61 

[Sith] that* tyme have I be / sore sett on fire, 

and lyved in great torment / and martire ; 63 

(10) 
for thowgh that my wit / were home^^ come agayne, 
men wolde it not^^ so vnderstond or take; 65 

with me to deale / hadden they dysdayne ; 
a ryotows person T was / and forsake ; 
myn olde fi'rindshipe / was all ovarshake ; 68 

no wyte^* withe me lyst make daliance ; 
the worlde me made a strauuge continance, 70 

^ mannes : mans St ' frendia : frynds St ' hem 
* me my boote * and hla • was St om, was ' every St 



Every one knew 
it. 



good and gracious St * Sith >at 
" not : no St " wijt 
HOOCLBVB, M.P. — IL 



hoom 



My ftrfenda wtnt 
pilgiimagM fbr 



me. 



I lost my 
memory. 



but it came tadc 
on Not. I, 
6 years ago. 



and haa remaliid. 



Dutmyold 
frienda have cot 
me. 



H 
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U0CCLEVB8 OOMPLAIKT. FOLK SAID I SHOULD GO MAD AGAIN. 



[leaf 4] 

In WMtmliMtor 
Hall and London 



i}wj tnmd their 
beads from me. 



I was forgotten. 



Folk uld I tboald 
go mad again. 



75 



77 



78 



Yet I harn't gone 
•o. 



whiche^ that myne herte / sore gan* torment[e] ; 71 

for ofte whan I / in westmynster hall[e], 

and eke in london / amonge the preae' went{e], 

I se^ the chere / abaten and apaUe 

of thein^ that weren wonte me for to calle 

to company e / her heed they caste a-wTy[e], 

when I thcra mette / as they not me sye. 

(12) 

As seide is in the sautor / might I say, 
they that me sye / fledden a-wey f i-o me ; 
forgetcn I was / all owte of mynde a-way, 
as he that dede was / from hertes cherte ; 
to a loste vessell / lickened myght I be ; 
for many a wyght / abowte me dwellynge, 
herd I me blame / and putte in dispreisinge. 

(13) 

Thus spake many one® / and seyde by me : 

* all-thowghe from hym / his siknesse savage 
with-drawne and passyd / as for a tyme bo, 
Rcsorte it wole / namely in suche age 
as he is of ' / and thanne my visage 
b3'gan to glowe / for the woo and fere ; 
nio wordis, them vnwar / cam to myn ere. 

(14) 

* whane passinge hete is/ quod they, * trustyth this, 92 
assaile hym wole^ agayne that maladie ;' 

and yet parde / they token them amise ; 

none® effect at all / toke there* prophecic ; 

manie someres ben past / sithen remedye 96 

^®of that, god of his grace me purveide : 

*^ thanked be god / it shope nodght'^ as they seide. 98 

' with ' gan to St • preos * ey * hem • oouo 

' him wole ; wole hym St • Noon • her 

10—10 tjiese lines as iu Seltl. : transposed hy St " shoop not* 
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89 



91 



XX. H00CLBVE*8 COMPLAINT. THEY SAID MY BRAIN WAS TOUCHT. 99 

(15) 

what fall[e] shall / what meu so^ deme or gesse^ 99 

to hym that wott ^ [well] every mans ^ secre, 

reservyd is / it is a lew[e]dnesse, 

men wyser them pretende / then they be ; Ven thouidn't 

. - 1 I -i . 1 t pretend to know 

and no wight knoweth / be it he or she, 103 what'u happen. 

whom, how ne whan / god wole hym visefce ; 

It happethe ofte* / whan men wene it lite. 105 

(16) 

Some tyme I wend / as lite as any man, 106 [ie»f4,back] 

for to have fall / in-to that wildenesae 

but god, whan [that] hym list / may, wole and can, ood sendt tick- 

helthe with-drawe / and send a wyght sycknesse ; 

Tliowghe man be well this day / no sykemesse 110 

to hym bihight is / that it shall endure ; 

god hurte now can / and nowe hele and cure. 112 m He iikei. 

(17) 

he suffrith longe / [but] at^ the laste he smit; 113 

whane that a man is / in prosperitc. 

To drede a fall comynge / it is a wit ; 

who so that takethe hede / ofte may se 

This worldis change / and miitabilite 117 

In sondry wyse / howe nedeth not expresse : 

To my mater / streit wole I nic dresse. 119 

(18) 
Men seyden, I loked / as a wilde steer, 1 20 Men Mid i lookt 

1 1 1 T 1 wild, 

and so my loke abowt I gan to throwe ; 

niyne heed to hie / a-nother seide 1 beer, 

f ul bukkyshe is his brayne / well may I trowe ; that my brain 

was buckish, 

and seyde the thirde 7 and apt is in the rowe 1 24 

to site of them / that a resonnles reed 

Can geve^ / no sadnesse is in his heed. 126 

* ? whatso men ' woot • hertis * often 
• but at • thiiddc ' Can he Jeue 

II 2 



100 XX. HOCCLBVB's complaint, men's talk of MB MADE ME SAD. 



and roy fett and 
ejTM never stllL 



So I thaaghi 



I'd beUer go 
»w«y; 



Deors] 



bat I WM very 
Md. 



Men's talk of me 
miule ine go cold 
and liot. 



127 



131 



133 



134 



(19) 
Chaungid had I my ^ pas / some seiden eke, 
for here and there / forthe stirte I as a Roo, 
none abode ^ / none arrest, but all brain-seke. 
A-nother spake / and of me seide also, 
my feete weren aye / wavynge to and fro 
whane that I stonde shulde / and withe men talke, 
and that myne eyne ^ / sowghten every halke. 

(20) 
I leide an ere aye to / as I by * wente, 
and herde all / and thus in myne herte I c&it : 
of longe abydynge here / I may repent[e] ; * 
leste, of hastinesse / I at the la8t[e] 
answere a^myse / best is hens bye fast[e] ; 
for yf I in this preace / a-mysse me gye, 
to harme will ^ it me turne / and to f olly[e]. 

(21) 
And this I demyd well / and knew well eke, 
what-so-evar I shuld answere or sey, 
they wold[en] ^ not have® holde it worthe a leke ; 
for why / as I hadd lost my tonges key, 
Kepte I me cloos / and trussyd me my wey, 
drowpynge and hevye / and all woo bystaJ ; 
small cawse had I / me thowght[e], to be glade. 

(22) 
My sprites / laboryd [euere] bysyly • 
to peinte countinaunce ^^ / chere and loke, 
for that men spake of me / so wonderingly, 
and for the very shame / and fere I qwoke ; ** 
thowghe myne herte had be / dypped in y* broke, 152 
It wete and moyste I-now was of my swot, 
whiche was no we frostye colde / now tiry hoot. 154 



138 



140 



141 



145 



147 



148 



mo 



' Noon abooil ' yen * by : Iwj St 



• may me repent • wole ' wolden • ban 
• labouriden / cncm ful bisily *" countenaunce " wook 
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155 At borne I looki 
ill the gbuis. 



159 



IGl 



162 



and tlioiifflit I 
WM all right. 



(23) 
And in mj chamber at home when I ^ was 
my selfe alone * ^ I in this wyse wrowght : 
I streite vnto my myrrowr / and my glas,^^ 
to loke how that me / of my chere thowght[e], 
yf any [other] were * it / than it owght[e] ; 
for fayne wolde I / yf it had not * be right, 
amendyd it / to my kunynge and myght 

(24) ^ 

Many a sawte made I to this myrrowre, 

thinkynge, ** yf that I loke in this manere 

amonge folke / as I now do,^ none errowr 

of sospecte loke / may in my face appere, ^ 

this coontinance, I am svre,® and this chere, 

If I forthe vse / is no thinge reprevable 

to them that have / conseytes resonable/' 

(25) 
And ther&-with-all / I thowght[e] thus anon : 
** men in theyr ^ owne case / bene blynd alday, 
as I bane hard say / many a day agon, 
and in that [same] plyght ^ / I stonde may ; 
how shall I doo / which is the be8t[e] way^ 
my trowbled spirit / for to bringe at * re8t[e] t_y 
yf I wist howe / fayne wolde I do the best[e]." 

(26) 
Sythen I recoveryd was / have I full ofte * 
Cawse had of angre / and ympacience, 
where I borne have it ^^ / esely and softe, 
sufferynge wronge be done to me, and offence, 
and nowght ^^ answeryd ageyn / but kept sylence, 180 iildheidmy 
lest that men of me / deme would, and seyne, "^*^* 

' se how this man / is fallen in agayne/ 182 

^ >at I * aloone ' othir were * not had bene 
• nowe do • sure ' her • same plite • in *• it 

" not 



166 



168 



169 



bat perhape 
couldn't aee my 
realftate. 



173 



175 



176 [le*f6,b«.k] 



I've Buflerd 
wrong. 
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XX hocclevb's complaint, tet some thought me mad. 



Coming fh>m 
Westminster, 



I thought I WM 
R fool to show 
myself; 



and yet in kept 
in» I should be 
held worse. 



(27) 
As that I ones^ / fro westmynstar cam, 183 

Yexid full grevously / withe thowghtfuU hete, 
thus thowght I / " a great fole I am, 
this pavyment / a dayes thus to bete, 
and in and out / labour[e] fast and swete, 187 

wonderinge / and hevynes to purchace, 
sythen I stand ^ out / of all favour and grace." 189 

(28) 
And then thowght I / on that othar syde : 190 

*' If that I not be sene / amonge the prees, 
men deme wele * / that I myne heade hyde, 
and am werse than I am / it is no leee." 

lorde, so my spirite / was re8t[e]le8, 194 

1 sowght[e] reste / and I not it found, 

but aye was trouble / icdy at myn bond. 196 

(29) 
I can't Stop fdiu' I may not lett a man / to ymagine 197 

IJuicies} 

ferre above the mone / yf that hym lyst ; 

there-by the sowthe / he may not determyn[e], 

but by the prefe / bene thing[e]8 knowne * & wisto ; 

many a dome / is wrappyd in the myst ; 201 

man by his dedes / and not by his lokes, 

shall knowne be / as it is writen in bokes. 203 

(30) 
by taste of frewte / men may well wete and knowo 204 
what that it is / othar prefe is there none ; 
every man wott well that / as that I trowe, 
^right so they / that demen my witt is gone, 
as yet ^ this day / there demy the many a one * 208 

I am not well / may, as I by them goo, 
taste and assay / yf it be so or noo. 210 



■n<l some deem 
memadsUU. 



* ooncs ' stone • wolo * knowen • xit 

* many oon 



XX. HOOOLBVB's OOMPLAINT. I HAVE MY WITS AGAIN. 
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A man's wlu 
oughtn't to b« 
Jodtpd by hU 
looks. 



(31) 

Vpon a looke / is harde, men them to grownde 211 

what a man is / there-by the sothe is hid ; 

whither his wittes / seke bene or sounde, 

by cowntynaunce / it is not wist ne kyd ; 

thowghe ^ a man harde / have ones bene bityde, 215 

God shilde it shuld / on hym contynue alway ; 

by comunynge / is the best assay. 217 

(32) 

I mene to comon ^ of thing[e]s mene, 218 

for I am but right lewde / dowt[e]les, 

and ygnoraunte / my cunnynge is full lene» 

yet homl^ reason / know I nevartheles ; 

not hope I founden be / so resonles 

as men demen / marie, christ forbede ! 

I can no more / preve may the dede. 

(33) 

If a man ones / fall in dronkeuesse, 

shall he contynewe / there-in evar mo ] 

nay, thowghe a man doo / in drinkynge excesse 

so ferforthe / that not spoake he ne can, ne goo, 

and his wittes / welny ben refte hym froo, 229 

and buryed in the Cuppe / he aftarward 

Corny the to hym selfe agayne / ellis were it hard ; 231 beoora«« sober; 

(34) 

Eight so / thowghe my * witt / were a pilgrime, \ 232 

and went[e] fer fro home / he cam agayne ; 

God me voydyd * / of this * grevous venyme 

that had enfectyd / and wildyd my brayiie. 

se how the curtese loche moste sovereyne, \ 236 

vnto the sycke / gevythe ^ medi«yne i 

in nede / and hym relevythe of liis peyneJ 238 



222 I**n n^ •« witless 
M folk think. 



224 



225 A man who gets 
drunk OQoe 



and tho' I went 
outofmj mind, 

God cured me. 



Tliou| ' commone 
» the • jeueth 



' )>at my * deuoidod 
' greuous piue 



104 



XX. HOOCLEVB's OOMPLAINT. it's nVB FOR MB TO DI& 



Some men look 
fuoU, 



aiid yet prote 
wIm. 



neAr6,bMk] 

StllU (ho* I look 
■aue. 



a wlie man nerer 
stood on my feet ; 



and nnall wit aa 
Ihad, 



it's 



now> 



(35) 

Now let this passe / god wott, many a man 239 

semjthe full wyse / by cowntenaunce and chere, 

whiche, and he tastyd were what he can, 

men myghten licken bym / to a fooles pere ; 

and some man lokethe / in foltyshe maner[e] 243 

as to the outward dome / and ludgement, 

that at the prese / desciete is and prudent 245 

(36) 

but algates, howe so be / my countynannce, 246 

debate is now none / bytwyxt me and my wit, 

all-thowghe there were / a dysseveraunce 

as for a tyme / betwyxt me and it ; 

the greatar harme is myne, that nevar yet ^ 250 

was I well lettered / prudent and discrete, 

there nevar stode yet / wyse man on my fete. 252 

(37) ^ 

The sothe is this / suche conceit as I had, 253 

and vndarstondynge / all were it but small, 

byfore that my W}'tt[e]s / wearen vnsad, 

(thanked be owr lorde Iheau christ of all !) 

suche have I now / but blowe is ny ovar all 257 

the reverse / where-thorwghe is the momynge 

whiche cawsethe me / thus syghe ^ in complaynynge. 

(38) 
sythen my good fortune / hathe changed his ' chore, 



It's high time for byc time is me / to crepe in-to my grave, 
to lyve Ioy[e]les / what do I beret 



261 



I in myne hertc / can no gladnes have ; 
I may but small sey / but yf men deme I rave, 264 
sythen othar thinge the[n] * woo / may I none grype, 
vnio my sepulture / ame I nowe ripe. 266 



5it • 8y)e • hir ♦ >wi 



XX. HOOOLBVS'S OOMPLAIKT. POLKS OAN'T 8BB THAT i'm WELL. 105 

(39) 

My well, ad we / farwell, my good fortune ! 267 my good up 

out of yowp tables / me playned have ye ; 

sythen well ny eny wyght / for to comune 

with me lothe is / farwell prosperitie ! baa gone. 

I am no lengar / of your lyveiye ; 271 

ye have me put / out of yowr remembraunce ; ^ 

adewe, my good adventure / and good chaunce ! 273 

(40) 

And as swithe after / thus by-thowght I me : 274 

yf that I in this wyse / me despeyre, Uutatui, 

It is purchase / of more advarsytye ; 

what nedethe it / my feble wit appeire ; 

sythe god bathe made / myne helthe home repayre 278 i «» weii again, 

blessed be he / and what men deme or^ speke, ^*'»»»^ o«d; 

suffre it, thinke I / and me not on me wreke. 280 

(41) 

but some dele had I / reioysynge amonge, 281 Deaf 7] 

and gladnese ' also / in my spirite, 

that thowffhe the people / toke them mis & wronge, and tho' folk 

, , ' doD'ttainkmeBO, 

me demynge / of my 8yck[e]nesse not quite, 

yet for they / compleyned / the bevy plite 285 they faei for me. 

that they had sene me in / with tendemesse 

of hertes cherte / my grefe was the lesse. 287 

(42) 

In them put I no defawlte but one ; 288 

that I was hole / they not ne deme kowlde, Tiiey can't beiieTe 

' '' ' I'm well, 

and day by day / they se me by them gon 
In heate and colde / and neythar still nor lowde 
knew they me do suspectly / a dirke clowde 292 

theyr* syght obscuryd / with-in^ and with-out[e], 
and for all that / were they * in suche a dowt[e]. 294 

^ retenaunce ' and ' a gladnesae ^ Hir 
• withynue • ay 



106 



XX. hoocleve's complaint, a mourner's complaint. 



tho* mj feUow- 
clerks of the 
Privy-Settl have 



told them I am. 



The other day 
a book ofooiiaol- 
ation bj 



Reason^ 



eomrortcd me. 



[IcafT.backJ 

Thomas* 



A mouniiu HUB 
oumirialiid of 



(43) 

Axid have^ they / full ofte sythe, and freined 295 

of my fellaw[e]8 / of the prive seale, 

and preyed them to tell them / w/tA ^ hert vnfeynyd, 

how it stode wyth me / whither yll ^ or welL 

and they the sothe / told them every dell, 299 

but they helden / ther word[e]8 not but lea ; 

they myghten as well / have holden ther pes. 301 

(44) 

This troubly lyfe / hathe all to longe enduryd, 302 

not have I wyst / how in my skynne to tiime ; 

but now my selfe / to my selfe have ensured, 

for no suche wondrynge / aftar this to mome ; 

as longe as my lyfe / shall in me soiome, 306 

of suche ymaginynge / I not ne reche ; 

lat them drem ^ as them ^ lyst / and speke & dreche. 

(45) 

This othar day / a lamentacion 309 

of a wofuU man / in a boke I sye, 

to whome word[e]8 / of consolation 

Eeason gave ^ / spekynge e£fectuaUy ; 

and well easyd / myn herte was ther-by ; 313 

for when I had a while / in the boke red, 

with the speche of Eeason / was I well fed. 315 

(46) 

The hevy man / wofuU and angwysshiows, 316 

compleyned in this wyse / and thus seyd he : 

* my Jyfe is vnto me / full enconberows ; 

for whithar / or vn-to what place I flye, 

my wyekednesses / evar folio we ® me, 320 

as men may se / the shadow a body swe, 

and in no maner / I may them eschwe. 322 

* Axide han ^ vn^ • yucl * deem • hem 
* added later in margin ^ )af '* foloweu 



XX. hocclevb's complaint, reason comforts the mourner. 107 



323 vexation, 



327 



329 



330 andwitlitfor 
deuUi. 



334 



336 



(47) 

* vexation of spirite / and torment 
lake I right none / I have of them plente ; 
wondarly byttar / is my taa[s]t ^ and sent ; 
wo be the * tyme / of my naty vyte, 
vnhappy man / that evar shuld it ^ be I 
deathe, thy strooke / a salve is of swetnes 
to them that lyven / in sache wrechednes. 

(48) 

* Gretar plesaunce / were it me to dye, 
by many folde / than for to ly ve soo ; 
sorows so many / in me multiplye, 
that my lyfe is / to me a wery* foo ; 
comfortyd / may I not be of my woo ; 
of my distrese / se none end I can, 
no force how sone / I stinte to be a man/ 

(49) 
Than spake Eeason / * what menythe all this fare] 337 Reason^ 
thowghe welthe be not frindly to the yet, 
out of thyn herte / voyde wo and care ! ' 

* by what skyll / how / and by what rede and wit,' 
8eyd[e] this wofuU man / *myght I done it]' 341 

* wrastle,' qwode Keason / * a-gayne hevynesses 
of the worlde / troubles, su£fring and duresses. 343 

(50) 

' beholde how many a man / sufifrethe des8eas[ej 

as great as thow / and all a way greatar ; 

and thowghe it them pinche / sharply and sese, 

yet paciently / they it suffar and here : 

thynke here-on / and the lesse it shall the dere : 348 

suche sufferaunce is / of mans gylt clensynge, \ 

and them inablethe / to loye evarlastinge. 350 



Thomas^ 



Reason^ 



344 to look at other 
folks' greater iiUi 



* laoflt ' be be * I 

' later, in the margiu. 



* verre 
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XX. HOOCLEVS'S COMPLAINT. I HEAR REASON. 



[leaf 8] 

Trouble It com- 
nioD to all. 



and ahoold be 
borue 



aa a ponithmeut 
fur Bin. 



(51) 

* woo, hevynes / and tribulation, 
comon are ^ to men ^ all / & profitable, 
thowghe grevows be / roann[e]8 temptacion, 
It sleythe man not / to them that ben sufferable, 
and to whom god[de]6 stroke / is acceptable, 
purveyed loye is / for god woundythe tho 
that he ordeyned hathe / to blysse to goo / 



351 



y 



(52) 



/ ^ 



I took Rcaeon'e 
teaching to heart, 



/*^Gold purgyd is / thou seyst, in the fumeis, 
for the fyner and clenner / it shall be ; 
of thy disease / the weyght and the peis 
here lyghtly / for god, to prove the, 
s^orgyd the hathe / with sharpe adversitie ; 
not gruche and sey / " why susteyn I thisl" 
for yf thow do / thow the takest amis ; 

(53) 

ttt thus thow shuldest / thinke in thyn herte, 
a^d sey, '' to the, loide god / I have a-gylte 
^0 sore : I moot / for myn offensis smerte 
as I am worthy / lorde, I am spilt^ 
ut thow to me / thy* mercy praunt[e] wilt, 
am full swre / thow maist it not denye ; 
lord, I me repent / and I tho mercy crye." * 

(54) 

lenger I thowght[e] / red haue in this boke, 
but so it shope / that I ne myght[e] nowght ; * 
he that it owght / agayne it to * hym toke, 
me of his haste vnware / yet have I cawght 
sume of the doctryne / by reason tawght 
to tho man / as a-bove have I sayde, 
where-of * I hold[o] me / full well apayde. 



{ 
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357 
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362 



364 



365 



369 



371 



372 



376 



378 



aren 



me ' )>i ; the St ^ nau^t ' to to. Dm* 
• WclJvroC 



ZJL hooclevb's complaint. I'll bear my troubles. 109 

(55) 
for evar sythen / set haue 1 the lesse 379 «»<> >»*^e since 

put up with foiki* 

by the peoples / ymagination, utu or my uiimm. 

talkynge this aud that / of my sycknesse, 

whiche came of god[de]8 visytacion ; 

myght I have be fonnd / in probation, 383 

not grutchynge / but have take it in soffraunce, 

holsome and vyse / had be my govemaunce. 385 

(56) 

farwell my sorow / I caste it to the cok. 386 n««f s, \»ck] 

with pacience / 1 hens-forthe thinke vnpike i*» «npick the 

lock of my woes, 

of suche thowghtfull dissease and woo / the lok, 

and let them out / that have me made to sike ; »et tiiem out, 

here-afbar owr lorde god / may, yf hym lyke, 390 

make all myne olde affection resorte ; 

and in hope of that / woll I me comforte. 392 



\ 



(57) 

Thrwghe ^ gods iost dome / and his iudgement, \ 393 

and for my best[e] / now I take and deme, wd toke my 

gave ^ that good lorde / me my punishement : the best. 

in welthe I toke of hym / none hede or yemc, 

hym for to please / and hym honoure and qucmc, . 397 

and he me gave a bone / on for to knaw[e], God inive me % 

bonetognuw. 

me to correcte / and of hym to have awe. j 399 

(58) 

he gave me wit / and he toke it away ( \ 400 

when that he se * / that I it mys dy8pent[e], 

and gave agayne / when it was to his pay, 

he grauntyd me / my giltes to repent[e], 

and hens-forwarde / to set myne entent[e], 

vnto his deitie / to do plesaunce, 

and to amend / my synfull govemaunce. 406 

» ThoniJ ' 5af ' s y 



404 rn now try to 
please Ond und 
to Rmend. 
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XXI. hoocleve's dialog, his talk with a friend 



(69) 

I thiink Him lawdo and lionore / and thanke vnto the be, 
lorde god / that salve art / to all hevynes 1 
thanke of my welthe / and myne adversyte, 
thanke of myne elde / and of my 8ek[e]ne8e ; 
and thanke be / to thyne Infinite goodnese 

mid appeti to Hit for thy gyftes and benefices all[e], 

and vnto thy mercye and grace I call[e]. 



407 



mercy. 



411 



413 



JHalogne with a 
Friend, 



A fHen<l knocks 
at my door. 



I ask him in, 



and rend mT 
'Complaint 'to 
hUn. 



XXI. 

[Thomaa Hoccleve (in Stowe's hand).] 

[Bialoflus cum 9mico.] a^ter, hi pencil) 

(1) 

A nd, endyd my * complaynt ' / in this mancre, 1 
one knocked / at my chambre dore sore, 
and cryed a-lowde / *howe, hoccleve! arte thow 
here? 

open thy dore / me thinkethe [it] full yore 

sythen I the se / vrhat, man, for god[de]8 ore 5 

come out / for this quartar I not the sy, 

by owght I wot' / and out to hym cam I. 7 

(2) 
This man was my good fryndo / of fam a^on, 8 

that I speke of / and thus ^ he to me seyde : 

* Thomas / as thow me lovest, tell a-non ^ 

what dydist thow / when I knocked and leydo 

80 fast upon thy dore * / And I obeyde 12 

vnto his will / ** come in," quod I, ** and se." 

and so he dyd / he streyght went in with me. 14 

(3) 
To my good frind / not thowght I to make it queinte,' 

ne my labowre / from hym to hyde or leyne ; 16 

and right anon / I redd hym my * complaynt ' ; 

and that done / thus he seyde, * sen we twayno 

bene here / and no mo folke / for goil[de]8 peyne, 19 



Jms. 



anoou 



qiiotte 



HOCCLEVE's dialog. I insist on publishing my * COMPLAINT.' Ill 



Mj (Hend adviMS 
me not to mHke 
my ' Complaint ' 
public, 



■■ folk have for- 
gotten mjr liumry. 



Thomas, soffar me speke / and be not wrothe, 

for the to ofirend[e] / were me full lothe. 21 

(4) 
' That I shall saye / shall be of good entent[e] : 22 

hast thow made this complaynto / forthe to goo 

amonge the people * / "ye, friend ; ** so I ment[e] ; 

what ells ^ / * Nay, Thomas, ware, do not soo ! 

yf thou be wyse / of that mattar hoo, 26 

reherse thow it not / ne it a- wake ; 

kepe all that cloos / for thyn honours sake. 28 

(S) 
* how it stode with the / leyde is all a-slepe ; 29 

men haue forget it / it is owt of mynd ; 

tliat thou towche there-of / I not ne kepe ; 

let be ; that rede I / for I can not finde 

man to speake of it / in as good a kynde 33 
as thow hast stonde / amonge men or this day, 

stondyst thow nowe ' / " A, nay," quod I, " nay, nay ! i »*ru»e» 

(6) 
" Thowghe I be lewde / 1 not so fere-forthe dote ; 36 n««f », *»«•><] 

1 wott what men haue seyde / aud seyne of me ; 
ther word[e]s have I not / as yet forgote ; 

but greate marvayle have I / of yow, that yo 

no bet of my * compley ute ' / avysed be, 40 

sythen, mafey / I not redd it vnto yow 

so longe a-gone / for it was but right now. 42 

(7) 
" If ye toke hede / it makethe mention 

that men of me speke / in niyne audience 

full hevely / of your entencion 

I thanke you / for of benevolence, 

wott I full well / procedith yowr sentence ; 47 

but certis, gooil Mnde / that thinge that I here, 

can I witnesse / and vnto it refere. 49 

1 ellis 



43 M men talk of mj 
illneM In my 
betuiog. 



112 nOCCL. DIALOG. I SUFFER BY OOd's WILL, NOT MT OWN ILL-DIEDS. 



mid I'm not 

a«liiimedorOod't 

punbhinent. 



I mIm trant men 
tti know Uint 
Jeauii liM cured 
me. 



(8) 
" And where as that ye / me counseile and rede, 50 
that for myne honore / showlde I by no weye 
any thiuge mynge / or towche of my wildhede, 
I vnto that / annswere thus and saye : 
of god[de]8 stroke / how so it peyse or waye, 54 

owght no man to thinke / reprefe or shame ; 
hi8 chastUynge / hurtithe no mans name. 56 

(9) 
'* An othar thinge / ther mevithe ^ me also ; 57 

sythen my syck[e]tie8se / sprad was so wyde 
that men knew well / how it stode with me tho, 
so would I now / vpon that othar syde 
wist were / how our lord Ihera, which is gyde 61 

to all relefe / and may all hertes cure, 
relevyd hathe me / synfull creature. 63 

(10) 

'* had I be for an homysede yknowe, 64 

I'm not a thief or or an extorciouer / or a robbowr, 

A coin*dipper, or 

or for a coin * clypper / as wyde y-blowe 

as was my syckenese / or a werriowr 

a-gayne the faythe / or a falce mayntaynowr 68 

of cawsys / thowghe I had a-mendyd me, 

them to have mynged / [would] have been nicete ; 70 

(") 

[leaf w] " And why / for tho proceden of frailtie 71 

of man hym selfe / he brewy the all[e] tho ; 
for sythen god to man / gy ven ' hathe libertie, 
a wiiftu evil-doer, which chese may / for to do well or no, 

yf he myse-chese / he is his owne foo ; 75 

and to reherse his gilt / whiche hym accusethe, 
honor saythe nay / there he scilence excusithe. 77 



inene> 



' coin S. oomon Dm. 



XXI. H0CCLEVB8 DIALOG. HE COMPLAINS OP UGHT COIN. 



113 



(12) 



78 



82 



" but this is / all a-nothar case sothelye : 

this was the stroke of god / he gave me this ; 

and sythe he hathe / withe-drawe it curteisly, 

am I not holden [tell] it owt / yes ; 

but yf god had this thanke / it wer amyse.^ 

In feythe, frind« / [I thenke] make an open ^ shryfte, 

and hyd[e] not / what I had of his gyfte. 84 

(13) 

" If that a leche / curyd had me so, — 

as they lacken all / that science and myght, — 

a name he shulde / have had for evar mo, 

what cure he had done / to so seke a wight. 

and yet my purs / he wolde have made f idl lyght ; 

but curteys Ihe^u / of his grace pacient, 

axitb not / but of gilte amendement. 



(14) 

** The benefice of god / not hyd be shuld[e] : 

sythen of myne hele / he gave me triacle, 

It to confese / and thanke hym, am ^ I hold[e], 

for he in me hathe shewyd his myracle ; 

his vysytacion is a spectacle 

in whiche that I / beholde may and se, 

bet then I dyd / how great a lorde is he. 

(16) 

" but, frind, amonge the vises that right now 
rehersed I, one of them, dare I saye, 
hathe hurt me sore / and I wot well ynow 
so hathe it mo / which is feble * moneye : 
many a man this day / but they gold wey[e], 
of men / not wole it take ne receyve, 
and yf it lake his peis / they woU * it wcive. 



89 



91 



103 



105 



^ MS. anyse ' make I thenke an open 
* feole St. ' wole 
HOCCLEVE, M.P. — II. 



* as Dm. 



but only a vufTerer 
from Uie stroke of 
Ood. 



85 Ifa doctor had 
cured me. 



Iie'd have been 
highly praiad. 



92 Surely then I 
ahouldn't hide 
God'a benefltn to 
me. 



96 



98 



99 Among present 
vices is that of 



light coin. 



114 HOCCLBVE'a DIALOG. HE COMPLAINS OF WA8HT AND CUPT COIN. 



[leaf 10, bock] 



Folk dip coin. 



and hnrt the 
poor. 



Tlt« poor ar* 
inJiinNl bj coins 



thind & dipt. 



I hftTebMn. 



SwMtenofeoin 
•hoald be hang. 



(16) 

"how may it holde his peiso / when it is waishe 106 

SO that it lackethe ^ / somewhat iu thiknese 1 

the falce people / no thinge them ahashe 

to clyp it eke / in ^ hrede and in rowndnese, 

in that ^ it shulde be / alweye the lesse : 110 

the pore man / amonge all othar is 

full sore anoyed / and grevyd in this. 112 

(17) 

" If it be golde and hole / tliat men hym profro 113 

for his Irtbowre / or his chaff ar lent, 

take it yf him lyst / and put it in his coffre, 

for wasshinge or clyppynge / hold hym content 

or leve / he got none othar payment ; 117 

it semythe but small / othar is there ; 

trewthe is absent / but falshed is not for. 119 

(18) 

" how shall the pore do / yf in his holde 1 20 

no more money / he ne have at all, 

par cas / but a noble / or halfpeny of golde, 

and it so thin is / and so narowe and smale, 

that men the eschaunge eschewen ovar all 1 124 

not will it goo / but moche * he there-one lese ; 

he mote do so / he may none other chese. 1 2G 

(19) 

" I my self e in this case / bene have, or this, 127 

wherefore I know it / a grete dell * the bett 

he that in falsynge of coyne / gilty is, 

hathe great wronge / that he nere ^ on a ^ gebet ; 

It is pitie / that he there-from is let, 131 

sythen he thero-to hathe / so great title and right : 

Keigne Justice / and preve on them thy myght ! 133 

* lattice ' it eke it in • in than ; h that St 
* miche ^ dele • nerc S. ' h*. 



zxi. hocclrve's djaloq. of sweaters and false coiners. 115 

(20) 
" when I this wi-ote / many me dyd amyse ; 134 

they weyed gold / vnhad aucthoritie ; 
no statute [made] was ^ then / as [|>at] now ^ is ; 
but sythen golde to wey / chargid now ben we, Kow ui Act or 

Keason axith / that it obeyed be ; .138 weighing of ooiu 

now tyme it is / unto weight[e]8 vs draw[e], 
sythen that the parlyament / hathe made it a la we. 140 

(21) 
" yet othar shrewes / done a worse gyn ; 141 peaf ii] 

and tho bene they / that the coyne countarfete, coanterfwteri of 

coin nuikt tlieni'- 

and they that with gold / coper, cloth and tyn, MiTMaiMtin 

to make all seme gold / they swinke and swete 

In hell[e] for to purchace / them a sete : 145 

If thethur lede them / theyr ^ fake covetise, 

that purchas made was / in a foltyshe wyse. 147 

(22) 
"what cawsethe, trowe* ye / all this mischance? 148 
wliat oomforte gy ven * is / to this vntn^the 1 
In fey the, men seyne / it is the mayntynance Tiitevnisdone 

•^ ' *' ; -^ • bythemalnten- 

of great[e] folke / whiche is great ^ harme & nithe. aiio« of great folk, 

god graiint here-aftar / that ther be no slowthe,^ 152 

of this treason / punishement to do, 

ryght such as that is / parti nent ther- to. 154 

(23) 
" they that coneenten / to do that falshede, 155 

as well as the werkars / withe peyne ogall 

punished * owght to be / as that I rede. who ought to be 

now, manyteynors / be ware now of a fall ! 
I speke of no parson / in especiall ^ ; 159 

In contries dyvers / is thei-e many one 
of yow / and hathe bene *^ / many a day a-gon. 161 

^ made was ; was Dm. ' )>at nowe ; now St. • her 

* troweii • )ouen • a great ' sloii]>e ; 8how>e Dm. 

* pUTiiHcbid • special ** be 

I 2 
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XXI. HOCCLEVES DIALOG. OF THE FALSING OF OOIK. 



FaI««Kwiiiinf( 
hanot Uie king 



mnd tht pe<^»l«, 



(24) 
" Alas / that to owr Kyng[e]8 preiudice, 1 62 

and harme to all / his lige people trew[e], 
Continue shall / this fowle and cursed vice 
of falsynge of coyne / not begone of new[e], 165 

whiche / and it forthe goo / many one shall it rew[e]. 
Grod and our Kyuge / remedye all this grefe, 
for to the people / it is a foule mischefe. 1 68 



(25) 



169 



who call tar Ten- 
gcKOce on tht 
tkbe moneytn. 



" by comon harme / is not small to 8et[te] ; 

that venom / ovar wyde and brod[e] spredethe : 

grete merit were it / suche thinge stope and let[to], 

as that the comon / in-to myschefe ledythe. 172 

the voyce of the people / vengaunce on yow gredithe, 

ye cursed men / ye false moneyours, 

and on yowre onteris / and yowr maynt«*ynours I 175 



[lean 1, back] 

But I fear thM0 
caned feUowt 
won't b% pantiht. 



(26) 
" 0, this I drede alweye / this heviethe me 176 

many a sythe / that punishement 
none fall[e] shall / on this cursed meynye ; 
how trewe so be / ther enditement,^ 
owr lyge lorde / shall be so Innocent, 180 

that vnto hym / shall hyd be y^ notice ; 
vnwasshen gold / shall wasshe^ a-way that vice. 182 

(27) 
** Enformed shalbe / his hie excellence 183 

by menes / whom that the lady moneye 
hath rowned with / and shewyd evidence 
In plate / that all wronge is that men seye 
theyTi trick him, of that false folke / my sowle dare I laye, 187 

and«cap«. 

tho mens * shullen have / no defecty ve plate ; 

here recoyte shall bo / good and fyne algate. 189 

' enditemetit ; entendement St. ' waisnhe ; vanyshe St 

' meenes 



Tho' Um King HI 
b* told who th« 
lUte coinera art. 



XXI. hocolevs'b dialog. I'll enoush *lbarn to die.* 117 

(28) 

** Nowe in good faythe / I drede there shall be 190 

auche multitude / of that falce secte 

with-in this two yere / or ellis thre, 

but yf this stynkynge errowr / be correcte, iruiisevii un't 

oorroctou. 

that so myche ^ of this land / shall be infecte 194 

there- withy that trewthe shall a-downe be throw [e], truth wuibt 

and that cursed falshed / it * overgrow[e]. 196 

(29) 

" lo, frinde / nowe haue I myne en tent vnreke 197 

of my longe tale / displese yow nowj^ht." 

* nay, Thomas, nay / but late me to the speke : 

when thy compleynt / was to the end ybrowght, My mwa vu 

cam it owght in thy purpos / and thy thowght, 201 IL wriU* "**" 

owght ell[e]s ther-with / to have made than that 1 ' 

" ye, certayne, frind " / * nowe, good Thomas, what 1 ' 

(30) 

" frinde, that I shall you tell / as blyve, y-wys : 204 [leaf it] 
in latyn have I sene / a small tretisfel, I've mcu « L.iHn 

• • « 1 # \ I IT 11 1 . trtaXiw ' Learn f 

whiche * leme for to dye / I-callyd is : du; 

a bcttar restreynte / know I none fro vice : 207 

for whan that deathe / shall men ^ from hence * trice, 
but he that lesson / lemed have or than, 
war that / for* deathe comethe, wot ther no wyght whan. 

(31) 
" And that have I purposed to translate, 211 «nd i m«an to 

■^ ' eiiKlish it. 

If god his grace / lyst ther-to me leiie, 

sythen he of helthe / hathe openyd me the gate ; 

for where my sowle is / of vertwe all lene, 

and thrwghe my bodyes gilt / fowle^ & vnclene, 215 

to dens it / some-what by translation 

of it, shall be / myne occupation. 217 

* moche ' it ; is St. ' man * hennos 

• for ; aud St. • k fowle St. 



118 XXI. hoccl&ve's dialog. I'll English ^ learn to die/ 

(32) 

" for I not only / bat, as that I hope, 218 

This traatiM 11 many an othar wight / eke there-by shall 

nuike iiMn take . . i ri> 11 < i i 

•ocoant of their his consyence / [fulj tenderly grope, 
'"' and withe hym selfe acompte, & reken of aU 221 

that he hathe in his ^ Ijrfe / wrowght, great & ' small, 
while ho tyme hathe / & freshe wit and vigowr, 
and not abyde / vnto his dethes howr. 224 

(33) 

** man may m this tretis / here-aftarward, 225 

yf that hym lyke / rede and beholde, 
and not (toiay tiu consydor and se well / that it is full hard 

they «rt near _ 111-1/.1 

deaUi. delay accompts 7 tyll lyfe begyne to colde ; 

short tyme is then / of his offencis olde 229 

to make a iust / and trew[e] rekenynge ; 

sharpnes of peyne / is there-to great hindringc. 231 

(34) 

nean«,bttck] " Not hath * me stiryd / my devocion 232 

to do this labour / ye shullan vndarstond[e], 
I do thia tranau- but at the exitynge / and monicion 
orTdevocTtiiuui"^ of a dtvout man / take I here on hond[e] 

this labowr / and as I cane,^ wole I fond[e] 236 

his reado, thrwghe gods grace, to parforme, 

thowghe I be bore / of intellecte and forme. 238 

(35) 
and when u'a ^* And whan that endyd is / I nevar thinke, 239 

fliiisht, I Hhall . 1 1 #A / 1 • 1 

write no more. more m englysho aftar / be occupied ; 

I may not labowr / as I dyd, and swinke ; 

my lust is not there-to / so well applied 

as it hatho bene / it is ny mortyfied ; 243 

wherefore I cesse thinke / be this done, 

the night approchethe / it is fer past none. 245 

* this 'or • corr. from *have 1/ iu St, 

* came 



XXI. BOCOLBVES DIALOG. IM 63, OLD AND SORROWFUL. 119 

(36) 
" Of age am I fifty winter and thre ; 246 i am 5S; 

Ripenesse of dethe / fast vpon me hastethe ; ^ 
my lymes sumdell / now vnweldy be ; 

all my evshi apporithe faste, and wastithe, >»y •tRht u im- 

and my concey te / a dayes now / not tastethe 250 mind um. 

as it hathe done / in yeres precedent ; 
now all a-nother is my sentement^ [Statce ends.] 252 

(37) [Ho€cleve*8 parchment begins.] 
'* More am I heuy now vp-on a day, 253 [i«if isj 

Than I sam tyme was in dayes fyue ; 
Thynge ^t or this nie thoghte game & play, 
Is emest now / ^the hony fro the hyue tiw honey it 

Of my spirit withdrawith wondir blyue; 257 iiiveurmy«piriL 

Whan al is doon / al this worldes swetnesse 
At ende torneth in-to bittimesse.* 259 

(38) 
" The fool, thurgh lone of this lyf present, J *'^i;j;iy l!;!,';^^ 
Deceyued is / but the wys man woot weel **' 

How ful this world of eorwe is, and torment ; xiw worid ia nai 

Wherfore in it / he trustith nat a deel : 
Thogh a man this day / sitte hye on the wheel, 264 
To morwe he may be tryced from his seto ; 
This hath be seen often / among the grete. 266 

(39) 
" How fair thyng / or how precious it be 267 f-Jr ««iii»p« are 

J)/it in the world is / it is lyk« a flour, 
To whom / nature yeuen hath beautcc 
Of fressh heewe / and of ful plesant colour ; 
With soote smellynge also, and odour; 271 

But as soone as it is biconien drye, and aoon io«e 

ffarwel c*)lour / and the smel gyuneth^ dye. 273 acent. 

' now hasti)> ' sentement 

' A later hand (? Stowe's) hns written * then ' over the line as if it were left out. 

* 'tornithe in to bittyeniisse, is relocated below in a later hand. 
' A later hand writes * be'gyuneth ' to.* At foot : *hongrie men seem diyures/ &c. 



120 XXI. HOCOLEVE's dialog. I HAVE TO PREPARE FOR MY DEATH. 



[lenf IS, back] 

Majeity psMM 
like a tree's 
■liadow. 



Property ia lent 
uafora time; 



but Death aoon 
deprives ua of it. 



Isn't it wise to 
provide against 
Death? 



Pear 14] 

* Yes, Tliomaa 
Hocfltfve ; 
Init yuur brain is 
wealc 



(40) 
*^ Rial mig^t and eerthely magestee, 274 

Welthe of the world / and longe & faire dajes, 
Passen / as dooth the shadwe of a tree ; 
Whan deeth is come / ther be no delayes : 
The worldes trust is brotil^ at assay es ; 278 

The wyse men / wel knowen this is sooth, 
They knowen / what deceit to man it dooth. 280 

(41) 
" Lond / rente / cattel / gold / honour / richesse, 281 
pat for a tyme lent been to been ouris, 
Iforgo we shole / sonner than we geese. 
Paleses / Maners / Castels grete & touris 
Shal vs bireft be / by deeth pat ful sour is ; 285 

Shee is the rogh besom / which shal vs aH 
Sweepe out of this world / whan god list it faH. 287 

(42) 
" And syn }at shee shal of vs make an ende, 288 

Holsum is, hit' haue ofte in remembrance, 
Or shee hir messager seeknesse vs scude. 
II Now, my freend / so good yeue yow good chaunce^ 
Is it nat good to make a purucance 292 

Ageyn the comynge of \>at messageer. 
That we may stande in conscience cleerT* 294 

(43) 
IT * yis, Thomas, yis / thow hast a good entente,^ 295 
But thy werk / hard is to parfotmne, I dreede ; 
Thy brayn, par cas / ther-to nat wole assente, 
And wel thow woost / it moot assente neede 
Or thow aboute brynge swich a deede : 299 

Now in good feith / I rede as for the beste, 
pat purpos caste out of thy myndes cheste. 301 

* brftil, first. 

' lohan Medwell, tiaslcr my lord ChainberUiD» . . prr prise 
[at top]. Also, luUr, * W. Browne.* At foot, * Thomas Carterys/ 



HOOCLBVMS DIALOG. BUT I*M 8T1LL WELL ENOUGH TO WORK. 121 



(44) 

' Thy bisy Btudie aboute swich mateere 302 

Hath cansid thee / to stirte in-to the plyt 

That thow ^f ere in / as fer as I can heere ; 

And thogh ihow deeme / thow be there-of* qwyt / 

Abyde / and thy purpos putte in respyt 306 

Til fat light wel stablisshid be thy brayn ; 

And ther-to thanne / I wole assente fayn. 308 

(45) 
* ThogH a strong fyr / Jat was in an berth late, 309 
Withdrawen be / and swept away f ul cleene / 
yit aftirward / bothe the berth and plate 
Been of the fyr warm / thogh no fyr be seene 
There as pat it was / and right so I nieene : 313 

Al-thogh past be the grete of thy seeknesse / 
yit lurke in thee may sum of hir warranesse.' 315 

(46) 

IT " 0, what is yow, freend / benedicitee 1 
Bight now, whan I yow redde my * conpleynte,' 
Made it nat mynde / it standith wel with me ? 
Myn herte with your speeche gynneth feynte. 
Shuld we be now / al neewe to aqweynte, 
f)at ban so wel aqweynted be f ul yore ? 
What / ban yee now lemed a neewe lore 1 

(47) 

" Han yee lemed / your freend for to mis-truste 

And to his wordes / yeue no credence 1 

If your frendshipe cancre so and ruste, 

Sore wole it trouble myn innocence, 

IXtt ay yow holden bane in existence 327 

A verray freend / certes, sore am I greened, 

That yee nat leeue / how god me hath releeued.^ 329 



* Your writing 
hat made jou 
craclct aKmin. 



'Stop work till 
yoar bndirt 
rlgUU' 



316 Clear 14, back] 
Hoocl«T« re- 
proaches hit 
fHend: 

I told yoa I was 
welL 

320 



322 



323 Why do you 
miatruat me ? 



' Later, in margin: 'Ryght worshipefull Fa.' At foot, 
* Hereof se . . Thomas C* 



122 XXL hoccleve's dialog, friendship should last A>b kveb. 



A true friend 
tnuto hit friend. 



(48) 

** Who so nat leeueth / what pat a man seith, 
Is signe ))at he trastith him hut lyte. 
A verray frcend yeueth credence & feith 
Vn-to his freend / what so he speke & wryfce. 
ffrendshipes lawe / nat worth wei* a myte, 
If fat vntr'st / vn-to it wei* annexid ; 
Yntnist hat • many a wight ful sore vexid. 



330 



334 



336 



Cleftf 1.%] 



I vowd to •tick 
toyoo. 



(49) 

" I with my seluen made foreward, 337 

Whan with the knotte of frondshipe I me knyttc 

Vn-to yow, }ai I nenere aftirward 

Fro pat hy hond departe wolde, or flitte ; 

Which keepe I wole ay / o, your wordes sitte 341 

Ny to myn herte / and thogh yec me nat lone, 

My lone fro yow / shal ther no wight ehoue. 343 



Tally uaj% that 
Frieiidaliip Usts 
tor tvtr. 



(50) 

" Tullius seith / Jat frendshipe verray 
Endurith euere / how-so men it assaiH ; 
ffrendshipe is noon / to loue wel this day, 
Or yeeres outhir / and aftirward faiH. 
A freend to freend / his peyne & his trauaiH 
Dooth ay / frendshipe to keepe & conserne 
Til dethes strook* pat hond a-sondir kerue. 



344 



348 



350 



Solomon Mys to 
too. 



(51) 

" To this matir' accordith Salomon — 

yee knowe it het than I hy many fold : 

Ones freend / and holde euere ther vp-on. 

In your frendshipe wei^ a slipir hold, 

If it abate wolde and wexe cold, 

pat ^^l-to now hath been bothe hoot «& warm ; 

To yow wei^ it reprcef / and to me haniu 



351 



355 



357 



XXL HOCCLBVB's dialog, his friend BID8 HIM NOT OVERWORK. 123 



(52) 



" If fat me list in this mateere dwett,^ 

And it along / for to drawe and dilate, 

Auctoritees an heep, kowde I yow tett 

Of frendshipe / but stynte I moot algate, 

Or elles wole it be ful longe & late 362 

Or I haue endid my purposid werk*, 

ffor feeble is my conceit, & dul & derk*. 364 

(63) 

" But as fat I seide eer / and sooth it is, 365 

My sclendre wit feele I as sad and stable 
As euere it was at any tyme or this : 
Thank id be our lord Ihe^u merciable ! " 

* H Yit, Thomas, herkne a word, and be souffrable, 360 
And take nat my speeche in displesance ; 

In me shalt thow fynde no variance. 371 

(54) 

' I am thy freend / as pat I haue ay been. 

And euere wole / doute it nat al, 

But truste wel, it is but seelden seen 

pat any wight / pat caght hath swich a fal 

As thy seeknesse was / pat aftir shal 376 

Be of swich disposicioun and might 

As he was erst / and so seith euery wight. 378 

(55) 

* Of studie was engendred thy seeknesse,* 379 
And fat was hard / woldest [thow] now agayn 

£utre into pat laborious bisynesse, 
Syn it thy mynde and eek thy wit had sbyn 1 
Thy conceit is nat worth a payndemayn : 383 

Let be / let be/ bisye thee so no more, 
* Lest thee repente / and reewe it ouersore. 385 

* Later, in margin : * Is the same ene (?)... he nio life in/ 
' In a later hand at top : ' per me peter hardy of* halyfax * ; 
then, rubd oat, 'ows this bok.' 



358 ClMfl5,b«:k] 



Bat I'll stop 
talking, 



tho* mj mind !• 
M flrm aa ever ii 

waa. 



Hooeteoi^BfrUnd, 
Thomaa, 

you ahall find tio 
changing in me. 



372 I am yotur friend. 



[leaf 16] 

Tour illne«M* came 
from uveraiudy. 



Don't be ■illy 
enough tu du it 
again. 



124 XXI. uoccleve's dialog, he joys in musing oyer bib books. 



(56) 
* My reed proceedith nat of froward wil, 
But it is seid of verray freendly-hede 
ffor if so-caosid secknesse on me fil 
As dide on the f right euene as I thee rctle. 
So wolde I do my self / it is no drede ; 

Solomon bida yoa And Salomon bit / aftir conseil do ; 

•dviMd. And good is it / conforme thee ther-to. 

(57) 
' He pat hath ones in swich plyt y-faii, 
But he wol rule him / may in slippen eft : 
This rede I thee / for aght pat may befatt, 
A* God lias cnred Syn pat seeknesse god hath thee byreft, 
avoid iu cauM. The causo eschue / for it is good left^ 

Namely, thyng of thoghtful studie kaght, 
Perillous is / as ^at hath me been taght 



386 



390 



392 



393 



P«ar 16, back] 



YoQ love to pora 
on your booka. 



Cl\v« up your 
aiudkvi. 



(58) 
IT ^Ki^ht as a theef pat bath eschapid ones^ 
The roop / no dreede hath eft his art to vse, 
Til pat the trees him weye vp, body and bones, 
So looth is him / his sory craft refuse / 
Sa forest thow / ioie hastow for to muse 
Vp-on thy book* / and thei'-in stare & poure, 
Til pat it thy wit / consume and deuoure. 

(59) 
* I can no more / the latter* erroui* 
Wers is, rede I / than fat pat was befom ; 
The smert of studie / oghtc be mirour* 
To thee / let yit thy studie be forbom. 
Haue of my wordes / no desdeyn or scorn ; 
ffor jwit I seye / of freendly tendemesse 
I seye it al / as wisly god me blesse. 



397 



399 



400 



404 



406 



407 



411 



413 



* Written np the side in a later hand : 
Know er thow kynt [knyt, p. 152], and then thow mayst slake ; 
If thou knyt er thow know, tlicu hytt ys to late (Sec p. 152.) 



HOCCLKVE*8 DIALOG. MY MADNESS DIDN*T COMB PROM BOOKWORK. 125 



(60) 
* If thee uat list vp-on thy self to reewe, 414 

Thomas, who shal reewe vpon thee, I preye ? 
Now do foorth, let see / and thyn harm reneewe ; 
And heuyei^ / shal it peise and weye 
Than it dide eer / ther-to my lyf I leye, 
Which thee wolde ouer mochil harme & greeue.' 
" fifreend, as to fat / answer* I shal by leeue.^ 

(61) 
" WTiere-as fat yee deeraen of me, and trowe 421 

That y of studie my disese took', — 
^Vhich conceit eek* / among the peple is sowe / — 
Trostith right wel / pat neuere studie in buok' 
Was caase / why my mynde me forsook* 425 

Bat it^ was causid of my long seeknesse, 
And othir wyse nat / in soothfastnesse. 427 

(62) 
"And for-thy neuere aftir this / preye y yow, 428 

Deemeth no more so / ne nat it mynge. 
That men kneew I had seeknesse / is ynow, 
Thogfe they make of the cause no serchynge ; 
Ther cometh but smal fruyt of swich deemynge. 432 
To yow told haue I treewely the cause ; 
Now let vs stynten heer* / & make a pause. 

(63) 
** In this keej)e I no replicacioun ; 
It is nat worth / the labour is in veyn ; 
Shal no stirynge or excitacioun 
Lette me of this labour, in certeyn. 
Trustith wel this pourpos is nut sodeyn ; 439 

Vpon my wittes stithie hath it be bete 
Many a day / of this no lenger trete.^ 441 

* Later scribbles at foot : * William . . thi . . nunny ny, * &c. 
« MS. is. 

' Later, at foot : ' Lord, Haue mcrce upon all cresten solles . . 
Johii taler . . sone frome the bcg°/ &c. 



If yoQ won't Uk« 
pity on yourself, 
who will ? 



418 



420 Hoecfeveamneeri, 



[l«if 17] 
My inMntiy 



did not come (Votn 
book-etady, 



bnt from luy long 
illness. 



I don't cure tlint 
folk should know 
about it. 



434 Let's drop it. 



435 



As to my intended 
work, 



I've thonf^ht 
nbout it long, 



126 



XXI. HOCCLEVB 8 DIALOG. I WON T GIVE UP MY WRITIXG. 



[leaf 17, bock] 



for S years. 



HoecUve't 

TbmnM, you're 
not wIm to follow 
year own Jud|(- 
ment instead of 
mine. 



(64) 

" I haue a tyme resonable abide 

Or that I thoghte in this laboure me ; 

And al to preeue my self, I so dide : 

A man in his conceit / may serchee & see 

In .V*. yeer / what he do may, pardee, 

And aftir ^at take vp-on him, and do 

Or leve / reson accordith heer-to." 

(05) 

IF * Thomas, holdist thow it a prudence, 
Reed, weyue, and wirke aftir thyn owne wit 1 
Seide y nat eer / fat Salomons sentence 
To do by reed / and by Conseil, men bit ; 
And thow desdeynest / for to folwen it 
What art thow now / presumptuous become, 
And list nat of thy mis / been vndimomc 1 ' 



442 



446 



448 



449 



4r)3 



455 



(66) 
Hoecfeve, if " Nay, frccud / nat so / yee woot well, elles-where 



Vnus sit tibi 
consiliarius 
inter millc 



My IHend, I feel 
yoa are wrong. 



[leaflH] 



Vrt told von 
plainly how 1 
stand. 



Salomon bit / * oon be thy Conseillour 457 

Among a .Mt.* aod if fat yee were 

As constant as yee han been or this hour. 

By yow wolde I be red / but swich errour 460 

In your conceit I feele now, sanz faUle, 

That in this cas yee can nat wel consaiH.^ 462 

(67) 
" ffor god woot / a blynd Cownseillour is he 463 

Which fat conseiUe shal in a mateere. 
If of a soothe /him list nat lemed be ; 
And euene swich oon fynde I now nowheere.- 
I pleynly told yow haue, the maneere 467 

How fat it w/tA mo standen hath / and stant ; 
But of your trust to me ward, be ye scant. 469 

' In the begynnyng god be my speade W3rth6 gr»ce k Tertu 
[later, at bottom]. ' MS. now heere. 



XXI. H0CCLEVE8 DIALOG. HE 18 NOT TO WORK TOO HARD. 



127 



(68) 

** Han yee agfet herd of me in communynge, 

Wherthnrgh yee og&ten deeme of me amis 1 

Haae I nat eeid reson / to your thynkygne 1 " 

IF * ifor soothe, Thomas / to my conceit / yis ; 

But euere I am agast, & dreede this. 

Thy wit is nat so mighty to susteene 

That labour / as thow thy self woldest weenc* 

(69) 

** iireend, as to ^at, he lyucth nat ^t can 
Knowe / how it standith with an othir wight, 
So wel as him self / nlthogh many a man 
Take on him more / than lyth in his might 
To knowe / )xzt man is nat ruled right 
pfit so presumeth in his iugement : 
Befom the doom / good wei^ auisament." 

(70) 

If * Now, Thomas / by the feith I to god owe, 
Had I nat taastid thee / as pat I now 
Doon haue / it had been liard, maad me to trowo 
The good plyt / which I feele wel fat thow 
Art in / I woot wel thow art wel ynow, 
What-so men of thee ymagyne or clappe, 
Now haue I god, me thynkith, by the lappe. 



470 



474 



476 



477 



481 



483 



484 



488 



490 



Haven't 1 spoken 
rvMon? 
Hoeet0v«'t frUnd, 



Yee ; bat your 
mind won't beftr 
thie new work. 



Hoeeltve. 
Who can JotlKe 
« miui'e state as 
writ «s he liiiii> 
seir? 



ffoccf«ve*t ffirud, 

[leaf 18. beck] 
Well, Thotnns, 
I've tested you, 
and believe jou 
are fit. 



(71) 

* But al 80 hertly / as I can or may, 491 

Syn fat thow wilt to fat labour thee dresse, 

I preye thee / in al maneere way 

Thy wittes to conserue / in hir fresshnesse ; 

Whan thow ther-to goost / take of hem the lesse ; 495 

To muse longe / in an hard mateere, 

The wit of man abieth it f ul deerc.' 497 



And, as jroa wi//, 
write. 



keep your wits 
fresh,' 



and don't work at 
too lianl a sutaject. 



128 



XXI. H0CCLKVE8 DIAI/Kl. I WRITE BY PITS AND }^TART& 



Mj brains won't 
•iretdi to that. 



If I ran't do my 
work easily, 
1 sliall shut roy 
buuk. 



[tear 19] 
I shall wriU by 
Marts, as tlie 
fancy takes m«, 
and stop when it 
slacks. 



(72) 

IF ** ffreend, I nat medle of matires grete ; 498 

Ther-to nat strecche may myn intellect ; 

I neuere yit was brent with studies hete ; 

Let no man holde me ther-in suspect : 

If I ligtltly / nat cacche may theffect 502 

Of thyng* in which / laboure I me purpose, 

A dieu my studio / anoon my book* I close. 504 

(73) 

'* By stirtes / whan ^at a frcssh lust me takith, 505 

Wole I me bisye now and now a lyte ; 

But whan \fat my lust dullith and asslakith, 

I styute wole / and no lengei* wryte ; 

And pardee, freend / pat may nat hyndre a mytc, 509 

As pat it seemeth to my symple auys ; 

lugeth your self* / yee been prudent and wys." 511 

(74) 

noecreve'$M4nd. IT * Sikii, Thomas / if thow do in swich wyse 512 

Then I'm content. As pot thow seist / I am ful wel couteut 

pat thow vp-on thee take pat empryse 
Which pat thow has purposed and y-ment ; 
Vn-to fat ende / yeue y myn assent, 516 

Go now ther-to / in Them Crystes name ; 
And as thow haast me seid / do thou pat same. 518 

(75) 

* I am scur pat thy disposicioun 519 

Is swich / pat thow maist more take on hoonde 
Than I first wende in myn oppinioun, 
By many fold / thankid be goddes soonde 1 
Do foorth in goddes name / & nat ne woonde 523 

o>mpoN5 and To make and wryte / what thyng pat thee list : 
uke.* "^ "* '"" J)at I nat eer kneew / now is to me wist. 525 



Set to work. In 
Clirist's name. 



* Later scribble at top : 'Thomas . . Tomas Oairdynnayr ' (!). 



zxi. hocclbvb's dialog, meant for the duke of olo'ster. 129 



(76) 

* And of o ihyng / now wel I me remembre, 
Why thow purposist in this book trauaiU : 
I trowe ^at in the monthe of Septembre 
Now last, or nat fer from / it is no faiti, — 
No force of the time^ / it shal nat auaitt 
To my mateei* / ne it hyndre or lette, — 
Thow seidist / of a book* thow wei* in dette 

(77) 

*Tn-to my lord / pat now is lieutenant. 

My lord of Gloucestre / is it nat so 1 ' 

IT " Yis soothly, freend / and as by oouenant 

He sholde han had it many a day ago ; 

Bat seeknesse and vnlust / and othir mo 

Han be the causes of impediment" 

IF ' Thomas / than this book* haast thow to him ment 1 ' 

(78) 

IT " Yee sikir, freend, ful treewe is your deemynge ; 540 

ffor him it is / ^at I this book* shal make. 

As blyue as ))at I herde of his comynge 

ffro ffrance / I penne and ynke gan to take, 

And my spirit I made to awake, 

pat longe lurkid hath in ydilnesse 

ffor any swich labour or bisynesse. 



526 [tear 19, back] 



530 

Bat didn't yoaM^ 
^^^ thatjooowda 
532 book 



533 tn tli« Lord Liea- 
tenanti the Doke 
ofGloator? 



537 



Hoeeleve. 
Ym, and he ought 
to have had it 
long ago. 



544 



546 



My new book i* 
meant for him. 
A* eoon at I heurd 
of hie coming 

H Bciliect de 
accundo reditu 
sao de ffr&ncia 

from Franco, I 
took pen and Ink. 



(79) 



547 



''But of sum othir thyng / fayn trete I wolde. 

My noble lordes herte / with / to glade, 

As ther-to bownden am I deepe, & holde ; 

On swich mateere / by god ^t me made, 

Wolde I bestowe many a balade, 

Wiste I what / good freend / teH on what is best. 

Me for to make / and folwe it am I prest. 553 



Clear SO] 

Rat I'd like to 
write MHiiething 
to gladden him 
with. 



551 



^ MS thine ; but this is surely a writing mistake. 
HOCCLEVE, M.P. — II. 



K 



130 hocclkve's dialog, the valour of the dukb of glo'bteb. 



Next to oar King 
Henrj V., 



no lord bM been 
•o good to me for 
yewra mUm 
Duke. 



I thought of 
englishing for 
him Vegetlm on 
Ckivalrw, 



bat he knows It 
alL 



Cherboorg beari 

wltneeetohit 

Taloar. 



[teftrtO^hMk] 
He besieged It 



Mid won It. 



And before, be 
won Oonetantine. 



He I* n fomuut 
Prince. 



(80) 

" Next our lord lige, our kyng victorious, 554 

In al this wyde world / lord is ther noon 

Yn-to me so good ne so gracious, 

And haath been swich / yeeros ful many oon : 

God yilde it him / as sad as any stoon 558 

His herte set is / and nat change can 

ffiro me, his humble s^ruant & his man. 560 

(81) 

"ffor him I thoghte han translated Vegece 561 

Which tretith of the art of Chiualrie, 

But I see his Knyghthode so encrece, 

pat no thyng my labour sholde edilie, 

ffor he ))at art / wel can for the maistrie. 565 

Beyonde, he preeued hath his worthynesse, 

And among othre / Chirbui^gh to witnesse. 567 

(82) 

" This worthy Prynce lay before ^t hold 568 

Wliich was ful strong / at seege many a day, 

And thens for to departe hath he nat wold, 

But knyghtly thei* abood / vp-on his pray 

Til he by force it wan / it is no nay. 572 

Due henri, ^at so worthy was and good, 

ffolwith this Prince / as wel in deede as blood. 57i 

(83) 

H " Or he to Chirburgh cam / in ioumeyynge,* 575 

Of Constantyn he wan the cloos and yle, 

ffor which / laude and honur and hy preysynge 

Eewarden him / and qwyten him his whyle. 

Thogh he befom ^t'had a worthy style, 579 

yit of noble renoun is Jwt encrees : 

He is a famous Prince / doutelees ! 581 



Chirburgh, in John Stowe*8 hand, in the margin. 



XXL hocolsve's dialog, praise of the duke of olo'ster. 131 



(84) 

" ffor to reherce or tett in special 
Euery act ^at his swerd / in steel wroot there, 
And many a place / elles I woot nat al ; 
And thogh eaeiy act come had to myn ere, 
To yepresse^ hem / my spirit wolde han fere, 
Lest I his thank* par chaunce mighte abregge 
Thoigh vnkonnynge / if I hem sholde allegge. 

(85) 

" But this I seye / he callid is Humfrey 
Conueniently, as fat it seemeth me, 
ffor this conceit is in myn herte al-wey, 
Bataillous Mars / in his natiuitee 
Vn-to fat name / of verray specialtee 
Titled him / makynge him ther-by promesse 
pat strecche he sholde in-to hy worthy nc^sse ; 

(86) 

" ffor humfrey / as vn-to myn intellect, 

' Man, make I shal ' / in englissh is to seye ; ^ 

And ]>at byheeste / hath taken treewe effect, 

As the commune fame / can by wreye : 

Who-so his worthy knyghthode / can weye 

Duely in his conceites balaunce, 

Ynow hath / wher-of his renoun enhaunce. 

(87) 

" To cronicle his actes / wet* a good deede, 
ffor they ensaumple mighte, and encorage 
fful many a man / for to taken heede 
How for to goueme hem in the vsage 
Of armes / it is a greet auauntage 



582 I cannot re1at« all 
his warlike deeds. 



586 



588 



589 ciMfti] 

He Is well named 
* HomA-ejr/ 



593 



595 



596 for that means 
* I shall make a 
man/ 



and Common 
Fame says be 
600 Is one. 



602 



603 



It would be a 
goodde^ to 
climnicle his 
feats, to encourage 
other men. 



607 



* For * expresse * ? 

' Humfrey, quasi 'homme feray' [in margin] ? in a 17th- 
Century hand. Other scribble : ' John, Thomas . . John . . I 
winsayn bene . . as . . so p AT H Hon . . Ar mo . . stoke . . 
gingen . . Wiylyam.' 



K 2 



132 BO0CLBVB*S DIALOG. HOW CAN I PLEASE THE DUKE OF €II/)*8TEnT 



ClMfSl.bM^] 
At ilie siege 
of Rouen, 



Dnke HamAvy 
did kiiighUy. 



What can I aay 
to please him F 



He caree only for 
proper things. 



[leaftt] 



609 



610 



614 



616 



JTocefeve'$ fHfnd. 
You must write 
on a worthy 
topic. 



A man before him / to haue a mirour, 
Thor-iu to see the path vn-to honour. 

(88) 
" lord / whan he cam to the seege of Boon 
ifro Chirbui^gh / whether fere or cowarJyse, 
So ny the walles / made him for to goon 
Of the town / as he dide 1 I nat souffyse 
To telle yow / in how knyghtly a wyse 
He logged him thei* / and how worthyly 
He baar him / what / he is al knyght soothly. 

(89) 
IF " Now, good freend / shoue at the cart, I yow preyo ; 
What thyng may I make vn-to his plesancel 618 

Withouten your reed / noot I what to seye." 
U ' / no, paidee, Thomas / o. no, ascafince.' 
IT " No, certein, freend / as now no cheuissance 
Can I ; your conseil is to me holsam ; 
As I truste in yow, mynystreth me sum." 

(90) 
H * Wei Thomas / trowest thow his hy noblesse 
Nat rekke / what mateere \ai it be 
J)at thow shalt make off H " no, freend, as I gesse. 
So \ai it be mateere of honestee." 
IT ' Thomas, and thanne I wolo auyse mo ; 628 

ffor who-so reed & conseil yeue shal. 
May nat on heed / foorth renne ther-wtt/i-al. 630 

(91) 
' And fat * so noble a Prince, namely. 
So excellent / worthy and honurable, 
Shal haue / needith good anys soothly, 
)>at it may be plesant and agreable 
To his noblesse / it is nat couenable 
To wryte to a prince so famous, 
But it be good mateei* and vertuons. 

^ What poem. 



621 



623 



624 



631 



635 



637 



XXI. hooolbvb's duloo. hb must tbink before hb writes. 133 

(92) 

' Thow woost wel / who shal an hous eclifie, J.S^J'J^S^^ SSw ^i^^ ^ 

Gooth nat ther-to withoute amsament, SiS!"^"^ ' without '.dvTco. 

If he be wys, for wtt// his mental ye 

flfirst is it seen / pourposid / cast & ment, SjIISTSw? 

How it shal wroght been / elles al is shent. 642 

Certes, for the defifaate of good forsighte, 

Mis-tyden thynges / fat wel tyde mighte. 644 

(93) 

* This may been vn-to thee / in thy makynge 645 
A good miiour / thow wilt nat haaste, I trowe, 

Vn-to thy penne / and ther-wtt^ wirke heedlynge, you mustn't 

Or thow auysed be wcl / and wel knowe 648 ukinx thought, 

What thow shalt wryte / o, Thomas / many a throws lavtw! "*^ 
Smertith the fool / for luk* of good auys ; 
But no wight hath it smerted pat is wys ; 651 

(94) 

* ffor wel is he waar / or he wryte or speke, 652 [learss, bMk] 
What is to do or leue / Who by prudence 

Rule him shal / no thinge shal out from him breke 

Hastily ne of rakil negligence.' 

IT " ffreend, pat is sooth / o / now your assistonce 656 Tm^ wend. 

And help / what I shal make, I now byseeche ; adviw me. 

In your wys conceit / serche yee & seeche." 658 

(95) 

IT He a long tyme in a studie stood, 659 

And af tir pat, thus tolde he his entente : 

% ' Thomas, sauf bettre auys, I holde it good, Thonuu. m w* 

Syn now the holy seson is of lente 

In which it sit euery man hiw repente ' 663 

Of his offense / and of his wikkidnesse / 

repent and coo- 
Be heuy of thy gilt / and the confesse, 665 few your »iu«. 



134 hocclsvb's dialog, how he can get womkk's fatoub aoaik. 



and make anwndi 
for them. 

You've often 
blamed women; 

have written ft 

qiMrter>eaek 

of worde against 

tliem, 

tliat Uiey've 

not forgiven or 

fbCKP^ten. 



[l«afSS] 
Now write in 
praiieoftbem. 



It want* craft 
and art to pleaee 
women. 



Bot yoa ean do 
it If 



yonll confeee 
yoar guilt. 



and pleaie them. 
Yoa can't fight. 



(96) 
< And satisfaccion do thow for it. 666 

Thow woost wel / on wommeny greet wjt^ & lak* 
Ofte haast thow put / be waar / leet thow be qwit. 
Thy woides fille wolde a quarter sak,^ 
Which thow in whyt / depeynted haaat y^iih blak* ; 
In hir repreef , mochil thyng haast thow write. 
That they nat foryeue haue / ne foryite. 672 

(97) 
* Sumwhat now wryte in honour & preysynge 673 

Of hem / 80 maist thow do correodonn 
Sumdel of thyn offense and mis-beryiige. 
Thow art cleene out of hii' affeodonn ; 
Now syn it is in thyn eleccioun 677 

Whethir thee list / hir lone ageyn purchace, 
Or stonde as thow doost / out of loue & grace / 



(98) 
' Bewar, rede I / cheese the bettre part 
Truste wel this / wommen been fefi and wyse ; 
Hem for to plese / lyth greet craft & art. 
Wher no fyr maad is / may no smoke aryse ; 
But thow haast ofte / if thow thee wel auyse, 
Maad smoky brondes / and for al fat gilt, 
yit maist thow stonde in grace / if ^t thow wilt 

(99) 
' By buxum herte & by submissiofi 
To hir graces / yildinge thee coupable / 
Thow pardon maist haue, & remissiofi 
And do vn-to hem plesance greable. 
To make partio / art thow nothyng able ; 
Humble thy goost / be nat sturdy of herte ; 
IWttre than thow art / han they maad to smertc. 



679 



680 



684 



686 



687 



691 



693 



' icyU, blame ; not wit, the little brain that Hoccleve had. 
' A sack that holds a quarter (being a doable sack), » a lot 
of words. — T. Austin. 



bocolbve's dialog, praise op women 'll please the duke. 135 



(100) 

'The wyf of Bathe, take I for auctrice 694 

pat wommen han no ioie ne deynt«e 

pat men aholde vp-on hem putte any vice ; 

I woot wel so / or lyk* to J^at, seith shee. 

By wordes writen / Thomas, yilde thee ; 698 

Euene as thow by scripture hem haast oflfendid, 

Kight so / let it be by wrytynge amendid.' 

(101) 

H " fifreend / thpgh I do so / what lust or pleisir 701 

Shal my lord haue in ^at / noon / thynkith me." 

IT ' Yis, Thomas, yis / his lust and his desir 

Is / as it wel sit / to his hy degree, 

ffor his desport / & mirthe in honestee, 705 

With ladyes / to haue daliance : 

And this book* / wole he shewen hem par chance. 707 



[lMf28.l»ckj 
Chaacer** Wife 
of BhUi lays 
women don't 
like men to make 
Uiem out vidone. 



At yon've offend- 
ed em by writing, 
700 »ow make 

ametids by IL 



The Duke Ukee 



daiiniice with 
ladies. He'll 
aliuw em your 
book. 



(102) 

' And syn he thy good lord is / he be may 
ffor thee swich mene / ^at the lightlyere 
Shuln they foryeue thee / putte in assay 
My conseil / let see / nat shal it thee dere ; 
So wolde I doon / if in thy plyt I were. 
Leye bond on thy breest / if thow wilt so do. 
Or leue / I can no more seyn ther-to. 



708 



712 



714 



and get yoa tlieir 
forgiveneea. 



(103) 

H *But thogh to wommen thow thyn herte bowe, 715 

Axynge hir graces / with greet repentance 

ffor thy gUtes / thee wole I nat allowe 

To take on thee swich rule and gouemance 

As they thee rede wolde / for greuance 719 

So greet / ther folwe mighte of it, par cas. 

That thow repente it sholdest ay, Thomas. 721 



[leafM] 



But yon muatn't 
pntyoonelf 
under wonieii'a 
rule. 



136 HOOGLEVS'S DIALOG. TAKE PATIENTLY WHATEVER WOMEN Da 



Ev« beguiled 
Adam, and Um 
ierpent her. 

But Ood Mid 
Eve should break 
tlie serpent'f 
bead. 



(104) 

H * Adam begyled was wilh Eeues reed, J^*jjj^£r^ 
And sikir 80 was shee by the Serpent, {J^l.^^ "*^ 
To whom god seide / " this wornman thyn heed 
Breke shal / for thurgti thyn enticement 
Shee hath y-broken my commandement." 726 

Now, syn wovnman had of the feend swich miglit ; 
To breke a mannes^ heed / it seemeth ligtit 728 

(105) 
soietnohnehand ' ffor why, let noon hoiisbonde / thynke it shame 729 

feel shame ir hit * x v / -i 

JJe repreef vn-to him / ne vilenye, 



wife brealc hit 
bead. 



[leaf 24, back] 
Hang up your 
hatciiet, and tit 
down. 

How do yoa and 
your wife get on ? 

Hoeetev0, 
81ie wouldn't 
like me to tell 
yoo. 



Hoeel€O0*9 /H«nd, 
If yoo want to 
liTeln 



talte iMtiently 
all UiMt womea 
•ay. 



Thogh his wyf do to him fat selue same. 
Hir reson axith haue of men maistrie 



73« 



Thogli holy writ witnesse and tostiBe Ji^ -^IrJ^i^. / 
Men sholde of hem han dominacioun, J^f • d««i~«"«' *«* 
It is the leuers in probacioun. 735 

(106) 

* Hange vp his hachet / & sette him adoun ; ^ 736 

ffor wommen wole assente in no maneero 

Vn-to fat poynt / ne fat conclusioun. 

H Thomas / how is it twixt thee & thy feere I 739 

IT " Wol, wel, quod I / what list yow thei'-of heere t 

My wyf mighte haue hokir & greet desdeyn 

If I sholde in swich cas / pleye a soleyn." 742 

(107) 

H ' Now Thomas / if thee list to lyue in ese, 743 

ProUe aftir wommennes benenolence. 

Thogh it be dangerous / good is hem plese, 

ffor hard is it / to renne in hii^ ofiense. 

What so they seyn / take al in pacience. 747 

Bettre art thow nat / than thy fadres before, 

Thomas, han been / be right wel waar therfore.' 749 

^ Why is a mau's head easier to break than a serpent's ? 
* Compare the H^ife of BcUh*a Prolog and Tale, 



JIOOOLBYB'S DIALOO. I NEVER REPROVED WOMEN IN MT ' CUPID.' 137 



(108) 
H " ffreend, hard it ia / wommen to greeue, I grante ; 



751 



But what haue I agilt / for him fat dyde, 

Nat haue I doon why / dar I me auante. 

Out of wommennes graces slippe or slyde." 

f * Yis, Thomas, yis / in thepistle of Cupyde 

Thow haast of hem / so largeliche said, 

That they heen swart wrooth / & fill euele apaid.' 756 



In yoar 

^EpisUeofCapid* 
704 [in Stowe's Hand] 
yoo'Te abuMd 
'•m, and they're 
angry wiUi you. 



(109) 

H '* fifreend / doutelees sumwhat ther is ther-in 757 

t)at sowneth but right smal to hir honour ; 

But as to ^t / now, for your fadir kyn, 

Considereth / ther-of / was I noon Auctour ; 

I nas in fat cas / but a reportour 

Of folkes tales / as they seide / I wroot : 

I nat affermed it on hem / god woot I 

(110) 

" Who so fat shal reherce a mannes sawe, 
As fat he seith / moot he seyn & nat vane,^ 
ffor, and he do / he dooth ageyn the lawe 
Of trouthe / he may tho wordes nat contrarie. 
Who-80 fat seith • I am hii* Aduersarie, 
And dispreise hir condicions and port, 
ffor fat I made of hem swich a report,' / 

(111) 

" He mis-auysed \a / and eek to blame. 

Whan I it spak* / I spak conpleynyngly ; 

I to hem thoghte no repreef ne shame. 

What world is this / how vndirstande am I ] 

Looke in the same book* / what stikith by 1 

Who so lookith aright / ther'-in may see 

piii they me oghten haue in greet cheertce, 777 



Clear 25] 



Bat I didn't write 
that myieir. 



761 I only reported 
other folka' tales. 

763 



764 Whoever reports 
a man's tilings, 
matt write wliat 
he said. 



768 And if any one 
aaya I ran down 
women becauM I 

i t\J of 'em in my 
•Cupid,' 



77 1 he it to bUme. 



»-^^ 'em. 



I didn't reprore 



On the contrary, 

Women ought to 
hold me dear. 



This is Chaucer's excuse for telliog Lis naughty Tales. 



138 XXI. hocclevb's dialog, i mban to win women's lovb. 



[leaf SS, back] 
or I don't kuow 
what'f what. 



If you'd read U 
yoa'd oonfeea 
yoor mistake. 



(112) 

" And elles / woot I neuere what is what. 778 

The book* concludith for hem / is no nay, 
Vertuoufily / my good f reend / dooth it nat 1 " 
% * Thomas, I noot / for neuere it yit I say.* 
"No, freen ^1" f *no, Thomas' / IT " Wei trowe I, 
in fay , 782 

ffor had yee red it loUy to tbA cnde, 
yee wolde seyn / it is nat as yee wende." 784 



(113) 
* Thomas / how so it be / do as I seide : 



QodieDdyoa 
their love! 



Uoeel«v«*$ friend, », t i i -r . i 

«weu» Ttiomae, ' Thomas / how SO it be / do as I seide : 785 

pieaMtbewoniMi. Syn it displesith hem / amendes make. 

If ^at some of hem thee ther-of vpbreide, 

Thow shalt be bisy ynow, I vndirtake, 

Thy knt to keepe / now I thee bytake 789 

To god / for I moot needes fro thee weende : 

The love and thank* of wommen / god thee seende ! 

(114) 

' Among, I thynke thee for to yisyte 792 

Or ^at thy book* fully finisshid be, 

ffor looth me were / thow sholdest aght wryte 

Wherthurgh / thow mightest gete any maugree ; 

And for fat cause / I wole it ouersee ; 796 

And, Thomas / now a dieu & fare weel ; 

Thow fynde me shalt / al so treewe as steeL' 798 

(115) 
[ieafS6] Whan he was goon / I in myn herte dredde 799 

When my friend oi. a *. ^ \ ^ 

wMgoni, otonde out of wommennes beneudence ; 

And to fulfille fat / fat he me redde, 
I resoiv'd to work I shoop me do my peyne and diligence 

to win women's __ ^.i « ^ ■%• 

feve. To Wynne hir loue by obedience. • 803 

Thogh I my wordes can nat wel portreye / 
Lo, heer the fourme / how I hem obeye. 805 



Now and then I 
shall visit yoa 
before your 
book's done^ 



and see that yoa 
don't write any- 
thing to annoy 
wMnen.' 
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(116) 

H My ladyes att / as wisly god me blesse, 
\Vby pat yee meeued been / cau I nat knowe ; 
^iy gilt cam neoere yif to the ripnesse, 
Al-thogti yee for your fo / me decme & trowe ; 
But I your freend be / byte me the crowe ! 
1 4un b1 otbir to yow / than yee weene ; 
By my wrytynge / hath it, & shal be, seene. 

(117) 

But nathelees / I lowly me submitte 
To your boutees / as fer as they ban place 
In yow / vn-to me, wrecche, it may wel sitte 
To axe pardoun / thogh I nat treepace ; 
Leusr is me / with pitous cheere & face. 
And meek spirit, do so / than open werre 
yee make me / & me putte atte werre.^ 



806 Bat^ladlM, 



tho' you tliink 
me yoar fue, I'm 
810 yoar fHend, or 
else may tlie 
Crow bita me ! 

812 



813 



817 



819 



sun. I'll b«ff your 
putlon tho' I've 
never harmd you. 



(118) 

A tale eek* / which I in the Romayn deedis 
Now late sy / in honur & plesance 
Of yow, my ladyes / — as I moot needis, 
Or take my way / for fere in-to f&ance, — 
Thogft I nat shapen be / to prike or prafice, — 
Wole I translate / and pat shal pourge, I hope, 
My gilt / as cleene / as keuerchief s dooth sope. 

^ At foot, in a later hand : ' Hyharie ' (?). 

* Per me gabriell curtys [in a later hand at top]. 



820 Pe«f28,bMki] 

And, to p l eewe 
yoo, ladies. 



824 

111 tnglbh yon a 
tale fttrai the 
OZO Omta Bowta- 
noniei. 



140 



XXII. TQR EMPEROR JBRESLAUS's WIFE. 



The Cfe$ta Mo- 
manorum Myt 
the Emperor 
JeretUms 



wedded the fiir 
daughter of tlie 
King of Uungarjr, 



ft TirtaoaH mid 
merciftil woiiuui. 



[Ie«f«7J 
JeretUus reeolvee 



to go to the Holy 
Land. 



He teUs his wife. 



[For variotu readings from JUS Beg. 17 D 6, 8cep, 243.] 

XXII. 
f£abu\& lie quatiam Smfieratrice Stomsmo. 

(1) 

In the Komain actes writen is tbns : 1 

Whitom an Emperour in the Citee 
Of Eoome regned, clept leroslaus. 
Which, his noble estat & hy dignitee 
Gouemed wysly ; & weddid had he 5 

The dog&tir of the kyng of Vngarie, 
A fair lady / to euery mannes ye. 7 

(2) 
And for ^at beautee in womman, allone 8 

Wtt/iouten bontee, is nat commendable^ 

Shee was ther-to / a veFtuous persone, 

And specially pitous & morciable 

In aU hir wirkes / which ful couenable 12 

And pertinent is / vn-to wommanhede : 

Mercy causith / good renofi fer to sprede.^ 14 

(3) 

Now in my tale foorth wole I proceede : 15 

As ^at this Emperour in his bed lay 

yp-on a nyght / a thogtit gan in him breede, 

Yn-to the holy land / to take his way ; 

And on the morwe / left^ lenger delay, 19 

His wyf and his biothir / he made appeere 

Before him / and hem seide in this maneere : 21 

(4) 
" My deere wyf* / myn hertes ioie and hele, 22 

pat thyng ^at stablisshid in myn herte is, 

I can nat hyde fro thee / ne concele, 

No nat ne wole / and shortly it is this : 

Vn-to the holy lond / I wole y wis ; 26 

> b b b h h h . . . . Thomas kyngston hath Rede this gndly 
boke [in a later hand at the bottom of (he page]. * f MS. lest 



ZXIL JBRBSLATJS'S WIFE. HE Q0E8 TO THE HOLT LAND. 



Ul 



And for thy / make I thee principally 

Of al thempyre / me absent / ' lady/ 28 

(6) 
" Bytakynge and committynge vn-to thee, 29 

Of peple and land / the charge special ; 

And vndir thee / my brothir heer shal be 

Steward of it / to rule & goueme al 

That to me and my peple, greet & smal, 33 

Profitable is / by Conseil & assent 

Algate of thee / and thyn auysament^ 35 

(«) 

" Al-thogh thee thynke / this purpos sodeyn, 

Tit be nat heuy / but in gree it take. 

With goddes grace / my comynge ageyn 

Shal nat be longe to / I, for thy sake, 

Wole the shortei* abood / there make. 40 

Truste me weel / as blyue as ^at I may, 

Haaste I me wole / fro thennes away." 42 

(7) 
H To whom / with spirit of humilitee, 43 

She seide / " syn it is your good plesance 

To departe hens / & / go to fat Contree, 

I take moot algates, in soufifrance, 

Your wil / and shal, with hertes obeissance, 47 

As treewe as turtle / ^at lakkith hir feere 

In your absence / I shal be / my lord deore. 49 

(8) 
^ ffnl sore I am agast, & greetly dreede 50 

pat neuei'e yee shuln theimes with your lyf 

Retome / almighty god yow saue & speede ! " 

he [to] hii* yaf wordes confortatyf", 

And kiste hii' / and seide, " farewel, wyf* ! 54 

Be nat abassht / ne nat dreedith, I preye ; " 

And foorth he hastith him in his ioz^meye. 50 

^ Liter scribble at side ; ' h h ham for . . L L L . . L L,* &c. 



H« makes hit 
wife "Lady "of 
tiie Empire, 



with charge of tlie 
folic and liuid ; 



and liis broUier 
•♦Steward," to 
rule all 



by her advice. 



3G Deaf t7, bade] 



He promiaea, for 
her sake, to come 
back home as soon 
as be call. 



His wife, the 
Empress, 



submits to his 



rili. 



She will be as 
true to him as the 
tnrtle-dore to its 
mate. 



The Emperor 
startafor the 
Holy Land. 



142 JBRBSLAUS'S WIPE. HIS BROTHER TRIES TO CORRUPT HIS WIFE. 



(9) 
[iwifes] The sorwe of herte / and cheei^ of heuynesse^ 
RrievM greatly Which thls good ladj at hls depart jnge 

Made / the book* nat can telle or expresse ; 
Wherfore / of fat haue I no knowlechynge ; 
Eek* kepe I nat / the belle of sorwe out rynge, 
Thogh ^ai I kneew wel enery circumstance 
Of hir* wo / & htf heuy contenance. 

(10) 

H But whan this Emperour was thus agoon, 
His brothirs herte was so eleuat 
And so prowd / fat by wight ne sette he noon ; 
Him self forgat he / for his hy estat ; 
The pore & simple folk / this potestat 
Oppressid sore / and dide hem greet duresse ; 
and robi tii« rich. The riche / he robbid eek* of hir richesse. 



57 



HI* brotlier g«U 
proud. 



oppressMtht 
poor. 



WOTM ttill. 



he plnns and 
■trivet 



to oairy oat a 
greater crime; 



bnl a woman's No 
•tope him. 



[lMft8,bacli] 
This Steward or 
Seneedial trietto 
make the Empreu 
lie with him. 



ShereAiset, 



(11) 

And yit this wikkid man / this Seneschal, 
Meeued was werse / and to fulfiH it / thoghte ; 
he dide his might / and his peyne total, 
And alle weyes / serchid he & soghte, 
And to brynge it aboute he faste wroghte ; 
Al-thogh he faillid / at preef and assay, 
He was knyt vp / with a wom manly nay, 

(12) 

He day by day lay / on this Eraperice^ 

To make hii' vn-to him flesshly consente ; 

U But shee answerde / " it wer' ouer greet vice 

To me / if I ther-to myn herte bente. 

Nay, brothir, nay / god woot, I neuere it mente, 



61 



63 



64 



68 



70 



71 



75 



77 



78 



82 



' thomas . . Thomas kaye the sonne of thoniaa kay . . Thorn- 
mas Kaye the sone of Thommaa Kaye . . Thomas Kaye the sonne 
. . 8 hns ' [in a later hand in the margin]. 

' In a later hand, at top : ' be it konge ynto all men be thet 
present Wryting.* 
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Ne neuere shal / I truste in goddes grace ; 

Yee goon wrong / yee mis-chosen ban your place. 84 

(13) 

" In al your lyf / yee neuere, ne noon othir, 85 

Shal make me consente to fat synne. 
iTor shame, fy / ])at yee, my lordes brothir, 
And whom fat be right feithful trust hath Inne, 
Sbolde any swich tale / to me begynne, 89 

Which wei* ageyn his / and your honestee, 
And myn / fat am his wyf*, wel knowen yee. 

(14; 

" A treewe wyf / I lyue wole & dye ; 
his wole I be / to whom fat I am bownde 
Whyle he lyueth and I / withouten lye ; 
Trustith wel / it noon othir shal be fownde." 
But for al th\a / at euery tyme & stownde 
he stired hire / whan he fond hir soul, 
Yn-to this deede vicious and foul. 

(15) 

And whan shee sy / shee mighte haue no reste, — 99 

Nat wolde he stynte of his iniquitee, — 

Shee aftir three / or foure / of the grottesto 

Of al thempire sente / and thus spaktf shee : 

U *' Sires / the cause / fat hath meeued me 

ffor yow to sende / is this / as I shal seyn, 

Of which / I sore encombred am / certeyn : 

(16) 
" yee woot wel / fat my lord the Emperour, 
In his absence / hath maad me principal 
Of thempire / and his brothir gouemour 
And Steward yndir me / for to rule al, 
With this addiciofi / )»at he nat shal 110 

Wirke / my Conseil and assent vnhad : 
This was my lordes wil / and thus he bad ; 112 



and reproAchet 
him for hts 
tuMdiery to his 
brother. 



9 1 whose wifo she is. 



92 She will be a 
tme wife to lier 
hosband. 



96 Bat still this bad 
Steward n^get her 
to vice. 

98 



Deaf 29] 



Hie Empress 
sends for S or 4 
Magnates, 



103 and telb them 



105 



1 06 that the Emperor 
made her Chief 
of the Empire, 

and his brotlier 
Steward, to role 



by lier advice. 



144 JERESLAUS'S WIFE. SHE HAS BEE BROTHER-IN-LAW IMPRISONED. 



But the Steward 
haa oppnat and 
robd, 

and triad to do 
wone to her. 



113 



ThaMagnataa 
moat iinpriaon 



117 



119 



flatf t9, back J 
and fettar him. 



(17) 
'^ And nathelees / the poore he hath oppressid, 
And rohhid ryche folk* / yee woot, I trowe ; 
And werse thyng / which shal nat been expressid 
As now / he wolde han doon / my self it knowe ; 
Wherfore / vp-on the feith / which fat ye owe 
To my lord / and on his part, I yow charge 
Euprisone him / let him nat goon at large ; ^ 

(18) 
ffettreth him faste " / and they answerden thus : 120 
U " Ma dame / he hath doon many a wikkid deede 
Syn our lord wente / it wel knowe is to vs. 
To your commandement / as we moot neede / 
We wole obeie / but withoute dreede 
yee muste in this / warrante vs and allowe, 
Lest our lord / whan he comth / vs disallowe." 



124 



126 



(19) 



H "What, Sires," qiwd shee / " doutith yow right noght; 
ffor if my lord kneew / as mochil as I, 128 

That he hath doon / sholde be deere boght 



shawui sundby pat I yow charge / wole I stande by." 

tliam. 

So ttia Magnataa They made anoon areest on his body, 
in priaon and in And iu-to prisou / they him threew & caste. 

And fettred him in yren bondes faste. 



(20) 



Whan hahaara 
tha Bmparor is 
coming homa. 



131 



133 



134 



Whei* he abood / til pat word comen was, 

How fat the Emperour was boom comynge. 

Thanne he thus thoghte / ''how shal I doon / alias, 

Now knowe shal my lord, by enquerynge. 

The verray cause of myn enprisonynge, 138 



* Later, at foot : 


ti 
1 — 


8 
10 

9 
3 


d 

2 

— 4 

4 

10 








84 


crost thro* for 2] 


2 


2 


100 



S* to to SumTna totalis 42 10 
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WheiihurgB, bis grace / I vttirly shal leese, 
Or per cas / my lyf / I ne shal nat cheese ; 

(21) 
*' In feith if I may / it shal nat be so." 
A messager / as blyue ordeyned he. 
And made bim / to the Emperice go, 
And byseeche bij' / of hir hy[e] bontee, 
Syn sbee bad ay been of hir grace free, 
})at sbee so mochil grace / wolde bim do. 
As come / and speke a word wtt^ bim or two. 

(22) 
H Vn-to the dore / of his prison / sbee cam ; 
Witbouten danger / sbee ther-to obeide : 
" What is your wil," quod sbee / "lo, beei* I am." 
He lookid pitously // and meekly preide,^ 
•* O gracious lady / reewe on me," he seide ; 
" If fat my lord me fynde beei"^ in prison, 
My deeth wole it been, & confusion. 

(23) 
'* My gentil lady / what shal yow profyte 
To do me of a mescbeuous deeth sterue ) 
If fat I lyue may / wole I me qwyte 
Treewely to yow / and your thank disserue. 
What yow list me commando / I wole obserue, 
And do as bumblely as any man 
pctt in this world lyueth / do may or can." 

(24) 
And sbee anoon right, meeued of pitee, 
Seide / " if [fat] I wiste fat of thy folie 
Thow stynte woldest, & amende thee 
Hens-foorth / and thee vn-to vertu applie, 
My grace wolde I nat to thee denye." 
He seide and swoor / al fat be cowde swere, 
Amende he wolde / and wel aftir bim here. 

^ Later, at side : 'hyghte . . Thomas . . bee.' 
HOOCLEVE, M. P. — II. 



140 



141 



146 



147 



148 



159 



161 



[leaf SO] 

be lends to the 
Emprese, 



andbegiher 



to oome and speek 
to him. 



Sheoomee. 



152 Hepreyther 
to pity him. 



154 



1 55 What good ni hia 
death do Iter? 



If shell spare 
him, he'll repay 
her and detenre 
her mercy. 



162 [leaf 80, back] 

She says that if 
she can be sure 
' he'll amend. 



166 ehe'll pardon him. 
He swears he wlIL 

168 



146 XXII. JERBSLAUS'S WIFE. 8HE FREES HER FALSE BROTHER-IK-LAW. 



Aim, she tnisU 
liim. 



(25) 

H O noble lady / symple and Innocent, 169 

Trustynge vp-on his ooth and his promesse, 

flful wo is me / for thy wo consequent I 

Often happith / wommannes tendrenesse 

Tometh hij^ vn-to harm / and to duresse : 173 

This Emperice fond it so by preef, 

Whom fat forsworn man / greet harm dide, & greef. 1 75 



(26) 

This man shee took* out of the prison hous, 
And made him bath id been, and fresshly shauc, 
And dide him clothe in clothes precious, 
And a fressh Courser / eek* shee made him haue, 
And seide, " now, brothir / so god yow saue ! 
and bids him ride Tskith your hors / and ryde foorth wttA me 

with her to meet _ ,,..1 ••#. i .»i-» ii 

the Emperor. Toward my lord / and foorth yriUi hir rood he. 



•ete hiro free, 



dotliee hiro, 

pnte him on a 
steed. 



176 



180 



182 



(27) 



[leftfSI] 
At tliej ride, 
a hart starts, 

and every man 
ruBhe« afler it. 



1S3 



The EroprefiH \n 
left alone with 
tlM Steward. 



And as they riden / right in the hy way* 

Ny a fforeste / an hert before hem ran : 

Ther nas but " ryde on, ryde / and hay, dogge, hay ! " 

Euery man dooth his peyne / in what ho can, 

The hert to sue / ther lefte no man 187 

Wit/i this good lady / sauf this wikkid wight. 

This Steward / which brak« al fat he had hight 189 



(This hnppend 
long ago.) 



(28) 

H Par aucnture / men wole han meruaiH, 
That damoisele / wtt^ hir^ had shee noon : 
Ko force of fat / the book* withouten faitt 
Makith no mynde / as mochil as of oon ; 
This chaunce shoop / many a yeer agoon ; 
That tyme par cas / was no swich anay 
As pat in sundry Contrees is this day. 



190 



194 



196 



* Later, at top : * within . . from eve dcp.* 
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(29) 

Whan this knyg^t sy / ther was noon but they two, 197 

To themperice / he seide in this maneere : 

** It is ago fern / syn I spak* yow to 

Of loue / come on now, my lady deere, 

With me / in-to this priuee foreste heere, 201 

That y of yow / may hane my talent ! 

Kow shal be doon / pat I longe hane ment" 203 



He Mki her 



to oonie Into the 
forest and yield 
to bU deeire. 



(30) 

H ** What, fool / took I thee nat out of prifion), 
No lengei* hens / than yistirday," quod shee, 
In trust and hope / of thy correccion), 
As thow swoor / and behightest vn-to me ; 
And now to thy folie and nycetee 
Hetoume woldest thow / nay, doutelces 
It shal nat be / stynte and holde thy pees ! 

(31) 

*' Ther neuere shal man / do with me pat deede, 
Sauf my lord themperour / which f «t of right 
Licenced is ther-to / o, god forbeede, 
p<xt by myn honestee / sette I so light ! 
Peyne thee nat ther-to / for in thy might 
Shal it nat be / thy wil for to pejrfoMrme ; 
By no way wole I me ther-to confowrme." 

(32) 



204 [laersi.lMck] 
She repnwdiee 
hlin. 



208 



210 bide him hold 
bis tongue. 



211 



215 



217 and abeolutely 
reAises him. 



218 



And he answerde / and spak* vnreuerently : 

" But if fat thow / consente wilt to me 

In this foreste / as swythe right wole y 

Hange thee by thyn heer / vp-on a tree, 

Wher no wight shal thee fynde / and so," quod he, 222 

Of wikkid deeth / thow sterue shalt & die ; 

Truste on noon help at al, ne remedie." 224 

L 2 



He decUree that 
if slie won't give 
herself to him, 

lie'U hang her on 
a tree by Iter hair. 



to stanre and die. 



14d JERESLAUS'S WIFE. SHE IS STRIPT AND HANOD UP DT HER HAIR. 



[iMrss] 

She MomB bis 
tlir«aU. 



He ■hall nerer 
Imve tier alive. 



Tlie Steward 
atHpatlieRmpnaa 
to her Binock, 
hangs lier on an 
oak by ber hair. 



and rides off, 
the tyrant. 



Then be lies to 
his men. 



and says that 
tlie Rmpma was 
carried off by 
force fVtMn him. 



n<«fSt.lMMk] 
Liar, stinking 
adultertr. 



traitor. 



(33) 

U " By thy manaces / sette I nat a rayte," 
Shee seide / ** of hem haae I no dreede at al. 
Thogb thow me thretne / myn heed of to smyte, 
And do me what torment thow canst / I shal 
Thee weme ay )»at / this for answer' final 
Take if thee list / for, to fat poynt me dryue, 
Thow neue/'o shalt / whyles I am on lyue. 

(34) 

** Thow woost wel / in effect / thus seide I eer." 
He strypid hii' anoon / left al delay, 
Vn-to hir smok / and heng hir' by hir* heer 
Vp-on an ook* / and by hii*, hir palfray 
He stonde leet / and foorth on deuel way 
Hood this tirant / this roan malicious, 
This cruel-herted man enuenymous. 

(35) 

And whan he had his felawshipe atake, 

He bleew and blustrcd / and made heuy cheere ; 

And a strong lesyng< / he gan to hem make ; 

He seide, ** alias / fat I nere on my beere. 

So wo is me / for fat my lordes feere, 

My lady, is me reft / by force of men." 

God yeue him sorwe // and ali swiche [Amen] ! 

(36) 

U false lyei* / o thow cofre and cheste^ 
Of vnclennesse / o stynkynge Aduoutour 
In wil, seye I / and willy to inceste ; 
O false man to god / and thow traitour 
To thy lord and brothir, the Emp^rour ; 
O enemy to wyfly chastitee. 
And in thy wirkes ful of crueltee ; 



*>'25 



229 



231 



232 



236 



238 



239 



243 



245 



24G 



2:»o 






* Liter, at top : 'O false Iyer.* 



XXII. JBRESLAUS'S WIFE. SHE IS SEEN IN THE OAK BT AN EABL. 1 49 



(37) 



If O cursid feendly wrecche / why hast thow 

Deceyued & betrayed Innocence? 

What wilt thow seye / & how wilt thow looke, how, 

Whan thow comest / to thy Lordes presence, 

And art opposid by his excellence, 257 

How fat it wttA his lady hath betid[de] 1 

I am senr / fat the trouthe shal been [hidde]. 259 

(38) 
ffor as wel as fat to thy conpaignie 260 

Thow lyedist / whan thow hem ouertook* / 
As lowde wilt thow / vn-to thy lord lye, 
I woot wel / and with bolde face and look*. 
Nathelees / of this tretith nat the book* ; 264 

Wherfore to my tale wole I go. 
Of this lady / and foorth teH of hir wo. 266 



253 dtTilithwntchl 



267 



(39) 
IF Whan fat shee so had hanged dayes three,^ 
By fat foreste / rood ther on huntynge 
An £rl / fat was of a strange contree ; 
Befom whos howndes was a fox rennynge, 
And they aftir it blyue folewynge ; 
And as ))at they ran / they hadden a sent 
Of the lady / and thidir be they went ; 

(40) 
And there as shee heeng / they stood at a bay. 
This Erl, of fat meniaillynge him greetly, 
Thidir him hyeth / in al fat he may ; 
And whan he hire / there hangynge sy, 
He seide / " womman / what art thow, & why 278 
Hangest thow in this wyse vp-on the tree 1 " 
IF ** A strange womman / sire, ami** / qtiod shee, 280 

^ liater, at top : ' Wh . . Beniamen . . . benefold . . Beniamin 
. . Benee e e e e.' At side: 'Thomas, I haue my hertili co« 
muud) d vuto you of du . . . ' 



271 



273 



274 



yoall H« to your 
Lord. 



[ImfSS] 



An Barl, wliila 
hunting, 



tees the Empress 
lianging on tht 
oak. 



150 XXII. JBRESLAUS'S WIFE IS GOVERNESS TO THE EARL*S DAUGHTER. 

(41) 

" Of fer[re] parties / how in-to this place 281 

She won't toUbim I Cam / god woot" / shee wolde by no way 
Deskeuere wliat shee was / ne what fallace 
Was doon to hire / cloos she kepte hire ay, 
And tolde nat o word of hire afi&ay. 285 

Than axed hire the Erl / " whos hors is this 
pat by thee standith 1 " // quod shee, " myn it is ; " 



[iMf SS, back] 



The Earl pitlee 
her, 



and offers to flree 
her 



(42) 

Wherby the Erl anoon right vndirstood 

pat it noon othir wyse mighte be, 

But shee sum gentil womman was of blood ; 

And in his herte / routhe of hire had he, 

And seide to hire / " if it lyke thee, 

Vn-to my wil / thee confourme and enclyne / 

Deliure wole I thee / out of thy pyne. 



288 



2D2 



294 



if ehell be his 

daughter's 

governess. 



(43) 

** Lo, this I meene / this is myn entente ; 
A yong doghtir / haue I in sootlifastnesse. 
Of which I wolde / if fat thee list assente, 
Thow tooke on thee to be gouemeresse, 
And teche hire / as longith to a Maistresse 
pat Lordes children ban in gouemaiil ; 
And wel wole I thee qwyte thy trauaili ; 



295 



299 



301 



(44) 

"Myn entente is fat / and othir right noon." 
H " Sire,** quod shee / gladly wole I obeye 
To yow in fat " / and shee was take anoon 
Poun fro the tree / & shortly for to seye, 

goes to the Barrs With him to his Castel / shee rood hir weye ; 

and ukec charge And of the chyld / shee tooke the gouemance. 

Which tomed hire aftir to greet nusance. 



She 

is taken down. 



302 



306 



308 



XXIt. JERSSLAUS'S WIFE. A REJECTED LOVER PLOTS AGAINST HER. 151 



Deaf 34] 

She sleep* witb 
the child in the 
Earl'i room. 



313 



315 



316 TheEari'e 

Steward wanta to 
lie with her. 



(45) 
Sbee with this yong chyld in the Chambre lay^ 309 
Eu^ nyght / wher lay therl and the Contesse, 
BetMrixt whos beddes brente a lampe alway ; 
And wel beloued / for hire by goodnesse, 
Of euery wight was / bothe more and lesse, 
This Emperice / til vp-on a nyght, 
Giltlees, hir good loos / refte a wikkid wight. 

(46) 
H Ther was a Styward / in this Erles hous, 
pat to hire ofte had spoke of flesshly loue ; 
To whom seide ay this lady gracious, 
" Maad haue I an avow to god aboue, 
Loueres alle / fro myn herte shoue, 320 

Sauf oonly him / whom, of goddes precept, 
To Loue / I holde am / and pat shal be kept 322 

(47) 
** I tniste in god / myn herte shal nat change 323 sbe refuses him. 

ffro fat, whil my lyf shal soioume in me." 
11**0/ wilt thow so / wilt thow make it so strange ; 
Wilt thow noon othir wyse do," quod he. 
IT " J)at I seid haue / I wole holde,'* qttod shee. 327 
And whan he sy / noon othir remedie. 
He WTOothly wente / out of hir conpaignie. 329 He reM>het to be 



(48) 
And fro thens foorth / conpassid in his wit,^ 
How to be venged / vp-on hire, & wroken. 
IF And on a nyght / vnhappyly shoop it, 
Left was the Erles Chambre dore vnstokeu ; 
To which he com / and fond it was nat loken, 



330 PearS4,bMkj 
revenged on her. 



334 



^ Later scribble at top and side : * o . . of . . of the saide saide 
. . of the saide . . . 4,000,000,000 . . 278231459 ... as .. of the 
Of . . Sy . . 400,000,000 . . 29,000,000/ 

• Later letters often scribbled in margins : D, h, y, a, w, n h 
n, and 'myn . . . And for . . . where . . . hyl.' 



152 XXIT. JERSSLAUS'S WIFE. 8HB IS WRONGLY AOCUBBD OF MUBDER. 



Tlie Staward 
Btenlii into ber 
btdroom. 



eats thetfaroAtc^ 
theBarl'iokUd, 



andpoUtht 
bloody knife Into 
th« slMpIng 
EmprtM'i hand. 



[iMfSS] 



ThcCoanteM 
Um knife. 



wakat Um Earl, 



who thinka tha 
£mpr«M goiUjr, 



^ Later, at top 



Aud theefly in staal / this wikkid persone, 
Where as he fond hem slepynge enerychone. 

(49) 
And he espyde / by the lampes light, 
The bed / whew as fat lay the Emperice 
With therles doghtir / and as blyue right 
This feendly man his porposid malice 
Thoghte for to falfiii and accomplice ; 
And so he dide / a long knyf ho out drow, 
And ther-with-al / the mayden chyld he slow. 

(50) 
Hir throte with fat knyf / on two he kntte ; 
And as this Emperice / lay slepynge, 
In-to hire hand / this bloody knyf he putte, 
ffor men sholde hane noon othir demynge, 
But shee had gilty been / of this murdrynge. 
And whan ])at he / had wroght this cursidnesse, 
Anoon out of the Chambre / he gan him dresse. 

(51) 
If The Contesse aftir / of hir sleep awakid,* 
To themperices bed gan caste hir look*, 
And sy the bloody knyf in hire bond nakid. 
And for the fere / shee tremblid and qwook* 
And rogged on hir lord / and him awook*, 
Preyynge him / to the bed he looke wolde, 
And there a meruaillous thyng / seen he sholde. 

(52) 
H Whan he was wel awakid of his sleep, 
He lookid ther-to / as shee him besoghte. 
And it byheeld / and of it took* good keep. 
And of fat meschief / him sore forthoghte 
Demynge fat this cursid deede wroghte 
This Emperice / as pat it was ful lyk* 
To been / and vp he threew an heny syk*, 

aud in margin : ' The Contesse . . dan (t) • . . U . . pr . . 



336 



337 



341 



343 



344 



348 



350 



351 



355 



357 



358 



362 



364 



[ 



JERSSLAUS'S WIPE. HER DEATH DEMANDED BY THE COUNTESS. 153 

(53) 
And hire awook* / and thus to hire he cryde, 365 

" Womman ! what is fat in thyn hand I see 1 
What hast thow doon, womman ? for him bat dyde, wid uccmm her 

of the murder. 

What wikkid spirit / hath trauaillid thee 1 " 

And as soone / as fat adawid was shee, 369 

The knyf fil out of hire hond in the bed[de], 

And shee byheeld the clothes al bybled[de] / 371 

(54) 

And the chyld deed f " Alias I " shee cryde, "alias ! ^ [leaf »5, bock] 

How may this be / god woot al / I noot how ; 373 

I am nat pryuee to this heuy cas ; she rown ihe 

__ ,, , I -r .1 111 1 M didn't kill the 

The gilt IS nat myn / I the chyld nat slow.^ chud. 

To which spaki the contesse / " what seist thow 1 376 
Excuse tlie nat / thow maist nat seyn nay ; 
The knyf al bloody / in thyn hand I say." 378 

(55) 

And thus / vn-to hir lord / shee cryde anoon : 379 

" Slee this cursid f eend / bat our chyld hath slayn ! Tiie Counteen 

' ' *' dematidi that the 

Lat hire no lengere [now] on lyue goon I Kmpreae shaii 

ii>i-r»i- ^ alain. 

pat y neuere had hire seen / wolde I ful fayn, 

Bat or shee beer cam / pat shee had be flayn 1 383 

ffor so greet wo / cam neuere to myn herte : 

Slee hire as blyue / lat nat hire asterte ! " 385 

(56) 

Al-thog!h fat shee were in this cas vengeable, 386 

ffor causes two / me thynkith it smal vice, (And rarely 

Shee was in fat in partie excusable : jasuned her 

If Oon is / shee wende / fat the Emperice 

Hire chyld had slayn of purposid malice ; 390 

And so it seemed / as by liklyhede, 

Al be it / fat nat were it so in dede. 392 

* Scribbles of letters at top and iu margin : * H . . Hn . . f . . 
the loh, H H, JJJJ y y, h h h h h, b h, h h, non ny non, 
h h, 8.' 



in this. 



154 XXII. JERB8LAU8*S WIFE IS TURND OUT OP THE EARL's CASTLB. 



Ko love if to 

fTMtMa 

moUMr** for ber 
child; 



•nd for her hot- 
band, wa married 
men may aay.) 



The Karl eayi 
he'U not kiU the 
Empreee. 



He Mt her free. 



and in return 
■he's kild hU 
daughter. 



[1«afS6,hack] 
She moat go. 



or elM be slain. 



The KtnpreM 
speaks no word. 



(57) 
pat othir cause / as woot euery man : 393 

In [al] the world / so louynge tendrenesse 
Is noon / as is the lone of u womman 
To hir chyld namely / & as I gesse. 
To hire housbonde also / where-of / witnesse 397 

"We wed "^ men may here / if ^t vs lyke, 
And so byhoueth / a thank* vs to pyka 399 

(58) 
IF Now foorth / how the erl to themperice him hadde, 
And how fat he gouemed fat mateere, 401 

Herkneth / with heuy cheere & wordes sadde, 
To hire he spak* / and seide in this maneere : 403 

" Womman / wtt^ my swerd / slee wolde I thee heere, 
Saof for awe of god / at whos reuerence 
pat deede wole I pntte in abstinence. 406 

(59) 
** Thow haue shalt for me noon harm at al ; 407 

But who-80 trustith on the curtesie 
Of thee / ful soone he deceyued be shal. 
Whan fat thow were / on a tree hangid hye, 
Where as thow likly haddest been to dye, 411 

Thow woost wel / ther-from I deliured thee, 
And with my Doghtres deetb / thow qwit hast me ! 413 

(60) 
" Vnkynde womman / walke on foorth thy way ; 414 
Hye thee hens / and neuere see my face ; 
ffor if fat I / heere-aftir thee see may, — 
Outhir in this / or eny othir place 
Of my lordshipe / — thow noon othir grace 4 1 8 

Shalt han / but die a deeth ful villenous, 
Thow wikkid wo^nman, fals and traiterous ! 420 

(61) 
This Innocent lady / no word ageyn 421 

Spak* / for shee spoken had ynow befom, 



XXIL JERESLAUS'S WIFE LEAVES THE CASTLE, AND SAVEd A THIEF. 155 

Excusynge hiw / but, al was in veyn ; — iierflr«tex.uiM>» 

Were ill vain— 

ffor whan fat shee had al y-seyd and sworn, 

Shee with the £rl and his wyf / was doun bom ; 425 

And sikirly / where as fat no credence 

May been had / wysdam conseillith silence. 427 

(62) 

H What leeue fat shee took* / ne woot I nat, 428 

Or fat shee fro fat place was y-went ; — 

The booke maketh no mencion of that ; — 

But hire palfray / shee hire self hath hent, but mounu her 

And so foorth roods toward the orient 432 and rides oo, 

Emperice / our lord god gye thee, 

ffor yit thee folwith more aduersitee.^ 434 

(63) 

As shee rood, on hir right hand / shee espy de 435 cieafsn 

A ffalwe tree / to which men a theef ledde, 8'>e "^ « i'''**^ 

° ' l«d to Uia gallows. 

Hanged to been / and to hire horses syde 

The spore gooth / shee faste hire thidir spedde, 

ffor verray routhe hir thoghte hire herte bledde, 439 

And to the Officers / meekly shee preide 

In this wyse / and right thus shee to heTTt seide : 441 

(64) 

'* Sires, if yow list / this mannes lyf saue 442 

1 reedy am / to yeue yow good meede." 

If ** We wole wel," qtwd they / " what shul we haue 1 

What lykith yow / for his lyf vs to beede 1 

Paieth therfore wel / and yee shul speedo." 446 

m. £ A.\. • A. I J • J buys him of his 

They of the paiement / accordid were ; guanu, 

Shee paide / and this man / foortli shee touk« wiUt liere. withher! ™ 

* Id margin, in a later hand : At foot : s d. 

Of atttf thinges that I can fynde, 20 

Hope dothe help the carefuii myn(¥, quod Carter. 10 — 2 

9 — 4 

39 6 



156 XXU. JERESLAUS'S WIFE AND THE RESCUED THIEF 00 TO A CITT. 



The resctied Tliiaf 
promitM to tenro 
the EmpreM 
fkithftilly. 



[iMrST.back] 

She eends him 
to find an luu 
In a City, 



and then livet 
there. 



She is courted 
In viiin by many 
lovers. 



1 



19 



6 



453 



455 



456 



(65) 
" Be to me treewe " / now quod shee, " my freend, 449 
Syn fro thy deeth / deliured haue y thee." 
IF " Yis, certes, lady / elles to the feend, 
Body and soule bytake y/' seide he ; 
" Noon othir wolde I / for al cristienteey 
Been vn-to yow *' / and foorth shee rood hir way, 
And on his foot / this man hire folwith ay,* 

(66) 
Til fat they drow / vn-to a Citee ny,* 
Whidir befom / shee bad him for to go 
And take hire In / so fat shee honestly 
Mighte Inned been / and he dide right so, 
And taried nat his lady longe fro, 
But ageyn hire / as blyue right this man, 
To brynge hire thidir / faste wente & ran. 

(67) 
Shee cam in-to hir In / and abood there 
Dayes dyuerse / for hire ese and reste ; 
And in the Citee / fame wydewhere 
Sprang / how a lady / the womanlyeste 
Of cheere / port / shap / and eek* the fairoste 
That any wight beholde mighte or see, 
Was come / and Inned hire in the Cit^e. 

(68) 
Many a lusty man / in loues art 
Expert and sotil / drow hem to hire In, 
Weenynge han geten J)at / of which no part 

^ At foot, later : li s d 

1—10 — 2 
9 — 4 



460 



462 



463 



467 



469 



470 



Summa totalis 39* 6d 
' In margin, in a later hand : 
Thys ys John Hanook ys boke, ho so eucr saye naye, 
the deuyll of hell here Thomas Carter awkye ! 
Know er thow knyt, and then thow mayst slake ; (nee p. 124) 
Iff thow knyt [MS, kynt] cr thow know, then hyt y<i to late. 



IXII. JERESLAUS'S WIFE INQUIRES WHAT GOODS ABE IN A SHIP. 157 



Tliey gete kowde / for noon art ne gyn. 

To thententes corrupt / fat they were In, 474 

Shee wolde for no tbyng / bowe & enclyne ; 

Hire hertes Castel / kowde tbey nat myne. 476 

(69) 
As fer as the boundes of boneistee^ 477 

Kequeren / shee made hem disport and cbeere ; 
But passynge it / for al liir sotiltee, 
flfor profre of meede / ne for faire preyeere, 
Shee change nolde bir vertuous maneere ; 
The lessons fat tbey in Ouyde bad red, 
Halp hem right noght / tbey wenten thens vnsped. 483 

(70) 
If O. yee fat seyn / womraen be variant, 484 

And can nat sad been / if tbey been assaillid 5 
Yee been ful vnkonnynge and ignorant, 
And of the soothe / foule yee ban faillid ; 
Constance is vn-to womTTianbode entaUlid ; 488 

Out of fat fee / tbey nat be dryue may ; 
Swich bir nature is / tbogh sum men seyn nay, 490 

(71) 
They stidefast been / as fer as y woot, 401 

But it be / wher tbey take ban a purpos 
))at naght is / which, be it neuere so boot, 
They change / lest it burte mighte hir loos. 
And keepen it secree / couert & cloos, 495 

Vnexecut / tbogh of hem nat a fewe 
The reuers doon / what / the feend is a sbrewe. 497 

(72) 
Let al this passe / ther cam to the port 
Of this Citee / a ship with marchandyse 
Charged / where-of hir man made report 
To his lady / shee bad him in al wyse 
Go tliidir, and see / and him wel auyse 502 

' At top, later : A nunni a A a nunni A nunui k k k (t). 



[iMfas] 

She is pleamnt 
with her lovers. 



481 but notliing more. 



How iillj it le 
of men to mj 
that wom«ii c«n'i 
be coiutaiit. 



They only change 
a purpose when 
it might hurt 
their reputation. 



498 [leaf S8, back] 



A merchant-ship 
comes. 



She sends to 
know 



\ 



158 XXII. JERESLAUS'S WIFE ASKS THE SHIPMAN TO SHOW HIS GOODS. 



what's <m board 
of it. 



What thyng theMn was / & word hoom Lire brynge, 



Her man (tha 
TiiieO fiiids rich 
stuflTa, 



aiid takes the 
Shiproan 



[leaf SO] 
to the EmpreM. 



She aitlca him to 
bring liit rlotlis 
to her. 



He agrees, 



but tempt« her 
Uiief-sertaut. 



504 



505 



509 



511 



512 



Withoute any delay or taryynge, 

(73) 

He thidir wente / & clothes precious, 
Amonges othir thynges / there he fond ; 
fful ryche was the stuf, and plenteuous, 
Of the ship / and the maistir, by the hond 
he took / and seide / " ga we to the lond, 
[Vn]To my ladyes In / shee wolde bye, 
If fat yow list / sum of your marchandie." 

(74) 

IF " I wole gladly " / seide the Shipman ; 
And to the ladyes In / they bothe two 
Goon / but before dressith him hir man, 
And reported hire / as him oghte do, 
What he had in the ship seen / and ther-to, 
That the Shipman was comen / he hir tolde, 
Axynge hire / if shee wttA him speke wolde. 

(75) 

IF " Yis," quod shee / " let him in come, I the preye," 
He entred / and vn-to him thus spak shee : 520 

IF '* Sire / yee han in your ship heere, y seye, 
Dyuerse precious clothes / and if yee 
AVolden some of hem brynge hidir to me. 
As fat we mighte accorde, wolde y paye 
In honde / and nat your paiement delay e." 

(76) 

IF " Ma dame, I graute," he seide / and took* his leeue ; 

And with him / hir seruant to the ship wente, 527 

To whom / the shipman by the way gan meeue : 

IF " ffreend, I am set / on a certein entente, 

A^'n-to the whiche / if fort thow wilt assente, 530 

And do thy deuer / and my Conseil hyde. 

That thow me kneew / thow blisse shalt the tyde. 532 



516 



518 



523 



525 



XXIL JERBSLAUS'S WIFE. HBR THIEF-SERVANT WILL BETRAY HER. 159 



(77) 

" O, may I truste / may I truste in thee 1 

Thow helpe me maist / and no wig&t but thow. 

If thow wOt 80 / in this necessitee, 

Gold and siluer wole I thee yeue ynow." 

IF " Yis," quod this saruant, " that I make avow 

To god / if fat it in my power lye, 

Myn help to thee / ne wole y nat denye. 



533 



537 H*r thtef-Mrmnt 
•greea to take the 
Shipnuut'e bribe, 

539 



(78) 

" If thow heere-aftir / fynde )wit I gabbe, 
Of my promesse / thanne dokke me ; 
I neuere was yit / of my tonge a labbe ; 
pat thyng / pat me told is in priuetee, 
Keepe I can wel / be in noon aweertee, 
But anoon to me telle out al thy gole, 
ffor treewe and trusty / be to thee y wole." 

(79) 

H " Grant mercy/' seide the Shipman ; " I-wis, 

Now feele I confort / now dar y bywreye 

To thee myn hertes secree / which is this : 

Swich excellence of beautee is, y seye, 

In thy lady / fat but if thow purueye 

ffor me / fat y hir loue may obteene, 

fful shorte shuln my dayes been / y weene." 



540 peaf S9^ beck] 



544 



546 And vow* to be 
true to him. 



547 



Tlie Shipman 
eaje he mast 
551 get hold of the 
Empreee* 

653 



(80) 

H Qtiod this serxiant / ** looke how y may profyte 554 Hersemmt 

In this, let see / and me sette in the way 

How y shal do / and so shal y me qwyte, 

))at y thy thank / disserue shal for ay ; 

Al shal be doon right to thyn owne pay ; 

Telle on / how wilt thow fat I me goueme.** 

The Shipman seide / ''and fat I wole as yeme : 560 



558 l>f^*nt*M to help 
him. 



IGO XXII. JERE8LAU8'8 WIFE. THE SHIPHAN'S PLOT TO ENTRAP HER. 



P«f40] 

Tlie Mnrant \» 
to Mj that th« 
KinpreM most 
come to tlie ship 
to BM tli* cloths. 



(81) 

1[ " On my behalue / to thy lady weende, 561 

And to hire seye / pat in no maneere, 

Clothes out of my ship may I hire seende ; 

If hir good lust be, in my ship appeere, 

Shee shal seen what hir list / wM ful good cheere ; 565 

But out of my ship / wole y nothyng selle : 

Right euene thus / vn-to hir seye and telle ; 567 



H« miut bring 
her when the 
wind's fair for 
leaving port. 



(82) 



" But of thyng / thow must thee wel auyse, 
Good heede ther-of take / and nat ne faiH, — 
Be thow wel waar / in al maneere wyse 
pat the wynd thanne / be good, hens to saiU ; 
Al pat thow doost elles / may nat auaiH ; 
Ifor lede hire hoom / wole y to my contree : 
Lo, this is al / pat y desire of thee." 



— 568 



572 



574 



(83) 

ffhl sooth is seid / the fals and coueitous 575 

Been soone accordid / alias ! this onhede 

Synful shal be / wikkid and treecherous. 

O / Emperice / god the gye and lede I 

Thow haast, or this, had trouble greet & drede, 579 

And yit a sharp storm is vn-to thee shape ; 

But, thankid be god / al thow shalt eschape. 581 



Clear 40, back j 



The man swears 
be'U do this. 



(84 

IF Now to purpos / than seide this seruant 582 

To the Shipman / ** come of, yeue me meede, 

ffor heere y swere / and make couenaunt, 

This shal be doon / haue there-of no dreede." 

He had[de], y not what / the deuel him speede 586 

ffor his labour / to be doon in this caas ; 

And to his lady / dressith he his paas. 588 



XXIL JEKBSLAUS'S WIFE. SHE IS TAKEN ABOARD THE SHIP. 161 

(85) 
He tolde Idxe I how the Shipman wolde nactht 589 Her thier-servant 

tails b«r 

Deliure clothes / out of his vessel ; 

But if it lykid hire / to bye[n] aght / 

Thidir shee muste come / and he f ul wel •he must go to 

the ship to buy 

With hire wolde do / shee kneew no del 593 doths. 

Of the treson / purposid twixt hem two, 

And seide / '' in goddes name / it shal be do ; 595 

(86) 
'* I reedy am to go / whan yat y shal, 596 su* agrees. 

Syn fat thow seist / it may noon othir be, 
But outhir moot y goon / or leuen aL 
Let vs go thidir as swythe," quod shee. 
IT *' A / nay, madame / it may nat be " / seide he, 600 
** Swich occupaciottu hath he this day, 
That he vn-to yow / nat entende may. 602 

(87) 
" Ma dame / vs muste abyden his leisir ; 603 peaf 4i] 

There-on I wole away te bysyly ; 
And whan tyme is / yee shuln ban your pleisir. 
Often vp-on him away te moot y. He watu tiu 

To wite and knowe / wel and redily,* 607 

The tyme / whan we shal vs thidir dresse : 
Ma dame / for yow / this best is, y gesse." 609 

(88) 
This humble lamb / this lady Innocent, 610 

Of al this treson no notice hauynge, 
Seide / " as fat thow doost / holde y me content." 
Thus hir seruant delayed hir goynge 

Til ))at the wynd wel stood / the ship to brynge 614 the wind uoir 
Out of the port / and thidir he hir s^^edde, and then ukee 

And )>at in haaste, he to the ship hire ledde. 616 



lier to the ship. 



* Later scribble in margin : After my most . . . Thomas, you be a 
good saraener (?) . . . thorn . . This biit made the . . . b 11 . . . Shi. 

HOCCLEVK, M.P. — II. M 



162 XXU, JERESLAUS'S WIFE. THE SHIPMAN WANTS TO UX WITH HKR 



Th« Shipman 
uilii off with th« 
EropreM. 



and demandi to 
He with h«r. 



8h«reftue*. 



He threatens to 
throw her into 
the 



She teinporiiee, 



and asks him to 
make a privnte 
room for tliem. 



(89) 

Whan shee witbyn the Shipbord entred was, 61 7 

Yp gooih the sail / to the top of the mast 

Hire man, of purpos / lefte on londe / alias. 

Quod Shee / ** nat was y waar of this forcast ; " 

And ther-with-al / out to weepe shee brast, 621 

And seide, *' what treson / doost thow, Shipman, 

To me 1" IT " nay," quod he, " no treson / womman, 

(90) 

" Nat meene I, but thus / lo / thus wole I do, 624 

fflesshly the kuowe / and aftir wedde thee." 

IF ** A vow," quod shee / ** roaad haue I god vn-to, 

pat neuere so / shal ther man do to me, 

ffor thyng in this world / outake oonly he 628 

To whom y am y-bownden to / and* knyt; 

The labour is in vein / to speke of it." 630 

(91) 

% ** Keepe in thy wordes / womman, I thee rede," 631 

Quod he / ** considere and thynke wel, fat thow 

Of thy lyf standist in peril and drede, 

ffor in middes of the See been we now. 

To me conforme / it shal be for thy prow, 635 

Elles in-to the See wole I thee caste ; 

Truste me wel / so wole y do as faste." 637 

(92) 

IT " Now wel," quod shee / " syn y may nat asterte 638 

My deeth / but y your entente fulfiUe, 

Al-thogh it be greetly ageyn myn herte 5 

Yit rather than J>at yee me sle or kiUe, 

"Wole y assente / so it be your wille, 642 

In the ende of the ship / for to ordeyne 

An honest place / and pryuee / for vs twoyno. 644 



^ MS. and and. 
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645 



649 



651 



(93) 

" It is nat / as I hope / your entente^ 
In open sig&te of folk / do with me so : 
Hard weie it make me / ther-to consente, 
ffor ^t / a greet encrees were of my wo ; 
Yit leuer were it me / my lyf forgo. 
A pryuee place, as I seide / porueye 
ffor Ys / fai folk see nat / how we foleye." 

(94) 

IF He in the ship / where as was his plesance, 
A place ordeyned / cortyned aboute, 
In-to the which / with heuy contenance, 
Whyles he speek* with his meynee wit^oute, 
Shee entred hath / and anoon gan to loute 
To god / right on hir knees she hir prayeere 
Made / as I to yow shal rehercen heere : 

(95) 

^ "0 god, our Lord, Ihem, our Saueour, 

t>ai fro my youthe / haast kept me to this day, 

Corteys Ihe^u / me keepe now this hour 

ffrom al pollucion / so pat y may. 

With herte cleene / in this woful affray. 

My soule yilde to thy deitee ; 

Mercyful lord / of this byseeche y thee ! " 

(96) 

Nat endid was hire orison vnnethes, 

But swich a tempest / aroos in the See, 

pat the ship brast / and tliere took hire dethes 

They fat ther in weren / the hool meynee, 

Sauf oonly this maistir shipman / and shee : 

By oon of the hordes / shee faste hire heeld. 

Which from hire deeth was hire deffense & sheeld, 672 



[l«if42] 

He cannot maan 
to forra her before 
hbmen. 



652 TlieShlpnum 

makee a oortalnd 
room. 



656 



658 



659 Tlie B m pr e — 
prajt to Ood to 

■ATeher Arom 
poUnUoQ. 

663 



665 



666 ntftf4i>bMk] 

A tempest eplita 
the ship In two. 



All the erew 
perish, bat she 
670 and the Shiptnun. 



* In maigin, later scribble : A nanny . 
In the . . In the . . In the . . In. 



A nnnn . . hon • . 



M 2 



1G4 XXII. JERESUkUS'S WIPE ENTERS A NUNNSBT. HEAI^ THE SICK. 

(97) 
The KmpreM u And broglite hire vp / vn-to the land saofly. 673 

lund. To an otbir bord / this maister shipman 

Tiie Shipman is Eek claf / and was sauf / this fil wondirly : 

Many maistnes our lord god do can ; 
And fat this lady, this noble womman 677 

Was sauf / this maistir shipman kneew no deel. 
No shee / fat he fortuned had so weel. 679 

(98) 

H Of this shipman / speke y no more as now ; 680 

TheEmpreMgoet But this lady / vn-to a Nonnerie 

unnery, ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ there faste by / hir drow, 

Wher the ladyes / of hir conpaignie 

Were ful glad, & of hir genterie 684 

Keceyned hire / al thogh pat no notice 

They hadde / of hire estat of Emperice. 686 

(99) 

[leaf 4s] And there abood shee / a long tymes space 687 

In holy lyf / and vertuous clennesse ; 
and, by God'i Vn-to whom god ysf / and shoop swich a grace, 
folk. \)at shee kowde hele folk* of hir seeknesse, 

What so it were / and thidir gan hero dresse 691 

ffrom eu^y part / and euery Contree, 

They fat felten any infirmitee.* 693 

(100) 
HtrcnrMd Than shoop it / he )Mit to the Emperonr 694 

By hire heer vp heeng / fat cursid traitour, 
Mirour of malice and iniquitee, 
!• now a leper. As foul a IcepTo was / as mighto be : 608 

Lo, thogh god him / to wreke a whyle abyde, 
The fals and wikkid, qwytith he sum tyde. 700 

* Later scribble in mai^ : * Righte weUe . . Roborte . . Ro- 
barte . . ffhrmmm.' 
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(101) 

The knygtii eek which the Erles doghtir slow — 

The Emperice & shee / bothe sleepynge, 

As I before told haue / vn-to yow — 

Was blynd and deef / and also the tremblynge 

Of palesie / sore gan him wrynge : 

No force how sore / swich a wreeche smerte, 

That to wommen / so cruel is of herte. 



701 Th« Mm knight 
who kUd Um 
Earl's daaght«r 



705 



707 



!• blind, dni, 
andpaUiad. 



(102) 

IF The theef / which to the maistir of the ship 
Betrayed themperice, his lady, als 
f&om harm ne greef / kowde nat make a skip — 
Crod sheelde he sholde / he )>at was so fals 
To hire / ^t from the roop[e] kepte his hala — 
Potagre and gowty / & halt he was eek*, 
And was in othir sundry wyse seek*. 



708 [le«f48.bMk] 
TIm tht«f*Mnrtnt 



712 



714 



It gouty and 



(103) 

IT The Shipman had also the franesie, 

pat yriih this Emperice / hadde ment 

ffulfillid his foul lust of aduoutrie, 

Which was in him / ful hoot and ful f eruent : 

See how aH hem / ^t to this Innocent, 

This noble lady / had y-doon greuance, 

Our lord god qwitte / wtt^ strooke of vengeance. 



715 The Shipman 
huthttrmaj. 



719 



721 



(104) 

IF Tee men, whos vsage is, wommen to greeue. 
And falsely deceyue hem and bytraye, 
No wondir is / thogh yee mis happe & cheeue : 
Grod qwyte yow wole / and your wages paye 
In swich [e] wyse / fat it yow shal afl'raye. 
Let goddes wreches hens-foorth yow miroure, 
ffor, but if yee do / yee shul bye it soure. 



722 Ood'a vragvanoa 
fidls on deoelYari 
of^ 



726 



728 
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[tear 44] 

Whm th« Em- 
peror hear* of the 
Holy Woman 



who heals all 



(105) 

IF Now to the Emperoor, tome wole y, 
Which, whan he herde / ^t in an Abbeye 
Of Nonnes / was a womman so holy, 
And thereto so konnynge, he herd[e] seye, 
That voide kowde shee / and dryue aweye 
Seeknesses att / of what kynde or nature 
They weren / and hem hele wel & cure, 



729 



733 



735 



(106) 
hebidshiiieprooa Right thus vn-to his brothir seide he tho : 

brother ffo with ,«,.,, 

hiin to her, " To this holy wommau / best is ]>at we. 

As faste as we may make vs reedy, go, 
Syn, so good / and so gracious is shee, 

and set onrad. ))at of thy leepre / shee may cure thee." 

This was assentid / they hem haaste & bye 
In what they may / vn-to fai Nonnerie* 



736 



740 



742 



The Abbeesand 
Convent meet 
the Emperor, 



(107) 

Knowen vn-to thabbesse & hir Couent 
How fat the Emp^rour / was ny comynge, 
Ageyn him in processiofi / am they went, 
Hir saruice f ul deuoutly syngynge. 
And dide al / fat was to swich cas longynga 
And whan he in thabbeye was alight, 
Thus of thabbesse / he axid anoon right : 



743 



747 



749 



(108) 

[leaf 44, back] " Is ther any swich womman in this hous, 750 

As f olkes hele can of hir seeknesse t 
Men seyn, heere is a womman merueiUous : 
Shal it be fownden soo " / he seide, ** Abbesse 1 " 
and ten him thej If And shoo oiiswerde / " Sir^ in soothfastnesse 754 
unequaid power. A good wommau / dwellyugc is / wftt^ vs heere, 

Which in vertu / we knowen noon hir peere.** 756 
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(109) 

She dide hir come anoon / to bis presence ; 
But with hir veil / hir face hid had shee, 
To been vnknowe / and dide him reue>*ence, 
As longid vn-to his by Dignitee. 
And right as blyne / of hir^ axid he, 
" Can yee my brothir / of his maladie 
Of leepre, core, and of mesebie t 

(110) 

" If fat yee can / now tell on, y yow preye, 
ffor your kbour / ful wel qwyte wole y." 
But or )>at shee / aght wolde answere & seye, 
She caste hir look about[en] / and there sy 
The Emperoures brothir stande by, 
pat leepre was / and eek* tho othir three 
pat had hir doon so greet aduersitee, 



757 The EropreM 
oooiM veild to 
the Emperor, 



761 



763 



764 



768 



770 



hielfproni 
brotlier. 



(HI) 

That is to seyn / the knyght, theef, and shipman ; 771 

And thanne shee spak* / and seide in this wyse : 

'' Sire / noon pat is heere, y cure can ; 

I may nat take vp-on me fat empryse — 

Thereto may nat my konnynge souffyse — 775 

But if fat they /an open shnfte make 

Of hire offenses dirke & synnes blake/' 777 

(112) 

f To his brothir / than spak* this Emperour : 778 

'* Among aH Ys / thee openly confesse ; 

Spare nat to deskeuere tbyn errour, 

Syn fat thow ther-»by / maist, of thy seeknesse 

Cured be / telle out al thy wikkidnesse ; 782 

Be nat abassht / it manly is to synne, * ^ SjSIre^Sc^ 

But feendly is / longe lye ther-ynne." 784 



Clear 45] 

and her other 
three betrayers, 

andsajeehe 
cannot cure them 



nnleee they oon- 
fete tiieir dns. 



Tlie Emperor bide 
hie broUier oon- 
fees his guilt. 



^ Later, aboTe this : lobn. 



168 XXII. JBRESLAUS'S WIFE. THE EMPEROR's BROTHER TRICKS HIM. 



The Brother 
miikee a sham 
confeeelon, 



bat not of his 
•III wj^alnet the 
Empr 



[lettf45,bMk] 



Shenyihehai 
not made ftUl 
•hrift 



The Brother then 
tajs he can't do 
it anIeM the Em- 
peror 'ii forgive 
him. 



(113) 

ffor forme / a confessiofi made he, 
Swich as it was / but how the Emperice, 
his lordes wyf / he heeng vp-on a tree 
By hire heer / tolde he nat / fat cursid vice, 
ffor tome it sholde him / in-to preiudice 
And harm also / deskeuere kepte he noght, 
Yit aftirward / he ther-to was y-broght 



785 



789 



791 



(114) 

Whan fat his lewde shrifte was y-do, 792 

" Sire," quod shee / " laboure y sholde in veyn, 

If aght I leide / your brothir vn-to, 

ffor he maad haath / noon hoo][e] shrifte, ne pleyn." 

IT This Emperour vn-to him spak* ageyn : 796 

" "Woost thow nat weel / thow art a foul mesel 1 

Telle out, let see / shiyue thee deene and wel, 798 

(116) 
" Or truste me weel / for fat encheson) 799 

Thow voide shalt / out of my conpaignie." 
H " Lord " he seide / " but if your pardofi 
Tee me promette / I dar nat specifie 
O word of my gilt / I yow mercy crye.'* 803 

f Quod themperour / " what, haast thow agilt me 1 " 
H " Certes, right greeuously / my lord," seide he. 805 

(116) 
H " Now," qwod the Emperour / " and haast thow so t " 
And of the Emperice / he thoghte nat, 807 

But weenynge / shee many a day ago. 
Deed had been / seide / " what offense is that t 

810 



The Emperor pro- Be nat afcrd / but teH on plein & plat, 

mieee to pardon 

him. ffor what so pat it be / y foryeue al ; 

Truste wel I faty seye, y holde shaL"* 



812 



^ Later scribble at foot, c 1600, 'per me wyllyun . . perme 
me wyllyam Hopkins.' 
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(117) 

Ther-with, al was his brothir herted weel : 
Al how the Emperice had he betrayed, 
Before hem aH / he tolde out euerydeel ; 
Where-of / the Emp^rour was sore affrayed. 
His brothres reward / had nat been vnpayed, 
Nad promesse of the Emp^rour him bownde 
To pordofi / for which wo was him fat stownde ; 

(118) 
Ahnoost he was / out of him self certeyn ; — 
So seith the book* / and fat was no meruaiE 
What lord is fat / if swich a word sodeyn 
To hhn cam of his wyf / whos gouemaiH 
Was hires lyk* / but ny to sholde him faiH 
his wit and his good disposicion) 
ffor the sodeyn woful impression) 1 

(119) 
ffor falle anoon sholde in his remembrance 
Hir yertuous manure and wommanhede, 
hir beautee / shap / good cheere & daliance : 
Al this considered / withouten drede, 
Out of the weye of ioie / him wolde lede, 
The mis / of so yertuous a persone ; 
And y it nat for fat enchesoh) allone f ^ 

(120) 
But also the ynkyndely tresofi 
Of his brothir / fat him to him had qwit 
So falsely / me thynkith by reson) 
Stike right ny / yu-to his herte oghte it, 
And causen him / f ul many an heuy fit ; 
But nathelees / wit axith, & prudence, 
Al thyng fat fallith / take in pacience. 



813 [leaf 46] 

Th« Eraperor'c 
brother confeMe* 
hi* fin againtl the 
Empress. 

817 



819 



820 TbeBropaioris 
almost bestte 
hImstU; 



824 



826 



827 remembering Us 
wife's Tirtoe and 
beau^. 



831 



833 



834 Clear 46. back] 



and his brotlier's 
nnnatural treason. 



838 



840 



^ Later scribble in margin : 'spindlye (?) Rslm . . Ry 2 (!) be that . . he that 
roy . . he that in yonth no verke will vae, all . . thomas . . ddcn . . god . . y, d, 
ddMcc^..d..d..y daye . And . . iiij D . . hud . . h . . m, m.' 
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Tlie Emperor 
oarMt hli brother, 



and attid he'd 



(121) 

H Now to my purpos / tliemp^rotir tho spak* 
To his broihir / and thus he to him seide : 
" Thow cursid wiecche / thow demoniak* ! 
pat our lord god / which for vs alle deide, 
The strook of his yengeance / yp-on thee leide, 
No wondir is / had y this befom wist, 
Thy body sholde ban the grownd swept 6s kist ; 

(122) 



panlth Mra 
•harply If he 
hftdn't prumint 
to forgive him. 



'* And ther-to eek / as sharp[e] punisshement 
As pat dyuyse ther kowde any wight, 
Thow sholdest ban y-preeued by the sent ; 
But holde wole y / fat y thee haue bight." 
iiMn the Knight H And thanne conf esse him / began the knyght 
pat the Erles doghtir slow / " as shoe sleep," — 
lo, thus he seide / takith now good keep^ — 

(123) 

Deaf 47] IF " Notice noon," seide he, " ne knowlechynge 
haue y of pat lady / ne who it is, 
confeeeet Uiat hie But as my lord the Erl rood on huntynge 

lord, the Kart, . 

found a lady In a f oreste ones / wel woot y this, 
umg ng 7 er ^ ^^.^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ baugyuge Ivds 

On a tree by hire beer / and of pitee 
And routhe meeued / hire adoun took* be, 

(124) 



and pot her in 
vltarge of hia 
daughter. 



" And to his Castel / wi't^ him hire he ladde. 
And the charge / bytook* to hire, and cure. 
To keepe a yong Doghtir / which ^t he badde, 
Hire to teche and to leme norture. 
But to me shoop ther / a mis-auenture ; 
The Knight tried I bisyod me / to haue by hire leyn ; 

to lie with her. 

And al my labour / ydil was and veyn. 



841 



845 



847 



848 



852 



854 



855 



859 



861 



862 



866 



868 



^ Later, at foot : 'Thomas Onslor • . . mofte.' 
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(125) 
** ffor any craft / pat euere kowde y do, 869 And whtn iIm 

To me shee wolde assente by no way ; 
I kowde in no wyse / brynge hire ther-to ; 
hire answere was euere oon / & that was * nay/ 
Which was nothyng / vn-to my lost and pay ; 873 
Wherfore meued was y, nat a lyte, 
But ful greetly / and hire y thoghte qwyte,* 875 

(126) 
** And in hir bed / as shee lay on a nyght, 876 [liaf «7, buck] 

This yonge maide / and shee sleepynge faste, 
I kilde the chyld / and ther-with, foorth-right ht kiid tb* E«i'a 

__, ,, -, -J..., 1 1 .i M child, «nd pat the 

The bloody knyf / m-to the hand y thraste uoody inuie in 

Of the lady / for pat men sholde caste 880 

And suppose / how pat no wight but shee 

Mighte of this slaghtre and murdre gilty be, 882 

(127) 
'^ And thens / my lord maade hire yoyde anoon ; 883 and tha wm wnt 
But wher shee becam / am y nat priuee ; ^ 
God woot / fat knowleche / haue y ther-of noon." 
IT Than spak* the theef / ** j noot whom meene yee, Than tha Thief- 
But a lady of excellent beautee 887 

Allone and soul / cam by the way rydyngo, 
Whan for my gilt / y led was to hangynge ; 889 

(128) 
** And whan ^t this lady benigne & good, 890 bow tiia Lady 

Had hir look toward me cast, and espyed 
ffirom a-fer / in what mescheef pai y stood, 
hire herte anoon / of pitee was applyed, 
Me to socoure and helpe / and hath hire hyed 894 
Yn-to the place / wher deed sholde y be, 
And payde for my lyf / and saued me ; 896 naeuad him 

from daatb. 
^ In margin, by a later hand, c 1500 : 

' of all good things the worlde brought forth, 
a fjEutheftill frende ya thinge moste worthe ' . . . 

'gonemor.' (later still) '? shall the thynges the world bronght 
forth' . . . *y' . . . *H. Pershe' (?) » *lay' (later, at side). 
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[leaf 48] 



And lit betrayd 
hrr to a ledMrooi 
Shipman, who 
•uild off with bar. 



ThaShipman 
oonfaataa thai 
liadidso. 



bataatorm 



(129) 

** And aftirward, I, as a fals traitour 897 

Ageyn hir gentiUesse and hy bontee, 

To a sbipman / which was a foul lecchour, 

Betrayed hire / and to his Con tree 

him shoop lede hire / this man delanee, 901 

And fer in-to the See y saw he7n saiii* ; 

But what fil aftir / woot y nat sanz faiR." 903 

(130) 

IT " Swioh a fair lady, c^rtein y receyued 904 

In-to my ship " / seide the Shipman tho, 

<< And thoghte hane hire deffoulid & deceyned 

Amiddes the See / but shee preide so 

To god / yat my desyr was y put fro ; 908 

I mighte nat adieene my purpoos. 

Whan shee had preid / an hidous storm arooe, 910 

(131) 

** And shortly / of this for to speke and telle, 911 

The wynd ful sore / in the sail bleew & haf. 

And the wawes began to bolne & swelle, 

And our taklynge brast / and the ship daf 

In two / of seurtee loste y ny the staf ; 915 

Vndir the watir / wen ten eucrychone ; 

My self except / knowe I no sanf persone. 917 

(132) 

** By a bord of the ship, heeld y me faste ; 918 

And as )>at my fortune shoop fat tyde, 
The wawes me sanf vp-on the land caste." 
IT This Emperice list no lengere hyde 
The KmprMt nya What Iwt shoe was / but spak* / and sumdel cryde 922 

the foar guilty '^ . 

men are now ^On hy / and to hem seide in this maneere : 

dean ahriven. 

" Now been yee cleene shryuen / freendes deere ; 924 



clave hia ahip. 



and be aloiie 



[leaf 48, back] 



escaped to land. 



^ In margin, later : ' lohn bo . . b b.' 



XXII. jereslaub's wifb rejoins him. 
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(133) 

" Now shul yee M haue of me medecyne." 925 

Shee dide hiie art / & helid euery wigHt 

Of his seeknesse / & voidid al his pyne ; 

And from hire heed / shee hath hir Teil y-pligHt, 

And hem hir face shewid anoon right. 929 

And as swythe / as the Emperour hir sy, 

pat shee his wyf was / kneew he verraily ; 931 

(134) 

And wtt/iOQte delay / to hire he sterte, 932 

And hire embraced in his armes tweyne. 

And kiste hire often / with vnfeyned herte ; 

But fro weepynge / he kowde him nat restreyne, 

Thogh it nat causid were of greef & peyne, 936 

But of the inward ioie which ^at stownde 

He took*, by-cause he had his wyfe y-fownde. 938 

(135) 

IF / many a wrecche is in this lond, y weene / 939 

pat thogh his wyf lengere had been him fro, 

No kus / but if it had been of the spleene, 

Shee sholde ban had / & forthermore also, 

ffyndynge of hire / had been to him but wo, 943 

fibr him wolde ban thoght fat swich a fyndynge, 

To los sholde han him tomed, and harmynge. 945 

(136) 

No force of pat / my tale I now thus eende : 946 

Hoom vn-to his Paleys this Emperour 

And his good lady themperice weende. 

And lyueden in ioie and by honour 

Til pat the tyme of deeth cam, and his hour, 950 

Which pat no vrigYit eschue may, ne flee ; 

And whan god list / also dye shul we. 952 



TheEmpran 
UitncarMtlM 
4 oCfondan, 

and UfU b«r Tell. 



Th« Emperor mm 
■he'a hia wife. 



ktMM her, and 
waept for joy. 



P«af40] 

(Many a wret4>h 
now would be 
•orry to find his 
wife again.) 



The Emperor 
took his wife 
home, and they 
IWd happily UU 
they died. 



Cxplidt fabttla it qndtnm Imperatnrt 3Rowiaua. 
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My Mend cunt 



and lonkt thro' 
thista^ 



(1) 

M7 freendi aftir, I tiowe, a wike or two 1 

That this tale endid was / hoom to roe cam, 
And seide / '* Thomas / hastow almoost dot 
To see thy werk" / hidur comen y am." 
My tale anoon y fette / and he it nam 5 

In-to his hand / and it al oueisy ; 
And aftirwar / he seide thus therhy : 7 

(2) 
[Uif 49, bark] if <* Thomss, it is wel vn-to my lykyng ; 8 

and then aakt roa But is ther sght fai thow porposist seye 

More on this tale ? " IF " nay, my fireend / no thyng." 

" Thomas / heere is a greet substance aweye : 

Where is the moralizynge / y yow preye, 12 

Bycome heere-of / was ther noon in the book* 

Oat of the which / ^at thow this tale took«1 " 14 



whara the Mora- 
Using waa. 



I'd nerer aaen 
one. 

So my friend 
went home. 



fetoht it, and Ii4t 
it with me. 



And I at once 
Englisht it In 
proae. 



(3) 

IT ** No certes, f reend / ther-in ne was ther noon. 

" Sikirly, Thomas / there-of I meruaiH ; 

Hoom wole y walke / and retotmie anoon ; 

Nat spare wole y / for so smal traoaifi, 

And looks in my book* / there y shal nat faiH 

To fynde it / of pat tale it is parcel, 

ffor y seen hane it ofte / & knowe it weL" 

(4) 

He cam ther-wttA / and it vn-to me redde, 
Leuynge it with me / & hoom wente ageyn ; 
And to this moralyzynge I me spedde, 
In prose wrytynge it / hoomly and pleyn, 
ffor he conseillid me / do so / certeyn ; 
And lo / in this wyse and maneere it seith, 
Which to pat tale is good be knyt, in feith : 



15 



19 



21 



22 



26 



28 
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1 Sic incipit moralijaclo* p*^*^^ 

This EmperoQT fat j spak* of aboue / is our lord Thegu. Th« Emperor it 
•M » 1 • # f * 1 « mi Chrlat; Ilia 

Gryst / his wyf / is the some; Themperoures broih«r,iiiaii; 

brothir is man / to whom god committed and by took* ulLrrbodjand 

the care and the charge of his Empire / ^at is to seyn, "^ 

of his body / & nathelees principally of the soule / but 

the wrecchid fles^ ful often sythe stireth and excitith 

the soule vn-to synne / but the soule ^ot entiorly loueth 

god abouen alle thynses / makith euere resistence vn-to th© booi restsu 

^ ^ o / the (tort. 

synne / and takith his mightes & powers / pat is to 
seye, reson / wil / intellect and conscience, & makith 
swich inobedient flesah to the spirit, to been enprisoned 
in the prisofi of penance / til it obeye in all thynges to 
reson. if Themperour, pat is to seye, Cryst, is to come 
to the synnere / & thanne the flessh cryeth, axynge The neeh oriei 

for loercy* 

grace / and as often as he hath mercy / he hath hope / 

& for trust & hope of mercy / the rathere wole he synne. and then aina 

H Ageyn swiche folk spekith holy scripture in this 

wyse: IT "Accursid is or be bat man pat synneth in fMaiedte<n« 

liowo oui peocat 

hope " / to which the soule is often sythe enclyned / in ape. 

shee letith the fl6ssh goon out of the prison of penance / 

shee wasshith & pourgith the flessh of the ^filthes of [i leaf so, back] 

synne / clothynge it with goode vertues, & makynge it 

ascende / and worthe vp-on the steede of charitee / to 

ryde in good wirkes and deedes / pat it may meete with 

god in the holy day of Estren / but alias and wele- 

away / often sythe the synnerd offendith and trespaceth 

by the way in pat holy tyme / where-of the hert rysith / 

pat is to seyn, Delectacion of synne / and all the wittes 

rennen aftir synne / and the howndes / pat is to seyn, The hoanda are 

the wikkid thoghtes, alway berken, & maken swich 

instigaciofi / pat man, ^t is to seyn, the flessh and the 

soule, been to-gidere left with-outen any vertu / and 
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wherthurgli idi the wittes by whiche the scale vexed 

was, and troubled / been infect wtt^ dyuerse seeknesses / 

as ye / by the concupiscence of yen / heerynge / by 

[1 iMf5t.iMck] detraccion, ^and so foorth / wherfore the soule may nat 

^n^cSlrirt*** <>P«»ly ^ 8^» ^^ Cryst, hir spowse / tU fat att the 

wittes be confessed openly / and thanne doutelees the 
soule may be led to the ioie of poradys, to which he vs 
brynge, fat starf for our redempcion, amen. 

H (S^xplictt tnoraIi;atto, 



till lUI the neiMM 
are sbrivtn. 




XXIII. 
^ inciptt ars btiUiSdima stitxdsi moxi .. 
ua^Dh. (S^ixm omncg ijomlnes naturaUV^ scire Ijc^ 

jsi&erant ^ c' •♦ 

(1) 

since all men ^^7^ ^^ ^^^ uaturelly desjTie 1 

deslrt knowledge, ^J -, , . , 

To konne / o. eterne sapience, 
vniuersel Prince / Lord & Syre, 
Auctour of nature / in whos excellence 
Been hid alle the tresors of science, 5 

Makere of al / and ^t al seest & woost, 
I aek Thf«, Lord, This axc y thee / thow lord of mightes moost, 7 

(2) 
to open Thy Thy tresor of wisdam / & the konnynge 8 

wiedom lo roe. Of seintes / opne thow to me, y preye, 

pat y ther-of / may haue a knowlechynge ; 

Enforme eek me / and vn-to me by-wreye — 

Syn thow of al science berst the keye — 1 2 

Sotil matires right ^ profownde & greete. 

Of whiche / y feruently desire trete. 14 

(3) 
n«if5s] IF " sone myn / sauoure nat so hye, 5 si^ii^/i^ 15 

But dreede / herkne / and y shal teche thee 

Thyng )yat shal to thy soule fructifie ; 

^ Sotile matcrcs A (Ashburnham MS). 
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A chosen yifte shalt^ thow haue of me ; 

My loie / eternel lyf shal to thee be, 19 witdom nju 

The dreede of god / which the begynnynge is ' ]^^^ "»# beginning or 

Of wisdam / shalt thow leme^ / & it is this : ^nt zvl lo.) 

(4) 
" Now herkne a doctrine substancial, 22 simH taaob, 

f ffirst, how Lerne Dye / telle wole y ; i. how to iMun to 

U The .Ij, how fat a man lyue shal ; «. how toihre; 

H The iii.** how a man saciamentally s. how to notire 

Eeceyue me shal / wel and worthyly ; 26 

H The .iiy."** how with an herte cleene & pure *• how toioTt 

Imt. 

That a man loue me shal and honure." 28 

(6) 
U " Tho thynges .iiy."*' good lord, haue y euere ^ dimIpkIm 

Desired for to knowe / and hem to leere ; 30 

Yn-to myn herte ther is nothyng leuere ; 

A bettir thyng / can y nat wisshen heer^ ; 

But tellith me this / this fayn wolde y heere 33 

What may profyte the lore of dyynge, JJ^S?*^/^*^ ^ 

Syn deeth noon hauynge is / but a pryuynge 1 35 

(6) 
"ffor shoe, man reueth of lyf the swetnesse.'' 36 ci«if5s,bftck] 

^ " Sone, the art to lerne for to dye ^ sapimMa i. The art to lewn 

Is to the soule an excellent swetnesse, 

To which y rede / thow thyn herte applie ; 

Ther is noon art / fat man can specifie 40 

' So profitable / ne worthy to be is bettor than au 

Preferred artes att / as fat is shee. 42 

(7) 
** To wite and knowe / fat man is mortel, 43 

It is commune / yn-to folkes aHe ; 
pat man shal nat lyue ay heer / woot he wel ; 
No trust at al / may in his herte falk, 
That he eschape or flee may dethes galle, 47 

^ shalt A, om. D. ' leere A. 

N 2 
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But fewe fat can die / shall thow seen ; 

It is the yifte of god / beet )^t may been. A9 

(8) 
itittohATehMrt "To leme for to die / is to han ay 50 

when death Bothe herto and soole / redy hens to go. 



ooniM. 



That whan deeth cometh / for to cacche hir pray, 

Man rype be / the lyf to twynne fro, 

And hire to take / and receyue also 54 

As he that the comynge of his f elawe 

Desirith / and is therof ^ glad & fawe. 56 

(9) 

CiMfsi] " Bat more harm is / fdl many oon shalt thow fynde, 

Many take no pot ageyn deeth / maken no purueance ; 58 

' Hem lothen / deeth for to hane in hir mynde ; 
pat thoght / they holden thoght of encombrance ; 
worldly swetnesse / sleeth swich remembrance ; 61 
And syn to die / nat lemed han they, 
fbo the world twynne / they wolde in no way. 63 

(10) 
" They mochil of hir tyme / han despended 64 

In synne / and forrthy / whan, vnwaarly, deeth 
Yp-on hem fallith / and they nat amendid, 
And shal &om hem byreue wynd and breeth, 

and whm they ffor shco vnreedy fynt hem / whan shee sleeth / G8 

Hell. To helle goon tho soules miserable, 

There to dwelle in peyne perdurable. 70 

'' Deeth wolde han ofte a brydil put on thee, 71 

And thee with hire / led away shee wolde, 
Nadde the hand of goddes mercy be. 
Thow art ful^ mochil / vn-to fat lord holde, 
pat, for thow wrappid were in synnes olde, 75 

Foraakeyonr he Spared thee / thy synnes now forsake. 

And vn-to my doctrine / thow thee take ! 77 

* ther-of is A. • right A, 
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(12) 



82 



84 



85 



89 



91 



92 



" More to thee prufyte shal my lore 
Than choeen gold / or the bookes echone 
Of Philosopbres / and for fat the more 
Feraently / sholde it stire thy persone 
Yndir sensible ensaomple thee to one 
To god / and thee the bettre for to thewe, 
The mist^rie of my lore / y shal the shewe.^ 

(13) 
** Beholde now^ the liknesse and figure ' inward ▲ 
Of a man dyynge and talkyng with thee." 
IT The disciple, of fai speeche took* good cure, 
And in his conceit / bysyly soghte he. 
And ther-with-al / considere be gan, & see 
In him self put / the figure & liknesse 
Of a yong man of excellent faimesse, 

(14) 
Whom deeth so ny ransakid had, & soght, 
pat he withynne a whyle sholde dye. 
And for his soules helthe / had he right noght 
disposid / al vnreedy hens to bye 
Was he / and therfore he began to crye 
With lamentable Tois / in this mandere, 
paX sorwe and pitee greet / was it to heere : * 

(15) 
IT " Environd ban me, dethes waymentynges, U,2*iSySjSi^ 
Sorwes of belle ban conpaced me ; *" auStS^' 

Alias, etemel^ god 1 .o. kyng of kynges, * «unM 
Wher-to was y "bom / in this world to be ; 
O. alias / why in my natiuitee 103 

^ In the Ashbnmham MS the inside double-leaf of the next 

qnire has been sewn np as the ontside of the other, so that stan- 

sas 19-24 here come before stanzas 18-18. In like wise, stanzas 

25-80 here come in the Ashbomh. MS. after stanzas 81-86 here. 

* In margin, later, f abont 1500, 

Before thou pretend any evii) in thy harte, ) qtMxl 
BemembCT the en& when thow shalt departe, ) Carter. 



78 CUiifft4,b«ok3 



96 



98 



wisdom bids her 
Disdpls 



•npposs a dying 
man talks to iiiin. 



a man who is nol 
ready ftirdsaUu 



[iMif 65] 

'Tht pains of 
UeU 
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Nadde I perisshid 1 o, the begynnynge 

Of my lyf was with sorwe & with weepynge, 105 

(16) 

** And now iryn ende comth / hens moot y go 106 

With sorwe / waylynge and greet heuynesse. 
Death's preMooe 0. deeth, th mynde is full of bittur wo ; 

Yn to an her wont vn-to gladnesse, 

And norisshi in delicat swetnesse, 110 

u horrible to mo. Horrible is th ^ presence / and f ul greeuable 

To him fat vong is / strong and proeperabie. 112 

(17) 
'' litil wende y so soone to han deid : 113 

cruel deeth / thy comynge is sodeyn ; 
ff ul vnwaar was y / of thy theefly breid ; 
Thow haast as in awayt / vp-on roe leyn ; 
Thy comynge vn-to me / was^ vncerteyn ; 117 

Thow haast yp-on me stolen / and me bownde ; 
Eschape y may nat now / my mortel wownde. 119 

(18) 
" Thow me with thee drawist in yren cheynes, 120 
As a man dampned / wont is to be drawe 
To his torment / outrageous been my peynes. 
A, now for sorwe / and fere of thee & awe, 
1 07, bat eMi find With haudes clight / y ciye / and wolde fa we 124 

DO iriaoe to flee to* 

Wite the place whidir for to flee ; 

But swich oon / fynde can y noon / ne see.* 126 

(19) 
** I looke on eu^ry syde bisyly, 127 

But help is noon / help and confort been dede ; 
A vois horrible of deeth / sownynge heere y, 
pat seith me thus / which encressith my drede : 
' Thow dye shalt / reson noon / ne kynrode, 131 



Bat I oanuot 
ipeiU 



Oof 65,bMk] 



andnoooe to 
help me. 



* Thyn hour was m-to me fal — A. 

' A. goes on with st 31, p. 186 : ' Or as an arwe shot oat of a 
bowe/ the leaf being misplaced. 
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ffrendshipe / gold / ne noon othir richesse 

May thee deliure / out of dethes duresse. 133 

(20) 
** * Thyn eende is comen / comen is thyn eende, 134 Mj «id u come. 
It is decreed / ther is no resistence.' 
lord god / shal y now die / and hennes weende t 
Whethir not changed may he this sentence ; cannot my wnt- 

enotbtcliangsdP 

O. lord, may it nat put heen* in suspense 1 » be pat a. 138 

Shal y out of this world so soone go 1 

Alias / wole it noon othir he than sol^ 140 

(21) 

" deeth, o deeth, greet is thy crueltee I 141 o«if 8«i 
Thyn office al to sodeynly doost thow. 
Is ther no grace 1 lakkist thow pitee t o Death, haat 

® ^ thoanoplty?' 

Spare my youthe / of age rype ynow 144 

To dye / am y nat yit / spare me now 1^ » d add»*ynow.' 
How cruel )Kit thow art / on me nat kythe ! 
Take me nat out of this world so swythe ! " 147 

(22) 
IT Whan the disciple this complaynte had herd, 148 
He thoghte al ^ai he spak* / nas hut folie, 
And in this wyse / *he hath* him answerd : ♦-♦ hath ro to a. The Diacipie 

antwerathe 

IF "Thy wordes, freeud / withouten any lye, dying man: 

pat thow haast hut smal lerned / testifie ; 1 52 

Euene to aH / is dethes iugement ; 
Thurgh-out the world / strecchith hir paiement. 154 

(23) 
" Deeth / fiauorable is to no ^ maner wight ; » ow. no a. 1 55 ' Death haa no 
To ati / hir self / shee delith equally ; 
Shee dredith hem nat / fat been of greet might, 
Ne of the olde and yonge / hath no mercy ; mercy on old « 

* In margin, later, c. 1500 : 

Some desarve or they desyer / and yett they lacke \ 

that they Requyre ; f quod 

Some desyre or they desarve / and yett the[y] i Carter. 

gayne whyll« oth^ starre, / 



184 
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[leaf 50, bftck] 

It Uktt folk «t 
all 



The ryche & poore folk* eek* certainly 159 

She Fesith / sbee sparith rigbt noon estaat ; 

Al }fat lyf berith / with hir chek' is maat^ 161 

(24) 

** Ful many a wight / in you the takith shee, 162 

And many 'an othir eek*' in middil age, *-* ooo abo a. 
And some nat / til they right olde be : 
Wendist thow ban been / at swich aoantage 
Do TOO think yoa bot shee nat darste / ban paied thee thv wase, 166 

oiilyaratobt 'T , , , ^ O » 

•puwiP' But oonly ban thee spared & forbom. 

And the prophetes deid ban beer-befoml" 168 

(25) 

IF Than spak* thymage / answerynge in this wyse : 169 

" Soothly thow art an heuy oonfortour ; 

Thow yndirstandist me nat / as the wyse : 

They ^at continued ban in hir errour, 

Lyuynge in synne / vn-to bur detbes hour, 

Worthy be dampned for ^at they ban wrogbt ; 

And bow ny deeth is / they ne dreede nogbt 



Th«rappoMd 
djitig man sajra 



173 



175 



hadoeant 
lament Death's 
Judgment, 

bat his own 
onpreparednees. 



(26) 

'' Tho men ful blynde been, & bestial. 
Of ^at sbal folwe / aftir this Lyf present, 
fforsigbte / swiche folk* ban noon / at al. 
I nat bewaille detbes iugement ; 
But this is al the cause of my torment ; 
The barm of vndisposid deeth / y weepe ; 
I am nat reedy / in the grownd to creepe, 



176 



180 



182 



^ At foot of leaf 56, later, c 1500 : 

The brwett of eviit tonges / what woman can eachew f 
or who can let a fowlo to wytt / the thinge that is mtrew : 

quod Cartel* // 
In margin of leaf 56 : 
Since of a womans breestet I was fostered / \ 
Dame Nature sayth / I sholde them Lore / r quod 
Why shold any man / ther-wyth by offended / i Carter // 
In generally it is gevin from hym abore / * 



«« 
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(27) 
I keepe^ nat / pat y shal hennes twyne, »w«n»A. 183 Dmtn} 
But of mj dayes / I the harm bewaitt, 
ffruytlees past / sauf yrith bitter fruyt of synne ; 
I wroghte in hem nothyng / fat mighte auaiH 'i <*w nothing 

To sooles helthe / y dide no traoaiH 187 hMith. 

To lyne wel / but leued to the staf 
Of worldly lustes / to hem y me gat 189 

(28) 
" The way of trouthe y lefte / & drow to wronge ; 190 
On me nat shoon the light of rightwisnesse ; 
The Sonne of intellect / nat in me sprong^ ; 

T am weery • of my wroght wikkidnesse : « weery am a. But i am wmrj 
y walkid haue, weyes of hardnesse 194 

And of perdicion / nat kowde y knowe 
The way of god / wikkid seed haue y sowe. 196 

(29) 
** Alias, what hath pryde profytid me, 197 PAie and ridiM 

Or what am y bet / for riche richesse hepynge t 
AH they as a shadwe passid be, S^SSa^'brjiTiilS 

And as a messager faste rennynge, S5 t«JS™^ 'S'uZ 
And also / as a ship fat is sayllynge ^'*** *** ** 
In the wawes / & floodes of the See, 
Whos kerfd nat fownden is / whan past is shoe. 203 

(30) 
'^ Or as a brid / which in the eir fat fleeth,' 204 [kaf n, back] 

No pieef * fownde is / of the cours of his flight ; aSiSta^r^ 

Ko man espie can it / ne it seeth, « way a« 

* At top, in a later hand : " Post bellam anxiliam : Ayde 
after the felde is aliedy ftaght." In maigin : ** fortune not 
faroring, thingef not witAowt highe consell and wisdom enter- 
prised, have a very vnlncky ende ; and contrarie thinge* donne 
temerosly, yf she &Tor, haye right prosperous ohaonce / exam- 
ple, ' Sirenns persian, a Captain ' / What I speeke lyethe in 
myne owen powre / bnt how so the things as I do, shall ende or 
be taken, standethe in the pleasnr of fortune k j* kinge." 
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Sauf with his wynges / the wynd softe & light 

He betith / and cuttith their^ / by* the might 208 

Of swiche stirynge / & foorth he fleeth his way ; 

And tookne aftir pat / no man see ther may. 210 

(31) 
or Ml wrroir tiiot « Or as an arwe / shot out of a bowe, 211 

from a bow. 

Twynneth the eir / which Jwtt continuelly 

Agayn is closyd / pat man may nat knowe 

Where pai it paste / no wi^t the way ay i 

Bight so / syn pai y bom was / fan haue j 215 

Continuelly* / y stynted for to be, * Anooo iigmM a. 

And tokue of vertu / shewid noon in me. 217 

(32) . 

IrViflnofiOA • ^ In nwllfi 



" I am consumed in my wikkidnesse ; iJ?<ISiS!inpS?K 
Mj hop« is like a Myu hope is / as it were a wolle-loke ■*** ""^ ** 



lock of wool tost 

iqrUM wind. Which the wynd / vp reisith^ / for his lightneese, 

Or small foom / pat desparplid is, and broke ♦ biow» amj a. 
W»t^ tempest / or as with wynd waastith smoke, 222 
Or as mynde of an oost / pat but a day 
Abit / and aftir passith foorth his way. 224 

(33) 
D«af w] " ffor why my speeche is now in bittimesse, 225 

And my wordes / been ful of sorwe & wo ; 
My heart la Myu herte is plunged deepe in heuynesse, 

are dim. Myn yen been al dymme and dirke also. 

Who may me grante / pat y may be so 229 

As I was / whan y beautee hadde, & strengthe, 

And had befom me / many a dayes^ lengthe, 231 

* jeerwA. 

(34) 
*' In wiche y the harm mighte han seen befom, 232 
pat now is on me ftdl / I yaf no charge 
Of the good precious tyme / y haue it lorn ; 
But as the worldly wynd / bleew in my barge, 
ffoorth droof y ther-wttA / and leet goon at laige 236 

* their A (the air). • with A. 
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Al loos the brydil of concupiscence, i K»ve reina to 

And ageyn verta / made y resistence.^ 238 

(35) 
" My dayes I despente in vanitee ; 239 

Noon heede y tooka of hem / but leet hem passe, 
Nothyng considerynge hir precioustee, 
But heeld my self free bom as a wylde asse ihddmj«rtfa8 

fhM M a wild Ml. 

Of thaftirclap / insignte had no man lasse ; 243 

I ouer blynd was / y nat sy ne dredde, 

With what wo / deeth wolde haaste me to bedde. 245 

(36) 
" And now as fisshes been with hookes kaght, 246 [iMf », bMk] 

And as ^at briddes / been take in a snare, 

Deth hath me hent / eschape may y naght ; ^* "o^ ^^••^ 

This vnwaar woful hour / me makith bare 
Of my custumed ioie / and my welfare ; 250 

The tyme is past / the tyme is goon for ay ; 
No man reuoke / or calle ageyn it may. 252 

(37) 
** So short was not the' tyme / pat is goon, >|hka. 253 
But y, of goostly lucres / & wynnynges, i might Ut© 

Aughte' haue in it purchaced many oon, * Migiit« ▲. trMaare, imi 

didn't. 

Exceedynge in value / M eerthly thynges 
Inconparablely / but to his wynges 257 

The tyme hath take him / & no purueance 
There-in made I / my soule to auance. 259 

(38) 
" Alias, I, caytif / for angwissh & sorwe, 260 Now i weep uttar 

My teeres trikelen / by my cheekes doun ; 
No salt watir / me needith begge or borwe ; 

^ In TnaTgin, in a later hand : " He lyvethe so moche the 

easier, who to delighted was vsed nener.'* At foot : ** Quod caret 

altema reqnie, durabile non est. 

Wliat thing restethe not now k then amonge, 
But still traveyleth, cannot endore longe." 

Below, in another hand : " Be ytt knowen vnto aft men by these 

presentes that I, Wylliam WyUon)[?]." 
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and roourn tht 
UoM I'vt lo«t. 



[toafM] 

Why did I pat 
oflrun«ndmeiit? 



Why didn't I 
iMrntodto? 



Myn yen flowen now in greet foysofm ; 

Alias / this is a sharp conclnsiot^n, 264 

Thog& J the tyme past / conpleyne & mounie ; 

ffor al my care / wole it nat retoume.^ 266 

(39) 
** my lord god / how laach and negligent^ 267 

Haue y been / why haue I put in delay 
And taryynge myn amendement? 
Wher-to haue y dissumuled / welaway 
Alias / so many a fair and gracious day 271 

Haue y lost / & am^ from me goon & ronne, •b«i. 
\)ai mighte in hem / my soules helthe han wonne. 273 

(40) 
** Myn hertes woful waymentacions, 274 

Who can hem telld / who can hem expr^sse t 
Now fallen on me accusacions 
Wondirly thikke / of my wroght wikkidnesse. 
In flesshly lust / and ydil bysynesse, 
Leet y* my dayes / dryue foorth and slippe. 
And nat was beten / wi\Ji penances whippe» 

(41) 
" Why sette y so myn herte in Yanitee 1 
0, why ne had y lemed for to die 1 
Why was y nat ferd of goddes maugree t 
What eilid me / to bathe in swich folio Y 
Why nadde reson / goten the maistrie 
Of me / whyl for my spirit was rebel, 
And list nat vndirstonde / to do weL 

^ At foot, in a later hand : " Lore ys the occupacyon or boci- 

nes of ydeU folkes, that have nothing eles to sette them eelve 

on werke witA-alle / Diogenes / Of wilde bestes, the backebyter 

is the worse; Of tame bestes, the flaterer / I>io[geues]." At 

side : ** Benefidom dando acoepit, qui digno dedit, 

Himself, by geying, receyreth a benefich«. 
Who geyetne to a person worthie to haye yt." 

' In margin, in a later hand : " Diogenes being asked what 

was the moost miserable things in this worlde, annswered, 'An 

aged man in extreme ponertiee / ' " At foot : " Yertnus and good 

men, the lyyelye and true ymage of god / Diogenes.*' 



278 

«llMtl. 

280 
281 



285 



287 
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(42) 
" 0, alle yee pat heere been present, 288 n«af b0, bMk] 

Yee bat floure in Youthes lusty grennesse, y© who floarisii 

' In jour joath. 

And seen / how deeth / his bowe hath for me bent., 

And tyme conenable han / to redresse 

)}at yoor^ vnroly yonthes wantonnesse 292 

Offendid hath / considereth my miserie, eoiwider mj 

The stormy seson / folwith dayes merie. 294 

(43) 
" Let me be your ensaumple and your mirour, 295 Let m© be • 

warning to you. 

Lest ye slippe in-to my plyt miserable. 

With God, despende of your youthe^ the flour; »d«jti a. 

If yee me folwe / in-to peril semblable, 

Tee entre shuln / to god yee yow enable ; 299 

In holy wirkes your tyme occupie, d« ^^j woa 

•' .^ ^ IT ' while you've 

And whyle it tyme is / vices mortine. 301 time. 

(44) 
H " Alias, o youthe / how art thow fro me slipt 1 302 
O. god eteme / y vn-to thee conpleyne * JuSS^^JIST*^*" 
The wrecchidnesses / in whiche' y am dipt ; 
Lost is my youthe / y smerte in euery veyne. My youth u lost 

The gilt / ^at wroght hath my synfal^careyne. 306 
O youthe / thy fresshenesse and iolitee 
Hatith thy soothes / be told vn-to^ thee.-* 308 

(AK\ * to be told to A. 

*' No lust had y to doon as y was taght, 309 n^f eo] 

Ther-of had y right* greet desdeyn & hokir ;• • (w a. 

* At foot, in a later hand : " 11. Socrates being asked* ' by 
what meanes a man myght optaine an onnest name k fame, ' To 
be,' <\uod he, ' A man in deede, as he desireth to be ' / " 

At side : " 2. Socrates. Nothing owght to be desired of god 
in mennes prayers, bat vnder this forme, and wttA thes wordes : 
'Snche thinges as bee good for as,' wttAowte any further addy- 
cioun." ... " Socrates : The best sauce in the worlde for meats 
is to be hungrye." 

* At top, in a later hand : ' 2. Hokir, Lotliesome ' . . . 

At foot : " 8. Socrates said that soche as hadde well broken 
themselTes to Tertuus living and temperate dyet, did perceyve 
* *ukod* is croit thro', 'demaimded' is written orer it 
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Good counsel Whan men conseillid wel / y herde it nagfet : 

I oartd no mort 

for than an old Nat 80 moche / Es bv an old boote or cokir 

boot. ' "^ 

Sette J ther-by / in-to myn bertes lokir 313 

Entre migllte / noon bolsom disciplyne ; 

No wil bad y / to good conseil enclyne. 315 

(46) 
" Lord god, now / in a deep dych am y faH ; 316 

Now I'm in th« In-to the snaie of deetb / entred am y ; 

•naraoTDaatli.* ' '^ ' 

Bet bad it been / tban tbus bad it^ befaU, < u iiad \U9» a. 
Neuere ban be bom of my modres body. 
But there-in ban perissbid vttirly, 320 

(Tor y despeute in pryde and in bobance 
The tyme grantid^ me / to do penance." » lent to a. 322 

(47) 
TheiNwipieMiTs IT To wbich answeide the disciple tbo : 323 

'^ Lo / we die alle / and as watir we slyde f scre. <mmm 

murimur, it 

In-to the eerthe / which bat neuere mo q*>^ «q*>« 

' » dilaMinar In 

Eetoume sbal / but on a sikir syde '*''™°* *^ 

We standen alle / for god nat wole byde 327 

*R«pmt; atk HiB mercy firo man / who-so list it craue, 

inorcy, and you'll 

bav0 It. Be repentant / and mercy axe & haue. 329 

(48) 
Ciaaf 60. back] « God haastith nat / the gilt of man to wreke, 330 

But curteisly / abydith repentance. • khai aqra and a. 
Heerc me now / what y sbal to thee^ speke : 
ffor fat thow hast offendid / do penance ; JtSnCtSr?" 
TarntoQod, Tome vn-to god / with hertes obeissauce ; SJIIS^**^ ^''^ 

Axe him mercy / )>at^ is al merciable, « which ▲. 
and ba saved.' And saued shalt thow been / it^ Lb no fable.*' * thia a. 336 

k take of the same, bothe moche more pleasure aud lesse paynes, 
then soche as, wttA all highe cure and diligence, did on every 
syde make provisiofi to have all thinges of pleasure." 

At side : " Socrates. 14. As we do not put Images to making, 
but onely to soche workemen of whome we se some noumber of 
Images well-favordly and minonly [t] made a-fore ; So sholde we 
take Tn[to] no persons ower frendeship, but soche as we perfectly 
know to have tried [?] themselves faythefull and oerviceable 
frende to other a-fore, to other folkes." 
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(49) 
IT Thymage of deeth answerde anoon to )Kit : Jo^^JlJmo 
" How spekist thow, man / shal y me repente, l^^ttS"*^ 
Shal y me tome / o man, ne seeet thow nat, SeSeo mi 

coiiu«rt«r«f* 
Nonne vldes 

341 



Th«rappoMd 
dying man Mjs 



343 



% Qmwd' 
modam per- 
drix cum rab 
vngolbos 



Ne takist thow noon heede ne entente 
Of dethea angwisshes / fat me tormente 
And oppressen / so greuously and eharpe 
That y not what to do / or thynke or carpe. 

(50) 
'' As a partrich / fat with the hawk* is hent 
And streyned with his clees / so is agast 
pat his lyf ny from him is goon and wente f mox'diMer- 

p«nda com* 

Right 80 / my wit is cleene fro me past, ^*'[lJ2j{u ^^ 

And in my mynde / is ther no thoght ne cast dl^moSo^ 
Othir than serche a way / how deeth eschape ^lur / 
Bat y in veyn / ther-afbir looke and cape.^ 'gape a. 

(51) 
** Nat wole it be / for deeth me doun opp?*essith ; 351 
The twynnynge of my lyf / ful bittir is, 
pat hurtith me greuously / and distressith ; 
fful holsom had it be ^ / to me or this, * been a. 
Penance' ban doon / for fat y wroghte amis 355 

Whyles my tyme / was in his rypnesse, 
ffor ^t had been / the way of sikirnesse ; 357 

(52) 
" But he fat late / to penance him takiih, JL^* *"iS!ci« 
Whethir he verraUy or feynyngly 7m^i/ ' * 

Bepente / he noot / vncertain it him makith. vS^m t^' vd 
Wo is me / fat my lyf so synfuUy 
I ledde / and to correcte it / lachid y ; 
Ageyn my soules helthe haue y werreied, 
pat for it haue no bettre purueied. 

(53) 
H *' Alias, to longe hath be' the taryynge 
And the delay of my correcciofi ! 

' Alterd to 'rePentaunce.' PenaDce A. 



* Sly anguish !• 
•o tharp, I know 
not what to do. 



My wiU are goiia. 



Paafdl] 

Death OTuahet 
me. 



flcte peniteat. 



362 



Woe ia me that I 
ledaitnltdUfel 



364 



^0 longa 
nimi* protrae* 
tado amenda- 
cionia mee / 



Too long hare I 
put off 
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amendinK. 



A good purpos / withoute begynnyynge, CJIgJ^iS; 
Good wil / wtt^outen operaciofl, tociK-^o- m^ 

Good p'omesae / and noon execuciofi, 369 

fiborih diyue amendes / fro morwe to morwe, 
And nenere doon / fat causith al^ my sorwe.* » now a. 371 



(54) 



Peaf 61, bMk] 



372 



▲1m, my gilt! 



SOjTMnlMTe 

llMt 



I never wm 
vertuous for m 
day. 



** morwe, morwe / thow haast me begilt ! 

O / whethir this miserie / nat exceede 

Al worldly wrecchidnesse / alias, my gilt ! 

Wei worthy is it / fat myn herte bleede, 375 

And with angwissh and wo / me* fostre & feede. » uim a. 

See how my dayes att* / am slipt me fro ; ♦ "j a. 

xxx'*. yeer of myn age / a-way been go. 378 

(56) 
" fful wrecchidly, god woot / y haue* hem lost, 379 
And al myn owne self / is it to wy te ; » i»aue i a. 
So good a piler / was y neuere, or post 
Vn-to my soule / as o day me delyte 
In vertu / or aght wel to god me qwyte, 
As pat J migllte hane doon or oghte ; 
By aght y woot / y neucre aftir fat soghte. 

(56) 
'* Lord god, how shamefully stande y shal 
At the doom befom thee and seintes att, 
AiVlierc y shal arted be to rekne of al 
lliat y doon haue & left / whom shal y cali 
To helpe me / o, how shal it befaiif 
My torment and my wo / me haaste and hye, 

Hens for to / twynne / as blyue shal y dye.* 

' lu margin, by a later hand : 

" So[crate8] 21. No kinde of Lahore is a thin^ of shame, 

Bnt ydelnes evermore worthie of blame. 
So[crate8] 27. What ys a-bove owre reche, 

We have no thing to do witA all.*' 
At foot : " So[crates] 28. This silver plate, and riche araye 

Of purple bewe, dothe wonderoas well 
For deegnising in a stage playe ; 
Owr lyll' nedethe them not a dele / " 
* I^ater scribble in margin : "Thomas, Pardy, I sayd yt not . . 
nimis . . P . . Pr . . r r r . . prynm) . , nng . . d . . Thomas &c'* 



How I •hall be 
»hained iit 
Doomsdny! 



383 



385 



386 



390 



392 



longa 
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397 



399 



404 



406 



407 



(57) 
'^ now this hour / gretter^ ioie & glodnesse 393 

I wolde haue of a litil oiisoun ^ day more a. 

By me seyd / with h^rtes deuout sadnesso, 
As the angelyk* salutacioun f 
Than y wolde haue / of many a miliotm 
Of gold and ailaer / foule haue y me born, 
And synfolly / pat sy nat this befom. 

(58) 
" Whan y mighte haue it seen / than wolde y noght ; 
How many houres haue y lost / pat neuere 401 

Ketome shuln / how mochil haue y wroght 
Ageyn my self / my lust was to p^rseuere 
In vicious lyf / & from it nat disseuere ; 
I lefte ^t good was, & necessarie 
Yn-to my soule / and dide the contrarie. 

(59) 
" More than was neede or expedient, 
Vn-to the help of many an othir wight 
Entendid y / y was ful inprudent ; 
I tooke noon heede / to my self aright ; 
By soules profyt / sette y nat but light ; 
Whan tyme was / fynde kowde y no tyme, 
Me to correcte / of myn offense and cryme.^ 

(60) 
But now feele y / fat vn-to the gretnesse 
Of mentes celestial / had been bet . _ 

/ cognoiit qiMNf 

My wittes han kept / wtV* soules clennesse, dfiiSJl*w-eSi"i. 
Than bat left / wtt^ herte corruptly set, michi .nSItuHMt 
And ageyn decdes vertuous y-whet / 418 corauA<^ 
Helpe me mighte / any maunes preyere, 
Thogh .XXX**. yeer / he preid had for me heere. 420 

' At foot, in a later hand : '* So[crates] 80. Who-so eatetbe 
drie breade with pleasure, the same nedethe no meate to hit ; 
and to whome no maner of drinke coiuethe a-misse, the samo 
reqnireth none other cuppe but soche as ys redyc in the wave." 
HOOCLEVE, M. P. — 11. O 



411 



413 



^ Ver^ nunc 
cognoiil quod 



CiMfas] 

I'd rather noir 
have Mild one 
prajer 



than own milliona 
of money. 



I flbUowd vice, 
and left Tertue. 



I help! others. 



not myself. 



414 Deaf at. back] 



I ought to have 
cared for holy 
tliinffs. 
and kept pare. 
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(61) 

II " 0, herkneth now / berkneth now allc yee 421 

)}at heere been / and seen my wrecchidnesse ! 
Tbe tyme as pat yee seen / now failliib me ; 
I bagd mj fWendt My freendes preide y / bat tbey sum almesse 

to gf V6 nM BOIIM 

of their good Of tbabundance of bir goostly ricbesse 425 

And wirkes goode / wolden to me dele 
In my greet neede / for my soules bele ; 427 

(62) 

'* And eeke in releef and amendement 428 

bat they Mid No. Of my giltes / but bire answer was * nay ' ; 

Tbey seiden, ' tber-to yeuen our^ assent, 

Wole we nat in no maneere* way »iiMai«reofA. 

Lest it Ys and yow nat souffyse may.' 432 

I am dMUtate. On euery part / tbns am y destitut ; 

fifynde can y no socoor ne refut^ 434 

(63) 

Omt 68] IT " god benigne / o fadir merciable,' 435 

merej oiTim! Bebolde and reewe vp-on tby pacient I 

To me, tbyn bandwerke / be tbow socourable ! 

pai y greetly baue erred and mis-went, 

Me wel remembritb tbis tyme present 439 

Alias / wby stood y in myn owne ligbt 

So foule / o. lord, me now^ beipe of tby migbt ! 441 

* now OM 

' At foot, in a later hand : "So[crate8] 85. Scyenoe and con- 
nynge is tbe onely good thing of the world ; and contimrye- 
wyse, ignorance the onely evell thinge / '* 

' In later hands, at top : "0 god benigne, o fader merciable. 
. . Oratio." 

At side : " Thomas hecker bane Ked att Thys boke . ao bnne 
now baue [? MS. som] of my filos done . . Thomas hecker liaae 
Red att This boke. soo baue nott, baue not, baue of of. Ilrrro 
... of Repentance with any good deed / 

So[crates] 38. The beg^ninge ys half of the wbolle. 

44. Celum non animam mntat, qui trans maro cnrrit. 
Who runneth oversee ffrom place to place, 
Though he change aire, his minde is as yt was /'* 
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I might hav* 
pUherd heavenly 
treaaare, bat 
didn't. 



Now, I can gH 
no crumby 



(64) 
" How grete richesses spirituel 442 

And bouenely tresors / had y been wys, 
Mighte y han gadered / and nat dide a del. 
good lord god / o lord of paradys, 
fful leef to me now were / and of greet prys 446 

Of satisfacciottn / the leeste deede 
Eight dereworthe / were it in this neede. 448 

(65) 
** / now the leeste crommes / fat ther faH 449 

ffro the lordes hordes / and tables doun, 
Kefresshe wolden me ful wel W2t//-att, 
But noon fynde y / of swich condiciown 
pat yeue me wole any porciown. 453 

Y haue espyd / the frendshipe is ful streit 
Of this world / it is mirour of deceit 455 

(66) 
IT " Beewe eek on me, yee aH / and pitee haue ! 456 DMf 6s. bacic] 
And whyles your force and vigour may laste, 
And tyme han eekc / or yee be ny your graue, 
In-to hemes of heuene gadereth faste 
Tresors celestial / pat at the^ laste utteA. 460 

Yee may receyue / whan fat yee shul twynne 
ffrom hens / the blisse pat shal neuere blynne. 462 

(67) 
" And beeth nat voide of vertu, ne empty, 463 

Whan pat the deeth / an othir day to yow 
Approche shal / as yee may see pat y 
Am voide of deedes vertuous right now." 

IT ** ffreend," quod the disciple / " y see wel ynow 467 The Diadpto 
Thy torment and thy greuous passio^m, 
Of which / myn herte hath greet conpas8io?/n ; 469 

(68) 

" And by almighty god / I thee coniure 470 

Jjat thow me yeue reed / how me to gye, 

Lest fat heere-aflir / y,* par auenture, » i hecr aftir a. 

o 2 



Do Ton all, while 
yoar atreiifirtli 
lasta, gather 
heavenly 
treasure.' 



nsIcH for advice 
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how to avoid th« In-to lykc peril / haaste may and hye, 

peril of death, ^^ 

unpreparML Of yiidisposid sodein deeth / and drye 474 

The wo / which y considere / pat thee vexith, 
wherthurgh / myn herte sore agrysid wexith."^ 476 

(69) 
[laaf «4] % Than spak thymage / "the best punieance, 477 

dyinT^M^j9 -Ajid wit IB / han verray contricioun 
• Repent. j^^ strengthe & hele / of the mis-gouemance 

oohHm* your •iiie, Of thy lyf / and plener confessioun 

do amende for 

them, and give Make of thy gilt / and satisfaccioun, 481 

up vice. 

And asseeth do / and all vices leue 
pat thee mighten the blisse of heuene reue.^ 483 

(70) 
Behave as if yoo « And SO / With al thyn herte / it is^ the beste, 484 

were to die to- 

day. Keepe thee foorth / as pal thow this day right, > le u a. 

Or to-morwe / or this wike atte* fcrtheste, ♦aiibeA. 
Sholdist departe fro this worldes light, 
And ther-wtt^-al / enforce thow thy might, 488 

As y shal seyn / in thyn herte to thynke, 
And thow shalt it nat reewe ne forthynke. 490 

(71) 

suppoeo your toui " Casto in thyn herte / as now thy soule wer<? 491 

has been 10 years . 

in Purgatory, In puTgatono / and hadde pyned be 

.X. yeer in a foumeys brennynge there, 

And this oonly yeer were grantid thee 

if or thyn help / so beholde often & see 495 

and it is crying Thy soule / in tho flaumbes of fyr brennynge, 

to you 

AVith a wrecchid vois / thus to thee cryynge : * 497 

> At foot, in a Inter hand : " Socrates exorted yong ^ringa]k«, now and then 
cmestely to veu and behold themselves in a glasse, to the ende — ^yf theye were 
beautifull and of good feactur of body — they shold beware to commyt notliing 
vncomly for the same / yf otherwise, that the defautes of the body myght, wit A 
exercyse or furniture of the wytte, k with honnest^ of manors k bchaveur, lie 
redoubed." 

' That henenes blisse mighten thee byreue A. At right side, later : ' Cnnibrr 
youre ' ; at left side, * R B A.' 

* At foot, later : ** Non uiuas ut edas ; sed edas, nt uiuere possis. 

Lyue not as a glutton, styll for to eate. 
But fede to maintayne lyfe by thic meate." 
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(72) 
f " Of alle freendes / thow, the derwortheste, JJJ.f'jSXT* ^^^ **• ^^^ 
Do to thy wrecchid soule help and socour, SurrlTltf*"*^ 
))at is al desolat / purchace it reste. 
See how y hrenne / o, reewe on my langonr ; 
Be for me so freendly a purueyour, 502 

pat in this hoot prison / y no lengere *o "««• »*• 

Tormentid be / lat it nat thus me dere ! 504 

(73) 
*' The worldes fauotir / deene is fro me went ; 505 

fforsake y am / frendshipe y can noon fynde ; 
Tlier is no wight / fat to the indigent JiSiuuIi^ 

Puttith his helply hand / slipt out of mynde JJ" qlfi mmm^ 
I am / in peynes sharpe y walwe & wyude ; egenu jw it «•• »»»arp pain. 
And of my wo / ther is no wight ))at recchith ; 
Nat knowe y frendshipe / or to whom it strecchith. 511 

(74) 
** Men seeken thynges / fat to hem self longe, f sinifnii qw 
And me leuen in the flaumbes vengeable. ?,"vUricibL"** 
good freend / lat me nat thus pyne longe ! *' u^llln dereihT. ^'^^ »* "^^ ■"«'»«• 
% To which the disciple, with cheere stable 
Seide / **thy lore were profitable, 516 The DiKipis ap- 

■rm • 1 t -I « • proves thU, 

Who-so it hadde by experience 

As thow haast / ther-to yeue y may credence ;^ 518 

(75) 

** But thogh thy wordes sharpe & stirynge seeme, 519 [leares] 
To many a man / profyten they but lyie : *>«' "y **■* 

They looke a-part / and list take no yeeme «« thought of 

Vn-to the ende / which mighte hem profyte. 

Yen they haan / and seen nat worth a myte ; 523 

' At foot, in a later hand, "Ouidius de Ponto : 

While fortune the favorethe, henAes thow hast plentye ; 

The tyme beins troablous, thow arte att alone : 

Thow seest Culvera haunt, bowses made white k daintye ; 

To the ruynus towre, almoost comethe none / 

In emptie bames, where faylethe substaunce, 

Happenethe no frende in whome io assurance.*' 



198 



XZIII. HOW TO LEARN TO DIK. 



battlMyni 
hAveoauM to 
fttf. 



WhcnddniMt 
comtt to them, 



their frionda Mj 
thfjOlDoCdiei 



Peftf6S,bMk] 



bat they perish, 
unprepared. 



525 



526 



530 



532 



And eres han also / and may nat heera ; 
They weenen longe for to lyuen heere. 

(76) 
" And for they, vndisposid deetb nat dreede,^ 
fforsigllte at al / ne haau tho wrecches noon 
Of the harm / which ther-of moot folwe neede, 
They deemon stonde as sikir as a stoon ; 
But weel y see / by thee / so moot y goon, 
They shidn haan cause / it for to dreede & doute, 
Or ))at hir lyues light / be fully oute. 

(77) 
<« Whan detbes messager comth / sharp seeknesse, 533 
ffreendes and felawes hem baaste & bye, 
The seeke man to conforte of his feblesse, 
And al thyng fat good is / they prophecie ; 536 

They seyn / " thogh thow seekc in thy bed now lye, 
Be nat agast / no detbes euel haast thow, 
ffor this / thow sbalt eschape wel ynow."* 

(78) 
'* Thus bodyes freendes been maad enemys 
To the soule / for whyl seeknesse greeueth 
The man continuelly / yit so vnwys 
Is be / pat bis enformours be wel leeueth ; 
He bopith to been hool / and he miscbeeuetb 
where as be wende ban recou^red be ; 
Vndisposid to dye / sterueth he. 

(79) 
H " Right so thyn berkners and thyn Auditours, 
Tho fat greet trust ban in mannes prudence, 
Nat list hir peynes putte, or hir labours. 



539 



540 



544 



546 



547 



^ Later scribble at side : " Hund . . nb . . . Thomas . . . 

. . . Thomas.** (For * vndisposed deeth * see 200/590). 

' At foot, in a later hand, " Martialia, lib. 12 : 

Yf thow wilt eschew Bytter adaentnre, 

And avoyde the knawinge of a pensive harte, 

Sette in no one nersoune wholly thie pleasure, 

The lesse shalt t nowe yoye, but lesse shalt thon smarte / 



Ch 
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To execute thyn holsum sentence ; 

Thow miglitist as wel keepe thy silence ; 551 

They by thy wordes yeuen nat a leeke." 

% To which, thymage thus answerde & speeke : t i<teiroo / 

" '^ cOMlaqiMO 

/QA\ mortft capU 

VOv; ftMrlnt / earn 

^ Sot thy, whan they in dethes net been hent^ penttna cai«- 

Whan sodein wrecchidnesse hen* shal assaiHi Jj^jfl^' 

Whan deeth, as tempest sharp & violent, ingnmiii^ 

With woful trouble hem shal vexe & trauaiH, 

They shuln crie aftir help / and ther-of faitt, 558 

ffor they in hate / sapience hadde, 

And despysed my leed / & heeld it badde.^ 560 

(81) 
"And right as now ther been but fewe fownde, 561 
pat of my wordes conpunct wole hir lyf 
Correcte / ne amende in no stownde, 
Nat may to hem auaille my motyf*, 
But they J hir synnes vsen ay foorth ryf*, 565 

And han no lust / fro synnes hem withdrawe, 
Ko more / than they neuere had herd my sawe ' 567 

(82) 
'^ Bight so for the malice of tyme / and lak* 568 

Of gooetly loue / and for the iniquitee 
Of the world / vertu gooth so faste a-bak*, 
pat fewe to the deeth disposid be 
So weel / fat list this worldes vanitee 572 

Leue / and for desir of lyf / fat shal enere 
Endure / coueiten hens to disseuere. 574 

(83) 
'' But whan deeth on hem stelith with hir darte, 575 
They vnreedy / wowndid in conscience, 
Nat oonly goon hens / whan they hens departe / 

^ At foot, in a later hand : ** In tyroe of prosperitie, a man 
fihatt not knowe his frend^t, and in aduersitie an ennemye witt 
not be hidde." " Yf thow be ashamed to speeke evett, be more 
ashamed to doe the same." 



The dying man 
nys thai when 



they cry Ibr help, 
they shan't get it. 



[leaf 66] 

Ifen will not 
amend their lives 
by hie words. 



or give up the 
vanitiea of the 
world; 



so that when 
Death conMS, 
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th%fn oMTtod But they with a manere of violence 

off bj font. 

Been hent away / so pat fol greet prudence 579 

They wolde han hold it / han deid as a man 

And nat as a beest / fat no reson can.^ 581 

(84) 
CieAf6M»dc] IT ^ If of this commun peril, thencheson* 582 

SU/^^JJLrtb '^^^^^ ly^® knowe / y wole it now expresse : 

The desir of honotirs out of reson, 
worldly pisMortb The body bathyngo in worldly swetnesse, 

Eerthely loue / and to greet greedynesse 586 

In mukshepynge / blynden many an herte, 

And caosen men in-to tho perils sterte. 588 

(85) 

" If thow desire / the perils to flee 589 

Of vndisposed deeth / my Conseil heere : 
LMrn hjwio This hcuy plyt / in which thow seeet now me, 
Keuolne ofte in thy mynde / & by me leere 
fibr to be waar / if thow in this maneere 593 

Wilt do / it shal be thy greet aoantage, 
And ese thee at thy laste passage ; 595 

(86) 

" It shal vn-to thee profyte in bat hour, t f.« •• im*. 

pat nat oonly dye it shal nat thee gaste, JUh^S? 

■ad and dMth But deeth / eek as eende of worldly labour, ^SSIL^moM 

or •unui biin. And begynnynge of blisse / ay pat shal laste / 

Abyde thow shalt / and desire faste 600 

With al thyn herte / it to take & receyue. 

And al worldly lust leye a-part & weyue. 602 

^ At foot, in A later hand : 
" The good or eveit fortune of ait a mans lyfle, 
Ys in the good or evei) chowainge his frend or his wifle.'* 

* At top, in a later hand : "Woman cam of syd of a doog 
wherfor I besech the to . . ." Atside: " W. Bamabe" . . **To 
the right worshipfoll . . . masUr Uanna (!) • • He that hath" 

• . "Thomas CarUfT." 
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(87) 
" Euery day haue of me deep remembrance* ; 603 nearer] 

In-to thyn herte / let my wordes synke ; 

The sorwe and angwissK & greuous penance grierou* punuh- 

Which thow haast seen in me / considere / & thynke 
That of peril / thogh^ art ful ny the brynke ; 607 

Eemembre on my doom / for swich shal thyn be ; 
Myn yistirday / and this day vn-to thee. 609 

(88) 
"Looke vp-on me / & thynke on this nyght ay 610 MidUiinkhow 
Whyles thow lyuest / o how good & blessid 
Art thow Arsenius^ / which fat alway 
This ilke hour haddest in thyn herte impressid, 
]>ai man / as in holy writ is witnessid, 614 

Which whan god comth and knokkith at the yate, 
Wakynge him fynt / he blessid is algate ; cum reiwrrt doMi- 



(89) 



nKs k pulaaiMrft 
Ad 



Blessid is he ^ai thanne founden is 617 biMMd ta 110 who 

Reedy to passe / for he blissfully 

Departe shal / and truste right wel this, 

Thogll deel^ assaiH and vexe greuously 

The rightwys man* / or slee him sodeynly, 621 

How so he dye / he shal go to* fat place ^ SSmmSSirAd 

Where-as confort is / refresshynge & grace. 623 

(90) 
He shal be pourged cleene & purified, 624 D«»re7>tn<;k] 

And disposid the glorie of god to see ; 
Angels shuln keepe him / & he shal be gyed 

^ Latin scribble at top and sides : '* wo . • woman, man sent 
woman . . Father and mother . . w . . sir lohn) . . th . . the 
Father . . A Thowsand, a hundreth, fyve and fyfty / I Love / 
. . . voman mast . . Vm . . women" . . "Pardye, I sayd yt 
not/ nor never yt Intended/" . . ** Barnard" (?) . . "Choos 
and Crave not, quod Carter." 

* for "thow." • Arcenius A. 

* The good lyuei* A ^ he gooth vn-to A 
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and go to Um 
Coort of HMTtn, 
to ttornal bUM. 



Bal wbtra tlimll 

myimtelMd 

•anlgof 



I shed tMn, 



bat in vain. 



Deaf 68] 



OOod, lean 
•peak no nior«{ 



I tbaU dia 
atonoa. 



And led by Citeins of the hy Contree, 

And to the Court of heuene vp taken 1^ ; 628 

And of Mb spirit / shal be tlie issynge, 

In-to eterael blisse / the entrynge.^ 630 

(91) 
But alias / where shal my wrecchid gooet 'SirSLiJ 
This nyght become / whidir shal it go 1 
What herbeigh shal it haue / or in what coost 
Shal it arryue / who shal receyue it / who 1 
! what f rendshipe / shal it haue tho t 635 

soule abiect / desolat & forsake, 
Greet cause haast thow / for fere & wo to qwake. 637 

(92) 
" Wherfore y, hauynge of my self pitee, 638 

Amonges heuy wordes / y out shede 
Teres / in greet habundance & plentee ; 
But nat auaillith me / it is no drede. 
Hens-foorth compleyne / weepe^ & crye & grede, 642 
ffor in no wyse / changed it be may ; 
Al man-kyndes fo / stoppid hath my way. 644 

(93) 
'* In hidles, in awayt as a Leoun^ 645 

He hath leyn / & my soule led hath be 
In-to the pit of deeth al deepe adoun. 
my lord god / this sharp aduersitee, 
To stynte of speeche / now conpellith me : 649 

y may no more hens-foorth / speke & bewaitt, 
My tonge and eekc my wit / now so* me faiH. 651 

(94) 
" Ther is noon othir / y see wel ynow 652 

The tyme is come / as blyue y shal be deed ; 

^ Later scribble at side : '*he shal be . . H. 5, 8." 

' weepe and compleyne A. 

' Later scribble at side : "Oeflerye thirgood . . Ryght . . 
geffer}'e tbir . . pat to..pppppppp.. pat to . to the sayd 
^fleryth dc vez . . th . . . d d d.'* * so now A, 
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656 



658 



See how my face wexith pale now, 
And my look ful dym / &^ heuy as leed ; 
Myn yen synke eeke / deepe in-to myn heed, 
And tome vp so doun / and myn hondes two 
Wexen al stif and starke / & may nat do ; 

(95) 
" Prikkynges of deeth me, wrecche, conpace ; J^^",. 
Stirtemeel gooth my pows* / and elles naght ; JSUiSIit 
Mortel pressures / sharply me menace, 
^ry hreeth begyuneth falH / and eeke the draght 
Of it fro fer is fet / & deepe caght ; 
Ko lengerg y now see this worldes light ; 
Myn yen lost han hir office & might. 

(96) 
" But now y see with myn yen mental^ 
Thestat of al^ an-othir world than this ; 
I am ny goon / as faste passe y shal ; 
ray lord god / a gastful sighte it is ! 
Now of confort haue y greet lak* & mis ; 
Horrible feendes and innumerable 
Awayte vp-on* my soule miserable ;• 



UypnlMbMto 
by •tarU, 



(97) 
" The blake-faced ethiopiens 
Me ennyrone / and aftir it abyde 
To hente it / whan )Kit it shal passen hens. 
If pat par auenttire it so betyde 
pat the lot ther-of / faH vp-on hir syde ; 
hir viserly7&tces, grim & hydous, 
Me putte in thoghtful dreedes encombrous. 



663 



665 



tajtjmtaiL 



666 DMr68,tNu;k] 



670 I hava no comfort. 



672 



673 Block Btbiop* 
•orroond mt. 



677 



679 



' dan my look and as A. 

* pons A ; powr D. 

' Later pencil writing at top : "Thomas Wylton) of kyrke 
Landes whare I doo moste humbly Bygge [t] that (\t 69, top) 
this Byll mayd the iiy** daye of may in) ye yei*." 

^ al of A. • A way ten on A. 

• The Ashbuniham MS ends. ' grisly Reg. 
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(98) 



Tlie 8t«m Judge 
condetniM me. 



[I wryeitmeB.] 



l« ike R«K.] 



•ubito venturai 

^ Nntir vaWto 
socUft<^ .. 



IT '' fitreit and steeme luge & domesnian, 680 

Thow weyest^moche / in deemynge me, wrecche, 

The thynges whiche fewe folkes can 

But smal by sette / or of hem charge or recche ; 

Lo / deethes strooke haastith me hens to feccbe ; 684 

My membreSyshee^sothirlith & distressith, 

That nature ouercome is / shee witnessith. 68(^ 

(99) 
[iMf ee] '' gastful is the iust luges lookynge 687 

Yn-to me, now present / thurgll fere & dreede, 
which sodeynly shal come / him self sheewynge. 
Pwweii. friendi! H ffar-wel, freendes & felawes / for neede J^'JJ2\^L!iS« 
Moot y vnclothe me of lyues weede ; ^thSSiST**"^ 

To purgatorie y shal as streight as lyne, 
ffor myn offenses / ther to suffre pyne ; 

(100) 
'* And thens twynne y nat / til maad haue y gree 694 
Of the leeste ferthyng pat y men shal ; 
In whiche place y beholde and see 
AiHicciot^n and sorwe ynow at al ; 
There y no ioie see, but wo oueral ; 
The fyry flaumbes vp-on heig^te ryse, 
In which / the soules brenne in woodly wyse. 

(101) 
" They vp now possid been / & now doun throwe, 701 
Right as sparcles of fyr / aboute sprede, 
Whan pat a greet toun / set is on a lowe, 
And al is fyred / bothe in lengthe & bre<le. 
Wo been tho soules / in tho brondes rede, 705 

ffor peyne of which torment / ful lowde & bye 
They in this wyse / ful pitously crye : ^ 707 

' Later scribble at side and foot : " Richard Lyon . . go<) 
haue mcrcie ypon all Crysten sovUes . . and yf thou . . . knewew 
Thouu knewcst . . 869 . . v . . . 12" . . *hast ' . . 'hayll mygb 



I •ban go to 



fiery flames. 



698 



700 



where eouls In 
torment cry 
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for mercy, 



nmid umI, 
vl>i e»t nunc 
■Micomm 
ineontM 
luliutoriuM ? 
vbi saMt pro- 
iiiiMlone* 
bone ConMui- 

ineontM&d 



[1 goetlj R«K.] 



717 



719 



721 



722 



P And other 
folkea Rcg.J 



and an ftiU 
of woe. 



(102 
11 " Now, mercy haue on our captiuitee ; 708 

To yow our freendes / namely we preye ; ?n^u!tira*°" 
Wher is your help now / wher is your chiertee? j|*JUie & 
Whidir been the promesses eoon to pleye MiMnsmini 
Of yow, our Cousins eeke / can yee portrcye »»j"iniei 
Your wordea so gayly^/ and effect noon 
ffolwith / but al as deed is as a stoon % 

(103) 
** By youre desires inordinat, 
And eeke of othir^ mo/ our self han we 
Broght in-to this plyt and wrecchid estat ; 
loie han we noon / but of wo greet plenteo. 
Alias / why nat vp-on vs reewen yee % 
We dide al our might / to do yow plesance ; 
And yee no routhe han / on our sharp greuance. 

(104) 
" fful euele we rewarded been of yow ; 
We brenne / and yee the fyr nat qwenche a decL 
Alias ! we nadden for our self or now 
Y-doon / we were auysid no thyng weel ; 
Worldly trust is / as slipir as an eel ; 
Al is nat trewe / \ai the world promettith ; 
ffid wys is he / fat ther-by litil settith.^ 

(105) 
'* The leeste torment of this purgatorie 
\>at we soufiren / exceedith in sharpnessc 
Tormcntes att of the* world transitorie. 
Hoere, of torment / more is the bittimcssc 
In an hour / then the worldes wikkidnesso 
May hurte or greeue in an .C.^yeer : 
Greet is thaffliccioun fat we han heer. 

* Later scribble at side (repeated from leaf 61, p. 192 n. above) : 

'* No kinde of labore is a tbinge of shamei 
bat idelnes evermore worthi of blame. 

love is the occuppacion or busines of idle Folkes, that haue no thinge 

ells to sett themselves k workc wit^-att." In the beginning. 



They repmach 
their flienda 
for not helping 
them. 



726 



728 



729 



Cle«f70] 

Tlieir tonneiita 
are moat bitter. 

C« thia Reg.] 



733 



735 



[* hundred Reg.j 
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(106) 
" But aboue alle kyndea of tonnentis, 736 

God'i fiire they Of goddes blissid face the absence 

never see. 

Greeueth most / pat lak*, our moost * wofutt scntis : * 
C'-»Reif.i7DviO ffQp a memorie / leue y this sentence 

To thee / and heere y die in thy presence." 740 

The Dieeipie eeee fl Whan the disciplc sv bat he was past 

the num ia dead. r ^ r r 

And deed / he tremblid and was sore agast ; 743 

(107) 
Aboute he tomed him / and thus seide he : 743 

He appeaiM to IT " Wher art thow now / o sapience eteme f 

Wledom for help. 

/ good lord, haast thow now forsaken me f 

Wilt thow thy grace me denye and weme 1 

Thow seidest / * sapience y sholde leme ; ' 747 

And now y am broght to the deeth almoost, 

So troublid is my spirit & my goost 749 

(108) 
[let! 70. beck] " This sighte of deeth so sore me astoneth, 750 

Ti.e.ight or death ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ vunethe in soothfaetnesse, 

But am in doute / wher the soothe woneili, 
That is to meeno / if this be in liknesse 
bai meMd him. Or in deede / swich is my mazidnesse ; 754 

But how it be / lord, y byseeche thee, 
Be my confort in this p^plexitoe ! 756 

(109) 
lu peiiie " Neuere the perils of deeth vndisposid 757 

P eeir Reg.] In my lyf^ kneew I, as y do now right ; 
have ouiik into Withyn myu herte been they deepe enclosid, 
And so sadly / ther-in picchid and pight, 
\>ai hem foryete / lyth nat in my myght. 761 

That gastf ul sighte / y hope shal profyte 
Vn-to my soules helthe / nat a lyte. 763 

(110) 
fct'Jhll"!'^ ' " DweUynge pUce / y l.aue espyd, and see, 
wehereR^ffO Han wc noon' / in this wrecchiil world changea])l«». 
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ffor why / vn-to fat blisful hy contree 
which nat may varie / but is p^manable, 
Shape y me streeche / o lord god merciable, 
Y mercy axe / vp-on me, wrecche, reewe ! 
Hens fotwaid / wole y lede a lyf al nee we. 

(Ill) 

** Now lerae tor to die / y me purpose ; 
Hens-foorth / penance wole y nat delaye ; 
My lyf to amende wole y me dispose ; 
fibr syn thoghtes of deeth / so me esmaye / 
Wei more y am seur / deeth me shal affraye 
Whan fat eschue / y shal nat hir presence ; 
O, ther thyn help / eteme sapience \^ 

(112) 
** Now wole y voide fethirbeddes softe, 
The pilwes nesshe / and esy materas 
On whiche my careyne / hath tymes ofte 
Walkid and leyn / now stande I in swich cas 
pat me thynkith / al greet folie it was. 
Of clothynge eeke, fy on the precioustee, 
And slouthe of sleep also lettynge me. 

(113) 
** Syn y tormentid am so greuously 
With thynges smale / how sorwes so grete 
Souffre mighte y, if now die sholde y, 
f)at neuere or this / my synnes kowde lete 1 
0. what matire / of helle fyr / the hete 
Mighte in me thanne fynde / certes greet, 
ffor which / my body of cold swoot is al weet 

(114) 
" Now woot I weel / what thyng fat may auaitt 
My soule / and it keepe fro perisshynge : 
By soufl&auce of greet labour & trauaitt, 
And exercyse of vertuous lyuynge, 

* Later scribble in margin : ** sapience . . presence . . 



768 He prays for 
tiod't VMTOy, 

770 



771 ci6«f7i] 

and promises to 
learn how to die, 
bj repentance 
and amendment. 



775 



777 



778 HewUlgireap 
feather beds 



782 



784 



785 



and choice 
dotlies. 



789 



791 



792 [leaf71,backj 



and will take 
to labour and 
▼irtooos lift. 



softe. 



»t 
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He fidlt to the 
sroundt 



and pniys for 

puniehinent 

ben 



IneteMl of here- 
after. 



Clear 72] 
Tho' he has here- 



798 



mlMrioon MiJoator* 
ta« amarfinnrtl 
ne tradaa me I 



tofore Mt his heart 
oo vain things. 



he now fears 
Death. 



Wisdom bids him 
amend while 
beisyoongp 



Wole y it helpe / left al taryynge, 796 

pat in swich an houres extremiiee. 
No peyne ' but reste, fynde may shea 

(115) 
" holy and mercyf ul Sauueour, 
Of 80 bitter deeth / soufEre me uat dye, 
Thogh y be thikke wrappid in errour f 
See / befom thee / plat on the grownd y lye, 
Weepynge*/ for myn excessyf folye ; 803 

And, curteys lord / of thy benignitee, 
This grace vouche-sauf to grante me, 805 

(116) 
" Aftir thy lust / be my punysshement 806 

Whyle y am heere / and, good lord, nat reserue 
To othir place / the chastisement 
Which fat y, wrecche / heere in this world dissenie ! 
let me abye it heere / or f dt y sterue, 810 

ffor in fat place horrible / is swich sharpnesse 
Of peyne / fat no wigtLt can it expre^e. 812 

(117) 
IF " how vnwys or this haue y been ay, 813 

Syn fat deeth vndisposid and the peyne 
Of purgatorie / y kowde by no way 
Considerd / ne how it kowde distreyne. 
Set was myn herte in othir thoghtes voyne, 817 

pat yaf me lettynge and impediment 
To thynke vp-on the perils consequent ; 819 

(118) 
* But now, tliurgh fadirly amonestynge, Ji^yj^',*^ ^1^ 
My myndes yen fat cloos were and shit / •p*'^**' 
I opne / and of tho pe/ils am dredyngc." 
IF And sapience ansueertlo anoon to it : 
" My sone / to do so / it is greet wit, 824 

Whiles thow yong art / & haast strengthe & force ; 
Thy lyf for to correcte / ihee enforce. 82G 
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(119) 

" Whan fat deeih cometh / which cruel and fel is, 827 

Whom thow nat maist withstonde ne witheitte / 

Help ne refujt / is ther for thee iioon ellis / 

But to the mercy of god / thee committe, 

By no way / Jot nat leue ne ommitte ; 831 

My passioun putte eeke / twixt my doom & thee, 

Lest more than neede is / adrad thow be. 833 



and betake him to 
God'a inerey. 



(120) 

'* My rightwisnesse nat so mochil dreede 
t>at thow fro trust and hope of mercy twynne ; 
Contrytly mercy axe / and thow shalt speede. 
Now rostfullere in thy goost be withynne, 
J)at ouer ferd art / thee pourge of thy synne, 
Scourge thy self / with repentances rod ; 
Begynnynge of wisdam / is dreede of god. 



834 [le*r7S,bMk] 



838 

ThefoarorOod 
ia th« bagiiinliig 
840 ofwladoou 



(121) 

IT " Scriptures serche / & by hem shalt thow leere 841 
pat vn-to man is it greet auantage, 
Deeth to hauc ofte in mynde, in this lyf heere. 843 
If yeeres raanye / and vn-to good age LIL^m^tia vu' 
Man lyue / and in att hem glad & sauage oMNib^ui fJtH 

■Tk I t'xt.ji*!'! D1 '11 fu^it / meinliilaae 

Be / good IS, the dirkd hour & dayes wikke debet tenebroai 

, te*iporia,Ac> 

Bemembre / or fat he come to the prikke ; 



Let hini Temeni' 
ber Death in 
thne. 



(122) 

" fEor whan fat tyme is comen, and fat hour, 848 

Bepreeued shal be the past vanitee ; 

Bemembre therfore on thy Creatour 

In thy fressh youthe & lusty iolitcc, 

Or tyme come of sharp aduersitee, 852 

And or fat yeeres approcho of disese, 

In whiche thow wilt seyn / they nat thee plese. 854 

HOCOLBVB, M.P. — H. P 



and hia Creator 
hi hia youtli. 
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n«»f7si 



855 



Tlie iraj of sal- 
vation is open. 



Few think of 
Um uniiUbl«nera 
of the world. 



859 



861 



802 



and the ever- 
lastiuf; jojr of 
hearen. 



(123) 
And, or asshen in-to hir eerthe also^ 
Where-of they were / ageyn hew thidir dresse, 
And thy spirit to god / whens it cam fro 
Retotame / god, with al thyn herte hlisse, 
Thanke him / shewe vn-to him thy kyndenesse ; 
£for he to thee now opned hath the way 
Wherthurgh thow maist be saued, is no nay. 

(124) 
** £Eul f ewe been / pat so with hertes ere, 
Konne apparceyue thinstabilitee 
Of the world / and konne of the deeth han fere, 
Which pat alway lyth in awayt pryuee, 
Xe pat of the ioie and felicitee 
Of heuene / which ay shal laste & endure, 
Take any mrnere heede at al / or cure. 

(125) 
H " Lifbe vp thyn yen^ / looke abouto & see 
Diligently / how many folkes blynde [» ua. then] 
In hir conceites now a dayes be ; 
They close & shitte the yen of hir myndo ; 
They nat keepe, in hir conceit serche & fynde 
Vn-to what ende / needes they shuln drawe, 
And al for lak of dreede of god, and awe. 

(126) 

** They stoppe hire eres / for they nat ne keepe 

Heere how conuerted be / and receyue helthe ; 

Correccion is noon / they let it sleepe ; 

They been so dronken of this worldes welthe, 

That deeth, or they be waar / right in a stelthe 

ffallith up-on hem / which condicioicn 

Hem cause shal hastyf perdicioun. 

' Later scribble at top and side, with monogramB or figures: "(?) Saiied 
EUlmedye . . now must I die, and have not deferred . . Harrison late flV . . . To 
my approved flVende m*" Geaven (0 . . • try and then trost, qnod bodyit . . peare 
and Grace be with yow, frome god the father for encr and euer . . W. W . . . 



866 



868 



869 



They ahnt tlie 
eyes of their 
mind. 



[leaf7S,biick] 



873 



875 



876 



and are drunk 

with this worid'a 

wealth. 

But D«ath shall 

bring them to 

perdition. 



880 



882 



w 



n. 



»» 
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(127) 
" The peple now let seen innumerable 883 

f>ai for deeth vndisposid / lost ban be / 
Considere / and if thy wit be ther-to able / 
Koombre of hir multitude the plentee 8« »»«* »n«ny 

have dl«d during 

£eke of hem fat in thy tyme with thee 887 joar own ufe. 

Dwelt ban / looke how fat they been take away : 
Thow seest wel / they from hens been past for ay ; 889 

(128) 
*' And as they heere ban do / so shuln they haue. 890 
What multitude in yeeres fewe ago, 
Thee yit lyuynge / ban leid been in hir graue ! 
What brethren / Cousins / felawes and mo brothm,oom- 

panlona, Ao« 

Of thy knowleche / beholde alle tho i 894 

Thyne eeke, with hem / hire olde synne goon is ; 
Touche yn-to hem / speke and axe hem of this, 896 

(129) 
" And they with wepynge and with waymentynge 897 D«»f 74] 
Shuln to thee seye / and thus ageyn answerc : 
' Blesdd is he / pat can see the endynge, 
And synnes / pat the soule hurte & dere,^ 
Eschue can / and hem flee and forbere ; ' 901 

And pat in my Conseil hath good sauour, 
Disposynge him alway vn-to pat hour. 903 

(130) 
" And therfore / alle vicious thynges left, 904 Thewibrt praparo 

/ to die. 

Weel thee dispose / and reedy make thee 

To dye / lest the tyme be thee reft 

Or fat thow be waar / for no certeintee 

Haast thow ther-of / thow art no thyng pryuee 908 

Ther-to / deeth is nat fer / right atte yate 

Shee is / be reedy for to dye algate ! 910 

^ In margin, later: *'John Jarlin, k Elizabethe his welle- 
belovinde Wiffe, dme." At foot : '* Byghte wellbeloucd father 
and mother." 

P 2 
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XZIII. HOW TO LEARN TO DIE. 



Look M to yonr 
■oul before yoa 
go henoe, 
that yoa may 
gain life ever- 
lasting. 



(131) 
If " Eight as a Marchant stond3mge in a port, 911 

his ship fat charged is with marchandyse 
To go to fer parties / for confort 
Of him self / looke]) / fat it in saaf wyse 
Passe out / Eight so, if thou wirke as the wyse, 015 
See to thy.soule so / or thow hens weende, 
pat it may han the lyf pat haath noon eende. 917 

Amen ! ** 

IF (SxpUrit ilia par0 / par qxinm Bcicnhum tsi mori. 



[leaf 74, back] 

The other S Parts 
of tliie treatise. 



Vm too great 
a fool 



T 



(132) 
Ihe othir .iij. partes which in this booke 
Of the tretice of deeth expressid be, 
Touche y nat dar / ^t labour y forsooke, 
ffor so greet thyng / to swich a fool as me 
Ouer chargeable is, by my leautee. 
To medle wiUi / ynow the firste part 
fifor my smal konnynge is / and symple art ; 

(133) 
But as the .ix? lesson which is rad 
In holy chirche / vp-on all halwen day 
witnessith / syu it ioieful is and glad 
ffor hem ^at hens shuln wel departe away, 
And to the blisse go fat lastith ay, 
toengiiahinryme^ Translate wole y / nat in 17m, but prose, 

io I'll do it in «, 'i. 1 i • / VI. 

proee, uOT SO it bost IS / aS fat J SUppOSC, 



and tell of the 
JojTi of the 
hearenly dty 
Jeruealero. 



(134) 
How greet ioie and blisse / is shapen to hem 
f)at so shuln passe hens / vp to the Citee 
Callid celestial, lerusalem. 
Aftir our might and possibilitee 
Let vs considere / al thogh it so be, 
That for to comprehende fat gladnesse, 
Verraily / no wit may, ne tonge expresse. 



918 



922 



924 



925 



929 



931 



932 



936 



938 




XXra. THE JOTS OF HEAVEN. 213 

0, thus is seid of fat Citee in a place / There-ia ni«ar75] 

, , , 1. i. No •orrow ia 

IS no sorwe / heuynesse ne waymentynge. what there, or waiiing, 
b more blisful / than fat lyf is / where no 
dreede is of pouerte / of maladie / no feeblenesse / 
there is no wight hurt / no wight wrooth / no wight 
hath enaye / ther is no brennynge or hete of couetyse / no ravj, 
no desir of mete / noon ambicioi^n of honour or of 
power / no dreede of the feend / noon awayte* of 
deaeles / the fere of heU / fer thens / no deeth of body nofearof heii, 
ne soule / but ioieful yiftes and iocounde of immor- 
talitee / there shal neuere be discord / stryf ne debat / no atrift; 
but alle thynges conuenient and accordynge / no diui- 
sion, but onhede / for ther shal been o concord of att bat anity, 
seintes / o pees & gladnesse continuel / att thynges peace, 
peisible / ali in quiete and reste / there is an excellent 
brightnesse and sliynynge / nat this light / fat now is / brightneM. 
but in so mochil cleerere / as it is bettre and more 
noble / for, as it is red / ** fat Citee shal noon neede 
haue of the sonnes light / but our lord god al-mighty ood iighu it. 
shal enlumyne it ^ / & the lamb is his lanteme / where 
as seintes shuln shyne as sterres in perpetuel eternitees / 
and as the shynynge of the firmament fat spredith his 
hemes vp-on many men / whcrfore in fat place is no 
*nyght / no dirknesses / no concours of clowdes / no p leaf 75, back j 
fretynge cold / no sharpnesse / but ewich attemperance or**^,*baOoj?^ 
of thynges shal be there / whiche neither ye of man «»'»»*»''•»»»• J 
neuere sy / ne ere herde / ne herte can thynke ne cowi- 
prehende / sauf of hem fat been worthy & han dis- 
serued to haue fat blisse / whos names arn writen in 
the booke of lyf/ & whiche wasshid hir stoles in tlie ['robertas- 
lambes blood / & been befom the See of god / and at side*] '' 
serue him day and nyght / noon age is there / ne 
miserie or wrecchidnesse of age / whyles aH shal been no miserT, 
o parfyt body, o parfyt man, in the mesure of the ful body in chiiat. 
age of Cryst / [No break in MS,] 

U And abouen aH thynges / is to been iissocicd to 



214 



XXIU. THB JOTS OF HEATE5. 



There folk 
company with 
Angks, 



andSaiuU, 



and lee Martyrs 

C>l«af76] 
and Vifglnf. 



Therhlefofall 
Joyi is. 



to lee the bright- 
neseofOod. 



Win this realm 
by good works. 

The Kingdom 
of Hearen la 
taken by aaaaulta 
of Virtue. 



It seeks no other 
prize but thee. 



As Christ gave 
Himself for thee, 
[> leaf 7C. back] 

give thysdf for 
Ulm, 



the conpaignies of the trones / dominacions / Principatz 
& potestatz of Angela & Archangels / & to been in the 
conpaignie of aH the celestial and hy vertues / & to 
beholde the conpaignie of seintes, brig&tere & yeuynge 
more light than the sterres / shynynge in the feith of 
Fatnarks / gladynge & ioyynge in the hope of prophetea 
deemynge the world of* apostles in .xij. tribes of Israel / 
& to beholde eeke the shynynge^ of martirs with pur- 
porat coro^nes of victorie / and to see the conpaignies 
of virgines werynge brighte gerlandes. [No break in 
MS.] 

H Aild for to speke of the kyng fat sittith in the 
middes of hem / no vois ther-to souffisith / it may nat 
be told ne expressid / that honors / ^t vertu / ^t 
magnificence and fat glorie exceodith and passith aH 
wittes & intellectes of man / and passynge att the 
seintes ioies / is to beholde the inestimable brightnesse 
of fat kyng / & to be spred wtt^ the hemes of his 
magestee / let thise thynges sadly synke in-to oxm 
hertes / let vs vnderstande hem with ful feith / let hem 
be beloued wtt^ alle our^ hertes / let hem be goten by 
the greetnesse and by the multitude of goode wirkes 
and continuel / this thyng< is put in the might of the 
wirkere / for the kyngdam of heuene soufi&ith forcible 
and mighty assautes of vertu. [No break in the AfS,] 

H man / this thyng / pat is to seyn, the kyngdam 
of heuene, seekith noon othir prys / but thyn owne 
self / it Lb as mochil worth as thow art / yeeue thee / & 
thow shalt haue it / what, artow astoned or adrad of the 
prys 1 Cryst yaf him self / to purchaoe thee the Regne 
to god the ifadir / Right so yeue ^thow thy self / fai 
thow maist been his kyngdam / and ^t no synne regne 
in thy mortel and deedly body / but let thy good spirit 
regne in thee to purchace thee thetemel lyf. U And 
therfore, who-so desirith to haue the merites euere 
lastynge / he moot de-lyte him to gete hem thoi^h 



zxiv. hocclbvb's friend urges him to enoush another tale 215 

goode and vertuoos wirkes / That is tho path and the by delighting in 
streight way to blisse endelees / the which he vs 
grante, ^at boghte vs with his precious blood. Amen ! 
Amen! 



N 



ow vndirstandith wel and considerith in your 



hertes, bat as mochil ioie as ther is in that Aamachjc^as 

-,.«-,- - ii in Heaven, 

blisful place, of heuenel as greet sorwe, angwis^ and to great torment 

torment is in pat othir part in heti / to expr^sse hem / 

needith nat / for they been the reuers and contrarie to 

the ioies aboue named / wherby uery persone may 

resonablely conceyue fat in fat place of torment the 

peynes been merueillously sharps & greuous / And yit 

for al ^t smert / if any ende sholde sue or folwe / that 

wolde yeue the soules right hy confort, and greetly 

abregge and lesne hir grief / but awayte nat aftir fat / 

for it wole nat betyde / for right as the seid ioies been AndosUiejoyt 

eUmel and ay lastyngef so been tho ^peynes infynyt [iiear??]* 

and endeles / And sikirly, syn god of his hy grace and JJUJu**'***"* 

benigne courtesie hath yeuen vs libertee and freedam we can buy 

eitlier one 

for to purchace by oure wirkes in this present lyfe^ fat or tiie ouier. 

oon or fat othir / al standith in our choys and elec- 

cioun 1 to grete fooles been we / but if we^ cheese the Ood gmnt ns 

to choose the 

bettre part / which part, god of his infynyt goodnesse better part, 
graonte vs alle to cheese / Amen ! 



XXIV. 

1 l&tc BitHiittet alia tabula all instanctam 
amici rati preliilec/i asistliuam > -- -- 

[Prolog.] (1) 



T 



his booke thus to ban end id had y thoght, 1 i meant to stop 

my boolc here, 

But my freend made me change my cast ; 



Cleene out of fat purpos hath he me broght : 

> MS faded 
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XXIV. A TALE WANTED AGAINST BUYING GIBLB* FLEBH. 



but my (Keiid 
prett me to 



DMfTT.lMck] 

engUtli another 
Tale to warn 
young men 



•gainit bnjiiig 
female fleali. 



He Mild, 
bought women 
alaj tlie eonl, 
and empty the 
purse. 



And he had a 
wild eon of 1ft, 



for whom he 
wanted the Tale 
engUelit. 



PeafTSj 



" Thomas/' he seide / " at Estren that was lasti 

I redde a tale / which j am agast 5 

To preye thee, for the laboures sake 

That thow haast had / for to translate & make ; ^ 7 

(2) 
" And yit to. layn wolde y ^ it maad were ; 8 

Thensaumple of it / to yonge men mig^te anaille, 

And par cas / cause hem riot to forheve 

The ratherd / and be bettre of gouemaiH ; 

Youthe in no wyse / wole his thankes faiH, 12 

fflcssh for to chepe, femel and venal, 

Payyng for it / more than worth is aL • 14 

(3) 
" pat thyng is deere and ouer deere bog^t, 15 

That soule sleeth / and the body destroieth, 

And the purs emptith, leuynge in it noght 

Or smal / swich chaffare often sythe annoieth. 

And yonge folke encombrith and accloieth, 19 

Lettynge hem to purchace hem good renoun, 

And haastynge hem to hir confosioun.^ 21 

(4) 
" ffor this is pat y speke / and to this ende : 22 

A sone haue y .xv. yeer of age, 

fifor whom it is as wisly, god mamende, 

pat y desire, in-to our langage 

pat tale be translated / for Sauage 26 

And wylde is he / and likly to foleye 

In swich cas / now helpe if thow maist, y preye. 28 

(5) 
'' Nat fer the tale fro / which thow maad haast 29 

Of themperice / this tale is, y trowe. 

And is of a womman / ])at was vnchaast 

1 Later scribble at foot : 'gp d . . ThisbalwaC?).' Atbackc 
'Thomas. . nn) . . M V 

* At side, later : 'Mr. Joclyne/ 
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It WM ft 04tta 
story of « de* 
33 oeltftil, onchaste 
woman. 

35 



36 RocoleT.000. 
•ents, 

lent woHMn 
•lioald liken him 
to Madge, tlie 
goodoow, 



40 



42 



43 



And deceyuable and sly / as thow shalt knowe 
By Jat the lyues / thow red haue on rowe. 
Brynge y shal thee / the copie verray 
There-of / if thee list / seye on yee or nay." 

(6) 
H " ffipeend, looth me were nay seye vn-to yow, 

But y suppose / it may noon othir be, 

Lest wommen vn-to Magge, the good kow, 

Me likne / and thus seye / ' o, beholde & see 

The double man / o, yondir, lo, gooth he 

That hony first yaf / and now yeueth galle : 

He f in herte is / vn-to wommen alle ; 

(7) 
" * Til he of wommen oute^ wordes wikke, 

He fastynge is / him seemeth ; al the day, 

Out of his mowth / lesynges swarmen thikke ; 

On wommen / no good word / affoorthe he may ; 

And if he wel speke / or wryte / is no nay, 

He nat meueth / as he spekith or writ : 

lewde dotepol / straw for his wit I ' 

(8) 
** This ^ot yee me now reede is al contrarie 

Vn-to Jat yee me red han heer-before ; 

Yee sendeu^ / syn y many an aduersarie 

Had of wommen / for y mis had me bore 

To hem or this i yee redden me therfore 

Humble me to hem / and of grace hem preye ; 

But this reed haldith al an othir weye. 

(9) 
" Sholde y a neewe smoke now vp rejrse, 

And y so mochil rered haue or now 

By your sawe than were y nat to preise." 

II " Thomas, to wikkid wommen wel maist thow 

Yeue hir pars / & wryte of hem euele ynow ; 

^ oat, vb. a utter. [The proof of the next 3^ pages has been lost] 

^ ^/or seiden. 
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50 



54 



56 



67 



61 



and aboM him for 
Ulling Ilea aU daj 
about them. 



- [leaf 78. back] 

Hoedeve thinks 
this Tale inoon- 
•liteot with hie 
fHend'i advice 
that he ehal beg 
for women's 
fiiToar. 



His (Hend sayi, 
** BUiiiing wicked 
women 



^18 



XXIV. THE TALE IS TO BEfiUKS WOMEN'S WANTONNESS. 



It no aluuiM to 
good OHM. 



"No woman 11 
abuae joa except 
those who've gone 
wrong. " 



[leaf 79] 

And 1 want the 
Tttle, not only for 
my eon, but to 
rabnke wouen'i 
waiitonneet now.'* 



8o Hooclere 



gets the story, 
and engUshee it. 



To goode wommen shal it be no shame, 

Al thogfi Jot thow / vnhonest wommen blame ; 63 

(10) 
" ffor, Thomas / thow shalt vndiretonde tlus, 64 

No womman wole / to thee ward maligne, 
But swich oon / as hath trode hir shoo amU ; 
tfor who so dooth / ful suspect is the signe ;^ 
The vertuous wommtLn / good and benigne, 68 

Noon encheson but good / may ban to tlice 
ffor this tale / wry te on par charitee 1 70 

(11) 

" Nat oonly for my sones tcndrenesse* 71 

Coueite y / fat this tale were makid / 

But to rebuke also / the wantonnesee 

Of lyf of many a womman / fat is nakid 

Of honestee / and with deshonowr blakid ; 75 

Eok6 to miroure wommen vertuous i 

What ende takith swich lyf vicious ? " 77 

(12) 
II " On goddes half, freend / than let the copic 78 

Of j>at tale / whan yow list, be me sent ; 
And with good wil / wole y ther-to me bye 
Whan y there-of / take haue auisament." 
U He glad was Iher-wttA-al / & wel content. 82 

The copie on the morwe sente he me f 
And thus y wroot as yee may heere see. 84 

IF Explicit prologus, & incipit 
fabula de quadam muliere mala. 

^ Later scribble at top and side : 

" He that in yothe no vartae (?) well ve« [= use], 
in age all honor will hym refuse ; 
therefore better yt were, a pouer house to holde, 
then to lye in preason in fetteres of golde. 

Lc the Ryght Ryght Reuerent fayther in god, mai^Ur honor, 

doctor Wyllyam) Willon) of Kyrke-lande in the dyoule [? MS.] 

afore-sade dothe all mto the . . thay thay thay that . . Can 

natt, nor may nott, nor yett, I theuke, shall not Lcde my Lyft; 

quyct-lye ; my wyfe well not Ictt me." 



XXIV. THE GBSTA TALK OP JONATHAS AND FBLUCULA. 
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(13) 



1 Somtyine B«g. 



85 



Whilom^ an Emperour prudent & wys* 
Kegned in Rome / and hadde sones three, 
whiche he hadde in greet chiertee & greet prys ; 
And whan it shoop so / ^at thinfirmitee * ne nag. 
Of deeih / which no wight may eschue or^ flee, 89 
Him threew down in his hed / he leet do caH 
His sones / and before him they cam ati ; 91 

(14) 
And to the firste / he scide in this maneere : 92 

*' Al theritage which at the dyynge 
Of my fadir he me lefte i al in foere 
leue y thee If and al pat of my byynge 
was / with my peny / al^ my purchacjmge, » wid r. 96 
My second sone / byqwethe y to tliee." 
H And to the .iij**. sone / thus seide he : 98 

(15) 
" Vnmeeble good right noon, wtt^outen ooth, 99 

Thee yeue y may / but y to thee dyuyse 

lewelles .iij*. a ryng / brooch & a clooth, 

with whiche / and thow be gyed as the wyse, 

Thow maist gete al pat oghte thee souffyse. 103 

who-so pat the ryng vsith for to were. 

Of alle folke the loue he shal conquere ; 105 

(16) 
" And who so the brooch berith on his brest, 106 

It is eek of swich vertu and swich kynde, 
That thynke vp-on what thyng him lykith l>est, 
And he as blyue shal it haue & fynde. 
My wordes, sone, enprynte wel in mynde ; 110 

11 The clooth eeke hath a merueillous nature, 
which ^at committed shal be to thy cure : 112 

(17) 

" Who-80 sit on it / if he wisshe where 113 

In al the world to been / he sodeynly 

* A few of the many differences of the worse MS. Reg. 17 D 
VI arc giyen in this sheet. 



[leaf 79, back] 

A Roman Km- 
paror, with ihraa 
aona, ia 4yiug, 



and aanda for bla 
•oiia. 



To Uia first, he 
leaves bla lnlier> 
itodlaiid. 



To the Moond, 

hiaaoquirad 

property. 



To tlie third, 
three Jewels, a 
Ring, a Brooch, 
and a Cloth. 



The Ring 11 get 
ite wearer the lore 
ofereryone. 



[leaf 80] 

Tlie Brooch 'II 
get him wliatever 
helikee. 



TIieGoth 



11 carry any 
•itter oil it 
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XXIV. JONATHAS'S MOTHER GIVES HIM THE MAGIC RING. 



wlierever ht 
WitllM to go. 



Tlie third 8nii It 
to study at tli« 
ViiiTtnity. 



The Emperor 
diet. 



and It iolemnlj 
bartod. 



[lc«r 80, bftck] 

I aliaU t«U yen 
only of th« third 
aon, Jonathaa. 



HIa mothtr aaya 
ahell givt him 



the threa Jewela. 



Bot har hnthand'a 
death atlcka Id 
h«r heart. 



(Some widows do 
grieve terribly. 



bat wise oom take 
lleaay. 



Withoute more labour shal be there. 

Sone, tho three lewelles bjqwethe y 

To thee / vn-to this eflfect certeynly, 117 

pat to the studie of the vniu^rsitee 

Thow go / and ^t y bidde and charge thee." 119 

(18) 
Whan he had thus seid^ / the vexaciotm > yaeideRaK. 120 
Of deeth so haastid him, pat his spiiyt 
Anoon forsooke his habitaciot^n 
In his body / deeth wolde no respyt 
him yeue at al / he was of his lyf qwyt, 124 

And bined was with swich solempnitee 
As fil to his imperial dignitee. 126 

(19) 
f Of the yongeste sone I telle shal, 127 

And speke no more of his brethren two, 
ffor with hem haue y nat to do ^ at al. * don« R«f. 
Thus spak the modir, lonathas vn-to : 
" Syn god his wil hath of thy fadir do,» 131 

To thy fadres wil / wole y me confourme, 
And trewely / his testament* parfourme : * entente b. 133 

(20) 
" He^ .iij. lewelles / as thow knowest weel, * Here Rag. 
A ryng / a brooch & a clooth, thee byqweetli, 
Whos vertues / he thee tolde eueiydeel 
Or pat he paste hens / & yald vp the breeth. 
goode god / his departynge, his* deeth • and Beg. 138 
fful greuously stikith vn-to myn herte ; » i R»». 
But souffred moot been al / how sore it^ smerte." 140 

(21) 
In pat cas wominen han swich heuynesse, 141 

pat it nat lyth^ in my konnynge aright • uth nat Beg. 
Yow telle of so greet sorwe the oxcesse, 
But wyse wommen konne take it light, 
And in short whyle* putte vn-to the flight • wJeeB. 145 
» Sithen god hath hia willo / of thy fader ydo.— Reg, 



XXIV. J0NATHA8, AT COLLEGE, PICKS UP A PROSTITUTE. 
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147 



148 



152 



154 



155 



Al 8orwe and wo / and caoche ageyn confort : 
Xow to mj tale make y my resort 

(22) 
f "Thy fadres wil, my sone, as y seide eer', 
wole y parfourme / haue heer the rynge, and go 
To stadie anoon / and whan ^t thow art theer, 
As thy fadir thee bad / do euene so ; 
And as thow wilt, my blessyng haue also." . 
Shee vn-to him as swythe tooke tlie ryng, 
And bad him keepe it weel / for any thyng*. 

(23) 
He wente vn-to the studie general, 
Wher he gat lone ynow, and aqueyntance 
Bight good and freendly / the ryng causynge al. 
And on a day / to him befil this chance : 
With a womman, a morsel of plesance. 
By the streetes of the vniuersitee 
As he was in his walkynge, mette he ; 

(24) 
And right as blyue he with hire had a tale. 
And ther-witA-al / sore in hir loue he brente : 
Gay / fressh and pykid was shee to the sale, 
ffor to pat ende and to pat entente 
Shee thidir cam / and bothe foorth they wente, 
And he a pistle rowned in hire ere : 
Nat woot y what / for y ne cam nat there. ^ 

(25) 
Shee was his paramour, shortley^ to seye. * thortiy r. 169 
This man to folkes alle was so leef, 
pat they him yaf ^ habundance of moneye. > rmft R«g. 
he feestid folke / and stood at hy boncheef ; 
Of the lake^ of good / he felte no greef, « ukke R«g. 173 



and get oomfortod 
again.) 



159 



161 



162 



166 



168 



Deaf 81] 

JonatliM's mother 
g\vw liim the 
Magic Ring, 



and he goee to 
the University. 



He meets a wo- 
man, a monrt of 
pleaaore, 



gayandtmart, 
foreale* 



[leaf 81. back] 

and takes her 
as bis mistress. 



^ Later scribble at foot : "This biit made the x** daye of* 
maye In the fy[r]8te yeere of the raygne of ore moste soueren 
lord ky ". Abore : ** youth . . B . . he . . yon)." 
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XXIV. PETXIOULA WHEKDLE8 JONATHAS S SECRET OUT OF Bin. 



He gets plentj 
of money from 
hb King. 



Hi* panunoar 
Feilicula 



pniythim. 



M he'* had her 
maidenheadt 

to tell her where 
his riches come 
(h>m* 



[leafRS] 



He Mjrs women 
can't keep a 
secret* 



But, as she sa jt 
she can. 



175 



176 



180 



182 



183 



Al whyles pat the rjng he with him hadde ; 
But faylynge it / his frendshipe gan saddc.^ 

(26) 
His paramour, which pat / y-callid was 
ffellicula / meruailled right gieetly 
Of the despenses of this lonathas, 
Syn shee no peny at al with him sy ; 
And on a nyght / as pat shee lay him hy 
In the bed / thus shee to him spake & seide, 
And this peticion assoitt him preyde : 

(27) 
U •* reuerent sire / vn-to whom," quod^ shee, 
" Obeye y wole ay with hertes humblesse, 
Syn / )Kit yee ban had my virginitee, * kota (aiw«}r>) Reg. 
yow y byseeche, of your hy gentillesse, 
Tellith me whens comth the good & richesse 187 

That yee with feesten folke / and ban no stoor, 
By aght y see can / ne gold ne^ tresor." * no ooigne in Beg. 

(28) 
" If y telle it," quod he / ** par auenture 
Thow wilt deskeuere it / & out it publisshe : 
Swich is wommannes inconstant nature, 
They can nat keepe conseil worth a risshe ; 
Bettre is, my tonge keepe / than to wisshe 
pat y had kept cloos pat is goon at laige, * For Beg 



190 



194 



And* repentance is thyng pat y moot charge."* 

(29) 
U '^ Nay, goode sire / haldith me nat suspect ; 
Doutith nothyng ; y can be right secree. 
wel worthy were it me to been abiect 
ffrom al good conpaignie / if y," quod shee, 
** Vn-to yow sholde so mis take^ me ; * mTicake R«f. 
Beeth nat adrad your Conseil me to she we." 
f " wel," seide he / " thus it is, at wordes fewe : 



196 



197 



201 



he tells her 
1 At side : ** ynof." • At side : *< Robert askewe . . He th^ . . Lwillm. 
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(( 



XXnr. J0NATHA8 GIVES FFXUCULA HIS MAGIC RING. 223 

(30) 
My £9dir, the ryng which )>at thow maist see 204 that iiu luns 
On my fyngir / me at his dyyng^ day » endyng R«g. 
Byqweeth* / which this vertu & propretee • Uwnuuhe r«k. 
hath / bat the loue of men, he shal haue ay makM mm 

' '^ love him, 

Jxit werith it / and ther shal he no nay, 208 

Of what thynff bat him lykith axe & crauo, «»«i K*ve him 

But with good wil / he shal as hlyue it haue 210 

(31) 
" Thui^ fat rynges vertuous excellence : 211 p^f 82. b«ck] 

Thus am y ryche, and haue euere ynow." 
H " Now, sire, yit a word, by your licence, 

Sufirith me for to seye and speke now : Feiiicuia thow* 

Is it wysdam / as )>at it seemeth yow, 215 

were' it on your fyngir continuelly 1 " » To wen R«g. 
U " what ^woldest thow mene," (\uod he,* " ther-by 1 

«— « wold ye my lore kotft he. meiie Reg. 

(32) 
" What peril ther-of mighte ther befatt 1 " 218 

U " Kight greet," i\uod she / ** as yee in conpaignye him how euiij 
walke often / fro your fyngir mighte it faH, Ring off hu 

Or plukkid of been* in a ragerie, » be piukked of Reg. "**'' 

And so be lost / and ^ai were folic. 222 

Take it me / let me been of it^ wardeyn ; ' be uierofReg. and offen tokeep 

-_ !•• • «W %%o r*.n. t ^ ^' him. 

ffor as my lyf, keepe it wole y^ certeyn. ® 224 

7 kepe wole I U Reg. 

(33) 
This lonathas / this innocent yong man, 225 Poor innomit 

Yeuynge vn-to hir wordes / ful credence, — it'her,*** ^^ 

Aa youthe nat auysed best be canf — 
The ryng hir tooke, of his insipience. 
Whan this was doon / the hete & the feruence 229 

• Later scribble in margin : *• haiye ollyic xc to caonend [?] . . 
Who seketh the renonne to bare. 
And eke the prayse of vertnoa name 
Of wisdoms ways, he ought to crave 
Withe gladsom will to work the .same." 
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XXIV. PELLICULA STBAU3 JONATHAS'S MAGIC RIXO. 



and li«r love at 
oiiot cools. 



Clear 8S] 

and men'* glfta 
•tap. 



Jonathaiaakt 
her fbr the Ring 
again. 



She deelarec it's 
been stolen. 



(But it was safe 
In her box all 
the Ume.) 
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Of lone / fat he had befom puichaced, 

Was qweynt / & loues knotted was vnlaced.* 231 

1 the knotte of lore Reg. 

(34) 
Men of hir yiftes for to stynte gan : 
"A," thoghte he / "for the ryng y nat nc here, 
ffaillith my loue / fecche me, womman," 
Seide he, " my ryng / anoon y wole it were." 
She roos / and in-to Chambre dressith here ; 
And whan shee there-in / hadde been a whyle, 
" Alias/' quod shee / " out on falshode and gyle, 



236 



238 



(35) 



243 



245 



246 



Jonathas tells her 
not to mind. 



" The chiste is broken / and the ryng take out" 239 

And whan he herde hir conplaynte and^ cry, * andhir r. 

He was astoned sore / and made a shout. 

And seide / " cursid be fat day ^t y 

The mette first, or with myn yen sy." 

She wepte, and shewid outward cheere of wo, 

But in hire herte / was it no thyng so ; 

(36) 
The ryng was sauf ynow / and in hir cheste 
It was / al^ fat shee seide was lesyng, « And aiu Reg. 
As sum womman / othir whyle atte beste 
Can lye and weepe / whan is hir lykyng.* 
H This man sy hir wo / and seide, " derlyng, 250 

Weepe no more / goddes help is ny ; ** * S bJ^SJ^lT* 
To him vnwist / how fals shee was and sly.* 252 

' Later, at side : ** Felix quem/aeiurU aliena periculaeautum: 

Fortimate is he who hathe the happe 
to bewarre by an-other mannes clappc.'* 

* In a later hand (! c. 1500), at foot : 

" A sofficyent salve for eache disease. 
The cheff revenge for cmell yre, 
Ys patyence, the present ease 
For to delaye eche flamy fyre." 



At side 



** I coant his conquest greate» 
That canne, by reasons scylle, 
Snbdae affections heate, 
And conquer wanton wylL". 



XXIV. J0NATHA8 0BT8 HIS MAOIO BROOCH. 225 

(37) 
He twynned thena / and hoom to his Con tree, 253 riMf8s,tMcii] 
Vn-to his modir, the streight way he wente. homt touT* 

And whan shee sy / thidir comen^ was he, * SjJiRjJT **"**'' 
U ** My sone," quod shee / " what was thyn entente, 
Thee fro the scoole / now for to absente 1 257 

What causid thee / fro scoole hidir to^ hye V p uw itodye 

bider Rag.] 

H " Modir, right this," seide he / ** nat wole y lye : 259 

(38) 

" ffor soothe, modir / my ryng» is ago ; ' ZJ^S^r! ^60 «nd mu h*r 

My paramour, to keepe y betooke it, hM io«t iii« Ring. 

And it is lost / for which y am ful wo ; 

SorwefuUy* vn-to myn herte it sit" * Right gr«Mm»«iy Reg. 

H " Sone / often haue y warned thee / & yit 264 

ffor thy profyt y wame thee, my sone ; 

Ynhonest wommen / thow heere-aftir shone. 266 

(39) » to tht wole I Reg. 

'^ Thy brooch anoon right wole y to thee^ fette." 267 Hto Mother gire« 

Shee broghte it him / and charged him ful deepe — bwcJl ** ° 

Whan he it tooke / and on his brest it sette, — 

Bet than he dide his lyng / he sholde it keepe, 

lest he the los / bewaille^ sholde and weepe." 271 

To the Vniuersitee / shortly to Seyn, • for the loase he walle Reg. He goee beck to 

In what he kowde / he haastid him ageyn.^ 273 «*«»/♦ 

(40) 

And whan he comen was / his paramour* 274 [ie«f 84] 

Him mette anoon / and vn-to hire him tooke, and uke* up 

As J)at he dide erst / this yong reuelour ; pSrJmour* 

Hir conpaignie he nat a deel forsooke, 

Thogh he cause hadde / but, as wt't/i the hooke 278 

Of hir sleighte / he befom was caght & hent / 

Right so he was deceyued eft & blent. 280 

' At foot, later, "Thomas." 

• In margin, later : **tho . . Gefferye thurgood . . Gefferye 
thurgood . . Gefferye thurgood . . Out to th D fayde." 

HOCCLRVB M. P. — II. Q 



FelUcula. 



226 



XXIV. FBLUOULA LBARMS ABOUT JONATHAB'S MAGIC BROOCH. 



Jonathugeto 
much money 
tliro his Brooch. 



FelUcuU orvM 
him to Ml lier 
where hi* money 
come* from. 



[1—1 ckxM fro hir 

Reg. 
<— * lie not to hir 

Reg. 
» wept Reg. 



(41) 
And as thui^ti vertu of the ryng before, 281 

Of good he hadde habundance & plentee, 
while it was wtVi him / or he hadde it loref 
Eight so / thui^h vertu of the brooch, had he 
What good him list / shee thoghte, " how may this be f 
Sum pryuee thyng / now causith this richessef 
As dide the ryng / heer-before, y gesse." 287 

(42) 
Wondrynge heer-on / shee preide him, and besoghte 
Bysyly nyght and day / fat telle he wolde 289 

The cause of tliis / but he an othir thoghte ; 
He mente / ^it cloos for him^ / it kept be sholde ; 



And a long tyme ^it was / or he^ it tolde. 
Shee kepte^ ay to and to / and seide, '' alias 
♦ the borne Reg.] The tyme aud hour / fat euere y bore* was !* 

(43) 
" Truste yee nat on me, sire 1 " she seide ; 



[learsi^baclc] 

She eeys she'll 
eoouer be slain 
than betray him. 



292 



294 



295 



•dedeBif. 



299 



301 



He is foolbhlj 

tender, 

and tells her. 



*' leuer me were be slayn^ in this place 

By pat good lord / pat for vs alle deide, 

Than purpose ageyn^ yow any fallace. » nyeast Reg. 

Vn-to yow wole y be, my lyues space, 

As treewe as any womman in eerthe is 

Yn-to a man / doutith no thyng of this.'' 

(44) 
IT Smal may® shee do / pat can nat wel byheete, 302 
Thogh nat parfourmed be swich a promesse. • kau Reu. 
H This lonathas thoghte hir wordes 'so sweete, 
pat he was dronke of the plesant swetncsse 
Of hem / and of his foolissh tendrenesse,^ 
Thus vn-to hire he spak and seide tho : 
•* Be of good confort / why weepist thow so 1 



300 



308 



* At foot, later, "lohn Bargain / Ann. 1651." 

• swete 

To hym, and of his foolish tendimesse, 

AVhy makest thou att this wo and hevynesse Reg. 



XXIV. PELLICULA STEALS JONATHAS'S MAGIC BROOCH. 227 

(45) 

H And shee ther-fco answerde thus / sobbynge : 309 Ftuioau mjs 
** Sire,** quod shee / " myn hen jnesse and dreede 
Is this / y am adrad of the leesynge ahe'tufriiidorhit 

^^ . UmIiik hit Brooch. 

Of your brooch / as almig&ty god forbeede 

It happid so" // "now, what so, god thee speede," 313 

Seide he, " woldist thow in this cas consaille 1 " 

IT Quod shee, " ^t y keepe mighte it,^ sanz faille.** 315 Hethonidiether 

1 I myght it kepe R«g. ^^^ ** 

(46) 
He seide, " y haue a fere & dreede algate, 316 ci«af »! 

If y so dide, thow woldest it leese, 
As thow lostist my ryng / now goon but late." 
IT " flfirst, god preye y," ^ quod shee / " fat y nat cheese p pray i god r.] 
But ^t myn herte / as the cold frost may freese, 320 
Or elles be it brent / wit/i wylde fyr ; 
Kay / seurly it to keepe / is my desyr." 322 tafe forhim. 

(47) 
To hir wordes / credence he yaf ^ pleneer, » ht yafe credence r. jonatha* give* 
And the brooch tooke hire / and aftir anoon, 324 

Wherc-as he was beforn ful leef & cheer* * der* Reg. and ioee« i.i« 
To folke / and hadde good / al was agoon : mends. 

Good and frendshipe hi^u lakkid / ther was noon. 327 
" Womman / me fecche the brooch," quod he, " swythe^ He asks for the 
In-to thy chambre for it go / now hy the ! " • 329 

s the brooche me fette. he seide now Reg. 
/^g\ * go tberlore. and Urye nat thow Reg. 

Shee in-to Chambre wente / as fat he^ bad, ' hehir Reg. 

But she nat brogfite / fat he sente hir fore ; 331 

Shee mente it nat / but as shee had be mad, Feiucuu tears 

hir clothes hath shee al to-rent & tore, mid says the 

And cryde, "alias / the brooch away is bore ! 334 *""** 

ffor which y wole anoon rigfit, vrttJi my knyf she'u kiu herwir. 

My self slee / y am weery of my lyfc." 336 

* Later, at side : ** Hoind . . f Qod, niy duty don, I hamble 
commend me vnto you, trostinge In the lonyng god long to 
contenae.*' 

Q 2 
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XXIV. JONATHAS 0BT8 HIS MAOIO CLOTH FROM HIS MOTHKR. 



[leaf 86, back] 



Jonathat takea 
the kiille oat of 
htr band. 



and forgivea her. 



Ht goat back 
aicain to hi* 
MoUi«r, 



and tells her hit 
Brooch U lo«t. 



She warn* him 
airalnit riotous 
women. 



Hear 86] 
and f^ives him his 
Miiffic aoth. 



(49) 
This noyse he herde / & blyjie he to ^ hir ran, > bUve vnio r. 
weenynge shee wolde han doon as shee spak* ; 337 

And the knyf^ in al haaste pai^ he can, * as baatiiy aa Rcf . 
firom hire tooke / & threew' it behynde liis bak*, 
And seide / " for the los / ne for the lak* 'caste Rev. 341 
Of the brooch / sorwe nat / y foryeue al ; 

I truste in god / pat yit vs helpe he^ shal/* « iie rs beipe r. 

(50) 
To themperice his modir / this yong man 344 

Ageyn him dressith / he^ wente hire vn-to. » dressed, and a. 
And whan shee sy him / shee to wondre gan ; 
Shee thoghte / * now sum what ther is mis-do ' ; 
And seide / **y dreede thy lewelles two 348 

l^n lost now / per cas the brooch • with the ryng." 
H " Modir," he seide / ** yee / by heuene kyng." 350 

* Uie brooclie per oaa Reg. 

(51) 

II " Sone, thow woost wel / no Jewel is left 3.'>1 
Vn-to thee now / but •" the clooth precious, ' save Hcg. 
Which y thee take shal / thee chai^^yng efl, 

The conpaignie of wommen riotous 

Thow Hee / lest it be to thee so greuous 355 

That thow it nat susteene shalt,^ ne here : 

Swich conpaignie, on my blessynge, forbere ! " • 357 

* ne Shalt not it sustene Reg. 

(52) 
The clooth shee fette / and it hath ^« him take,^i 358 
And of his lady his modir, his leeue «• u Mte . and hatn u r«». 



' By a later hand in the mai^n : 

'' Know er thow kyntt, and then thow roayst slake ; 
yf thow kyntt er thow know, then hyt ys to late, &c," 

(sec pnj^es 124, 152, above: footnotes). 

*' He that wyll not whan he maye, 
Whan he woldo, he shall haue naye." 

At foot, upside down : 

** Better hyt hys, seeten to abyde, 
then hastly to clym, and hastly to clyde [glydc]." 

" T^ator scribble at top and side : •* Hary ollyeux (?) Ha Mollynex . . 

This it good . . hys feyodes . . to vuderstaud . . mihm . ." 



XXIV. JOI^ATHAS AND PELLICULA 00 OFF ON THB CLOTH. 
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364 



365 



He tooke / but first this forward gati he make : 
II ** Modir," seide he / " trustith this weel, & leeue 
pat J shal sejn / for sooth yee shul it preeue : 362 
If 7 leese this clooth / neuere y your face 
Hens-foorth se wole / ne yow preye of grace. 

(63) 
" With goddes help / y shal do wel ynow." 
Hir blessyng he tooke / and to studie is go ; 
And as befom told haue y vn-to yow, 
his paramour / his priuee mortel fo, 
Was wont for to meete hiw / rigfit euene so 369 

Shee dide thanne / Si made him plesant cheere : 
They clippe and kisse / and walke homward in feere. 

(54) 
Whan they were entred in the hows / he spradde 372 
This clooth yp-on the ground / and ther-on sit. 
And bad his paramoter, this wom^nan badde, 
To sitte also / by him adoun on it. 
Shee dooth as ^t he commandith and bit. 
had shee his thoght / and vertu of the clooth 
wist / to han sete on it / had shee been looth. 

(55) 
Shee for a whyle was ful sore affesid.^ 
IT This lonathas wisshe in his herte gan : 
" wolde god fat y mighte thus been esid, 
That as on this clooth y and this wom77ian 
Sitte here / as fer were, as fat neuere man 383 

Or this cam ** / and ynnethe had he so thoght. 
But they with the clooth thidir weren broght 

(56) 
Kight to the worldes ende, as fat it were. 386 

H Whan apparceyued had shee this / shee cryde 

^ Later scribble at top: ''Shee for a god^ wis fulli 8oryo 
saa" . . ''Th Tho y y y y y.'* At left side: " VVolW godd 
WoUd WoUd . . stumm." 



376 



378 



Jonathat aaya 
be'U naver Me 
his M(>tlier agaiu 
If he loaaa hU 
Cloib. 



He ffoee bairk to 
ilie University, 
and again bis 
paramour meets 
and kiitses bim, 



and takes him 
home. 



He bids lier sit 
by him on hb 
Uulh, 



379 [leafM. back] 



and tlien winhee 
that tliey may 
go far away. 



385 At once they 



are borne to the 
world's end. 
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XXIV. JONATHAS TELLS PELLICULA ABOUT THE MAGIO CLOTO. 



JoiuUhM mya 
hell leav« FtUl- 
culatliere, 



bee«U0iih«'t 
•tolen hi* Ring 
and Brooch. 



She TOW* ahell 
give em Ymck to 
hlni if he'U Uke 
her home. 



PMtfSij 



and tweara tlie'll 
give up 111 doing. 



Then site aaks 
how they were 
carried away. 



Jonatha* telle 
her of hU M agio 
Cloth, 



397 



399 



400 



As thogti shee thurg^-girt had be with a spere : 

** Harrow / alias pat euere shoop this tyde ! 

How cam we hidir" / " nay," he seide / ** abyde; 390 

Wers is comynge / heer, soul wole y thee leue ; 

Wylde beestes thee shul^i deuoure or eue, 393 

(57) 
" ffor thow my ryng and brooch haast fro me holden." 
H " reuerent Sire, haue vp-on me pitee," 394 

Quod shee / **ii yee this grace do me wolden, 
As me brynge boom ageyn to the Citee 
Wherp as y this day was / but if fat yee 
hem haue ageyn / of foul deeth do me dye ; 
Your bontee on me kythe / y mercy crye." 

(58) 
U This lonathas kowde no thyng be waar,^ 
Ke take ensample of the deceites tweyne 
pat shee dide him befom / but feith him^ baar, 
And hire he comanded, on dethes peyne, 
ffro swiche offenses / thens-foorth hir restreyne. 
Shee swoor, and made ther-to foreward ; 
But herkneth how shee baar hire aftirward : 

(59) 
Whan shee sy and kneew ))at the wratthe & ire 
pat he to hire had bom / was goon & past, 
And al was wel i shee thoghte him eft to fyre ; 
In hir malice ay stood shee stidefast, 
And to enquere of him / was nat agast, 
In so short tyme / how fat it mighte be 
That they cam thidir out of hir eontree. 

(60) 
f " Swich vertu hath this clooth on which we sitUi,' 
Seide he / " fat where / in this world vs be list, 415 
Sodeynly with the thoght shuln thidir flitte, 

* Later scribble at aide: "This oomon) (?) . . William . . 
This is geff." » ? Mr 



404 



406 



407 



411 



413 



» 
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418 



420 



425 



427 



428 



And how thidir come / vn-to vs vnwist, 
As thyng fro fer / vnknowen in the mist*' 
And ther-wtt^ / to this womTmin fraudulent, 
*' To sleepe,*' he seide / " haue I good talent ; 

(61) 
"Let see," quod he / "strecche out anoon thy lappe,^ 
In which wole I myn heed doun leye and reste." 422 
IT So was it doon / and he anoon gan nappe : 
Nappe f nay / he sleep / right wel atte beste. 
What dooth this womman / oon the fikileste 
Of wommen alle / but pat clooth fat lay 
Vndir him / shee drow lyte & lyte away. 

(62) 
Whan shee it had al / ** wolde god," qMod shee, 
** I were as I was this day morwonynge." 
And ther-wttA / this roote of iniquitee 
Had hir wissh / and soul lefte him ther slepynge. 
f ** lonathas, lyke to thy perisshynge 
Art thow / thy paramowr maad hath thy herd : 
Whan thow wakist / cause hast thow to be ferd ; 

(63) 
" But thow shalt do ful wel / thow shalt obteene 
Victorie on hire / thow haast doon sum deede 
Plesant to thy modir / wel can I weene, 
fEor which our lord god / qwyte shal thy meede, 
And thee deliure out of thy woful dreede. 
The chyld / whom fat the modir vsith blesse, 
fful often eythe is esid in distresse." 

(64) 
Whan he awook / and neithir he ne fond 
Womman ne clooth / he wepte bittirly. 
And seide, " alias / now is ther in no lond 
Man werse, I trowe, begoon / than am y ! " 
On euery syde his looke he caste, and sy 

^ Later scribble at top : * Recoguise . . Dr.* 
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435 



439 



441 



442 



and ny he waiita 
to sleep 



[leafs?, back] 
on her lap. 
Hedoeeao. 



FellicQla pnlU 
tlie Cloth from 
under hiiu. 



wiiiheA herself 
at home, 

an<l iit at oiioe 
currted Uiere. 



(Jonathas, you're 
trickt; 



btit you shall 
yet win. 



because your 
mother has 
bleet you.) 



[leaf 88] 

He wnkes, niiU 
flmlfl neillicr 
his pumintiur 
iiur his Cluth. 
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XXIV. JONATHAS'S FBBT ARE BURNT. HE TURNS LEPER. 



Nothyng but briddes / in the eir fleynge. 
And wylde beestes / aboute him rennynge. 

(66) 
Of whos sighte / he f ol sore was agrysid : 
He thoghte / ** al this wel disseraed y haae. 
What eilid me to be so eael auysid, 
That my Conseil / kowde I nat keepe & sane f 
Who can fool pleye / who can madde or raue, 
But he pat to a womTTian his secree 
Deskeu^reth / the smert clcueth now on me." 

(66) 
H He thens departed / as god wolde harmlees. 
And foorth of auenture his way is went, 
But whidirward he drow / he conceitlees 
Was / he nat kneew / to what place he was bent, 
•nd ffOM through He pasto a watir / which was so f eruent 
burn* the fleTh pat flessh vp-ou his fcct / lefte it him noon ; 
***** Al cleene was departid fro the boon. 



448 



449 



Jooaihasre- 
proftdiet himMlf 



for havinfr pUyd 
tlM fool by tnut- 
itiff hi* Mcrtt 
toa wonuuk 



H«tUrU, 



453 



455 



456 



[lMf88,back] 

He flU* ft glftM 
with thift wfttor. 



ftndthMiMU 
•oine fruit wliich 
turn* him into 
ai«per. 



(67) 
IT It shoop so )>at he had a lytil glas, 
Which, wtt^ pat watir / anoon filled he ; 
And whan he ferthere in his way goon was, 
Before him he beheeld and sy a tree 
pat fair fruyt baar / and pat in greet plentee 
He eet ther-of / the taast him lykid wel, 
But he ther-thurgfi becam a foul mesel ; 

(68) 
ffor which, vn-to the ground, for sorwe & wo 
He cur»«» the day He fil / and scide / " cursid be pat day 

liewaabom, » , i i 

pat I was bom / and tyme and hour also 
pat my modir conceyued me / for ay 
Kow am I lost / alias and weleaway ! " 
And whan sumdel slakid his heuynesse, 
but walks on. Ho roos / and on his way he gan him dresae. 



460 



462 



463 



467 



469 



470 



474 



476 



XSIV. JOMATHAS 18 CURED, AND GETS WATER AND FRUIT. 
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(69) 
^ An othir watir before him he ey, 477 

Which for to comen in he was adrad ; 
But nathelees / syn ther by / othir way, 
Ne aboute it / ther kowde noon been had f 
He thoghte / "so streytly am I bystad, 481 

pat thogh it sore me affese or gaste, 
Assaye it wole I " / and thurgh it he paste. 483 

(70) 
And right as the firsts watir his flessh^ 484 

Departed from his feet f so the secownde 
Kestored it / and made al hool and fressh. 
And glad was he, and ioieful ^t stoMmde 
Whan he felte his feet hoole were and sownde. 
A viole of the watir of fat brooke 
He hide / & fruyt of the tree with him tooke. 

(71) 
ffoorth his ioumeye this lonathas heeld ; 
And as pat he his looke aboute him caste, 
An-othir tree from a-fer he byheeld, 
To which he haastid and him hyed faste : 
Hungry he was / and of the fruyt he thraste 495 

In-to his mowth / and eet of it sadly, 
And of the leepre / he pourged was thor-by. 497 

(72) 
Of pat fruyt more he raghte / & thens is goon ; 
And a fair Castel from a-fer sy he. 
In compas of which / heedes many oon 
Of men ther heeng / as he mighte wel see ; 
But uat for pat / he shone nolde or flee ; 502 

He thidirward him dressith the streight way, 
In al pat euere pai he can or may. 504 

^ Later scribble at side : ''This biit made the x (? v) daye of* 
maye In the ly[r]8t year of the rayne of* kyng "... ** Thomas " 
(6 times). 



He then ooidm 
to another lake. 



[learsO] 

and ita water 
restores the flesh 
of hi* feet. 



488 

He fllla a phial 
with it, and takes 

^ ^ ^ aome of the kper- 

490 frttlt. 



491 



Then he eat* the 
fruit of another 
tree, and that 
cures hla leprusj. 



4 98 He gathers some 
ofitk 



and walks to a 
Castle. 
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XXIV. J0NATHA8 CURES A KINO OF LEPBOST. 



[iMf 89, back] 

Two men toll 
him Uiat 



the King of Um 
CMtie ia a Uipvr, 



and kills all the 
doctor* who can't 
cure him. 



Jonatbas sajra 



he can core the 
King. 



[leaf 90] 

He Kives the 
Kingn-uitofthe 
2nd tree. 



and water of the 
Sndlake, 

and cure« Iilm 
of his leprosy. 



(73) 
Walkynge so / two men cam him ageyn,^ 505 

And seiden thus / " deere f reend, we yow preye, 
What man be yee " If " Sires," quod he certeyn, 
A leeche I am / and thogh myself it seye, 
Can for the helthe of seeke folke wel punieye." 509 
If They seide him / " of yondir Castel, the kyng 
A leepre is / and can hool be for no thyng*. 511 

(74) 
** With him ther hath been many a sundry leeche 512 
pat vndertooke / him for to cure and hele 
On peyne of hire heedes / but al to seeche 
Hire art was / waar / ^at thow nat vrith him dele. 
But if thow canst the chartre of helthe ensele, 516 

Lest fat thow thyn heed loese / as diden they. 
But thow be wys / thow fynde it shalt no pley." 518 

(75) 
IT " Sires," seide he / "yow thaiiko I of your reed, 519 
Ifor gentilly yee ban yow to me qwit ; 
But I nat dreede to leese myn heed ; 
By goddes help / ful sauf keepe I wole it, 
God, of his grace, swich konnynge & wit 523 

hath lent me / pat I hope I shal him cure ; 
fful wel dar I me putte in auenture." 



(76) 



525 



526 



They to the kynges presence ban him lad ;' 

And him, of the fniyt of the secoml tree 

He yaf to ete / & bad him to be glad, 

And seide anoon / " your helthe ban shul yee." 

Eeke of the second walir, him, yaf he 530 

To drynke / and whan he tho two had receyued, 

His leepre from him / voided was & weyued. 532 

> Scribble at top, *'Item." 

' Scribble at top and side : " d d d d d . . and he idil . . . 
And vriao . . Thomas . . Thomas," &c. 



XXIV. JONATHAS ARRANGES TO RETURN HOME. 
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(77) 

^ The kyng / as vn-to his hy dignitee 
Conuenient was / yaf him largely, 
And to him seide : ** if fat it lyke thee, 
Abyden heere / I more habundantly 
Thee yeue wole " ^ " my lord, sikirly," 
Qziod he / **fayn wolde I your pleisir fulfiH, 
And in your hy presence abyde stille ; 

(78) 

But I no whyle may with yow ab^'de, 

So mochil haue I to doone elles where." 

% lonathas eue?y day to the See syde 

Which was ny / wente / to looke & enquere 

If any ship drawynge thidir were, 

Which him hoom to his Contree lede mighte. 

And on a day, of shippes had he sighte, 

(79) 

Wei / a xxx**, toward the Castel drawe ;^ 
And atte tyme of euen-song they all 
Arryueden / of which he was ful fa we ; 
And to the Shipmen crie he gan & catt, 
And seide / '* if it so happe mighte & fatt 
pat some of yow, me hoom to my Contree 
Me brynge wolde / wel qwit sholde he be ; " 

(80) 

And tolde hem whidir / pat they sholden go. 
% Oon of the shipmen foorth stirte atte laste, 
And to him seide / " my ship, and no mo 
Of hem fat heere been / hem shape & caste 
Thidir to weende / Let see / tefl on faste," 
Quod the Shipman / ** pat thou for my trauaiH 
Me yeue wilt / if fat I thidir saiH." 



533 The King PAIS 
JonathM well. 



537 



539 



540 



544 



546 



554 



558 



560 



JonaUiaa walks 
•eewerd, 



547 Cleef90,lMek] 



and aska the 

Captains of SO 
Ot> 1 ships, who can 
take him home. 

553 



One agrees to 
do so. 



^ Scribble in margin : "Thomas . . Thomas . . Thomas . . Tlioma." 
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XXIV. J0NATHA8 8BT8 UP AS A PHYSICIAN. 



The King 



JonatliM 



ietsiail. 



and land* at Uie 
city wliere tlie 
Mrpentine FelU* 
cuUia, 



8h« tliinlcs lie's 
been eaten by 
wild beauts; 



and he's ao 
changed tliat no 
one knows him. 



He sets up as a 
physician. 



and cures many 
sick folk. 



(81) 
They were accorded / lonathas foorth gooth 561 

Vn-to the kyng / to axe of him licence 
To twynne thens / to which the kyng was looth ; 
And natheleeSy with his beneuolence, 
This lonathas from his magnificence 565 

Departed is / and foorth to the Shipman 
his way he takith / as swythe as he can. 567 

(82) 
In-to the ship he entrith / & as biyne 568 

As wynd and wedir, good shoop for to be, 
Tliidir as he purposid him arryne, 
They saillid foorth / & cam to the Citee 
In which this serpentyn womman was / shee 
That had him temed with false deceitis ; 
But where no remedie folwith / streit is ; 

(83) 
Tomes been qwit / al be they goode or badde, 
Sumtyme / thogh they put been in delay. 
% But to my purpos / shee deemed he hadde 
Been deuoured with beestes many a day 
Goon / shee thoghte / he deliured was for ay. 579 

ffolke of the Citee / kneew nat lonathas, 
So many a yeer was past / fat he ther was ; 581 

(84) 
Mislykynge & thoght / changed eek his face. 582 

Abouten he gooth / and for his dwell^Tige 
In the Citee / he hyred him a place, 
And ther-in excercysid his konnynge 
Of phisyke / to whom weren repeirynge 586 

Many a seeke wight / and all were helid ; 
wel was the seek man / )>at with him hath delid ! ^ 588 

' Later scribble in the margin : '* In the • • h . • I . . h . • 
k . ,"(cach repeated). "This bill made the . . k k . . rix. . . 
Tills bill made . . This byll made the ▼ day o^ mmye. Tliis 
bift . . Roniane." 



572 



574 



575 



XXIV. JONATHAa ATTENDS THS SICK PELLICULA. 
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(85) 
Now shoop it thus / fat this Fellicula — 
The welle of deceyuable doublenesse, 
ifolwere of the steppes of dalida — 
Was thanne exaltat vn-to hy richesse, 
But shee was fallen in-to greet seeknesse, 
And heide seyn / for nat migHte it been hid, 
How maistref ul a leche he had him kid i 

(86) 
Messages solempne to him she sente, 
Preyynge liim to do so mochil labour 
As come and seen hire / and he thidir wente. 
Whan he hir sy / fat shee his paramour 
had been, he wel kneew / and for fat, dettour 
To hire he was / hire he thoghte to qwyto 
Or he wente / & no lengere it respyte ; 

(87) 
But what fat he was / shee ne wiste nat. 
He sy hire vryne / & eeke felte hir pous, 
And seide / " the soothe is this, pleyn <fe plat : 
A seeknesse han yee strange & merueilloiis, 
Which for to voide / is wondir dangerous ; 
To hele yow / ther is no way but oon ; 
Leche in this world / othir can fynde noon : 

(88) 
" Auysith yow / whethir yow list it take^ 
Or nat / for y told haue yow my wit." 
^ " A, Sire," seide shee / " for goddes sake, 
J}at way me shewe / and y shal folwen it, 
What-euere it be / for this seeknesse sit 
So ny myn herte J fat y woot nat how 
Me to demene / telle on, preye y yow." 



589 [lMf91,lMek] 
FelUeuU 



593 hadfallanill. 



595 



596 



600 



602 



603 



607 



609 



610 



6U 



616 



^ Later, at top : " Ceste letttre fait le trouosme loare de aoulte 
enstre lames et moye Poir da yingo 83" 89* et demi ct qnoy ct 
fouct fiirre, &c (<)." At side : "This bitt made the xx** day of 
may In the fy[r]8t yere of tlic rayue of," 



and sends for 
Joiiatlias. 



He looks at lier 
urine, feeU her 
pulM, 



and says Uiere'a 
only one way to 
cure bar. 



DeafM] 



She declares shell 
follow it, what- 
ever It is. 
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XXIV. FELUCULA C0NF1SSB8 HER ROBBBRT OF J0NATHA8. 



Jonatliat ujrt 
she mutt con Test 
if tile's stolen 
aiij thing. 



and most restort 
Hi 



(89) 

" Lady, yee muste openly yow confesse ; 
And if ageyn good conscience & right, 
Any good han yee take, more or lesse, 
Befom this hour of any maner wight, 
yilde it anoon / elles nat in the might 
Of man is it / to yeue a medecyne 
\)at yow may hele of your seeknesse & pyne. 

(90) 

" If any swich thyng be / telle out, y rede ; 
then the'U be weU And yee shul been al hool, y yow byheete ; 

Elles myn art is naght, withouten dreede." 



617 



621 



623 



624 



** O lord," shee thoghte / helthe is a thyng ful sweete ; 
Therwith desire y souerainly to meete. 628 

Syn y it by confessioun may rekeuere, 
A fool am I, but I my gQt deskeuere." 630 



[Ienr92; b^k] 

She oonfesnes 
lu>w slie robd 
Jonathas. 



His Jewels are 
in a coffer at the 
fool of her bed. 



(91) 

How falsly to the sone of themperour 
lonathas / had shee doon / before hem att, 
As yee han herd aboue / al J^at errour 
Bykneew shee / o Fellicula, thee catt 
Wei may y so / for of the bittir gali 
Thow takist the begynnynge of thy name, 
Thow roote of malice / and mirour of shame ! 

(92) 



631 



635 



637 



638 



^ Than seide lonathas / " where am tho three 

lewelles / pat yee fro the Clerk withdrow 1 " 

% ** Sire, in a Cofre / at my beddes feet yee 

8hul fynde hem / opne it / and see, preye y yow." 

He thoghte nat to make it qweynte and tow, 642 

And seye nay / and streyne courtesie, 

But with right good wil / thidir he gan hye. 644 



XXIV. JONATUAS GETS HIS JKWELB, AND POISONS PELLICULA. 
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(93) 

The Cofre he opned / and hem there fond.* 645 

Who was a glad man but lonathas, who ) 

The ryng vp-on a fyngir of his hond 

he putte / and the brooch on his brest also ; 

The clooth eeke vndir his arm heeld he tho, 649 

And to hire him dressith / to doon his cure, 

Cure mortel / way to hir sepulture. 651 

(94) 

he thoghte, reewe shee sholde, and forthynke' 652 

pat shee hire hadde vn-to him mis bore ; 

And of fat watir hire he yaf to drynke, 

Which fat his flessh / from his bones before 

had twynned / wherthurgh he was almoost lore, 656 

Nad he releeued been / as yee aboue 

Ilan herd / and this he dide eeke for hir loue. 658 

(95) 

Of the f ruyt of* the tree he yaf hire ete, 
Which )>at him made in-to the leepre sterte ; 
And as blyue in hir wombe gan they frete 
And gnawe so / fat change gan hire herte. 
Now herkneth / how it hire made smerte : 
Hir wombe opned / and out fil eche entraille 
That in hire was / thus seith the booke sanz faiH. 

(96) 

Thus wrecchidly, lo / this gyle [wojman^ dyde ; 666 
And lonathas, wtt/e tho lewelles three, 
No lengere there tlioghte to abyde, 



JonathM Audi 
h{» Jtwels there, 

puU the Ring 

on h{s flnf^er, 

the Brooch on his 

chest, 

mid the Cloth 

uiuler hU arm. 



[leamj 



In revenge, he 
give* Pellicula 
the lM>t water 



659 «nd tlie leper- 
ftiiiu 



663 Tliey barst her 
belly op«in, and 
her bowels fidl 

^ ^ ^ out. 

665 



Jonathai, with 
his 3 Jewels, 



^ '' leyeuge ** added by a later hand. In the margin are also, 
** Louyng brother, I dan (?) . . roy haryly cuddyr (?) . . p . . all 
. . ifan^ . . stoope . . . This ys Jamys." 

' Later, at top : "This bill made the xv^ daye oP maye In 
the fy[r]8t year« of" the Rayne of kyng Edwanle the Byxt, by the 
grace of* god, of Inglond, france, and yrelond, kyng." 

^ ' guile-y woman died * it must be ; not * this guile, man did.' 
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XXIV. IIORALIZATION OF THB 8T0RT OF J0NATHA8. 



goM bade to hia 
Mother, 
and hv9» In Joj 
till he diet. 



But hoom to themperice, his modir, hastith he, 
Where as in ioie and in prosperitee 
his lyf ledde he / to his dy ynge day : 
And so god ys graunte fat we do may ! 

Amen. 



670 



672 



n«ar93,back] 

The Emperor 
UOod. 
The lint Son 
it Uie Angela. 



The tnd Son 
is the Patriarcha 
and Prophets. 



TheSrdSon 
bMan. 



The Ring la 
Faith. 



^ 81 hodaerltie 
fideM sicat gra- 
nam ajnapit Ac^ 



n leaf 94] 

The Brooch is 
the Holy (ihost. 

% MltUai \ohi$ 
paraclituw &C 



[iVloralisation.] 

Themperour fat y spake of aboue, is oore lord god, 
^ot hath .i^'. sones. IT By the firste sone, we 
shtd vndirstonde Angels / to whiche / god yaf swich 
confirmacion ^t they may nat synne / for afUr fat the 
Ankkid Angels fillen f the goode angels so sadly weren 
adherent to god, and by him so confermed / pat they 
mighten nat synne. % By the second sone, we shul 
vndirstonde Patriarks and Prophetes / to whiche god 
yaf and bytook the olde lawe / )>at is to seye, the lawe 
of Moyses / which was menable / for it changid by the 
comynge of Cryst / ^ To the .iij. sone, this Emp^-our 
yaf the lewelles / fat is to seyn, the ryng / the brooch 
& the clooth / ^ By the ryng fat is rownd / We shul 
vndirstande feith / which is rownd, wtt^outen obliquitee 
or crookidnesse / and who-so hath the ryng of verray 
feith / he shal haue the loue of god and of his angel?. 
II Where-of our Sauueour spekith and seith thus : H " If 
yee haue as mochil feith as is the greyn of Senefee ; 
yee shuln mowe seye to this hil, passe & go / and it 
shal passe " / & therf ore he fat hath the ryng of verray 
feith 1 he shal haue al Hhyng at his lust and plesance. 
^ God yaf also to the Cristen man a brooch / fat is to 
seyn, the holy goost / and seyde / " I shal sende to yow 
the holy goost ^ & he shal telle and informe yow of al 
fat y seye " / and if we haue the holy goost in oure 
heries / wttAouten doute we shul han all goodes fat 
profyton to the helthe of soulo / II Also god yaf to the 
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Cristen man the .iijf'^ lewel / J^at is to seyn, the precious 

clooth / this clooth is parfyt chantee / which god Thecioihu 

perfect Cliaiitj. 

shewid ts in the Crois / he loued vs so mochil J>at he 

dcide for vs / to brynge vs to etemel blisse / therfore 

who-so sitteth vp-on parfyt charitee t dowtelees he shal 

be translated out of this world / vu-to perpetuel restc. 

^ The seid lonathas may be clept a Cristen man / 

which is sliden or fallen in-to synne. % His paramour, The Panunour is 

^t is to seyn, his wrecchid flessh, cometh to him and oeeh. 

meetith him / stirynge him to synne / and so he leesith 

the ryng of feith / which he receyued & tooke in his 

bapteme. % Also the brooch, J>at is to seyn, the holy 

goost, fleeth from hym by cause of his synne. ^ The 

clooth eek is with-^drawen from him, ))at is to seye, v iear94,b«ck] 

parfyt charitee / as^ often as he consentith to synne / 

and thus the wrecchid man dwellith or abydith wtt/t- 

outen help among beestes / fat is to seyn / viiUi the 

feend / the world and the flessh. ^ Do therfore as 

dide lonathas. ^ Eyse vp fro thy synne, ryse vp / f or % surge qui dor- 

nii«, k iUaminabo 

al to longe haast thow slept in the lappe of* camalitee te td 



or flesshlyhede / as it is writen : II " Aryse vp thow 

fat sleepist, and y shal enlumyne thee." II Eight so 

Sampson slepte in the lappe of Dalida, and loste his 

stivngthe. H lonathas roos and entred in-to the watir The hot Water 

of peimnce / which twynneth and disseuerith the flessh, 

fat is to seyn, flesshly affeccions / H Aftirward he eet Tiieuttree'efhiit 

of the fruyt of sharpnesse / which changed his cheerc 

in-to the manure of a leepre / as it is red of Cryst : y vidimiu euM 

tAHIQlMtM VllltUW 

H '^ we sy him as hauynge no chiere or contenance." iioiiha6«nteei&(^ 
H Right so of the soule, which is in bittimesse for the 
WToght offense and synne. H wher-of it is seid in the 
figure and liknesse of the soule : II " Blake y am, but y 

« Later, at top : " Badofua Wilcokes." " Ihesus, 

** Ihestis, hane mercy vppon vs and this Inglishe nacyon, 
wAich hath bene of dinsts flock an habitacion." 

At foot : " Thomas, late Pokes .Wal«re (t) " and some French, 

Qpf^ide down. 

HOCCLEVE, M.P. — II. R 
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XXIV. hoccleve's dedication to lady westmorlaxd. 



*[ Ni^ra turn, sot 
forinoM &d 

Tlie Slid Water 
ill the Holy 
Cummuiiion. 

[> leaf 95] 

Y EgoraM font; 
qui biberit &d 



The fruit of 
the Slid tree i» 
Ueaion. 



Tlie Sliip is the 
Cliurch. 



The Home la 
tlie Kingdom of 
Heaven. 



Little poem, 
beg Liuly Wett- 
niorlaiid 



to receive yon 
an her Hglit, 
and try to please 
her. 



am fair " / fat is to seyn, blake in body, and fair in 
aoule. ^ lonathas entred the second watir, which 
restored al, &c. % This watir is the holy conimiinioi/n 
aftir penitence, IF Wherof spake oure ^Sauueour:* 
IT " I am the well / who-so drynkith of fat watir, he 
shal nat thriste ageyn." ^ Aftir, this lonathas eet of 
the fruyt of the second tree, which restored al pat was 
lost, fat is to seyn, whan man is gloritied in etemel 
lyf, and helith the kyng, fat is to seyn, resoun. and 
so he entrith the ship of the chirche / and to liis 
paramour, fat is to seyn, liis ilessli, he pumeicth watir 
of contricioun & fruyt of penance and sharpnesse / for 
which the flessh / fat is to seyn, camel or flesshly 
afifeccion, sterueth and dieth / and the man porchaceth 
& getith by penitence the goodes fat were lost / and so 
he gooth in to his Contree, fat is to seyn, the R<*jpie 
of heuene : to which, god of his grace brynge vs aH. 
Amenl 

Go, smal book* / to the noble excellence 
Of my lady / of Westmerland / ami seye, 
Hir humble seruant / with al reuerence 
Him recommandith vn-to hir nobleye ; 
And byseeche hire / on my behalue, & proyo. 
Thee to receyue / for hire owne right ; 
And looke thow / in al manere weye 
To plese hir wommanhede / do thy might 

Humble seruant 
to your gracious 
noblesse 
T: Hoccleue. 



At foot, later, •* Pcrl^ 1666. 



tt 



'Later, at top: "Vnto the gloi^oua Rcsurreccyow of ito 
Body and the lyfe Euer lastyng." At side ** radulfua Wilcok . . 
honerif isniUUtibus . . But, the sayd def (t)." 
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HOCCLEVE'S RHYMES AND CHAUCER'S 

VIRELAYS. 

[Beprinted from The Athenaeum, March 4, 1893, p. 281.] 

Chaucer tells us that he wrote " virelayes " ; see * Legend of 
Good Women/ 423. Unfortunately, they are all lost but two ; 
and these two do not seem to have been noticed. 

There is a so-called * Virelay ' in Moxon's edition, p. 439 ; but 
it was first attributed to Chaucer by Stowe in 1561, and is of 
quite late date ; see my edition of the * Minor Poems,' p. xxxL 
I shall only observe here that it is not a true virelay ; for the 
rhymes do not recur as they should. 

The sole existing specimens both occur in 'Anelida/ lines 
256-271 and 317-332. The arrangement of rhymes is as follows : 
cMohaaah, followed by hhhahhha. The repetition of the same 
rhymes in a different order is the essential point in a virelay. 

In Dr. Furnivairs excellent new edition of Hoccleve I find 
$tome more examples, though they are not noted as being such. 
I wish to draw attention to them, as they are of high interest. 

Take, for example, Balade IV., at p. 39. The editor says, " in 
five-measure eights, ahahy bcbc.** This is true as far as it goes, 
but does not convey any adequate idea of the extreme intricacy 
of the metre. The description given only applies to the first 
stanza. But cUl the other stanzas actually employ the very same 
rhymes, but in a veering order. In the whole poem of forty 
lines there are but three rhymes, viz. in -a/, in -ee, and in -ay. 
And this is the order of them. 

First stanza : ahab^ hchc. 

Second stanza : chcbf baba. 

Third stanza : abab, bcbc, (Same as the first.) 

Fourth stanza : cbcb, baba. (Same as the second.) 

Fifth stanza : acaCf cbcb. 

There are here three variations in the order. 

Balade Y. (p. 41) is another specimen of intricate rhyming. 
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The formula is as follows for the four stanzas : (1) abab, hebe, 
(2) the same, (3) the same, (4) the same. In the thirtj-two lines 
there are but three rhymes. 

Balade YL (p. 42) is precisely like it. However, neither of 
these is a virelay ; there is no veer. 

Balade YIII. (p. 47) furnishes us with a still more intricate 
specimen. The first ^ve stanzas arrange the rhymes as in Balade 
lY. above. But there is a new arrangement in stanza 6, viz. 
Icbct caca. Hence there are here four variations instead of three. 
In forty-eight lines there are but three rhymes, viz. in -ee, -cun^ 
and -e^e, A knowledge of this is important phonetically ; for a 
rhyme in -ey (instead of the feminine -eye) would be inadmissible. 

Balade IX. is interesting as reproducing the metre in ' Anelida,' 
220-255, 281-316 ; so we know whence the form of it came. 

Balade XII. is an excellent specimen of a virelay. In the 
three stanzas we get the three varieties, as in Balade lY., stanzas 
1, 2, and 5. The three rhymes are -erU, -esse, -ee. 

Balade XHI. begins with an excellent virelay. The first three 
stanzas are, in form, precisely like Balade XII. ; but all the 
rhymes are feminine. The rhyme-endings are -esse, -inge, -aille. 
Stanza 4 is, metrically, rather a drop, as it introduces new 
rhymes. But the roundel that succeeds is good. 

Balade XIY. is a virelay. The first and third stanzas end 
alike, viz. in ahaby bchc. The second stanza has cbcb, baba, 

Balade XY. is a virelay, precisely like Balade XI L 

Hence Hoccleve actually presents us with true virelays in 
Balades XII., XY., and three stanzas of XIII., with three vari- 
ations. Balade lY. is another, but the third and fourth stanzas 
are additional, and merely repeat the rhymes of the first and 
second. Balade YIII. introduces yet a foui-th variation. Balade 
XIY. has but two variations. 

We can all guess whence Hoccleve learnt his metises. It seems 
to me a most int^esting fact that, though we have not got many 
of Chaucer's eight-line virelays, we now know precisely how they 
all went. 

Walter W. Skeat. 



[Correction for Hoccleve*8 Minor Poems, I., p. 217.] 



" MAGGE, THE GOOD[E] KOW."— p. 217. 

[Beprinted from TJie Academy, April 1, 1893, pp. 285-6.] 
"the cow is wood" in chauceb. 

Cambridge: March 19, 1893. 

In the New English Dictionary, 8.v. ckojigh, we learn that cow 
here means ** chough" ; viz., in the " Wife of Bath's Prologue," 
1. 232. I once further explained (in the Academt, April 5, 
1890) that the allusion is to a story of **The Tell-tale Bird" 
kind, so well discussed hy Mr. Clouston in Originals and Analogvss, 
p. 437 (Chaucer Society). 

In Dr. Fumivall's new edition of Hoccleve there is a capital 
example of a similar usage; and (with Dr. Furnivall's kind 
permission) I beg leave to call attention to it, because it seems 
to have escaped notice. I must quote the whole of two stanzas 
on p. 217 : 

" Frend, looth me were ' nay ' seye vnto yow, 
But y suppose, it may noon othir be ; 
Hiest wommen vnto Magge, the good[e] kow. 
Me likne, and thus seye — ' 0, beholde and seo 
The double man ! 0, yondir, lo, gooth he 
That hony first yaf , and now yeueth galle ; 
He fo in herte is vnto wommen alle ; 

" Til he of wommen oute wordes wikke, 
He fastynge is, him seemeth ; al the day 
Out of his mowth lesynges swarmen thikke ; 
On wommen no good word affoorthe he may ; 
And if he wel speke or wryte, is no nay, 
He nat meneth as he spekith or writ : 
lewde dotepol 1 straw for his wit 1 " 

In the last line but one the printed text has msuethf i.e, 
" moveth." I read it as meneth, i.e,, " meaneth." The verb otUe 
means " utter." I would further suggest that the I^IS. reading, 
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the good cow, is a scribal error for the woode cow, t.0., ''the mad 
jack-daw." The scribe evidently missed the point, and avoided 
writing what (to him) seemed to be nonsense. 
I now give a sufficient paraphrase : 

" My friend, it would grieve me to refuse you, but I suppose I 
cannot do otherwise (than translate, as you ask me to do, a tale 
about an evil woman). I fear lest women should liken me to 
Mag, the mad jack-daw, and say — 'Behold the double-minded 
man ! See yonder, there goes he who formerly gave men honey, 
and now gives them gall ; he is a foe, at heart, to all womankind. 
He seems to himse}| to be fasting, till he utters wicked words 
about women. lies sw^rq^ thickly out of his mouth. He cannot 
afford women one good word; and if ever he speaks or writes 
well of us, it cannot be denied that he does not mean what he 
speaks or writes. Ignorant blockhead ! A straw for his wit ! ' '' 

Not only have we here a new allusion to the evil words which 
jack-daws speak of women, but we have what I suppose to be 
by far the earliest example of the name Mag (Margaret) as 
applied to a chattering bird. Shakspere has "magot-pie," and 
modern English has " magpie." It would be interesting to learn 
if some other MS. can be found in which the original word woode 
(or wode) is retained. 

Walter W. Sksat. 



I don*t know of another copy of this Link between Hoccleye*8 two stories 
from the Qesta Rornanorum. — F. J. F. 
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NOTES. 

L 

Extracts from Christine de Pisan's L'Ejpistre au 
Dicu (TAvwurs (Mai 1399). — (Euvres Po^tiques 
de C. de P. publides par Maurice Roy. ii. 1 — 27. 
Soc. des Anciens Textes Fran^ais, 1891. 

[Tho no8. of the English lines are on the left ; those of 
the ^ench on the right.] 

1 Cupido, roy par la grace de lui, 1 
Dieu des amans, sans aide de nullui 

2 Kegnant en Fair du ciel tr^ reluisant 

5 Filz de Venus la deesse poissant, 4 
Sire d^amours et de touR ses obgiez, 

6 A tous noB vrais loiaulz servans subgiez, 

7 Salut, Amour, Familiarity I 

8 Savoir faisons en generality 8 
11 Qu'a nostre Court sont venues complaintes 

Par devant nous, et moult piteuses plaintes 

9 De par toutes dames et dnmoiselles, 

10 Gentilz femmes, bourgoises et pucelles, 12 
Et de toutes femmes generaumeiit, 

Nostre secours requerant liuinbleinent ... 14 

11 Si se plaignent les dessusdittes dames, 17 

12 Des grans eztors, . . des oultroges tr^s griefn, 20 
Que cliascun jour des dosloiaulx resolvent, 

Qui les blnsment, diffament et de^oivent 
15-16 Sur tous pais se complaignent de France ... 23 
18 Car a present sont pluseurs chevaliers 33 

Et escuiers mains duis et coustumiers 
21 D*elles trayr par beaulz blandissemens. 
18 Si se faignent estre loyaulz amuns 36 

21 Et se cueuvrent de diverse fuintise ; 
22-5 Si vont disant que griefnient les atise 

L'amour d'elles, qui leur cuer tient en serrc, 
Dont Pun se plaint, a Fautre le cuer serre, 40 

19, 22 L'autre pleure par semblant et souspire, 
25 Et Tautre faint que trop griefment empire 
23 Par trop amer tout soit descoulour^, 

28 Et presque mort et tout alangor^, 44 

29 Et jurent fort, et promettent et mentent 

33 Estre loiaulz, secrez, et puis s*en van tent ... 46 

41 Ainsi, se trop ne sont aperceiies, 99 

42 Sont maintes fois les damea deceiies. 

41 Car simples sont, n*y pensent se bien non, 
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Dont il avient souvent, veullent ou non, 102 

42 Qiramer leur fault ceulz qui si les defoivent, 
49 Truies sont ains qu'elles 1 aperfoivent. 104 

50-1 Mais quant ainsi sont fort envolop^, — 105 

57 Les desloiauiz qui les ont attrap^es, 

Or escoutez comment ilz s'en cuevissent : 
59 Ne leur souffist ce qu'uinsi les trahissent, 108 

57 Ains ont compaings de leur male alliance ; 

62 Si ii'y remaint ne fait ne couvenance 

63 Qui ne soit dit I'un a Tautre, et, trop plus 

Qu'ilz n'ont de bien, se vantent que reclos 112 

68 Sont devenus en la chambre leurs dames 

Dont sont amez ; puis jurent corps et ames 

Comment du fait il leur est avenu, 
68 £t que couch^ braz a braz y ont nu . . . 116 



78 Mais s'aucunes attraient en tel guise, 537 

80 Quel merveille ? Ne fu pas, pur faintise, 

82 Par fauiz consautz, par traison bastie, 

Par parlemens, engins et foy mentie, 540 

81 La grant cit4 de Troye jadis pnse, 

83 Qui tant fu fort, et toute en feu esprise ? 542 
Et tons les jours par engins et desrois 

85 Ne traist on et royaumes et roys ? . . . 544 

£t fust ores malicieuse et sage 551 

Si n*est ce pus en ce grant vasseta^e 

89 A homme ngu, de grant malice plein, 

90 Qui peine y met comme il en est tout plein. 554 



99 La rigolent I'un Tautre, ♦^t par reproclies 126 

S'entredient : ** Je s^ny bien de tes I'ais, 
100 "Telle est t'amie, et tu le jolis fais 
102-8 " Pour sienne amour ; mais pluseurs y ont part ; 
104-5 " Tu es receu quant un autre s'en part." 130 



Kt puis apr^s s'en moquent et s'en vantent, 531 

110 Kt vont disant que femmes se consentent 
127 Legperement, com legieres et fruilles, 

111 Kt i\u\m ne doit avoir fiance en elles . . . 534 
113 La diffamcnt les envieux la belle 131 
115 Sanz actioison, ne nul mal snvoir d*elte ; 

Kt lors cellui qui en est rigol^ 

MouHtre semblant qu'il en suit adoul6s ... 134 

120 Si en y a qui se sont mis en peine 147 

121 Qu'on les amnst, mais perdu ont leur peine ; 
122-3 Si sont honteux dont ilz sont reffus^ ; 

124 Ne veulent pas qu*on croie que mus^ 150 

Aycnt en vain, pour ce de ce se vantent 
126 Qii'oiicques n'avint . . . 



134 Kt c|uel proffit vient d'ainsi diffnmer 166 

135 A ceulz meismes qui se deussent anner 
130 Ptuir lea garder, et leur honneur deffendre? 
138 Car tout homme doit avoir le cuer tend re 
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174 Envers femme qui a tout bomme est raere ... 1C9 



148 Et suppoB^ qu'il en y ait de nyces 185 

150 Ou remplles de pluseurs divers vices, 

151 Sanz foy, n'amour, ne nulle loiault^, 

153 Fieres, males, plaines de cruault^, 

149 Ou pou constaos, legieres, variables, 

152 Cautelleuses, fausses et decevables, 190 

154 Doit on pour tant toutes raettre en freinailtey 
Et tesmoignier qu*it n^est nulle qui vaille ? 

155 Quant le bault Dieu fist et fomia les angelz . • . 193 
156-7 N'en y ot il de niauvais en leurs fais ? 195 

160 Doit on poor tant an^^elz nommer mauvais ? • . • 196 

169 Par ces preuves justes et veritables 721 
Je conclus que tons honimes raisonables 

170 Doivent femmes prisier, cberir, amer, 
175 Et ne doivent avoir cuer de btasiuer 

174 Elles de qui tout bonnne est descendu . . . 725 

190 Si se plaingnent les dessusdittes dames 259 

191 De pluseurs clers qui bus leur mettent blasmes, 
Dittiez en font, rimes, proses et vers, 

192 En diffamant leurs meurs par moz divers . . • 262 

197 En vers dient, Adam, David, Sanson, 267 
199 Et Satemon et autres a foison, 

198 Furent deceuz par femme main et tart ; 

202 Et qui sera done li boms qui s*en gartV . . • 270 

204 Ovide en dit, en un livre qu'il fist, 281 
206 Assez de mauiz, dout je tiens qu'il meffist, 

204-5 Qu'il appella le " Remcde d'amours,** 

205 On leur met sus moult de vitlaines mours, 

Ordes, laides, pleines de villenie . . . 285 

Si ont les clers apris tr^ leur enfance 291 

211 Cellui livret en premiere science 

De gramaire, et aux autres Paprenent 

213 A celle lin qu*a femme amer n'emprenent. 

219 Mais de ce sunt folz, et perdent leur peine, 295 

220 Ne Tempescbier, si n^est forn cbose vaine. 

221 Car, entre moy et ma dame Nature, 

222 Ne soufirerons, tant com le nionde dure, 298 

224 Que cberies et am^ ne soient, 

232 Malgr^ touz ceulz qui blasmer les vouldroient, 
Et qu'a pluseurs meiumes qui plus les blasment 
234 N'ostent les cuers, et ravissent et eniblent . . . 302 

225 Et aucuns sont qui iadis en mes las 495 
227 Furent tenus, mais il sont d*amer las, 

226 Ou par vieillece ou deffaulte de cuer, 

227 Si ne veulent plus amer a nul fiier, 

Et convenant m*ont de tons poins ny^, 

230 Moy et mon fait guerpy et reni^ 500 

231 Comme mauvais serviteurs et rebelles. 

228 Et telle gent racontent telz nouvelles 
Communement, et se plaignent, et blasment 

232 Moy et mon fait, et les femmes diffament . . . 504 
Si b^ tel gent trop plus qu'autre ricns, certes 509 
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234 £t les paye souvent de leurs dessertes ; 
Car, en despit de leurs males paroles, 

236 Eulx assorter d'aucunes femmes foles, 512 

237,262 De pou d'onneur, males, maurenomm^es, 

239 Je fuis ycetilz : de tel gent sont am^es ... 514 

La sont surpris et bien envelop^ 517 

Ceulz qui les mieulx cuident estre eschapp^. 

263 Gomme il affiert sunt tel gent avoy^ ; 

245 Si leur est bien tel mescbief emploi^ . . . 520 

246 D'autres pluseurs, et meismement Ovide 321 
Qui tant en voult, puis diffamer les cuide ; 

247 Et tons les clers, qui tant en ont parl^ 
252 Plus qu'autre gens en furent affol^, 

259 Non pas d'une seule roais d*un millier. . • . 325 

274 Li uutres dit que moult sont decevables, 271 

275 Cautilleuses, faulses et pou valables. 
Autres dient que trop sont men90Dgiere8, 

279 Variables, inconstans et legieres . . . 274 



Et meismement pouete si sonbtil 387 

Comme Ovide, qui puis fu en exil, 
281-3 Et Jehan de Meun ou Romnnt de la Rose, 

286 Quel long proc^ I quel difficile cliose I . . . 390 

287 Pour decepvoir sanz plus une pucelle . . . 395 
291 A foible lieu faut il done grant assault? 397 

Comment pent on de prds faire grand saut? 
Je ne s^ay pas ce veoir ne com prendre 
296-7 Que grunt peine faille a foible lieu prendre, 400 

289 Ne art, n'en«iin, iie grant soubtivet§. 

295 Dont convient il tout de necpssii^, 

296 Puis qu*art convient, grant engin et grant peine, 

297 A decevoir feinme noble on villaine, 404 

298 Qu*e1z ne soient mie si variables, 

299 Comnie aucun dit n^en leur fait si muables^ . . 406 

302 Que fut jadis Med^e an faulx Jason ? 437 

303 Tr^s loialle, et lui fist la toi^on 

304 D*or conquerir par son engin soubtil, 

Dont il acquist loz plus qu'autres cent mil . . . 440 

308 Par eile fu renonnn^ dessus tuus, 441 
Si lui promist que loial ami doulz 

307 Seroit tout sien, niais sa foy lui nienti, 

Et la laissa pour autre, et s'en parti 444 

311 Que fu Dido, roync de Cartage, 
De grant amour et de loial corage, 

309 Vers Eneas qui, exilic de Troye, 

Aloit par mer las, despris et sanz joye, 448 

312 Presque per}', lui et ses chevaliers ? 
Recueilli fu, dunt lui estoit mestiers 

310 De la belle, qu*il faussement de^ut .... 4.*) I 
315 Dont a la fin celle, pour s'amisti^ 459 

* Hoccleve wisely leaves out Christine's retort that the books 
aj::ainst them weren't written by women (609-10) ; had they been 
(416), thiij^H ud have been ditlerently put. 
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Morut de dueil, doDt ce fu grant piti^ 460 



Si trouvera, se vient a droit jugier, 643 

330 Que le plus grtmt mat puet pou doinmagier : 

331 N'occient gent, ne blescent, ne mabagnent, 
Ne traisons ne pourcliacent n'empregnent, 

334 Feu ne boutent, ne desheritent gent, 

335 N'eropoisonnent, n'emblent or ne argent, 648 
Ne de^oivent d'avoir ne d'oritage, 

336 N'en fauiz contros, et ne portent doraage 
333 Auz royaumes, anx duchies, n'auz empires ; 

Mai ne e'ensuit gaires, meismes des p^res .... 652 
.... elles n'ont pas les euers 670 

Ending ad ce, ne a cruault^ faire ; 
337-40 Car nature de femme est debonnaire, [Set aiao i«-i78.] 

346 Moult piteuse, paourouse et doubtable, 

345 Humble, doulce, coye, et moult charitable, 674 

347 Amiable, devote, en payz honteuse, 

346 Et guerre craint, simple et religieuse, 

341 Et en courrouz tost apaise soti yre . . . • 677 

361 . . . mais du decevement 608 

351-7 Dont on blnsme dame Eve nostre mere, 

354 Dont s'ensuivi de Dieu sentence amere, 610 

365-6 Je di pour vray qu 'oncq Adam ne de9ut, 
364 Et simplement de Tanenii con^ut 
363 La parole qn'il lui dunna a croire, 

Si h cuida estre loiul et vo're, 614 

En celle foy de lui dire s'avance ; 
367 Si ne fut done fraudc ne decepvance 

Car simplece, sanz malice cel^e, 
367 Ne doit estre decepvance appelMe. 618 

372 Nul ne de^oit sanz cuidier decepvoir, 
371 Ou aultrement decepvance n'est voir. 620 

^74-5 Quelz grans maulz done en pevent estre diz ? 

Par desservir n*ont elles paradis? 
375 De quelz crisines les peut on accuser ? . . . 623 

Mais, qui qu'en ait niesdit ou mal escript 559 

435 Je ne truis pas en livre n'en escript 

437 Qui de Jhesus parle, ou de sa vie, 

436 Ou de sa mort pourchac^e d*envie . . . 562 
444 N*euvangile qui nul mal en tesmoigiie, 565 

Mais manit grant bien, ir:ainte haulte besoignc, 
447 Grant prudence, grant sens, et grant const ance, 
Parfaite amour, en foy grant arrestance, 
Grant cliarit^ . . . et giant seniblant en firent, 5C0, 71 

438 Car, mort ne vif, oncque ne le guerplrent. 

442 Fors des fenimes fu de tons deluissi^ 
Le duulz Jhesus, navre, mort et bleci^. 

443 Toute la foy remnint en une femme .... 575 

450 Et se j'ay dit d'elles bion et louenge, 759 

451 Comine il est vray, ne I'ay fait pur losange 

452 N'a celle fin que plus orgueil en uient, 

453 Mais tout a fin que tondis ellcs soyent 

454 Curieuses de mieulz en niieuiz valuir, 
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Snnz les vices que I'en ne doit avoir ; 764 

456 Car qui plus a grant vertu et bontd, 

En doit estre moins d' orgueil sunnont^, 
457-8 Car les vertus si enchacent les vices. 

Et, s*il est des femmes aucunes nyces, 768 

Cest* Epistre leur puist estre dottrine, 

Le mal laissent ; les bonnes vueillent en ce 
464 Prendre vouloir d* auoir perseverence, 772 

465,62 Si aront preu, grant Iionneur, joye et loe 

£t Paradis a la fin, dire Tos. 774 

463 Pour ce conclus en diffinicion, 

466-7 Que des mauvais soit fait punicion 776 

Qui lee blasment .... si soient tuit 777, 779 

468 De nostre Ck>urt chaci^ bani, destruit . . • • 780 

464 Et commandons de fait a no maisnie 784 
466 Generaument et a noz ofiiciers • • • • 786 

466 .... que tous ceuz niaubaiUis 788 
Et villennez soient tr^ laidement 

467 Injuriez, punis bonteusement . . • . 790 
470 Accompli soit sanz fuire aucun delais. 796 

472-3 DoNNlfc en Tair, en nostre grant palais, 

Le jour de May la solempn^e feste 
474 Ou les amans nous font mainte requeste, 
476 L' An de grace Mil trois cens qoate vins 

£t diz et neuf , present dieuz et divins • • • . 800 

Creintis [« Cristine]. 
Explicit r Epistre au diea d' amours. 828 
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LETTER OF CUPID, p. 72—91. 

COLLATION OF THE ASHBURNHAM MS 63, & SHIRLEY^S 
MS TRIN. COLL. CAMB. R. 3. 20, p. 116 Ac. 



72/1. comaundementes Sh. 

— 4. the mortel A, al mortel Sli. 

— 5. the om. A, Sh., citheres sone 

oonly Sh. 

— 6. alle A Sli. 

— 7. gret3'nj? hertly Sh., gretynges 

senden A. 
73/8. wole A, wol Sh. 

— 9. and A, of Sh. 

— 10. esowe Sh. 

— 11. Swich A, ... of F, as Sh. 

— 12. doon A, which doone Sh. 

— 14. this F, hir A, )>e Sh. 

— 16. And pansyng* A, ... on) F, 

vpon Sh., . . . the litel F, 
this A. 

— 18. can . . . disHimulen A. 

— 19. on F, in A, Sh. ; her F, >eyre 

Sh. 

— 20. herte A, feelen Sh. 

— 23. and with A, a chere Sh, 

— 24. trewely A, triiwly Sh. 

— 25. in hert that they Sh. ; han 

swich A. 

— 26, seyne Sh. 

— 27. listSh. 

— 28. most Sh. 

— 29. seyn A, seyne Sh. 

— 30. as doth F, Shewen A. 

— 31. Whyles . . . losten A ; last 

... or Sh. 

— 32. and . . . ech F, in euery A. 

— 33. al F, yche A. 

74/34. ryght as F, As l>at A Sh. ; 
lyste F, lykith A. 

— 36. moot niyn herte A ; . . . 

herte I prey Sh. 

— 38. wordc may non A ; non astcrt 

¥, ther noon sterte A. 



74/39. reson) ... to F, sholde any 
wight by resun A, reson 
any wight sholde Sh. 

— 43. moveth . . . F, women 

nieeued of A Sh. 

— 44. as jfst tho A. 

— 46. they graunte F, graunten A, 

Sh. 

— 46. that . . . nat F, they nat 

shulden A, that l^ey shulde 
nat Sh. 

— 48. of F, In Sh. ; they A, ye F. 

— 49. thus A, Sh., and thus F; 

while )>ees Sh. 

— 60. this F, the A Sh.; pot A 

penne F ; l^us ha^ }>e 
potte by stele Sh. 

— 61. is in his F, of hire hath A. 

— 62. kepeth . . , more F, he 

keepith nat A, with her ne 
kepe)>e he more Sh. 

— 63. after, om. Sh. ; fynden A, 

f. owher Sh. 

— 66. bestowe so Sh, 

— 66. ^ees men for alle l^eyre oof^es 

beon harde to leede Sh. 
76/69. this woman this traytoure 
Sh., this tr. the w. A. 

— 60. faste . . . F, fast him spedeth 

F, spedeth him fast Sh. 

— 61. on a lowe F A, ouer thro we 

Sh. 

— 62. ne A Sh. 

— 63. telleth him Sh. 

— 66. to accuse A. 

— 66. to . . . selfe F. confesse him 

A ; Nowe is )>i« witte / 
confesse himself thruytour 
Sh. 
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15/(y7. a A. 

— 68. tellen how hir body he Sh. ; 

do F, doon A. 

— 69. he . . . him F, to him thus 

loo Sh. 

— 70. grete esclaundre F Sh., ful 

greet reprticf A ; vnto F, 
boo|>e to Sli. 

— 71. name yet F, nay / yit A. 

— 72. vertu F, pitee ... it A, 

goode ... it Sh. 

— 74. in ward 68 Sh, 

— 76. sclaundre F, shame A. 

— 76. thanke A, hye thank Sh. 

— 77. whiche . . . helpen Sh. 

— 78. ffttt men by si. A Sh. 

— 79. Innocent F, ignorant A. 

— 80. ys . . . sith F A, sith ys 

Sh. 

— 81. as \>at A, 

— 82. om. the Sh. 
76/«3. al A Sh. 

— 85. Betrayen A Sh. 

— „ Citees F A, Resumes Sh. 

— 86. is yt . . . shttpc F, is . . . 

shape a A Sh. 

— 87. Ageynes false & hid A, A. 

falsely hidde Sh. 

— 88. suche F, tho A ; craftes F A, 

castes Sh. 

— 89. wytte . . . redy F, wil ay 

reedy is A Sh. 

— 90. thinges that soune)>e Sh. ; 

hy A, hye Sh. 

— 91. beth F, be A. 

— 92. these F, the A. 

— 9H. as A Sh. 

— 94. they A, \>ey Sh. 

— 96. om, to A. 

— 97. gueniouethhoFjhimqwytith 

A. 

— 98. lytell wote F, Smal witen A, 

1. knowe Sh. 

— 99. To his felaw au othir wreche 

A. 

— 100. tlie hath F, liath thee A. 

— 102. dosyrid A. 

— 106. ride F, ride on Sli. 

— 107. whiU?st Sh. ; for, om. A. 
77/108. wol F, cjin A ; with-sey F, 

sey ney Sh. 
-- 109. smertly F, (jwikly A ; snak* 
A. 

— 110. thus these F, so the A. 



77/111. so . • . mot F, J>at ... oft 
gyled shal Sh. 

— 112. ay ... F, For . . . nouel- 

lerye Sh. 

— 114. self / hyre F, self / here A. 

— 115. Kepreef of her he spekth A . 

— 117. dyuers F, sundry A; uft 

maken Sh. 

— 120. Ful . . . wolde F, For . . . 

wolde eke Sh. 

— 121. spent his tyme A. 

— 123. hyr pleynly F, his lady A. 

— 124. and F, or Sh. ; had A. 

— 127. Foreuery Sh. 

— 129. leiser han A Sh. 

78/131. onmaddyngche.. broghtA. 

— 132. he shoulde Sh. 

— 133. which wymmcn loven Sh. 

— 134. To F, And Sh. 

— 136. too F, To A. 

— 136. and in F, For t>e Sh. 

— 138. yf that F, And if Sh. 

— 139. Al moot he flee [>at is to it 

A. 

— 140. his grete F, ther-to A, mans 

g. Sh. 

— 141. A foul vice A, Right foule 

it Sh. 

— 143. men F, man A Sh. 

— 147. thise ... in F, tho ... at 

A ; beth F, been Sh. 

— 148. man ... a woman Sh. 

— 161. and F, al Sh. 

— 153. and ful F, al ful Sh. 

— 164. that ... al F, swiche alle A. 
79/156. al . . . were F, iille whs A. 

— 158. al men woot F, men wd 

knowen A. 

— 169. tliat F, wheche Sh. 

— 161. he tliat ... is F, which . . . 

is moche Sh. 

— 163. yit of hem were goode Sh. 

— 164. fynden A ; happen men to 

fynde Sh. 

— J 65. good ij* for teschuwe Sh. 

— 166. deeme . . . alle A, deme it 

. . . al Sh. 

— 167. se . . . falsenesse A, se it 

. . . f. Sh. 

— 168. tnisten F A, trust fm Slu 

— 170. hir F, hem Sh. 

— 171. \>e w. hir shap bo thikkc or 

ellys Sh. 
— ^172. good or badde Sh. 
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79/173. euery m. w. F, For ych 
wight Sh. 

— 176. ya yt F, ha|>e lie Sh. ; shame 

. . . speke F^ shaiue / speke 
of hir A. 

— 176. forth F, out Sh. 

— 179. be . . . F, ►y M. vnto the 

bee Sh. 

— 180. thou . . . F, man shal hon- 

Dour ]>ee Sh. 
80/181. hir nat F, nat hire A ; And 
d. t h. in Sh. 

— 182. by F, thurgh A. 

— 183. ys seyde in oure e. Sh. 

— 184. foule F A, beest Sh. 

— 185. that he F, so it A. 

— 186. vseth F, wont is A. 

— 187. wel ... F, of wommen wel 

A. 

— 188. to displesen F, for to de- 

spise A Sh ; ne F A, and 
Sh. 

— 189. they wol F Sh., hem list A. 

— 190. These, <ym. A. 

— 191. bokes of hir F, raakynges of 

Sh. 

— 192. dispisen t w. F, they lakken 

woinmenes A. 

— 194. hem yeue A, gyf hem Sh. 

— 196. belowen A. 

— 197. Tho F, Jieire Sh. ; sory F, 

wikkid A. 

— 200. may F, koude Sh. 

— 201. done . . . F, edoo and yet 

Sh. 

— 202. the . . . not F, who may hire 

by mulice A ; hir F, J>eyre 
Sh. 

— 203. as that theys F, Not the 

world A, as that tlie Sh. 

— 205. reprefe F, villanye Sh. 
81/208. aF A, osSh. 

— 209. or ryme F, ryme A. 

— 210. he F A, )>ey Sh. 

— 211. hir FA, J)eyre Sh. 

— 213. to louo hem ever to Sli. 

— 214. syn F, sitho Sh. 

— 215. They»-«»'rt A. 

— 216. and, am. A ; snche . . . 

wrapped F, sweche . . . 
trapped Sh. 

- 218. No F, Ye no Sh.; thyse F, 

^ai tlie A. 

— 219. I do F Sh., do we A. 



81/220. labour and trauaiile A. 

— 221. betwixt vs A. 

— 222. noon F, nat A, not Sh. 

— 223. these F, ow. A ; cruel F, 

outrageous A. 

— 225. my F, our A. 

— 226. ytyed F, Tyd A. 

— 228. ys F, nis Sh. 

— 229. they F, om. Sh. 

— 231. me . . . my F, vs . . . our, A. 
82/233. myn F, oure A. 

— 234. I F, We A. 

— 243. )>oughe that no w. bee 

ewhette Sli. 

— 244. persyng . . . how F, strokes 

how sore A. 

— 245. kerve F, brest Sh. 

— 248. as it is knowen wyde Sh. 

— 249. man F, men Sh. 

— 251. koude F, come Sh. 

— 256. they F, in herte they A. 

— 257. this F, tho A, so thees, Sh. 
83/258. oon v. and o^er they were, 

Sh. 

— 259. thise F, the A; often F, 

wel oft Sh. 

— 260. thise F. om. A. 

— 261. weren nat they / A. 

— 262. as weren F, that wem A, 
— . 263. this F, thees Sh. 

— 266. worshippe F, honur A. 

— 267. thise F, tho' A. 

— 272. For v. o. he can abyde Sh. 

— 273. a wight F, oon for A, folk<« 

for Sh. 

— 274. this F, the A. 

— 276. wonne F A, conquerd Sh. 

— 278. refreyne F, restreyne A. 

— 282. occupacion) F, opynyoun 

Sh. 
84/285. Aparaylles for to tellen vp 
Sh. 

— 286. looge F, large Sh. 

— 288. I . . . my F, we ... our A, 

,, Nough . . . ne in . . . com- 

f)rende Sh. 
lall soo, Sh. 

— 295. moot yt, Sh. 

— 297. for to . . . whateuer Sh. 

— 299. thise F, tlio A ; feyne F A, 

seyne Sh. 

— 304. quyt be liir F, ^ane q. his 

Sh. 

— 306. this man F, J^ees men Sh. 
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9>\l^l. hir . . . his F, hem . . . 
)>ayre Sh. 

— 308. gat hitn • • . name F, grete 

. . . fume Sh. 
85/310. wrechch F Sh., man A. 

— 311. Vnto Dido whiche Sh. 

— 312. smertys F, greeties A. 

— 313. han doon F, do A. 

— 316. tberof F, of it A. 

— 316. my . . . may F, our . . . may 

men A, |>e . . . may men Sli. 

— 318. no ... F, noon /ne byheste 

may men, A. 

— 319. repreuable F, repreef ne 

of A. 

— 320. In herte of man / conceites 

trewe arn dede A. 
„ hath F, hath nowe Sh. 

— 321. noght F, naght A, barreine 

Sh. 
„ trouthe F A, feyth Sh. 

— 322. namely yt is F, / is hir vice 

A. 
„ nut . . . F, ful wel knowe, 
Sh. 

— 324. a womans F, wommannes 

A, l^ees wymmens Sh. 

— 327. No fore . . . no F, Yee / 

strab . . • noon A ; no F, 
lytel Sh. 

— 328. kepe wel . . . what so Sh. 

— 331. dystroyen no F, ne d. Sh. 
8()/335. Foike enpoysone / or h. A. 

— 339. To t A, To al thewes, Sh. 

— 341. wel . . . a F, so wel kan ^e, 

Sh. 

— 342. softe A, soft Sh. 

— 343. be ... F, been . . • |>e 

sygne Sh. 

— 344. Wonniiannes h. to A. 

— 347. ful amyable Sh. 

— 349. hatli not tliise Sh. 

— 350. Ne . . . nat 1, Folwyth 

nothing A. 

— 351. firete A; nathcles F A, 

neuer \>e leese Sh. 

— 352. lese his F» to lese hir Sh. 

• — 354. heestes F A, heest )>oo Sh. 

— 355. tasten of a F, to ete of the 

A, to tusten of Y^ Sh. 

— .356. ne F, nat A. 

— 357. deuel . . . ne F, feeud been 

/ no more she A, fecnde 
eboe n. die Sh. 



87/358. 

— 360. 

— 361. 

— 36.3. 

— 365. 

— 366. 

— 367. 

— 368. 

— 369. 

— 371. 

— 372. 

— 374. 

— 375. 

— 377. 

— 379. 

— 380. 

— 381. 

— .383. 
88/385. 

— 391. 

— 393. 

— 395. 

— 396. 

— 397. 

— 399. 

— 400. 

— 404. 

— 406. 



— 408. 
89/410. 

— 411. 

— 412. 

— 415. 

— 416. 

— 418. 

— 419. 

— 420. 

— 421. 

— 422. 

— 423. 

— 424. 

— 425. 



penvyous Sh. 
fur to F, to A. 
Eve to decey ve Sh. 
noght F, nat A, nade Sh. 
I sey F, we seyn A ; gooJe 

Sh. 

ne F A, she Sli. 
may F, cane Sh. 
I^at she F, she >ee Sb. 
er F, or A. 
calle ... no F, may not 

cnlle yt Sh. 
yt F, yt tirnt Sli. 
to deiiien F, for todeeme A. 
she F A, Eve Sh.; this 

harme F Sh., |>at gilt A. 
hir F, Eves Sh. 
Toiichynge which/ A. 
I F, We A. 
that . . . now F, men roowe 

A, that men now may Sh. 
This haue A ; I F, We A. 
hir hold F, hir holde, A» 

holde Eve SIl 
feende F A, womie Sh. 
this F, l^at A Sh. 
sleythes F, sleigh tes A. 
of F A, hool of Sh. 
from tlie F, from A Sh. 
him . . . of F A, man . . . 

frome Sh. 
to F Sh., fro A. 
that she F A, she cleen Sli. 
hir . . . bore F, hire bo 

borne A, hir hir l>e borne 

Sh. 

leene F Siu, weyke A. 
preysing F, laiide A. 
I sey, F Sli., We Witen A. 
men F, man A Sh. 
that F Sh., it A. 
now . . . good F, it is to 

ttiken A. 
hontireth F A, worshipt*^ 

Sh. 

al F, alle A Sh. 
and . . • a F, For . . . oflt 

Sh. 

F Sh. mn. A. 

blood F A, blood heere Sh. 

1 F, We A. 
thou F Sh., A. 
Oiiercum A, In ouerkomyng 

Sh. 
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89/427. 

— 428. 

— 429. 

— 430. 

— 431. 

— 432. 

— 434. 

90/437. 

— 440. 

— 442. 

— 444. 

— 445. 

— 446. 

— 447. 

— 448. 



Vn-to the feilb of God / 

lioly virgyne A; of God 

A, )>ou goode Sli. 
I F, We A, |>at I Sh. 
by F, Oonly by Sh. 
neuer in my F, nat in one 

A, not in my Sh. 
euer werre y F, ay We wer- 

rey A, euer I werre Sh, 
lo . . . me F, leeueth wel 

ye A. 
remenibrance We nat may 

A. 
nmketh F A, made Sh. 

)urdee as w. Sh. 

iVoinman F A, Wymmen 

SIi. 
for . . . F, holy wryt thus 

Sh. ; seyeth F, seith A. 
shal . . yt shoule so f. Sh. 
1 . . . F Sh, it may preeued 

be ther-by A. 
stable F, nl tlie A. 
the F, ul A, om. Sh. 



\l 



90/451. tolde F Sh., is nat told A. 

— 452. or F, ne Sh. 

— 455. hir F, ]>eyre Sh. 

— 457. digne . . . noble F Sh„ noble 

is / and worthy A ; in 
F A, of Sh. 

— 458-60. he F Sh., she A. 
91/461. vertu A. 

— 463. wol . . c. F, thus we wolen 

conchide A ; we F A, 
yee Sh. 

— 464. yow F A, wol Sh. 

— 466. thise F, tho A. 

— 467. punisshement A. 

— 469, m F, ynne A ; more F, om, 

A ; come more F, retourne 
Sh. 

— 471. that Sh. 

— 472. the ayer F, their A, ^eyro 

Sh. 

— 473. Million F A, legyoun Sh. 

— 476, and . . . and F A, foure h. 

yercs and Sh. 
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JERESLAUS'S WIFE, p. 140-178. 

Some Various Readings from MS. Reg. 17 D G, leaf 90 &c. 



140/t. nctes D, leestes R. 

— 2. Wliilom D. Somtyme R. 

— 3. lereslaus D, Gerelans R. 

— 6. Viigarie D, Hungerye R. 

— 16. foortli wole I D, wole I forth 

R. 

— 16. bed p, bedde R. 

— 17. gan in him D, in liym gan R. 

— 19. left R. 

— 24. hyde fro thee D, from the 

hide R. 

— 26. Ne nat D. Nor not R 
141/27. for tliy D, therfoie R. 

— 32-3. al . . . smal D, ait, sinait R. 

— 39. longe to D, long to. I R. 

— 40. abood D, abode R. 

— 44. syn D, sithen R. 

— 63. hire D, to hir R. 

— 64. kiste . . . farewel D, left . . . 

now farewele R. 

— 66. nat dreedith D, drede not R. 
142/67. and D, the R. 

— 69. the boke kan not R. 

— 61. kepe R, kepte D ; R om, out. 
143/86. |>at D, no R. 

— 88. R alters this line and puts it 

for 91. 

— 96. Truste wele it. none other 

itR. 

— 97. hir, whan he fonde R. 

— 99. sy D, sawe R. 

— 100. Nat . . . stynte D, And that 

he ne stynte woltf R. 

— 102. thempire D, the Empire R 

— 108. thempire D, this Empire R. 



143/109-10. al . . . shal D, utt . . . 
shatt R. 

— 111. vnhad . . . bad D, not hadde 

. . . badde R. 
144/122. it ... is D, it is wele 
knowen R. 

— 1 25. vs warante and avowe R. 

— 1*27. doutith D, dredeth R. 

— 131. anoon areest D, areste 
anone R- 

— 136. Then thought he thus R. 
146/139. vttirly shntt I R. 

— 144. bye R, by D. 

— 164. & D, & my R. 

— 166. of . . . deeth D, on mys- 

cheuous deth to R. 

— 163. yf that I wish R. 
146/172. often it happeth. that 

womans R. 

— 176. did grete hurm R. 

— 180. now D, goode R. 

— 181. ryde foorth D, now rideth R. 

— 187. sue D, folwe R. 

— 194. shoop D, shope R. 
147/199. ago . . . syn D, feme agone. 

. . . sithen R. 

— 203. be doon D, I do R. 

— 212. But my lords the Emperour 

R 

— 224. help at al D, other helpe R. 
148/226. manaces D, manace ne R. 

— 226. Koth she. of the R 

— 229. J>at this for D, this for an R 

— 232. l<ft al D, withouten more R. 

— 240. blustred D, blasted R 
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148/245. amen R, D. am. 

— 246. false D, thou fals R 

— 248. willy to D, willyng to do R. 

— 260. the D, and worthy R. 

— 251. foule enemye R. 
149/258. bettidde Reg., betid D. 

— 259. kidde Reg., hid D. 

— 263. I ... and M with bold D. 

I wote wete with bolde 
R. 

— 265. go D, nyein go Reg. 

— 266. forth tett D, telle forth R. 

— 267. >at . . . had D, she so hade 

R. 

— 269. Erl D, Erie R 

— 271. blyue D, futt blive R. 

— 279. the D, this R 

— 280. qtiod D, koth R 
160/281. ferre R, fer D. 

~ 297. I'at thee list D, the luste to 
R. 

— 307. the D, this R 

— 308. hire aftir D, after, hir R 
151/310. lay therl D, as lay the 

Erie R. 

— 313. was . . . This D, Was this 

R 

— 316. good . . . reft D, goode . • • 

bereft R. 

— 320. herte P, hert to R 

— .322. holde D, holden R 

— 324. 8hal D, may R 

— .S25-6. wilt D, wolt R. 

— 328. py D, sawe R. 

— H.30. fro . . . foorth D, bisily R 
152/338. bed . . . \>9X D, bedde. 

where as R. 

— 340. purposid D, purpos and R. 

— 361. Iiim D, he hym R 
153/366. \>^i D, that, that R 

— 370. bed D, bedde R. 

— .371. bybled D, forbledde R 

— .381. now no lenger R. 

-. 383. flayn D, slayn (so in 380) R. 

— 392, that it not so were R. 
154/394. In the D, In aft the R. 

— 396. namely / & D, and namely 

R 

— 403. He to hir spak R 

— 409. he deceyued D, deceyued 

he R 

— 413. qwit lirtst D, hast qiiytte R 

— 414. walke forth R 

— 422. for shee had seide R. 



166/430. broke R 

— 442. saue D, to sane R. 
166/455. foot D, fete R 0«»f lOT] 

— 457. Whidir D, Wherto R 

— 460. longe his lady fro R 

— 461. agayn D, ayenst R 

— 466. how D, that R 

— 467. shap . . . eek D, and shap • 

and R. 
167/476. & D, nor R 

— 477. fer D, ferre R 

— 480. of ... ne D, or ... or R 

— 485. can D, kun R 

— 490. her . . . thogh D, is her 

nature and vit R 

— 494. chaunge wole . lest it mygbt 

hurtR. 

— 499. this D, that R 
168/609. ga D, go R 

— 610. Vnto my ladyes In . for she 

R. 

— 621. heere y D, I here R 

— 626. he seide D, koth he R 
169/536. wilt so D, wolt now R 

— 544. in no weertee R 

— 668. to thyn owne D, vnto thy R 
160/669. Take goode hecde tlicn»f 

R 

— 670. thow D, right R 

— 671. be than goode . hens forto R 

— 672. Elles alt thy labour may 

theR 

— 673. For I wole lede . hir home R 

— 579. Thow hast hade or this R 

— 683. yeue D, and yeve me R. 

— 686. had . . . deuei D, hade . . . 

fend R 
161/590. clothes . . . his D, his 
clothes out of the R 

— 691. to bye D, forto bey R 

— 697. Syn |>at D, Sithen R 

— 609. this best is D, this is best R 

— 616. hire he to the ship D, he to 

tlie shipman hir R 
162/626. maad ...ID, haue I 
made R. 

— 627. That there shaft neuer man . 

so R 

— 628. thyng . . . outake D, no 

thyng . . . saue R 

— 632. wel D, this R. 

— 634. middes D, the myddes R 

— 64.3. the D, yoi*r R. 
163/656. and gan anone R. 
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163/657. she D, and R. 

— 668. Made she . as I sliait to you 

reberce R. 

— 664. deitee D, dignitee R 
164/675. fil D, sbope R. 

— 683. Wliere . the ladyes R 

— 689. yaf . . . a D, shope and yafe 

Bucbe R. 
165/703. told baue D, baue tolde R. 

— 712. roop D, rope R. 

— 713. Potagre D, Potakir R 

— 725. qwyte , . . D, wole yon 

quyte R 

— 726. swicb D, siicbe R. 

— 728. ye sJiait it bey futt soure. 
166/732. herd D, her* R. 

— 735. hele wcl D, wett bele R. 

— 741. they . . . D, and they haste 

— 746. deuoutly D, deimutely R. 
167/757. The Abbesse hir made. 

approcbe his bye pre- 
sence R. 

— 758. hid D, couered R 

— 767. about D, aboute R (there). 

— 771. That was the knyght. the 

theef . and the shipman 
R. 

— 777. dirke D, grete R 

— 782. Be cured . tett on) R. 

— 784. is ... D, it is . to perseuere. 
168/785. For the fourme R 

— 795. hool D, hole R. 

— 798. Telle out D, Sey on) R 

— 803. I . . . D, mercy I you R 

— 807. he thoghte D, thought he R 

— 811. }yat D, euer R 

169/8ia And how he . . . hade be- 
triiide R. 

— 817. been vn payed D, be delaide 

— 831. him wolde D, it woltf him R. 

— 832. mis D, lakke R. 
170/841. purpos D, tale R 

— 842. thow dem. D, and demony- 

ake R. 

— 847. ban . . . D, the grounde 

baue R. 

— 848. sharp D, sharpe R 

— 852. confesse D, to confesse R. 

— 863. And betooke hir. the charge 

and tlie cure R 

— 864. ft D, his R 

— 866. there a mis D, a wikke* R. 

HOCOLBVE, M.P. — U. 



171/872. euere D, ny R 

— 873. vnto ... D, to my luste nor 

R. 

— 878. the D. this R 

— 881, And tnynke . that no wight 

elles R 

— 882. this D, that R. 

— 889. Whan that 1 for my gilte R 

— 893. of D, for R. 

— 895. where I dede shul* baue 

beR 

— 896. lyf D, gilt R 
172/897. as D, was R. 

— 898. by D, hir U. 

— 900. Betraide I hir R. 

— 901. him . . . D, Sbope hym . . . 

delavee R. 

— 902. fer D, forthe R. 

— 904 a ... I D, a faire gentitt 

lady I R 

— 906. bane hire D, hir baue R 

— 912. haf . . . claf D, hafe . . . 

clafe R. 

— 923. On . . . seide D. On curteys 

height, right R 
173/925. baue of me D, taken R 

— 927. seeknesse ... his D, desese 

. . . her R 

— 939. wrecche D, man R 

— 941. kus D, cosse R 

— 946. Inow thus D, is at an R. 

— 947. vnto bis Paleys D, to his 

paleys goth R 

— 948. good . lady the Emperice . 

with hyni gan wende R. 

— 949. lyueden D, Icdde her lyfe R. 

— 950. bis D, the R 

— 952. list D, wole R 

MS. Reg. 17 D vi. leaves out page 
174. 
175/16. the rather* D, the r. and the 
sonner R 

— 17. scripture D, writte R 

— 22. & makynge D.. J>at maken R. 

— 27. whereof D, wberfore R 
176/14. bukynge D, Wirkyng R. 

— 30. soule wole D, soules wolen R. 
177/4. vp so doun D, bakwar* R. 
~ 26. the feend D, ^s worlcf R. 

— 34. tomed D, tumeth R 
178/2. infest D, eflEect R. 

178. R has in margin * Discipulus. 
Cum omnes homines n. 
8. d . . .* 
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178/16. so D, to a 
179/23. leine to dye R. 

— 33. But telle me tbb . berof wold 

I lereR 

— 34. R adds to Latin ' moriendi 

cum roors mon habitos 
set prioacio esse nos- 
catur.' 

— 38. swetnesse D, ricbesse R 



179/4L roe D, me so R. 

— 45. ay. wote be £atf welt R. 
180/54. bird D, bym R. 

— 57. many oon D, bym R. 

— 72. led away D, awey bane ledde 

R 

— 74. vnto . . bolde D, to tbat lor^ 

ybol(> R 
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Aart, «&. art, 13/ 150, 26/32. 
Abiect, pp. cast otf^ 222/199. 
Abstinence, <6. putte in a., forbear 

from, 154/406 
Acat, acate, <6. purchase, 31/i8i, 

70/100. 
Accomplice, vb, t accomplish, 152/ 

341. 
Adawid, pp. adawed, awakened, 

153/369. 

Affese, vb. t. scare, 233/482. 

Affesid, pp. scared, 229/379. 

Affoorthe, vb. i. bestow, 21 7/46. 

Ageyn, prep, before, in presence oi^ 

I66/745. 
Aght, aught, 22/440, 82/252. 

Agilt, vb. int. sin, 69/64, a-gylte, 
IO8/366 ; V. t. sin against, I7/270, 
I68/804. 

Agrysid, pp. terrified, 1 96/476. 

Alleggen, vb. t. alleviate, 6/198. 

All nalwen dny, sb. All Souls' Day 
(Nov. 1), 212/926. 

Almesse, «6. alms, 1 94/424. 

Amonestynge, sb. warning, 2O8/820. 

Apalle, «&. inL slacken, 98/74. 

Appert, adj. apert, open, 33/270. 

Arettist, vb. t. imputest, layest, 12/ 

"3- 
Arghnesse, «&. timidity, reluctance, 

38/435. 
Arte, vb. compel, constrain, 37/396, 

62/8. 
Aspen, adj. trembling, 63/17. 
AsseeUi, «6. expiation, penance, 196/ 

482. 
Assoill, vb. t. grant, 222/i82. 
Atake; vb. overtake, I48/239. 
Attame, vb. t atame, subdue, 10/ 

45. 
Atte = at the, I95/460, I96/486. 



Attempree, adj. temperate, 4O/13. 
Auriculeer, adj. auricular, II/81. 
Aweertee, ab. cautiousness, 0. Fr. 
avertiy I59/544. 

Baar, vb. t. bare, 8/241. 

Bake, ab. back, 29/127. 

Bapteeme, sb. baptism, 9/38. 

Bayte, vb. t. refresh, I5/206. 

Beer, vb. t. bare, imp. tense, 1/44- 

Begilt, pp. ? deluded, 192 /372. 

Begone, pp. well b., prosperous, 
95/1 1 ; wers begoon, worse beset, 
231/445 ; coiiip. woe-begone. 

Bete, v6. t, beat; 'bete this pavy- 
ment' (pavement), 102/186. Com- 

f)are Fr. battre le pavd. 
le, sb. bill of a bird. 44/42. 

Bit, vb., bad, 34/280, 229/^76. 

Blent, pp. blinded, 225/28o. 

Blyue, adv. quickly, 4/125, 34/28o. 

Bobance, sb. boasting, I9O/321. 

Bolne, vb. int. swell, rise, 172/9 13. 

Bolnynge, ppl. bolning, swelling, 
10/49. 

Boncheef, sb. good fortune, pros- 
perity, 221/172. 

Bote, sb. cure, 97/49. 

Brede, sb. in b., abroad, IO/70. 

Breeth, sb. breath, 2/80. 

Breid, sb. braid, attack, I82/115. 

Brid, sb. bird, 8O/184. 

Brigge, sb. bridge, boat-stairs, 31/ 
104 ; cp. * y" Queues bredge ana 
*rreuy bredge* at Westminster, 
in Braun and Hogenberg^s map 
of 1672. 

Broke, sb. brook, 100/ 152. 

Brydillees, adj. bridleless, 27/78. 

Brygelees, adj. brigueless, without 
dispute, 13/164. 

S 2 
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Bukkyshe, adj, flighty, skittish, un- 
settled, 99/123. 

But, coty. unless, 27/57, I9O/326. 

Bybled, pp, bebled, bloody, 7/230. 

Bye, «6. t aby, pay for, suffer for, 
1 66/728. 

Byheete, vh, hU. promise, 226/302, 
238/625. 

Bykneew, vh. t confessed, 238/ 

634. 
Bymeneth, vb, t. benioao, bewail, 

imper. 7/231. 
Bynome, pp. of 6eium, taken away 

from, 6/189. 
Bytake, v&. t. hand over, 166/452. 

Calate, ab, /. drab, quean, 13/ 147. 
Cape, v6. itU, gape. A., 191/35a 
Careyne, <6. carcass, 0. Fr. caroiiie, 

189/306. 
Cast, Jb. intention, I9I/348. 
Cheertee, chiertee, «6. affection, 22/ 

433, 40/21, 137/777, 2O6/710, 219/ 

87 ; comfort, 48/32. 
Chek, <&. check, at chess, 184/ 161. 
Chepe, vb, t. buy, 2I6/13. 
Clieuice, xb. provide, provide for, 

28/101,34/285. 
Cheuissance, <6., achievement, comp. 



vb. cheuis, Cursor M. 1. 8329, 132/ 



621. 
Clinch 
Chyldly, adj. 



5omp. 
, 135/ 



Cliinchy, adj, niggard, 29/136. 
j, childly, 
64. 



childish, 27/ 



Citein, ab. citizen ; comp. Fr. citoyeny 

202/627. 
Clappe, vb, chatter, 21/39^ 37/394, 

40/37, 127/489- 
Clee, 8b. claw, 191 /^|.5. 
Clight, f>t>. clenched, 182/124. 
Cloudeful, adj, cloudy, aark, black, 

66/109. 
Cokir, 9b, high-low, 190/3 12. 
Combreworldes, tb, cumberworlds, 

useless mortals, 32/225. 
Compleyne, vb, t, complain of^ 

blame, Fr. te plaiiuire, 36/342, 

67/17- 
Conceitlees, adj. ignorant, 232/458. 
Conpaignie, «6. company, attendants, 

companionship, 149/26o^ 161 /329, 

I64/683. 
Conpassid, vb, compassed, devised, 

161/33a 



Conpel, tb, t. compel, 26/3a 
Conpleyne, pity, Fr. plaindrty 36/ 

341. 

Conpunct, pp, touched with com- 
punction, 199/562. 

Constance, «6. constancy, Fr. eon- 
stance, I67/488. 

Cotidian, adj, quotidian, daily, Lnt. 
quotidianutj 26/25. 

Couyne, s&. scoundrelism, 9/21. * II 
en afait bien toute la cauvine, 
Hee is well acquainted with thine 
packing ; he knows full well how 
the matter hath beene carried.' 
1611. Cotgrave. 

Cristientee, «6. Christendom, 0. Fr. 
crestiefU^f 1 66/4 5 3. 

Crois, j6. cross, Fr. croixj 6/149. 

Cure, ab, care, heed, 81/219- 

Daswed, pp, dazed, 67/9. 
Deceyuable, adi. deceitful, 237/590- 
Deeth, ab, death, 6/162. 
Delauee, adj, 0, Fr. dedavd; washed 

away (Cotgrave), loose, lawless, 

172/901. 
Deliure, vb. t, deliver, 164/4 X2t 161/ 

590. 
Demoniak, ab, one possessed with a 

devil, 170/843. 
Depraue, v&. t. speak ill of^ scandsil, 

slander, 30/171. 
Dere, v6. i, hurt, harm, IO7/348. 
Dereworthe, adj, precious, 1 96/448, 

197/498. 
Deskeuere, vb. discover, let out, 

I6O/283. 
Despende, vb. i. dispend, expend, 

spend, 8/244, 38/4>5, 1^^/239. 
Despense, j6. dispense, laying out, 

liberality, 36/342. 
Desteyned, pp. sullied, 36/34a 
Dever, #6. devoir, duty, 168/531. 
Dewynge, ab. dewing, moisteniog, 

6/158. 
Deynuuse, adj. proud, 78/x5a 
Diadeeme, «6. diadem, I6/232. 
Do foorth, keep on, 41/ 15. 
Doel, »6. dole, pity, 0. Fr. dod, Fr. 

d^ftZ, 6/153. 
Doghtir, ab. daughter, I6O/296, 162/ 

339. 
Dokke, vb. t. cut off, kill, 169/54 1. 
Dotepol, ab. dodipoll, fool, 217/49- 
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Doiiblenesse, 06. deception, 73/21, 
237/590. 

Dreche, t*. vex, IO6/308. 

Dress, dresse, vb, U direct, bend, 
I6O/588, I64/691, 210/856. 

Drye, t*. t suffer, I96/474. 

Doumb, adj, Prov: — *the doumb 
man, no lond getith,* i. e. one 
must speak, if one wants any- 
thing, 38/433. 

Dyuyse, v&. devise, 24/511. 

Eerly, adv. early, 31/i8o, 62/21. 
Eertlie, ab. earth, 3/io6, 6/148, 22/ 

428. 
Eerthely, adj. earthly, I7/292, 297, 

200/586. 
Egal, adj, equal, Fr. egal^ 5/i68; 

ejgall, 115/156. 
Eilid, xb. ailed, 9/25. 
Enable, v&. t make fit for, I7/272. 
Enchantour, <6. enchanter, deceiver, 

32/225. 
Enchesoun, «&. cause, reason, 0. Fr. 

enchesan, 48/ 18, 64/6 1, 88/42^. 
Enhabit, ib. t. set as inhabitant, 

17/28a 
Ensaumple, vb. t give example to, 

66/64, 131/604. 
Ensele, vb. i. enseal, seal, 234/5 16. 
Entaille, <6. entail, intaglio, 21/ 

410. 
Entaillid, pp. unalterably attached, 

167/488. 
Enteer, adj. entire, 6O/29. 
Eschu, adj. shy, 0. Fr. ea(^^1^ 2I/403. 
Eschue, vb. t avoid, 0. Fr. eschevery 

6/193, 14/192, 32/216. 
Esroaye, i?6. t. dismay, 2O7/774. 
Etttaat, «6. estate, 88/430. 
Estren, ab. Easter, I76/25. 
Euenliede, $b. evenness, fairness, 

177/3. 
Exaltat, pp. exalted, 237/592. 
Exaudicioun, sb. pardon (%. e. God 

hearing him), Ajyo. 
Exitynge, tib. exciting, urging, 118/ 

234. 

Fallace, $b. outrage, 0. Fr. faUace, 

I6O/283, 226/298. 
Fauel, ab. flattery, 0. Fr. favd, 31/ 

211, 32/223, 33/Z44. 
Fa we, adj. fain, 182/ 124, 236/549. 



Feendly, adj. fiendly, devilish, 149/ 

253, I62/340. 
Feere, in, in company, together, 

229/371. 
Felawshipe, ab. fellowship, com- 

paoy, retinue, I48/239. 
Feme), adj. female, Fr.femeUe, 216/ 

13- 

Ferdful, adj. fearful, timid, 46/47. 

Fern, adv. far, long, 31/ 196, 147/ 

1991 
Pet, pp. fetched, 2O3/663. 
Feynier, ab. appeaser, stayer, 62/ 12. 
Feynyngly,adr. feigningly, 191 /359. 
Ficche, vb. t fix, 4O/9, 46/72, 63/46. 
Flaumbes, ab. flames, 0. Fr. ,/Iom6e, 

197/515,204/699. 
Foleie, foieye, vb. itU. act foolishly, 

be stupid, play the fool, 49/47, 60/ 

46, 163/65 1. 
Foltyshe, adj. foolish, IO4/243, 1 16/ 

147. 
Folwe, xh. t follow, 68/23. 

Fore ward, ab. bargain, 230 /405. 

Forthynke, vb. repent, 239/652. 

Forthoghte, vb. t. repented, 10/ 59. 

Forueye, 1^. viit. go out of the path, 

stray, Fr. fou/rvoyer^ 49/44, 69/79. 

Foumeys, «6. furnace, Fr./otmMiise, 

196/493. 
Foryite, t*. t. forget, I34/672. 

Foysoun, ab, foison, abundance, Fr. 

foiaoHf 8/244, 10/71. 

Franesie, ab. frenzy, Fr. fr^aie, 

166/7 1 5. 
Freend, s6. friend, 26/46. 
Fretynge, adj. fretting, vexing, 213. 
Frete, vb. int. fret, devour, 239/661. 
Fructifie, vb. int. be fruitful, I78/17. 
Fructuous, adj. fruitful, 67/ii. 
Fyn, ab. fine, end, Fr. fin, 2/59. 
Fynt, vb. finds, 180/68. 

Oabbe, vb. int. lie, comp. 0. Fr. 

gaber, 1 69/540. 
Oalwe tree, s&. gibbet, I66/436; 

galwes, 177/7. 
Gaste, th. t aghast, frighten, 200/ 

597. 
Gastful, adj. ghastly, dreadful, 203/ 

669, 204/687. 
Gastness, ab. fearful state, 44/27. 
Genterie, ab. gentleness, kindness, 

courtesy, I64/684. 
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Gere, sh. gear, I3/159. 

Girt, pp, thurgh g., struck through, 

230/388. 
Gleede, sh, glede, glowing coal, 30/ 

159. 
Gole, «6. al thy gole — ? all that is in 

thy mouth, Fr. g^teuhf I59/545. 
Goos, ab. goose; Prov. 'shoo the 

goos,' 19/337. Ferrer les oyes. 

To spend both time and labour 

verie vainly. 1611. Cotgrave. 
Gouemaill, 06. governance, 150/ 

300. 
Govemeresse, sb,f, governess, 160/ 

298. 
Grame, vb, t» vex, 43/57. 
Grede, v6. t: cry for, 47/109; call, 

6O/36, II6/173. 
Gree, sh. recompense, O.Fr. gre, 204/ 

694. 
Greeuable, adj. grievous, 182/xii. 
Greenes, sh. griefs, 3/90. 
Grownde, tr6. t. ground, base (as 

groundwork), 66/46. 
Grype, vb. t. grip, get, IO4/265. 
{jye, v6. t. guide, 6/207, 53/49, 165/ 

433- 

Hann, han, tb. have, 3 sing. 197/ 

523, 198/524.7. 
Haast, vb. hast, 7/21 1, 8/7, 192/ 

372. 
Ilaaste, vb. int. haste, 3I/208, 166/ 

741, 190/350. 
Haf, vb. int heaved, I72/912. 
Hulke, sb. recess, 2O/382; dirke 

halke of Helle, 23/478; IOO/133. 
Hals, sb. neck, I66/712. 
Hawe, sb. haw, 'not worth an h.* 

(used like straw), trifle, 37/380, 

67/20. 
Heedlynge, adv. headlong, hastily, 

133/647. 
Ileeng, vb. int. hung, I49/274, 164/ 

696. 
Heer, sb. hair, 170/86o. 
Heetith, vb. t. promise. 68/40. 
Helply, adj. helping, I97/508. 
Hente, vb. t. seize, 203/67 5. 
Heolly, hoolly, adv. wholly, 3/109, 

112. 
Herkne, vb. t. hearken to, 179/22. 
Heme, sb. nook, recess, 2O/382. 
Uertly, adj. hearty, 72/7. 



Hidles, in, secretly, slyly, Pr. en ta" 
pinois^ covertly, closely, secretly 
(Cotgrave), 202/645. 

Hokir, s&. scorn, I36/741, I89/310. 
The gloss has app. * loathsome- 
ness,' in last case. 

Honure, vb. t. honour, 2I/412. 

Houttbonde, v&. t. husband, 68/24. 

In, «6. house, dwelling, I56/458, 

168/5 1 3. 
Inconparahldly, adv. incomparably, 

6 syll., 187/257. 
Inne, 176. t. take in, house, I66/459, 

469. 
Inpudence, sb. shameleesness, 27/62. 
Issynge, s6. issuing, exit, comp. O.Fr. 

tMer, 202/629. 

Eakele, vb. ttii. cackle, chatter, 13/ 

148. 
Eeepe, vb. int, heed, reck ; UTeepe, 

A.; I86/183. 
Eerfe, «6., wake of ship, I86/203. 
Kneew, v6. knew, 26/44. 
Knyf , sh. leyd his k., set his knife 

by me, sat by me, 28/xi2. 
Konnynge, adj. clever, skilful, 166/ 

732. 
Kus, sb. kiss, 2/75, 3O/155, 173/941. 
Kut, «6. luck, lot (bit of cut stick), 

138/789: *the cut fil to the 

Knight'— Cant Tales, Prol. 846. 
Eythe, vb. t make known, bestow, 

show, 4/120, 38/406, 42/42, 81/ 

224. 

Laach, adj.^ lax, 0. Fr. laseKej Fr. 

Idche, 1 88/267. 
Labbe, sb. blab, blabber, I69/542. 
Luche, vb. int. be lax, or remiss, 

191/362. 
Laddre, sb. ladder: charity the 

ladder to heaven, 8/1. 
Lagh, sb. scot, score, 66/33. 
Lame, adj. lacking, wanting, IO/47, 

7O/90. 
Large, adj. liberal, Fr. large^ 40/ 16 ; 

* at our large,* in freedom, 43/8. 
Leautee, sb. good faith, O.Fr. Uauttj 

212/922. 
Leene, adj. lean, poor, 88/408. 
Leepre, i>. leprosy, 1 66/740, 167/ 

763. 
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Leepre, «6. leper, I64/698. 

Let seen, inJUT), let us see I come I 

66/64, 211/883. 
Lewde as an asse, ignorant as an 

ass, 19/352. 
Light, 00. * stand in own 1.', fig, 

194/440. 
Lightlees, adj, lightless, unenlight- 
ened, 28/88. 
Liueree, th, livery, * of St George's 

1.' a true knight, 42/54. 
Loken, pp. closed, locked, 151 /334. 
Lokir, A, locker, 190/3 13. 
Loos, j6. praise, reputation, 0. Fr. 

^» 36/345, I07/494. 
Los, «6. loss, 173/945. 
Losengeour, sb. losenger, flatterer, 

32/220. 
Lowe, «6. flame, 76/6i, 204/703. 
Lyme, vb. t lime with Dirdlime, 

33/244. 
Lyn, vb, int, lie, 5/ij7. 
Lyte, <idj, lite, httie, 2I/400; *a 

lyte and lyte,' by little and little, 

28/92,231/427. 

Maad, pp. made, 9/x7 ; 'maad hath 
thy herd,' deceived thee ; comp. 
Fr. faire la harbe A, 23I/433. 
Faire bctrbe de foarre d. To de- 
ceive, delude, abuse. 1611. Cot- 
grave. 

Macche, «6. match, MIyy;, 

Madde, vb. int. act madly, 232/453. 

Mafey, inUrj, Bless me I Fr. Mafoi, 
O.Fr.Jtfa/ei, 111/41. 

Maistrie, «&. mastery, masterpiece, 
wonderful thing, 0. Fr. maistrie, 
I64/676, 

Maistrieth, vb. masters, overcomes, 
comp. 0. Fr. maistre, 66/35. 

Make, ab, mate, companion, 74/57. 

Manly, adj. human, like a man, 
167/78J. 

March andie, ab. merchandise, L. Lat. 
marchatidiOy 1 68/5 11. 

Martire, sb, martyrdom, Fr. nKMrtyre, 
97/63. 

Martree, ab. torment, torture, I/55. 

Mate, vb. t. overwhelm, crush, 62/23. 

Maugree, sh. ill-will, blame, I38/795 ; 
mawgree, 87/376. 

Mediatrice, ab. f. mediatrix, 1 6/2 56, 
44/14. 



Meede, «6. meed, reward, 177/20. 
Meermaide, ab. mermaid, 32/236. 
Mees, ab. messuages, 0. F. m^, 

86/334. 
Meetre, vb. metre, 6O/48. 
Merciable, adj. mercifuL I9O/335. 
Mesel, adj. leper, metaph., I68/797. 
Meselrie, ab. leprosy, metaph., see 

adi, I67/763. 
Menlumyne, vb. enlumine (illumine) 

me, 63/37. 
Mescreance, <6. misbelief, O. Fr. 

mescr^nce, 42/50. 
Messageer, ab. messager, messenger, 

120/293 ; messager, I2O/290. 
Miry, adj. merry, ^/487. 
Mis ^yesd, pp. misguided, 32/228 ; 

* mis ' belongs also to ' led.' 
Mischeeue, vb. int. mischieve, be 

unfortunate, I66/724, I98/544 : 

written separately in flrst case. 
Mis-tyden, v6. happen ill, 1 33/644. 
Modir, ab. mother, i. e. the church, 

40/25. 
Moustre, vb. t. muster, shew, 6O/26. 
Mowled, pp, become mouldy, 62/3. 
Myhelmesse, ab. Michaelmas, 96/2. 
Mynge, vb. t. touch, call to mind, 

mention, 2I/424, II2/52, I26/429. 
Myrith, vb. t. sets in the mire, 36/ 

355. 

Nad, had not,41/i8, 169/8i8; nadde, 

I8O/72 ; nade, 86/357. 
Naght, nought, 17/288. 
Nake, t*. t. strip, 86/353. 
Nappe, vb. int. take a uap, 23I/423. 
Nurt = art not, I/48. 
Nas = ne was, was not, 67/ 1 1, 183/ 

149. 
Neede, ab. Prov. * Neede (necessity) 

hath no lawe,' 39/437. 
Nere, vb. ne were, were not, II4/130, 

148/242. 
Nightirtale, ab. nightertale, night- 
time, 34/306. 
Nobleye, ab. nobility, grandeur, 16/ 

217, 48/42. 
Nones, <&. nones tyde, noontide, 

4/135. 
Noot, vb. ne wot, know not, 171/ 

886. 
Norture, ah. breeding, I7O/865. 
Nouelrie, ab. novelry, novelty, 26/38. 
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Nusance, th. hurt, damage, I5O/308. 

Nyce, adj. fastidious, hard to please, 
78/148. 

Nycetee, sb. nicety, 0. Fr. niceU, sim- 
plicitie orsimpleDesse (Cotgrave), 
49/17 ; stupidity, 147/2o8. 

Ohliquitee, sb. obliquity, bias, falsity, 

240. 
On, prep, over, 49/43; occupied 

witli, 149/268. 
One, vb. t. unite, 181 /82 ; oned, pp. 

united, 176. 
Onhede, «6. onehead, unity, I6O/576, 

213. 
Ore, «6. mercy, 110/ 5. 
Ouersy, vb. t. oveisaw, perused, 

174/6. 
OutAke, pp. except, I62/628. 
Oute, tb. t. utter, 217/43. 
Outrance, «6. lust gasp, 2/82, 42/36, 

68/48. 
Outrayed, pp. deleted, blotted out, 

17/279. 
Owter, «6. outer, utterer, 49/17. 

Paart, «6. part, share, 3/104, 13/ 152. 
Palesie, $b. palsy, 166/705. 
Pamtilet, j6. pamphlet, poem, book, 

49/1. 
Paramont, adj. (French), above (like 

en am<mi)j 8. 
Parfomed, pp. performed, 55/91. 
Partie, sb. party (en champ clos)y 

duel, 134/691. 
Payndemayn, sb. *pain de main,* 

small fine bread, cake, or biscuit : 

•not worth a p.', I23/383. 
Peis,«6. weight, IO8/360, 1 18/105. 
Penylees, adj. penny! ess, 29/130. 
Permanable, adj. permanent, 207/ 

767. 
Pejrse, r6. int. weigh, II2/54. 
Picchid, pp. thrown, 2O6/760. 
Paer, sb. pillar, 4I/13, I92/381. 
Pit, sb. grave, 28/95. 
Pith, sb. strength, 2O/392. 
Pleneer, plener, adj. full, 1 96/480, 

227/323. 
Plenteuous, adj. plentiful, 168/507. 
Possid, |>p. puHhed, 204/7OI. 
Potagre, adj. gouty, 1 66/7 13. 
Potestat, j6. prince, great man, 

potentate, 142/68, 214. 



Pouert, sb. povertj', 177. 
PoMTS, sb. pulse, Fr. patds, 203/66aL. 
Prayeere, sb. prayer, 22/446. 
Precioustee, tb. preciosity, value, 

costliness, I87/241, 207/783. 
Preide, vb. prayed, IO/56. 
Principat, A. prince, 214. 
Priuee, adj. sequestered, private, 

147/20I. 
Processe, «6. suit, pleading, 74/43. 
Promette, v&. promise, 1 68/802. 
Proeperable, adj, prosperous, 182/ 

112. 
Prosperitee, «6. Pro v.: ^Prosperitee 

is blynd, & see ne may,' 26/34. 
Pryuyn^ce, sb. priving, annihilutian, 

179/35. 
Purchace, vb. t. get, 197/5oa 
Pyke, vb. U pick, a thank, I64/399 ; 

pp. 221/164. 
Pyne, vb. i. punish, I96/492. 

Queinte, adj. quaint, notorious, 110/ 
1 5, queUe^ below ; queynt, cuniH 
ing, 78/152. 

Queme, vb, make placable, appease, 
74/39, l<^/397 • qweeme, 9/4a 

Ragerie, sb. ra^e, 223/221. 
Redde, vb. t. advised, 28/105. 
Reed, «6. advice, 28/ 108. 
Reedy, adj. ready, I66/738. 
Reewe, vb. ifU. rue, haue pity, 7/ 
238, 12/131, 207/769; repent, 23/ 

467. 
Refut, refnyt, sb. refiige, Fr. refuiU^ 

63/6, 63/42, 68/41. 
Regne, sb. kingdom, 242. 
R^ne, vb. iiU. ' Regne on ' « reign 

over, 49/43. 
Reme, s&. realm, 86/333. 
Reparatrice, sb.f. renewer, Fr. rrf- 

paraMcey 88/403. 
Rere, vb. t. rear, raise, 2O/388. 
Respyt, «6. put in r. » put ofl^ 67/19. 
Rode, sb. road, 76/xo2. 
Rogged, vb. irU, shook, pulled 

roughly, comp. 8c r»g^ 162/355. 
Rood, vb. ink rode, 149/268. 
Roop, sb. rope, 1 66/7 12. 
Roost, sb. roast, 86/363. 
Rowne, tb. round, whisper, II/93. 
Rownyngly, adv. roundingly, in the 

ear, 30/ 172. 
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Sad, adj. settled, firm, 1 23/366. 
Sadde, vb, iiU. get sober, 222/175. 
8alut, adj. safe, 59/22. 
Sanz,jorep. sans, without, 1 72/903. 
Sauer, s&. SHver, saviour, 52/ 10. 
Sauf, prep, save, 1 54/405. 
Sauuacioun, sb, salvation, 45/53, 56/ 

135. 
Sauueour, «6. saviour, 22/428, 52/25, 

Sawte, tb, saut, jump, Fr. aottt, 101/ 

162. 
Say, t*. t saw, I53/378. 
Scars, adi. scarce, scanty, 1 6/243. 
Seeche, A. seek, 234/514. 
Seege, ab. siege, 14/ 197. 
Senefee, «6. mustard, Gr. trivain, 240. 
Sent, «6. scent, 149/ 272 ; * by the 

sent,' by the perception. 170/85a 
Seur, adj. sure, Fr. mr, 48/14, 149/ 

259. 
Shadwe, tb, shadow, 67/i2. 
Sharoely, adv, in a shameful way, 

2/84. 
Sheelde, tb. shield, preserve, 165/ 

711. 
Sheete, v&. t shoot, 58/15. 
Sliensbipe, «6. blame, punishment, 

44/35. 

Shippe, ab, coin stamped with ship, 

noole =3 6s. 8<2., 65/20. 
Shipbord, ab, shipboard, I62/617. 
Shity pp. shut, 13/151. 
Shone, vb. t. shun, 6/193. 
Shoo, «6. * trode hir s. amis,' fig. 

218/66. 
Shoop, vb, shaped, happened, 146/ 

194, 151/332,164/689; app. V. tr. 

in last instance. 
Shoue, vb. itU, s. on, shove on, push 

on, 42/36. 
Shour, ab, attack, 6/207, 41/2 1. 
Signe, ab. 'outwarde s.', t. e, the 

Tavern Bush, 29/i2l. 
Site, vb. int. sit, 99/125. 
Sleyght, sleythe, «6. sleight, 88/ 

394,5- 
Slipir, adj. slipper, slippery, smooth, 

122/354. 
Slow, vb. t. slew, 165/7© I. 
Slow, «6. slough (of heresy), II/105. 
Smerte, adj. smart, painfiil, 3/90. 
Snake, «6. snack, 77/109. 
Soleyn, cuij, solitary, morose, sullen, 

136/742. 



Soonde, ab. dispensation, I28/522. 
Sorrer, adv. sorer, more sorely, 16/ 

263. 
Souli'yse, vb. int, suffice, 14/i8o, 37/ 

400. 
Soul, adj. sole, 177. 
Soure, adv. sorely, 1 66/728. 
Spectacle, sb. pair of spectacles, or 

eye-glasB, 2I/417, 5I/57. 
Speek, vb, int. spake, I/43. 
Staal, vb. int. stole, I62/335. 
Staf, sb. staff, comp. staff of life, 

172/915. 
Steerelees, adj, steerless, rudderless, 

7/223. 
Steeme, adj. stem, 54/82. 
Stepchyld, ab. stepchild, treated as 

one, 58/23. 
Sterne, vb, starve, die ; Oer. aterben, 

2/83, 6/202. 
Stinte, vb. int stay, cease, 107/3^. 
Stirtemeel, adv, by starU, 203/6do. 
8uppo[rt]aille, ab. support, 59/i8. 
Suspectly, adv, in a suspicious way, 

105/292. 
Suspense, tb, doubt, delay, I83/138. 
Susteene, vb. t, sustain, endure, 25/5* 
Swal, vb. int. swelled, 96/29. 
Sy, «6. t, saw, 67/3, I86/214, 187/ 

244- 
Syk, ab. sigh, I52/364. 

Taar, vb. t, tare, 7/239. 
Taast, ab. taste, 6/158, 7/213. 
Taastid, pp. tested, tried, examined, 

O.Fr. taster, I27/485. 
Taght, m>. taught, I3/154. 
Talent, A. desire, O.Fr. talant, 147/ 

202, 231/42a 
Tern, vb, t take in, cheat, 236/573. 

Fr. temer is * To throw a tre [trey], 

or three.' 1611. Cotgrave, 
Thacat = The scat,, 70/ 100. 
Theefly, adj. thievish, 182/ 115. 
Theefly, adv. thiefly, in a thievish 

way, 152/335. 
Thewe, vb, t, furnish with thews, 

I8I/83. 
Thirle, vb. thirl, thrill, pierce, I/52, 

204/685. 
Tho = those, 32/225. 
Thorgh, prep, through, 75/78, 82. 
Thraste, 1*. thrust, 171 /879. 
Threew, vb, t. threw, 152/364. 
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Throwe, «6. throw, time, 2/73, 133/ 
649. 

To and to, adv. backwards and for- 
wards, about, 96/30. 

Tome, 9b, tarn (good or bad), 236/ 

575. 
Treecherie, ab, trickery ; Pr. tricherie, 

53/48. 

Treewe, adj, true, 34/277. 

Triacle, ab, treacle, tlieriac, 70/iio, 

113/93. 
Tnce, vb. t. thrust, II7/208 ; tryce, 

34/287, 119/265. 
Triwe, adj. true, 79/163. 
Turn, sb. tourney, 24/505. 
Twyn, «6. twine, 46/71. 
Twyne, twynne, vb. int. separate, 

depart, 35/318, I86/183. 
Twynned, pp. twinned, separated, 

8/8. 

Vengeable, adj. revengeful, 153/ 
386. 

Viserly, adj. ? vizor- or viznrd-like, 
projecting, horrible, 2O3/678. 

Vndirnotne^ pp, rebuked, 1 26/45 5. 

Vndisposed, vndisposid, adj. unpre- 
pared for, I84/181, 196/474, 200/ 
590. 

Vnbad, pp. not had, unobtained, 
143/1 1 1. 

Vnmeeble, adj. unroovable (of real 
property), 21 9/99. 

Vnnethes, adv, scarcely, 163/666. 

Vnreke, UTifoId, II7/197. 

Vnsad, adj. unsettled. IO4/255. 

Vnstoken, pp. unstocked, unbarred, 

1^1/333. 
Vnwasslien, pp. unwashed, of gold, 

II6/182. 

Waar, i?6. int. beware, 11/88. 
Waast, sb. waste, 36/371. 
Wafre, «6. wafer, biscuit, 29/146. 
Waishe, vb. t. wash (gold), 114/io6. 
Walwid, j9p. wallowed, I8/318. 
Warie, vb, t. execrate, curse, 27/63. 
Warisshe, vb. t. heal, O.Fr. warir. 

Wnsshinge, sb. washing (of gold), 

114/116. 
Wane, vb. ? stir, 37/399. 
Wawes, sb. waves, 7/223, 172/920. 



Weende, «6. imt, wend, go, 160/561, 
I83/136. 

Weive, vb. t. decline, set aside, re- 
move, II3/X05 ; weyue, 6/192, 46/ 
70, 234/532 ; ? weave, I26/450. 

Well be-gone, adj. happy, prosper- 
ous, comp. woe-begoncy 95/ 1 x . See 
Begoon, 

Wemmelees, adj. stainless, 55/93. 

Wepne, #6. weapons, 2O/386, 23/ 

471. 
Weme, t*. refuse, deny, 39/442, 45/ 

59, 55/94. 
Werrey, «6. int, war, I9I/36J. 
Wildhede, vb, wildhood, wild ways, 

112/52. 
Wit. 9b. wisdom, 99/ixc. 
Withsitte, sb, withstand, 209/828. 
Wolde, pp, wished, 84/305. 
Wone, sb. custom, 34/294. 
Wont, pp, wonted, 70/ 107. 
Woodly, adj, mad, furious, 204/7oa 
Worm, sb, * The worm for to sleen 

in the pesecod ; * i. e. the maggot 

(? Popery), 28/466. 
Worthe, vb, int. mount^ 175. 
Wownde, #6. wound, 69/62. 
Woyde, adj. void, 88/405. 
Wrechch, sb, wretch, 76/99, 85/310. 
Wroothly, adv. wrothly, in ire, 151/ 

329- 
Wydewhere, adv, vride around, 156/ 

465. 

Wyght, adj, quick, nimble, 78/143. 

Wyt, #6. blame, 134/667. 

Ye, 9b. eye, 2I/427, 213; yen (2 

syll.), I88/263, 203/665. 
Teeme, yeme, sb. attention, care, 

109/396, 197/521. 
Tepresse, vb. t. express, 131/ 5 86. 
Yeme, adv. eagerly, readily, 159/ 

560. 
Ympe, 1*. t graft, 176/26. 
Ynow, enough, 28/471. 
Yore, adv. long ago, IIO/4. 
Y-plight, pp. plucked, 1 73/928. 
Y-preeuea, pp. proved, experienced, 

170/850. 
Y-walwe,|)p. wallowed, rolled, 197/ 

509. 
Waynientynge, sb. lamentation, 3/ 

103, I8I/99. 
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Aeneas, 85/J09. 

Albertyn, Wra., (or AlbertoD), Clerk 

to Privy Seal, Ixii note 6, Ixv. 
Arondel, a fellow-clerk of Hoccleve, 

XXXV, 36/321. 
Ars sciendi mort, xxix, 178. 
Ashburnham MS., xxvi, xxvii seqq., 

xxxviii note 1, xlviii ; collation of 

Letter of Cupid, 249. 

Bailey, a fellow-clerk of Hoccleve, 

XXXV, 6O/25, 62/8. 
Betutsy Book of Nature of 82/233. 
Bedford, John, Duke of, Regent of 

France, xxxiv ; Ballad to him 

(sent with Begxmen of Frinces), 

56 ; see note on p. 57. 
Blyth, John, x note 2. 
Bodley MS. 638, collation of Letter 

of Oiipid, 72 seqq. 
Browne, Wm., praises Hoccleve, 

xxiv, xliii. 
Burgh, John, Clerk of Receipt, zxi, 

liv note, Ixii note 1. 

Carpenter, John, Town Clerk of 

London, xxxiv; Ballad to him, 

asking for money, 68. 
Chancellor, Lord, xxxiv; Ballad to 

him, 58. 
Chancellor Somen See Somer. 
Chancer, x note 2, xxx seqq.. xxxvii, 

Ixi ; his deathbed, xxxi ; his Wife 

of BcUk, 135/694; payment to 

him, li note. 
Cherbourg, siege of, Duke of Olou- 

cester shows his valour there, 

xxiii, 130/567. 



Chester's Inn, Strand, xviii. xxxvi. 
Chichele, Robt., xxxiv ; Ballad to 

Virgin translated at his com- 
mand, 67. 
Clifford, Rich., Keeper of Privy 

Seal, li note. 
Clifford. Rich., Junr., Keeper of 

Wararobe to Q. Isabella, li note. 
Coin-clipping, xxii, 112/66, 114/ 

106; counterfeit coin, II5/142. 
Complaint, Hoccleve's, 95 seqq. 
Constautine, Emperor, 15/217, 41/ 

10. 
Constantine, Cdtentin (Manche, the 

N. W. part of the province of 

Normandy), xxiii, I3O/576. 
Court of Good Company, Ballad sent 

by them to Sir H. Somer, 64. 
Cupid, Letter of xi, xxviii, 72 seqq. ; 

makes the ladies angry, 137/754; 

collation of it with Ashburnham 

and Trinity MSS., 249 ; see Fiaan, 

ChriattTie de. 

Dialogue toith a Friend, Hoccleve's, 

110 seqq. 
D:do, 85/311. 
Digby MS. 181, collation of Letter 

of Capid, 74 seqq. 
Durham MS., xxv, xliv ; collation 

of Complaint, 95 seqq. ; collation 

of Dialogue, 1 10 seqq. 

Edward Prince of Wales (Edward 
IV.), 50/38, 51 note. 

Pellicula, Jonathas's paramour, 222/ 
177 &C. 
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Frank, Thos., Ixx. 

Fiirnival, Lord, John Talbot, Lord 

Treasurer, liv note, liz note, Ixiii 

note 2, 38/417, 51 note. 

Garter, Knights of the, Ballads to 
them and Henry V., 41, 42. 

Gascoigne. his exaggerated nonsense 
about Cnaucer's deathbed repent- 
ance, xxziii. 

Gerson, John, xlvi, 

Geda Bamcmorum, xxiii, xxiv, 140. 

Gloucester, Humfrey, Duke of, Lord 
Lieutenant, viii, 1 29/533 ; at Siege 
of Rouen, 132/6io; Cherbourg 
bears witness to his valour, 128/ 
611, 130/567; his return from 
France, I29/543; his nobility, 
131/589; had been a friend to 
Hoccleve, 130 ; is a ladies^ man, 
135/706. 

Gold, weighing ofi 116, st. 20. 

Hampton (Southampton), Henry V. 
crosses the channel thence, 8 ; 
Title. 

Harflete (Harfleurt, xx, 8 ; Title. 

Heath, a fellow-clerk of Hoccleve, 
XXXV, 6O/26, 62/8. 

Henry IV., xxxiv, Ixix ; grants an- 
nuity to Hoccleve, li. 

Henry, Prince of Wales, afterwards 
Henry V., Ballad to him, 61 : see 
next. 

Henry V., his marriage, xxviii, 
xxxiv ; goes to France, 8 ; Bal- 
lads to him, xxi, xxviii, 41, 42 ; 
counsel to him, 89 ; has Richard 
IT.'s bones laid at Westminster, 
47 ; a foe to heresy, 48/23 ? Ballad 
to him, asking money, 62; was 
kind to Hoccleve, 130/5 54, ^^^ 
confirms his annuity, lix; his 
death, xxvi. 

Henry VI. confirms Hoccleve*s an- 
nuity, Ixvi; Hoccleve's petition 
to him for corrody, Ixviii. 

Hereford, Lady, Complaint of Vir- 
gin translated at her command, 8. 

Heresy, in England, 42/47, 48/ii, 
49/46. 

Hoccleve: — his life, vii, seqq, ; 
where bom, xxxv; his love of 
Chaucer, zxx, whose pupil he 



was, xxxi, 92 ; enters Privy-Seal 
Office, ix, with view of going into 
the Church, <z : his evil life, xii, 
xiii, XV, 25 — 89 ; rackety youUi 
and loss of heiilth, 25-8 ; hiiontcd 
taverns, 29, 30 ; at Paul's Head, 
29; his work at the Privy-Sonl 
Office, 31/188 ; boating, 31 ; used 
to be well off till he drunk, 34/ 
291 ; used to borrow money, 36/ 
369 ; his creditors, 63 ; his yearly 
grunt of £10 from Henry IV., 
xi. xxi, xxvi, through the Trea* 
surer. Lord Fumivall, 38/42 1 ; 
payments to him, li, tegq,; ar- 
rears due to him. xii ; wants pa- 
tent for arrears irom Lord Chan- 
cellor, 68/5; asks Sub-treasurer 
Somer for them, 69 ; asks Henry 
V. for money, 62; seeks help 
from Carpenter, Town-CIerk of 
London, 68; has advice from 
Somer, with some money, 64 ; his 
marriage, xv ; his madnesM, xxii, 
96/40; forsaken by his friends, 
97/68; gets cured, IO3/234; his 
illness said to be from over-study, 
123/379: he denies it, 126/424: 
is fifry-three years old, II9/246; 
his sight is impaired, 1 1 9/249 ^ ^'^ 
corody from Soutliwick Priory, 
xxvi; his poor cottage, xxxvii; 
his relations with his wife, xxxvii ; 
his character, patrons, and friends, 
xxxiv; comments on his poems, 
xxxix se^q,; Poems: — Letter of 
Cupidj XI ; Male -Rf^i xii, xiii; 
Poems to Somer, xiii ; De Begi- 
mine, xiii «e^; BalUid (p. 61 ), xix ; 
Ballad (p. 47), xx ; To Sir John 
OldcastU,xx; Ballad to Henry V. 
(p. 62), xxij Ballad (Ashb. MS.), 
xxvi, xxviii; (hmplaint, xxii; 
Dialomtey viii ; JereAane, xxiii ; 
Sdte Mori, xxii ; Jonaihae, xxiv ; 
his Privy-Seal Documents, Add. 
MS. 24,062, B. M., xxix. 

Holcote's Comment on Wiedom of 
Solomon, 33/249. 

Humfrey, Duke of Gloucester, viii ; 
his second return from France, 
129/542 ; see Cfhucetter, IhUce of 

Invocatio adpatrtm^ etc.} zxvii. 
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Jason, 84/302. 

Jereslaus, £mperor of Rome, 140 
seqq. ; mamed a danghter of the 
King of Hungary, 140/5; resolves 
to go to the Holy Land, 140/i8 ; 
leaves his wife regent, and his 
brother, steward, 141/28; starts 
for Palestine, 141 /56 ; hears of a 
holy woman, I66/729; goes to 
her abbey with his leprous brother, 
I66/742 ; meets the abbess, 167/ 
757 ; hears of his brother's deeds 
to the Empress, I69/813; takes 
his wife home and lives a happy 
life, 173/947; collation of the 
Tale with Ma Reg. 17 D. 6, 
255. 

Jonathas, Tale of, xxiv, 215-242. 

Justinian, I4/185, 22/433. 

Kennington, Henry V. there, 39. 

Lancelot de Lake, 14/ 195. 

Learn to DiCt Treatise on, zxiii, 
117/20?, 178. 

Lucy, Walter (haberdasher, Lon- 
don), payments to him for sta- 
tionery m Privy-Seal OflSce, lix 
note, Ixii, Ixiv, Izv, Ixviii. 

MaU Regie, Xe, zii, xiii, 25-89. 
Margaret, St., 89/421. 
Marleburgh, T., xxviii, xxxv. 
Massey, Mr., xxxv, 57/ 10. 
Medea, 84/302. 
Meun, John de, his Romance of the 

Bosey 83/281. 
Mistress, Uoccleve's humourous Ba- 

lade on his, xxxviii note. 
Mokkjmg, Nich., has corrodjr at 

South wick Priory, xxvi, Ixviii. 
Money, Lady, Chanson to, xxix, 

xxxviii note. 
Ma Reg. 17 D 6, 255. 

Newgate, 62/8. 

Offord, a fellow clerk of Hoccleve, 

xxxv, 6O/26, 62/8. 
Oldcastle, Sir John, Ballad to him 

on his heresy, 8 ; his riots (1414), 

20/385. 
Ovid, his Remedy of Love, 8O/204, 

82/246. 



' PauKs Head Tavern, xii, 29/143. 
Pelham, Sir John, Treasurer of the 

Wars, lix note. 
Plullipps MS., xlii, 1—72. 
Picard, tutor to Henry (V.) Prince 

of Wales, xxxv, 50/4a 
Pisan, Christine de, EpisUe of Cupid, 

92 ; extracts from it, 243. 
Prentys, a fellow clerk of Hoccleve, 

xxxv, 35/321. 
Privy-Seal OflBce, ix note, xiv, li 

seqq., 31/188, 35/308, IO6/296; 

Privy-Seal Documents, xxix. 
Prophete, John, Keeper of Privy 

Seal,' xiv, Ix note. 
Purde, Thomas, xi note 1. 

Reoement of Princes, Hoccleye's, xii 

Stc; Ballad, as Envoy to ir, 61. 
Richard IL, his bones moved to 

Westminster, 47 ; as also his 

Queen's, 48/39. 
Rouen, Duke of Gloucester at Siege 

of, xxiii, 132/6 10. 

Selden MS., collation of Letter of 
Cftpid, 72 seqq.; collation of Com- 
plainty 95 seqq. 

Shiriey MS. xliv, xiv, 249. 

Somer, Sir Henry, Sub-treasurer, 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
xiii, xxxiv, 58, 59, 60, 64 ; see 
Hoccleve, 

Southampton, 8. 

Southwick Priory, HantH, xxvi, 
IxviiL 

Tanner MS., collation of Letter of 

Ciipid, 72 seqq. 
Temple, London, xiii, 64/9. 
Theodosius, 10/si. 
Trinity MS., Cambr., collation of 

Letter of Cupid with, 249. 
Tully, 122/344. 

Ulysses, 33/251. 

Vegetius, 130/ 561. 
Virgin Mary, xxvii, xxviii, 1, 43, 
52, 67. 

Welde, John, Hoccleve's Clerk, xiii, 
XX, xxi, xlix, Ivi, Ixviii note, Ixii 
note 5, 
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Welton, Robt, Ixii note 2. 

Westminster, xzxi, 102/ 183; Ricb&rd 
II.*8 bones brought to tlie Abbey, 
47; Westm. Gate, xii, 3O/178; 
Westni. Hall, xxii, 98/72. 



Westmorland, Countess of. 
xzziv, 242. 



xxr. 



York, Duke of, xxxiv, 49, 51 note ; 
Duchess of York, xxxiv, 60. 
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